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correction. 
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KuLE 18. The Local Committee shall be appointed from 
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in regard to the time and place of meetings, and other particu- 
lars, at least one month before each meeting. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Rule 19. The amount of the subscription, at each meeting, 
of each member of the Association, shall be two dollars, and 
one dollar in addition shall entitle him to a copy of the pro- 
ceedings of the annual meeting. These subscriptions shall be 
received by the Permanent Secretary, who shall pay them over, 
after the meeting, to the Treasurer. 

The admission fee of new members shall be five dollars, in 
addition to the annual subscription: and no person shall be 
considered a member of the Association until this admission 
fee and the subscription for the meeting at which he is elected 
have been paid. 

Rule 20. The names of all persons two years in arrears for 
annual dues shall be erased from the list of members ; provided 
that two notices of indebtedness, at an interval of at least 
three months, shall have been previously given. 

ACCOUNTS. 

Rule 21. The accounts of the Association shall be audited, 
annually, by auditors appointed at each meeting. 

ALTERATIONS OF THE CONSTITITTION. 

Rule 22. No article of this Constitution shall be altered, or 
amended, or set aside, without the concurrence of three-fourths 
of the members present, and unless notice of the proposed 
change shall have been given at the preceding annual meeting.* 

* See page X2di. 
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1. No appointme];it may be made in behalf of the Associa- 
tion, and no invitation given or accepted, except by vote of the 
Association or its Stranding Committee. 

2. The General Secretary shall transmit to the Permanent 
Secretary for the files, within two weeks after the adjournment 
of every meeting, a record of the proceedings of the Associa- 
tion and the votes of the Standing Committee. He shall also, 
daily, daring the meetings, provide the Chairman of the two 
Sectional Committees with lists of the papers assigned to their 
Sections by the Standing Committee. 

3. All printing for the Association shall be superintended 
by the Permanent Secretary, who is authorized to employ a 
clerk for that especial purpose. 

4. The Permanent Secretary is authorized to put the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting to press one month after the adjourn- 
ment of the Association. Papers which have not been received 
at that time may be published only by title. No notice of 
articles not approved shall be taken in the published proceed- 
ings. 

5. The Permanent Chairman of the Sections are to be con- 
sidered their organs of communication with the Standing Com- 
mittee. 

6. It shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the two Sections 
to receive copies of the papers read in their Sections, all sub- 
sections included, and to furnish them to the Permanent 
Secretary at the close of the meeting. 

7. The Sectional Committees shall meet not later than 9 
A.U. daily, during the meetings of the Association, to arrange 
the programmes of their respective sections, including all sub- 
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sections, for the following day. No paper shall be placed npon 
these programmes which shall not have been assigned to the 
Section by the Standing Committee. The programmes are to 
be famished to the Permanent Secretary not later than 11 a.m. 

8. During the meetings of the Association, the Standing 
Committee shall meet daily, Sundays excepted, at 9 a.m., and 
the Sections be called to order at 10 A.tf., unless otherwise 
ordered. The Standing Committee shall also meet on the 
evening preceding the first assembling of the Association at 
each annual meeting, to arrange for the business of the first 
day ; and on this occasion three shall form a quorum. 

9. Associate members may be admitted for one, two, or 
three years as they shall choose at the time of admission, — to 
be elected in the same way as permanent members, and to pay 
the same dues. They shall have all the social and scientific 
privileges of members, without taking part in the business. 

10. No member may take part in the organization and busi- 
ness arrangement of both the Sections. 



It has been proposed to amend Bole 6 of the Constitation, by inserting before 
the last section the folloMng : ** When not otherwise ordered, the snb-sections shall 
be as follows : 

Section A.— 1. Mathematics and Astronomy; 2. Physics and Chemistry; 8. 
Microscopy. 

SsonoN B.— 1. Zoology and Botany; 2. Geology and Palsontology; 8. Eth- 
nology and ArchsBology.'' 
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KoTB.— Names of deceased members are marked with an asterisk [*]. The 
llgare at the end of each name refers to the meeting at which the elections took 
place. 
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ADDRESS 
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BENJAMIN APTHOEP GOULD, 

XX-PBBSIDENT OF THB A8800IATIOK. 



Mb. Pbbsidxnt ahd Gentlbmen of thb Amebicak Asso- 
ciation FOB THE ADYAKCEMBirr of SCIBKCB. 

The usage, and eyen the Aindamental law, of this Assodsr 
tion entail upon its retLring President a daty which he may not 
evade : that of delivering at the meeting following his term of 
official service, a formal address. Although the Ailfilment of 
this duty is but a very inadequate return for the honor which 
your partiality has conferred upon him, still it is not without 
its embarrassments, not the least of which is the apprehension 
of comparison with the utterances on previous occasions by 
great and honored philosophers who have presided over your 
meetings. Many of their words were spoken for the children's 
children of those who listened. Beaching the very souls of 
those who heard at the moment, they became there endowed 
with new life and energy, each recipient becoming a center of 
emanation for what in them was true and important; while 
they survive upon the printed page for transmission in letter 
as well as spirit to unborn generations. 

Would that I could offer such precious thoughts or incentives 
for your acceptance. How can I presume to speak as a sue* 
cesser of Bache, Henry, Agassiz and the other great investigap 
tors to whom in turn you have confided the guidance of the 
Association. Yet as their follower, in another sense, I may 
address you, for I believe that the few ideas which I propose 
laying before you would find with them approval and indonie- 
ment. 
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With your permission I will speak of the position of the 
scientific investigator in the commonity ; of the duties incum- 
bent upon him, and of what he may rightMly expect in return, 
under the present relations of civilized and educated communi- 
ties; of the peculiar opportunities and restrictions in the 
United States today; of the obstacles which beset the path 
of the laborer in scientific fields ; and of the results which he 
may be justified in anticipating as the reward of patient, un- 
faltering, conscientious effort in his high vocation. 

We are accustomed to regard ourselves as belonging to a 
new country, and to palliate in our own hearts, even if not 
openly, our intellectual short-comings and our deficiencies in 
learning or culture, by this plea. And just as men who have 
attained eminence, notwithstanding an absence of early oppor- 
tunities, are often accustomed to gloiy in this want of advan- 
tages, as though it had been a merit rather than a misfortune, 
-—judging themseWes always by a relative, instead of an abso- 
lute, standard, — so we American lovers of science are too much 
inclined to take note of the difilculties against which we have 
struggled or are struggling, rather than of the actual level 
which we have attained by the effort. Of course there is much 
to extenuate in this proclivity ; how much, yon all know. The 
want, until a recent date, of books of reference ; the want of 
access to such implements of research as are beyond the reach 
of most private men ; the want of time and ene^y to spare 
from the grand << struggle for existence;'' and above all, the 
want of competent sdentiflc counselers and guides for the be* 
ginner in scientific research; all these are well known to 
those of you who have attained an age at all approaching the 
meridian of life. Before the omniscient Judge, they will surely 
be credited to each individual in the great account. But if we 
consider not the individuals but the people, and hold the com- 
munity respcmsible for its collective fiulures, while we give it 
credit for its collective achievements, in the intellectual field, 
I am sometimes apprehensive that we are given to pluming 
ourselves too much, and to estimating our progress rather by 
the number of obstacles which we know to have been sur- 
mounted, than by the mile4rfione8 which have been left behind. 
Communities have merits and fiiilings, as individuals have; 
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they are but the integral of their many constitaent individuals ; 
and among our national failings can scarcely be counted that 
of judging ourselyes too harshly. Our aim should not be to 
oyeroome difficulties, except so far as this is a necessary means 
of advance ; it is progress, toward which our efforts should 
be directed, and if the obstades are serious, we have, as a peo- 
ple, no right to credit merely for having surmounted them, 
provided we possess, and do not employ, the power to remove 
them. Can the intellectual standing and rank of a nation be 
furly measured by the highest achievements of its ablest and 
most devoted men, if so be that these men or their deeds are 
not the legitimate fruit of the tendencies and influences at 
work, but, on the contrary, are exceptional cases, which have 
maintained their existence and even blossomed out by virtue 
of the humanity that was in them, notwithstanding hindrances 
and discouragements? 

Two hundred and forty years have passed since our ances* 
tors sought the wooded hills, the sheltered valleys, and broad 
meadow lands which skirt the coast of Massachusetts Bay, and 
amid which we are assembled here. Less than forty miles from 
this spot, landed the stem pilgrims of Plymouth, eight years 
earlier. Ten or twelve years earlier still had been founded the 
English settlement at Jamestown ; but it has been the estab* 
lished verdict of history that from the region where we now 
are, from within a circle not thirty miles in radius around 
yonder metropolis, may the spread of arts, letters and science 

the arrival of the first settlers of the Massachusetts Bay, th&y 
voted to establish a college, and appropriated therefore a sum 
^^ equal to a year's rate of the whole colony.'' In the ensuing 
year they changed the name of the town in which they placed 
it from Newton to Cambridge, ^^a grateftil tribute to the trans* 
AtLantio literary parent of many of the first emigrants, and 
indicative of l^e high destiny to which they intended the 
institution they were establishing should aspire." A single 
year later, John Harvard, a graduate of Emanuel College, 
Cambridge, bequeathed to the incipient university his library 
and one-half his fortune, amounting to nearly twice what the 
Colony had voted. *^The example of Harvard," says Fresi* 
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dent Quincy, ^< was like an electric spark, falling upon mate- 
rials of a sympathetic nature, exciting immediate action and 
consentaneous energy. The magistrates caught the spirit and 
led the way by a subscription among themselves of two hun- 
dred pounds, in books for the library. The comparatively 
wealthy followed with gifts of twenty and thirty pounds. The 
needy multitude succeeded like the widow of old, ' casting their 
mites into the treasury.'" 

These facts I recall to your memories, to show the length of 
time during which our national culture has been receiving 
shape and character. For two centuries and a third, at least, 
the characteristic^ mental and intellectual tendencies of this 
people have been forming themselves. Our fathers brought 
with them such culture as the best seminaries of their native 
land could give ; they represented the best intellect of the sev- 
eral classes of the mother country. The professional, the 
titled, the mechanic and the agricultural classes of New-Eng- 
land were severally of an intellect and culture much above the 
average of the same classes in old England, whence they came. 
The standards of scholarship^ of science and of art, which 
they brought across the seas, were the same which they left be- 
hind. For the intellectual progress of the world since then, 
this community has owed its proportionate share, to be 
reckoned in the joint ratio of its population and of its initial 
advantages. 

True, our people has had the forest, the desert and the red 
man to vanquish; it has had the social problems to solve, 
first of a protestant hierarchy, then of independence of all 
priestcraft, kingcraft and feudaUsm, and finally of equality be- 
fore the law, for all who wear the form of mftn and are created 
in the image of Grod. True, it has had its share of trials from 
foes without and traitors within, and has had the strong bonds 
of hereditary political and intellectual dependence to burst. 
True, it has already given to the world many a masterwork, in 
the arts of peace and the arts of war ; the steamboat, the cotton- 
gin and the sewing machine; the practical application of the 
electric telegraph, and the means of its printed record ; the 
most perfect forms yet attained for the steam-engine and the 
steam-boiler; the most powerfiil ordnance and the most im- 



ABDBBSS OF BX-PRBS£DENT GOULD. O 

pregnable yessels ; the telescopes of Clark and Fitz, the micro- 
scopes of Spencer and Tolles, and the means of annihilating 
pain. Tme, it has planted the stany flag upon the Antarctic 
continent and by the Polar sea, and has given to history many 
a name of the wise and good, whose blessed memory can never 
be hemmed in by oceans. Heaven forbid that any son of 
America should shut his eyes to these subjects of honest pride, 
or to a host of others like them, which I have no need to re- 
count ! If love of country be a virtue, assuredly it is not a 
difficult one for us to exercise. But what I would now say is, 
that, whatever may be the claims of our country to have done 
her part in the fhrtherance of civilization so far as depends 
upon the solution of high political problems and upon advance- 
ment in the arts, her contributions to science have not kept 
pace with these ; nor indeed with those of several European 
nations, which have had to contend against obstacles quite 
comparable in magnitude with our own, even though of a to- 
tally different nature. France, torn asimder by frenzied con- 
vulsions and internal throes, such as no other civilized nation 
has ever been called on to endure, — Grermany, trampled imder 
foot again and again by foreign invaders, civil strife and do- 
mestic oppression, — Russia, lately emerged from Asiatic bar- 
barism and contending at once against the Turk, the Tartar 
and the western foe, — have they not had their share of hind- 
rances to scientific progress, great even if inferior to those of- 
fered by the forest and the savage ? Yet it would ill beseem us 
to invite a comparison with them in any department of science, 
physical or natural. Equate out the names of a very few men 
on each side, wherever this seem possible, and what an over- 
whelming preponderance would then throw the Western scale 
aloft. 

*^Two hundred and forty years," I hear some one say, 
^' what are they in the development of a nation, or of its scien- 
tific character ? Twenty-five centuries have passed since Thales 
predicted an eclipse of the sun ; nineteen, since Sosigenes re- 
formed the calendar for Julius Caesar ; fourteen hundred years 
have rolled over the University of Bologna. What to you occi- 
dentals seems a hoary antiquity, is a mere yesterday for the 
dweller by the Tiber, the Thames, the Seine, the Danube or the 
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Rhine." Be it so ! Yet Hans Lippersheim's first snggestion 
of a telescope was eighteen months after Newport had sailed 
up the James river with his infant colony. The idea of a loga- 
rithm was then not bom : Napier and Briggs were names un- 
known to fame. The oaks and beeches had been cleared from 
these hills, and our ancestors had built their rustic homes, at 
the time when Galileo was tortured into abjuring the profane 
doctrine that the earth moved, and not the sun. When Har- 
vard endowed the college that bears his name, there was no 
such thing as a barometer or a thermometer. It is within these 
very two hundred and forty years that modem science has come 
into existence, and the world's intellect been turned from spec- 
ulation to investigation. It is within this period that our im- 
plements of research have been devised, that the air-pump, 
the electrical machine and the clock have been invented, that 
every public chemical laboratory, every astronomical or physical 
observatory, and every academy of sciences has been founded. 
Boston had been settled when Eeppler died. The grandchild- 
ren of the original colonists of Plymouth and the Massachu- 
setts Bay were bom, when the law of universal gravitation 
was first proclaimed by Newton. 

Therefore it is tliat we must confess our scientific progress 
to have been far inferior to that of several European nations. 
And I fear that the confession might trothftdly be made much 
broader, and include our progress in all purely intellectual 
studies, which hold forth no promise of immediate utility in 
promoting physical well-being or material convenience. If this 
is tme, my friends, it is time that it should be so no longer. 
And before you, the declared lovers of science, — in this Asso- 
ciation formed to promote her welfare and advancement, — ^here 
in the earliest seat of that colony, whence has geographically 
radiated what of culture and of science our country has pos- 
sessed, — I would tain say some few words which, however 
orade or ill-arranged, might find a congenial soil within your 
hearts— to bear fruit, perhaps, when all of us have disappeared 
from the stage — and which might aid, in however small a 
degree, to avert the day when the highest recognized aims 
shall be toward material prosperity, rather than toward intel- 
lectual development and progress. 
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There must be in every oommunity men specially endowed 
with scientific tastes and impulses. In most cases such iimate 
tendencies accompany especial gifts in the same direction, and 
although in the infinitely varied scheme of nature, this is not 
always the case, yet the exceptions are few, and the incentives 
to exertion, which such tastes supply, do much toward atoning 
for the lack of original power. Wherever positions of honor 
or emolument are available for the man of science, these be* 
come objects of ambition or of greed to another class of men 
who aspire to them as ends to be attained and not as means of 
scientific progress. It is to such that Schiller referred when 
he said of science, 

^Sinem 1st tie die h^e, die hlmmllsehe GOtttn; dem aadam 
Biiie tllolitlgB Kuh, die ihn mit Batter venoigt." * 

Between these two classes it is impossible to draw a sharply 
defined line. They shade into one another by such impercep- 
tible gradations, that many a man might be unable, in his 
strictest communings with himself, to decide as to which he 
himself belonged. Then there is an intermediate class, whom 
circumstance guides into the acientiflc path and who are en^ 
dowed with a versatility which enables them effectively to fol- 
low out any career to which they earnestly devote themselves. 

Now the social problem here evidently is, so to order the in* 
fluences and attune the public sentiment in the community as 
to aUow the ablest minds to labor in those fields for which they 
are best adapted, and to guide the most versatile, so far as 
possible, into such channels that their energies may promote 
the highest welfare of society. 

The magnitude of the class of scientific men in any commu- 
Bityis deariy dependent, to a very great extent, upon the 
inteilectnal condition of that community. Probably no civil- 
ized society, totally devoid of a scientific element, ever did or 
ever will exist. In ancient Borne its amount appears to have 
been a miuironm, yet in ancient Greece it was far otherwise ; 
whence we may infer that the fine arts and beUe»4eUre8 are in 
themselves neither conducive nor antagcmistic to science, in 
any marked degree. At all times and places there have been 

* '< She iB the liigli, the heAYenljr Goddess to one; to another 
Bat a ooaTsnient eow, that glveahimhla hmttor and oheesa.'' 
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some in whom the diyine fire burned ; and so it doubtless ever 
will be. Such could no more be turned from their high instinct 
to discover causes and laws, than the mountain torrent from its 
course toward the sea. Yet how few are these, although they 
have never failed to pass the torch from age to age I Even in 
the days of Roman dominion, Africa nursed the embers of 
the sacred flame ; and swarthy Arabs and Moors, with here 
and there a silent monk, guarded it through the dark ages ; 
ages replete with classic lore, with wondrous art, with barbaric 
luxury, yet devoid of science, except in the secret guardian- 
ship of those who dared not betray their priceless yet myste- 
rious possession. 

To such men the civilization of today permits freedom of 
inquiry and of utterance, at least, and awards a certain modi- 
cum of public recognition and respect, limited, it is true, not by 
the good will of the community, but by its means of appredsr 
ting the character and scope of their labors. These are the 
men, nevertheless, to whom indirectly the world owes its mate- 
rial progress, although the intermediate steps, between their 
researches and the ingenious inventions by which their results 
are practically utilized, are rarely traced, even by those who 
reap the harvest. Yet it is not for the sake of material pro- 
gress that they have toiled ; this is simply the world's recom- 
pense for having harbored them. Sic vos non vohis meUificaiis^ 
ave8. These are the men who toil on in their lofty studies, seek- 
ing the truth for its own sake, drawn as by some resistless 
magnetism, and working even better than they know. Poverty 
cannot suppress the instinct ; ridicule cannot prevent its exer- 
cise ; persecution cannot deter from the utterance of its results. 

This scanty class constitutes the minimum number of the 
followers of science for any community. The additional num- 
ber is greater or less according to the amount of personal 
sacrifice requisite for following the inborn impulse — since the 
intensity of this impulse varies in every degree, — or according 
to the temptations offered for Joining the ranks of those who 
adopt science as a business. It is easy to see t^t there is 
danger to the intellectual progress of the community at each 
extreme. Where the votary of science must sacrifice aU to 
follow her, her welfiEffe is scarcely more imperiled than where 
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the guardianship of her interests, and the mehns of extending 
her domain, are confided to the hands of those who would make 
of her a servant, and not a sovereign. 

By an unhappy, though perhaps natural, mischance, the Eng- 
lish language has had no name for the scientific investigator, 
nor word to denote his calling. There is no nobler word 
than philosopher, — lover of knowledge; yet, in the score of 
centuries since this grand old word has been in use, its mean- 
ing, if not perverted, has at least been narrowed and distorted. 
The French expression, savant^ has sometimes been pressed 
into service by those who have felt the want of some appro- 
priate term ; but, without undertaking to criticise the aptness 
of this word, it is most certain that the time has come when 
our own language demands some name for the class of men 
who give their lives to scientific study. Therefore it was, that 
twenty years ago I ventured to propose one, which has been 
slowly finding its way to general adoption ; and the word scien- 
tist j though scarcely euphonious, has gradually assumed *its 

I place in our vocabulary. Philologically, it is subject to criti- 

cism, as being from a Latin root with a Greek termination ; 
but it may share this censure with many anotl^er word which 
has become an integral part of the language, and for a needM 
and helpful idea surely a poor word is better than no word at 
all. I will, therefore, not hesitate to employ it, and will briefly 
consider the characteristics of the scientist, and his position in 
the community. 

It would be inappropriate here to undertake any philosophic 
discussion of the position which the scientist should occupy in 

L an ideal or a well-ordered society, or of the duties imposed on 

him by his assumption of the priesthood, as an interpreter and 
expounder of the Divine word written upon the tablets of the 
material universe. Such course of inquiry would imply, as its 
basis, a determination of the reciprocal duties of all members 
of society, whatever their calling; and this involves, in its 
turn, the deepest questions of political economy and social 
philosophy. We must take certain principles for granted, and 
among them, this : — that civilized society is an organic body, 
of which each member is, in spite of himself, dependent upon 
the rest, and exerts a corresponding influence in return. The 

A. A. A. s. VOL. xvm. a 
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many-sided culture of a normal community is the residtant of 
the varied capacities, culture and efforts of numerous indi- 
viduals, no one of whom could attain the highest grade of 
useftdness in several diverse departments. It depends upon 
the relative number and variety of the ablest and most cul- 
tivated members, conjointly vrith the influence they exert. 
Human science and art have, in the progress of our race, 
advanced far. beyond the comprehension of any individual. 
An equal culture in many directions is synonymous with su- 
perficiality in all, and an "admirable Grichton" is today 
simply a ridiculous object. • We cannot well escape the conclu- 
sion that — so far as is compatible with that general education 
of physical and mental faculties and those general attain- 
ments which the welfare of others, as well as the amenities of 
society, require, and which are needful alike for the mental and 
moral health of the individual — the energies of each one should 
be consecrated to the development and employment of partic- 
ular capacities. No thoughtftd man can arrive at years of 
discretion without becoming aw^re of the character and direc- 
tion of his mental powers, even though he may be incompetent 
properly to estimate their relative magnitude ; and there can 
be no reasonable doubt that taste and predilection would 
afford safe guides for the individual in entering upon his 
career, were the organism of society fairly developed without 
distortion by untoward agencies. 

Therefore, if the investigation of scientific questions and the 
discovery of scientific laws is needM or desirable for our race, 
it becomes the duty of every civilized community to encourage 
and protect the vocation of the scientist, and it is the duty of 
those who feel themselves called to this vocation to devote 
themselves to it with heart and hand. Their commission is 
from on high. "Freely ye have received, freely give. Piro- 
vide neither gold nor silver nor brass in your purses, nor scrip 
for your journey, neither two coats ; for the workman is wor- 
thy of his meat.'' If the Creator designs that the race formed 
in his own image shall discern and comprehend the laws 
through which he has exerted his creative power ; if he means 
that his wondrous works shall be read by man, upon whom he 
has bestowed the means and the impulse to read them ; if he 
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chooses that onr higher capacities shall be cultivated in this 
world as well as our lower ones ; then does he also intend that 
a class of men shall exist and be maintained, laboring in 
behalf of all, and devoting their highest renergies to intelleclr 
ual conquests for the race through the study of his works and 
the interpretation of his laws. Is there any argument, of all 
those with which the world has been familiar for more than 
three thousand years in behalf of the sacred ministry of reli- 
gion, which is not applicable to the ministry of science? If 
the highest act of the human spirit be to attain to an intimate 
relation and communion with the Father of spirits, who shall 
dare discredit that other exalted duty of searching out God 
through his works, and learning him as he has seen fit to 
manifest himself to us directly. Unreasonable as it would be 
to maintain that the word of Grod, when filtered through many 
a human tradition and recollection, and translated from lan- 
guage to language after being recorded upon the manuscript, 
is more surely and emphatically his unperverted word than is 
that fresh from his own fingers, '^ written all over the earth, 
written all over the sky ; " how much more so would it be to 
maintain, that the former, but not the latter, needs a body of 
investigators. Far be it from me to imply, however indirectly, 
that the reverse is true — that the culture of the intellect 
should take precedence of that of the religious faculties — that 
the most elevated regions of converse with the Deity as known 
through his noblest works, or his profoundest physical laws, 
could supersede the necessity of communing through the afllbc- 
tions and emotions, or the need of relief to the famishing cry 
of the soul for bread from its Father in Heaven. It might, 
perhaps, be urged that for the former a priesthood is, and for 
the latter it is not, indispensable; that for the former the 
progress of interpretation goes on continuously, while foe the 
latter little remains to be done, other than the exposition and 
enforcement of what has already been attained; that the 
former must lead, while the latter is not unlikely to follow, the 
development of society. But there is no ground for compari- 
son disadvantageous to either class. My argument is tiiat 
they should stand alike. Both classes are needed to satisfy a 
deep and insatiable demand ; both are imbued with the inrtinct 
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to provide a supply. Nor are the abnegations and self-sacri- 
fices by which the one has earned the martyr's crown in past 
days and lasting reverence in the present, without parallel 
and counterpart in the other. 

With what a spirit of grateful recognition of .the Almighty's 
revelation to the scientist in these latter days, may we read the 
answer to Job out of the whirlwind ! 

<< Gird up thy loins now like a man, for I will demand of thee, and 
answer thou me. Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of 
the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding. Who hath laid the 
measures thereof, If thou knowest ; or who hath stretched the line 
upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof flE^tened, or who 
laid the comer-stone thereof, when the morning stars sang together, 

and all the sons of God shouted for joy? Hast thou entered into 

the springs of the sea, or hast thou walked in search of the depths? 
Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth ? declare, if thou know- 
est it all. Where is the way where light dwelleth, and as for dark- 
ness, where is the place thereof ? Hast thou entered into the 

treasures of the snow, or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail? 
Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? Canst thou set the domin- 
ion thereof in the earth ? Canst thou lift up thy voice unto the clouds 
that abundance of waters may cover thee ? Canst thou send the light- 
nings, that they may go, and say unto thee, Here we are? '' 

Job answered and said : — 

** Behold, I am vile, what shall I answer thee ? I will lay mine hand 
upon my mouth. Once have I spoken, but I will not answer ; yea, 
twice, but I will proceed no fhrther." 

But we might reply : — ' Lord, thou hast revealed unto us 
all these things. Us also hast thou taken into the counsels of 
thy creation, for thou hast not deemed thy children unworthy 
of thy knowledge. The foundations and breadth of the earth 
and the ordinances of the heavens, the depths of the sea 
and the way of the light, the treasures of the snow and the 
sources of l^e hail, the sending of lightnings to say * Here we 
are,' and the lifting of our summons to the clouds that we may 
have rain ; — behold thou hast disclosed them all unto us, thy 
children ! ' 

The claim of the scientific profession to recognition and sup- 
port has long been acknowledged by most European nations. 
Throughout the European continent organizations have been 
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established, and are maintained by the government at very 
considerable expense, for the one purpose of promoting scien- 
tific research; and the individuals composing these organiza- 
tions are provided with the means of support while laboring 
to this end. In our own utilitarian country few claims are 
recognized excepting such as afford a direct personal benefit, 
which the individual recipients can estimate by some pecuniary 
standard. Thus the successful investigator in any special de- 
partment of medical science may reap a rich reward, — so rich 
indeed as to hold out strong temptations for the surrender of 
BO large a share of his time and energies to the practice of 
his art, as to leave small opportunity for the farther prose- 
cution of his science. Indeed, when we examine the matter 
carefhlly, we shall find that it is only art (». e. the application 
of principles and laws), for which any practical recc^nition can 
be expected in America at present ; while science (t. e. the 
discovery and investigation of these laws), even where nomi- 
nally fostered, receives support only through some of its indi- 
rect branches, which more properly belong within the domain 
of art. In this ^ay medical science in this country is sup- 
pitted only through individual need of the healing art ; physi- 
cal research, only through its most direct application to 
technology ; mathematical investigation, only in so far as it 
stands in palpable relation to engineering, surveying, or some 
other practical use; chemistry, as being an important hand- 
maid to manufacture and to metallurgy; astronomy, almost 
solely as an assistance to navigation. To one considering 
these unquestionable facts, the parallel case at Niagara pre- 
sents itself unbidden : — 

** The tailoT mftde a sfaigto note : 
'GodBl what a place to sponge a ooat I '" 

In recounting these facts, it is without apprehension that they 
will be scouted, by any educated and thoughtfhl man not 
versed in scientific matters, as though they presented the one- 
sided view entertained by a narrow class of persons, who, from 
habitual occupation with abstract or general inquiries, have 
become blinded to the great material interests of society. No 
doubt the advance of civilization is measurable by the progress 
of the arts ; and especially is our nation charged, as no nation 
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ever was before, with the duty of sabjagating nature, and dif- 
fusing the arts of civilized life over a continent. No donbt 
the first instinct of humanity is to provide for its material well 
being ; and the craving for comfort and luxury is a stimulus at 
whose bidding the whole world is to be made one family, through 
the beneficent agencies of commerce. But I do claim, first, 
that we have reached a stage at which it behooves us to ac- 
knowledge a higher aim, as much beyond the commercial and 
technological as the intellect is beyond the body : that the aim 
is dictated to us by the Creator through intellectual incentives 
and opportunities, and that its pursuit is unfailingly rewarded 
by material recompenses. And, secondly, even if we disr^ard 
these considerations altogether, and take into account merely 
that material progress to which America is devoting all her 
energies, that it is a narrow and baneful policy which forgets 
that immediate, direct and palpable influences are not the only 
ones. Rarely are they even the chief ones. 

It would be throwing words away were I to undertake to 
prove, what you all know already, that scarcely one of all the 
great advances in the material welfare of humanity would have 
been made but for the scientist in his closet, whose experi- 
ments, researches and generalizations, incited by the love of 
nature and the aspiration to fathom her laws, have afforded 
the knowledge which the inventor's fertility of device has made 
subservient to human welfare. There is no need of balandng 
the respective merits of the discoverer and the inventor. All 
will agree that but for the former the latter would be of littie 
use. To be sure it would be false reasoning to maintain that, 
because valuable inventions are usually due to scientific dis- 
coveries, they must be deemed a necessary consequence there- 
of. Yet experience points to some such conviction; and it 
would be diflicult to point out an important scientific discovery, 
no matter how abstruse if twenty years old, which has not 
already conferred some material benefit upon humanity, and 
which was nojb itself dependent upon each one of several inde- 
pendent and seemingly isolated previous researches. 

It is not then alike the wisest policy and the evident duty of 
a people already much advanced in material well-being, and 
ambitious of progress, that it should recognize the debt it owes 
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to science, by courting snch opportnnities for the fhtore as sci- 
ence may afford? Is it not among its most palpable duties to 
develop and encourage scientific tastes and investigations, 
appreciating the material sacrifices which these entail, even 
under the most favorable circumstances? Is it not discredit- 
able to the civilization of a great people, when scientific ability 
is habitually stifled or lost, by want of opportunity for its de- 
velopment? Yet a tale might be told, year after year, of earn- 
est and gifted young men compelled by want of bread to 
abandon the scientific path upon which they had entered with 
fervor. And if told, I believe it would astonish those whom 
circumstances have not inured to the facts, as it would mor- 
tify and sadden the patriot and the philanthropist. It is to be 
expected that the pursuit of wealth, or place or power, should 
have its own reward ; the sincere follower of science neither 
seeks nor expects any of these things. But, unless the idea 
that a community can have duties and responsibilities, as well 
as an individual, be preposterous, the competent and willing 
votary of science is entitled to the means of investigating 
while he lives, and of living while he investigates. In all. this 
broad land I know of not half a dozen positions, the duties of 
which may be discharged and a subsistence earned by prose- 
cuting scientific research. What is done is in the intervals of 
leisure fiom other labors, which exhaust the energies, but upon 
which the investigators are dependent for support. The col- 
legiate professor, whose nervous vigor is expended in the task 
of instilling trite rudiments into the minds of enforced pupils, 
forms no exception to this statement. And wheie are the op- 
portunities for those higher teachers who would fain use the 
bless^ privilege of training others for the scientific vocation, 
and be rewarded by the consciousness that their conceptions, 
methods, plans and perhaps conjectures, are not to die with 
th^n. 

It would be far fiK>m reasonable to expect that the labors of 
any considerable proportion of investigators should be sev- 
erally crowned by large generalizations, or by such discoveries 
as are subjects of popular appreciation. These are compara- 
tively rare, and have always required the antecedent researches 
of a series of investigators to whom history is wont to award 
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inadequate acknowledgements. Stones must be quarried and 
hewn before the edifice can be reared ; facts must be gathered 
before their laws can be discovered ; the several laws must be 
recognized before their generalization can be effected. The 
fimction of the scientist is to attain new truths by conquering 
them from the limitless realm of the unknown, and whether 
they be brilliant or otherwise, none is too small or insignifi- 
cant in aspect to deserve his earnest search or joyfld welcome. 
Among the marked characteristics of modem science are its 
recognition of the value of every observation and experiment, — 
since there is no one which may not afford a basis or. a clew 
for subsequent advance, — and its appreciation of the services 
rendered by those who lay the stepping-stones requisite for con- 
tinued ascent. And in proportion to the scientific devel6p- 
ment of a community is its relative estimate of the men who 
do not disdain those minor researches which are yearly becom- 
ing more indispensable, yet are unrewarded by popular 
applause. The science of the nineteenth century is to be 
sought not in ponderous tomes, but in abundant memoirs. 
Sciefitific progress in these days is like that of a besieging 
army. Little by little miners work beneath the surface ; slowly 
the intrenchments grow to right and left, approaching always, 
however indirectly ; gradually the long circumvallations close 
around the citadel. Here, ground is gained for a new base of 
operations ; there, is opportunity for striking in a neV direc- 
tion. Through avenues thus laboriously prepared the embattled 
host advances. At last a point is secured whence the artillery 
may begin it»work. Under cover of this, new approaches are 
effected, until at last, in the fhllness of time, the final charge is 
made. One brilliant dash, and the stronghold falls. But 
should the engineers' devices, the miners' toil, the soldiers' 
labor at the earthworks and the artillerists' service at the guns, 
all be held cheap, because of our admiration of the gallantry 
and chivalry that led the decisive onset? So thoroughly has 
the scientific world been impressed in recent years with the im- 
portance of Judging researches not by their brilliancy, but by 
their promise of ultimate useflilness, that the straining after 
sho¥ry results is deemed unworthy and derogatory, while a new 
and well established fact is welcomed with a more earnest 
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cordiality than the most fascinating hypothesis, or the most 
plausible conjecture, prior to its Terification. 

All science is, and most be, to a certain extent, experimen- 
tal. Even in those branches which from their very nature 
preclude arbitrary experiment, comparisons of phenomenon 
with prediction, of observation with computation, supply its 
place. Methods of discovery, in astronomy and in chemistry 
or teirestrial physics, differ but little. Eeppler's mind was 
scarcely of a different order, or his processes of a different 
class, fh>m Faraday's. And, essential as the inductive method 
may be for a control and criterion of the results attained, few 
discoveries were ever made by pure induction. Given the re- 
sult in advance, experiments may be contrived for guiding to 
it ; let us once knoiv that the truth lies in one, and one only, 
of two divergent directions, and we may think out crucial in- 
stances. But such are not usually the circumstances under 
which discoveries are made; and learning and skill are in 
general no more necessary for disposing of hypotheses, than is 

^ ingenuity of invention for framing them. 

The facts and relations to which I have caUed your atten- 
tion indicate the frmctions of the scientist in the present con- 
dition of our civilization. The duty of investigating the 
principles and laws of the material universe once conceded, 
this office devolves, in the grand division of labor, upon a 
special class. And that stage of progress is already attained, 
in which subdivision in a high degree, among this class, is 
imperative. Large acquaintance with kindred branches of 
science, and special concentration of effort upon a narrow 

^ field, are alike requisite for the investigator. Moreover he 

must be content with smaU and modest additions to human 
knowledge ; humbly and hopefUUy gathering what he may, and 
bringing faithfriUy his sand-grains to the heap, if he find no 
stone for the temple. He may no longer look for brilliant dis- 
coveries as the sure reward of earnest research, though he 
should possess the genius of Pythagoras, Archimedes, or Co^ 
pemicus ; nor have others the right to expect it of him. And 
if perchance any such discovery or generalizatiop fall to his 
share, simple justice demands that he concede to others much 
of the merit. The activity and energy of scientific inquiry at 

. A. A. A. S. VOL. XVm. 8 
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the present moment are intense beyond all precedent in his- 
tory. The accretions and developments of a couple of years 
change the aspect and relations of each successive discovery 
almost past recognition. An important fact, noted but unpub- 
lished by one man, speedily manifests itself to others ; so that 
suppressed discoveries are in fact abandoned ones, and the 
most important are very frequently made in duplicate. This 
is simply because the limit of our human knowledge spreads 
like a great circular wave, emanating from a center. The ad- 
vancing lines have access only to what lies upon the margin 
before them, and the throng who press forward tread in con- 
tiguous paths, the divergence of whose radiation is overbal- 
anced by the continually increasing number in the ranks. 
And it is characteristic of the present tima that it is a period 
requiring co-operation and associated effort in scientific re- 
search, not merely for the sake of needfril distribution of 
labor, but because combinations of resources and acquirements 
are requisite, to which no individual can attain. 

It would be a grateful office to congratulate you upon the 
part our own people is taking in this great campaign for intel- 
lectual conquest. Thank God we may claim some part in it, 
and names too, among the living as well as the dead, which 
will surely gain lustre in scientific annals with the lapse of 
time. Yet how small is our relative share! Why have we 
not, in our forty millions of men, as many active investigators, 
as many scientific institutions, as much national support, as 
much popular sympathy, as may be found in Germany, France, 
or England? Why are the efforts of the scientist appreciated 
and encouraged solely in proportion to the estimate of them 
by popular and altogether incompetent tribunals? That it is 
so, needs no demonstration. Popular sympathy or encourage- 
ment rarely rewards the scientific investigator while living; 
and when it does, it is seldom because of his highest achieve- 
ments. And those rewards, which the community honestly 
desires to bestow upon this class of intellectual labor, are but 
too apt to fall to the mere bookwright, if not to the charlatan. 
Meanwhile great public interests suffer for want of such guid- 
ance as very many easily might, and gladly would, give who 
live and die unrecognized by those who would desire to make 
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their services available, and whose recognition would augment 
their usefulness a hundred fold. 

Do you ask the remedy for this disease? I know none, ex- 
cept such change in public sentiment as may lead to deference, 
in scientific matters, to the judgement of experts, together with 
the maintenance and encouragement of institutions which may 
serve to develop experts and indicate who they are. 

It cannot be denied that there is a large class with whom 
strong antipathies exist against scientific pursuits, and against 
those who are habitually engaged in them. For these preju- 
dices there are various reasons, some by no means unnatural. 
That continual demand for evidence, which scientific studies 
evoke, is peculiarly distastefhl to the vague and purely specula- 
tive mind, and affords a never-failing subject for ridicule. The 
very warfare in which the reverent votary of science some- 
times finds himself involved in defence of her interefits — so 
paramount in his estimation to his own — is made a ground for 
imputations of irritability and Jealousy. The mere utilitarian 
objects to the abstractions of the higher sciences, as unfitting 
men for the daily duties of life; ignorant himself of any 
utility or duty which does not lie upon the surface. And then 
there is a counter-prejudice even among some educated and 
tboughtftil men, which regards all studies pertaining to the 
physical universe, as of a low order and ^^materialistic" ten- 
dency, and which actually despises all inquiries, the correctness 
of whose results may be tested. 

How far jus^ foundation may exist for any of these adverse 
judgements, I wUl not undertake to say. There can be no 
doubt that exclusive attention to any one class of pursuits, 
will give onesidedness to the character, as well as to the cul- 
ture ; yet I am not sure tliat scientists are more justly subject 
to this criticism than any other class of men. Indeed it might 
be claimed for them, with a fair show of reason, that as a class, 
they are more familiar with literature, philosophy, and the arts, 
than the followers of these vocations are with science. Cer- 
tainly they are better acquainted with the practical affairs of 
technology, than the so-called ''practical man" is with scien- 
tific matters. And if the tenor of their studies lead them to 
distinguiah sharply between what is, and what is not, ausoepti- 
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ble of proof, and thus to lose some of the genial influences of 
imagination through their quest of the ennobling influences 
of truth, they may perhaps be thereby rendered less agreeable 
companions, yet they are none the worse citizens. 

But all the opposition to scientific studies, springing fix>m 
such considerations as I have named, is smaU compared with 
that from theological sources. From the very dawning of 
modem science, the various systems of theology hare waged 
against it an unceasing war. The demonstrable character of 
its results have rendered it especiaUy obnoxious to those who 
feared some encroachments upon their prescribed tenets, or 
who dreaded lest the overthrow of some favorite theory might 
be fatal to all reliance upon their creed. Some have assumed 
an antagonism between the orally and the visibly revealed word 
of God, and in their solicitude for the former have attempted 
to disclredit the latter, and summoned to their aid the whole 
battery of the casuist. But they have forgotten that excess of 
zeal is abortive, whether it be in behalf of science or of reli- 
gion, and is sure to create a reaction injurious to that cause in 
behalf of which it is exhibited. 

I remember thirty years ago hearing a venerable and good 
man, who stood in the front rank of our scientific teachers, 
preface his lectures on geology with a deprecation of its 
*^ infidel" tendency when not properly interpreted. And the 
days are by no means past, when the efforts to reconcile appar- 
ently conflicting statements, in the book of Genesis and the 
book of Nature, are far more strenuous thaib any eflforts at 
verifying the credentials of either statement. The inquisition 
of two decades ago took a different shape from that of two 
centuries earUer, but it was scarcely less tyrannous or unre- 
lenting. That agony of nerve and muscle, which wrung from 
Galileo Galilei his transient recantation, was scarcely more 
severe than the mental and moral pangs, which more than one 
man of science has been caUed upon to bear in our own day, 
because he has become convinced that our earth existed thou- 
sands of centuries ago ; that all mankind are not descended 
from a single pair ; that the evidence is decisive that human 
beings lived during the pleiocene period ; or that the sun ante- 
dated the earth, and its alternations of day and night. 
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All this is changed in our seminaries of learning today, I 
admit. In the meridian blaze of scientific knowledge, and 
the diffiision of its life-giving energy, such darkness could not 
continue. Yet how short the interval since its dispersion! 
Bevulsions of popular feeling are like the oscillations of a 
inighty pendulum. Reaction has now in turn overshot its mark, 
and today it is theology which stands on the defensive. Even 
that attempted compromise, which would leave to scientists all 
things scientific, and to theologians all things theological, 
although In its nature unstable, has failed to find that tempo- 
rary acceptance which might have been anticipated for it. 

Thus the conflict, between accepted creeds and facts claiming 
to be demonstrable, is one which may no longer be delayed. 
No temporizing will avert it more, and one or the other must 
yield. Truth, though many-sided, cannot be discordant, and 
the honest man desires to know and to accept it. No evidence 
for any theory can be satisfactory, so long as evidence on the 
other side cannot be disposed of. The student of nature 
deals, it is true, only with material facts ; yet his results, such 
as they are, are demonstrable, and may not be discarded to suit 
the preference of any sectarian. On the other hand, theologi- 
cal and philosophical inquiry deals only with moral evidence 
and with mind ; yielding results which rarely admit of actual 
demonstration. With a strange avidity, the name ^science' 
is constantly claimed for researches in these fields, as though 
no other word were equally honorable ; still it is relatively only 
a very small portioif of them to which the term may be right- 
Ailly applied, since it implies the investigation, not of facts 
alone, nor doctrines, but of laws. And although unquestion- 
ably there have been, and may be, elicited in this field certain 
laws, yet their paucity is recognizable by the criterion that 
what is once established must be accepted by competent minds, 
and adopted as a basis for farther research. To deny the laws 
of gravitation, of the tides, of storms, of magnetism, is merely 
to manifest ignorance. Yet the multitude of diverse systems 
of philosophy and of religious creeds has been increasing, not 
diminishing, for the last two thousand years. 

Still it may not be denied that we have two independent 
means of attaining knowledge of the higher truths. These 
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imply totally different methods, and should reciprocally con- 
firm each other, if their results be correct. Let the existence 
of a real conflict in their results be once established, and their 
is no escape from the inference that at least one of them is 
erroneous. Now although mistakes in scientific deductions are 
frequent enough, no sane man will contend that those results 
are erroneous, which may be proved to the acceptance of 
all competent investigators who examine the question. And 
those, who war upon all scientific investigation of theological 
questions, mast either object to competent evidence, or must 
plant themselves upon the dangerous ground that all physical 
evidence is inadmissible. 

In what I am saying I am sure no one will suspect me of the 
slightest intentional disrespect to the religious convictions of 
any earnest believer, however conservative or however liberal. 
Yet we are continually brought to the old, old dilemma, where 
science seems to demand one inference, and faith another. 
To accept either, if hopelessly contradicted, is repugnant to 
the philosophic mind ; how to reconcile them, has been the 
problem of the ages. The apparent antithesis may be vari- 
ously stated. One man presents it as between Nature and 
Revelation; the latter certainly divine, the former in its 
essence illusory. Another puts it as between Science and 
Religion ; the former ignoring the moral, and the latter the per- 
/^eptive faculties. A third gives it as between the evidence of 
the Senses and the intuitions of the Soul. Bigots, casuists, 
fanatics, have each in turn assailed the teachings of science, 
and have swept along with them many a good and earnest 
man whose fervid piety has led him to glory in the motto 
^ Credo quia impoainbtle est.' Vague arguments, in which words 
and ideas have become almost inextricably confounded, have 
alarmed the consciences of men, lest the rewards of faith 
should be withheld from those whose faith required no sacrifice 
of reason. Meanwhile it has been forgotten, both that there 
must be some apparent reason for one's faith, and that faith 
and reason are alike expressions of the Divine in man. To 
such an intensity has bigotry continued even in our own days, 
that we may see the mischievous sophistry yet maintained in 
some quarters, that there are moral limits to inquiry, which 
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man may not presume to transcend; before which scientific 
research is unlawAiI, and theological' inquiry sin Ail. What 
conld impel to such doctrine, except an apprehension of those 
results to which honest research might lead? Were the pro- 
hibition addressed only to a class deemed incompetent to in- 
yestigate intelligently, or whose preliminary knowledge was 
inadequate, we might appreciate and possibly approve it. 
But this is not its spirit. It is either an assertion that the 
Almighty cannot guard his own secrets, or else it is an asser- 
tion that the All-wise and All-powerfhl has imbued us with 
quenchless aspirations, and has established incentives which 
cannot be followed without leading us away from him. Before 
modem science existed, while superstition held unchallenged 
sway, when dealers in the black arts of chemistry, astronomy, 
and the like, were conceded to have sold their souls to Satan, 
such a' doctrine might not have surprised us. But that edu- 
cated partisans of any creed should maintain today, that 
obedience to the God-given instinct of searching out the laws 
and being of the Almighty, in his physical and moral creation, 
is a crime, and that the tree of knowledge still bears fruit 
which it is forbidden to gather, in however reverential a spirit, 
seems a horrible anachronism. 

If there be one moral truth which may be regarded as be- 
yond all question, it is that our worship belongs to the author 
of nature, who fashioned alike the body and the soul of man, 
and is sovereign over all matter as well as all spirit. Yet the 
separation between scientific and religious views of the uni- 
verse has been growing wider for a century, impelled by the 
joint efforts of the bigot and the atheist, who have worked 
most earnestly together for their common object. Never was 
the need so sorely felt for the discovery and recognition of 
that middle term, which must exist, and through which the dis- 
sonant views are reconcilable. 

One of the clearest thinkers of our time believes that he has 
found such a middle term, and maintains with vigorous argu- 
ment the doctrine that it exists in Force. And among its varied 
and correlated manifestations he claims that it nowhere finds a 
simpler or higher manifestation than in Will, — the only form 
which may claim to be primary. Here we enter upon a theme 
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SO lofty and so dizzying in its height that we may well distrust 
our powers ; and in the Unwonted keenness of our sense of their 
inadequacy, we feel how closely we are treading upon the mar- 
gin of their range. Yet I will venture to say a few words 
upon this point, because I find myself alike unable to resist 
the conyiction that a great verity underlies the idea, or to ac- 
cept the doctrine as consonant with what may be regarded as 
demonstrated concerning the nature of force ; notwithstanding 
the ability with which it has been maintained by a certain 
school of philosophers, that life, consciousness and all psychical 
energy are simply manifestations of this same force,— conver- 
tible into and deduced from heat, chemical action and the 
like. 

Scientists are now of accord that ''force can neither be 
created nor destroyed," and that "the quantity of force in 
nature is just as eternal and unalterable as the quantity of 
matter." Its various forms are eminently convertible, yet 
utterly indestructible. And to avoid that fruitful source of 
disagreement among the ablest men, which has arisen from the 
ambiguous signification of the word, we must adopt the meaning 
which is finding general acceptance, and define force as "that 
which is expended in producing or resisting motion;" thus 
clearly discriminating between force and its cause. 

In his retiring Address before this Association, last year, our 
honored ex-president Dr. Barnard presented an argument, so 
vigorous and clear that I see no room for an adequate re- 
joinder, in opposition to the doctrine which would extend the 
principle of the conservation of force to the phenomena of 
consciousness, — "a philosophy which at the present day is 
boldly taught in public schools of science, and which numbers 
among its disciples many very able men." He says, for in- 
stance : — 

'' Organic changes are physical effects, and may be received without 
hesitation as the representative equivalents of physical forces ex- 
pended. Bnt sensation, will, emotion, passion, thought, are in no 
conceivable sense physical." — [JVoc. Amer, Assoc,, ChicagOyp, 89.] 

"The philosophy, which makes thonght a form of force, makes 
thought a mode of motion ; converts the thinking being into a me- 
chanical automaton, whose sensations, emotions. Intellections, are 
mere vibrations produced In Its material substance by the play of 
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physical forces, and whose conscious existence mnst forever cease 
when the exhausted organism shall at length tail to respond to these 
external impolses." — llbid, p. 91.] 

** Thought cannot be a physical force, because it admits of no meas- 
ure. ... A thing unsusceptible of measure cannot be a quantity, and 
a thing that is not even a quantity cannot be a force." — {Ibid, pp. 
9S, 4.] 

Before the cogent reasoning carried out by President Bar- 
nard, of which the general tenor is indicated by these quota- 
tions, the view that force affords a middle term between the 
moral and the material worlds can be sustained as little as the 
pure materialism against which the argument was directed. 
But if we ascend a grade higher, and consider that which 
guides and compels force, as force guides matter, I am dis- 
posed to belicTe tb^t the problem n^ay be nearer to a solution. 
Yet I offer my views with hesitance, not unwndAil of the great 
thinkers who l^ave considered these exalted topics, and shrink- 
ing from the rebuke of presumption. 

There is s\jx elegant 93q>eriment, in which the tension of a 
spring is made to produce heat by percussion, thus developing 
the current firom a thermo-electric battery, which by successive 
modifications of its force exhibits heat, chemical action, mag- 
netic attraction, and finally bends another spring; the same 
original force successively appearing in all these various mani- 
festations until it is reestablished m its primitive form. In 
such an experiment the imperfections of the apparatus would 
of course entail some loss at each successive step, and thus 
preclude the practical recovery of an available force equal to 
that expended in the original fiexure of the spring. Yet the 
fact is beyond question that such loss is due solely to the inade- 
quacy of our implements for collecting and transmitting the 
force at each stage of the experiment ; for the law of conser- 
vation teaches that it is in every instance converted into other 
form or forms without diminution. Could such an apparatus 
be constructed with theoretical perfection, it would represent 
an eternal circuit of force ; and, like the ftictionless pendulum 
in a vacuum, it would exhibit a perpetual motion, after the 
needfVil impulse had once been applied. The spring would os- 
cillate forev^, did no extraneous force oppose, whether the 
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force producing its rebound were or were not transmitted 
through a chain of modifications. 

In this inert apparatus no force whatever would have been 
embodied, yet qualities would have been implanted by design, 
which would compel an indestructible force, applied to it, to 
play the part of an unwilling Proteus. The influence seems 
unavoidable that force may be guided and controlled, com- 
pelled to exert itself in this or in that shape, without the out- 
lay of any other force for the purpose. If it be objected that 
it is an intrinsic law of force that it shall change its form in 
exerting itself, the case is in nowise altered by the expression 
of this truism. Our design has prescribed, and (extraneous 
force being absent) might indefinitely prescribe, the modes and 
directions in which that constant force should manifest itself. 

Muscular force is directed, and in its vital action is usually 
controlled, by will. If we assume it to be coequal with the ex- 
penditure of tissue,* measurable alike by its transferred re- 
sults and by the decomposition of this tissue, where and what 
is that power which lets loose or withholds this force, and 
whose action is attended by a conscious effort ? It is the will, 
— a something which directs and controls force without ex- 
pending it. Not only are thought and forms of consciousness 
not forces, if the reasoning already adduced be correct, but, 
although often moral incentives to the will, they are not even 
motive energies, in the sense in which I think we must con- 
cede the will to be such. It is true that the exercise of 
thought is followed by fatigue, yet it is not attended by a sense 
of effort, except in so far as it is directed by an exertion of 
the will. And although the former doubtless consumes tissue, 
have we any reason for believing that the exercise of will does 
the same, apart from that consumption which corresponds to 
the forces whose mode of action it prescribes? 

Thus it would appear that the metamorphosis of force, 
though not "work done" in the mechanical sense, is the re- 
sult of some definite mode of causation. What this causation 
is, and whether it is susceptible of measurement, are the next 
questions. In the same category with this agency, or energy, 

* Even if it be also, to some extent, supplied by the disorganisation of food not 
Ailly converted, the argument is not thereby affected. 
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or influence, the vital principle would seem to belong, — direct- 
ing forces while it neither expends nor consumes them. In the 
growth of organic beings, unstable combinations are formed, 
and organized structures are thence reared, in which, as Kant 
has so beautifully said, ^'all parts are mutually ends and 
means." K in such organic development force is consumed, 
disorganization without decomposition ought to evolve it. Of 
the deposit of force in the unstable material of the tissues, I 
am not speaking, but of the vitality itself, which represents an 
energy requisite for the development and growth of organisms, 
— their dissolution being in turn attended by development of 
inferior forms of life, which suggest that this energy may have 
again been made available, — au energy too which is not 
^^ force," as this term has Just now been defined. ^ 

No comparison can be drawn between vitality and those 
molecular forces which build the crystal. Crystalline forms 
arise when the molecular attractions enjoy the freest scope, 
and their construction must be attended by an evolution of ' 
force, which ought to be recognizable by physical tests, aud 
which should also be measurable by an excess of their resis- 
tance to solution, over that of comparatively amorphous masses 
of the same material, in which equal weights present equal 
surfaces. 

So, too, not only in that individuality which life confers and in 
the impossibility of insulating or transferring vitality, but also 
in its hereditary character and its apparent susceptibility of • 
indefinite increase or diminution, the vital energy violates our 
fundamental conceptions of force, and demands a separate 
category, seeming to belong in the sam^ with will. If will and 
life be forms of force; their total amount must be limited by 
the law of conservation. If, on the other hand, they are out- 
side the realm of forces, we may more readily indulge the con- 
viction to which experience would lead, that their freedom is 
unfettered by any restrictions within our knowledge, — each 
enjojring an indefinite, though possibly a correlated scope in its 
own domain. The indestructibility of both matter and force 
implies a fixed coeflScient of force for matter in equilibrium ; 
but how great is the contrast offered in this respect by such 
energies as life and wiU 1 
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Now if this reasoning be correct, we may have in this class 
of energies that middle term, so earnestly desired and so in- 
tensely needftil, which unites the phenomena of matter with 
those of spirit, and forms the connecting link between science 
and religion; their harmonious conjunction affording the 
highest system of philosophy. It is this class of energies 
which, controlling the forces of matter, guides and governs 
their modifications and transformations. It is this, moreover, 
which, inseparable from mind, is exerted by all conscious organ- 
ism. The mystic play of coequal, but to our senses, so dis- 
similar forces, and the equally recondite mutual action of the 
eye, the brain and the nerve, alike demand agencies transcend- 
ing all our science, yet implicitly obeying physical laws. The 
highest manifestations of these agencies is in will ; the highest 
agent is the Almighty. Thus the dictum of faith, that the 
universe exists only by virtue of the continued will of its 
Creator, represents a palpable scientific fact ; and we may see 
that the pantheist, the materialist and the spiritualist (I will 
not be debarred from this noble word by the associations of its 
misuse today) have been contemplating the same exalted 
truth from different aspects, with limited ranges of vision. 

With the disappearance of theological hostility to science, a 
new era will commence, and increased progress may confi- 
dently be expected both for science and for religion. But we 
may not conceal from ourselves that the omens are less favor^ 
* able for science in our own land than elsewhere, since there 
are peculiar obstacles to be encountered. These chiefly arise, 
directly or indirectly, from that characteristic in our national 
development, which assigns an exaggerated value to immediate 
utility, and a low estimate to what real utility is. It cannot 
be denied tha| the attainment of riches is becoming with us 
more and more the chief aim of existence ; and this tendency 
is aggravated by that dominant spirit in our large cities, which 
gives to wealth alone the influence which it ought to share 
with integrity, with refinement, with education, and with tal- 
ent. Thus the ambition of our youth is almost irresistibly 
directed to the acquisition of property as the highest worldly 
good, and their experience is made to confirm the doctrine. 
Our institutions of science, few as they are (and almost uni- 
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yersally confounded by the public with institutions for the 
preliminary education of youth), are, like the latter, dependent 
upon subsidies and gifts from individuals. A disposition to 
advance the public welfare by liberal munificence, may cer- 
tiunly be claimed for our wealthy classes, and America has a 
right to abundant pride in the generosity of her rich men ; 
yet it cannot be expected that largeness of views in literary 
or scientific matters should always be commensurate with 
largeness of heart ; and the monuments of unwisely directed 
generosity, scattered all over the land, commemorate gifts, 
which, if judiciously bestowed, would probably have placed the 
United States in the front rank of intellectual progress. But, 
more than this, these same influences have resulted in placing, 
to a very large extent, the governance and guidance of intel- 
lectual agencies, and the control of intellectual institutions, in 
the hands of men not well fitted for their exercise. How could 
science, or literature, or art thrive, wlnle their interests are in 
the keeping of those who do not comprehend them, and who, 
even with the best intentions, do not know at what to aim? 
The administration of the finances of an institution loses 
much of its value, when the institution itself goes adrift. And 
then again, while it has been and is still the usage to do all 
WB can for the education of youth up to a certain point, no 
encouragement or support has been deemed needfril beyond 
that point ; so that in fact the individual is aided in prepar- 
ations for useftdness, but receives not the sHghest encourage- 
ment for the actual exercise of that usefrilness, after the 
preparation is completed. In late years we have actuaUy re- 
trograded in this respect ; and, even in seminaries of education, 
discouragements are thrown in the way of those studies which 
do not suit the views of the utilitarian. But in America 
today, the crying need is of opportunities to make serviceable 
such preliminary training as may have been acquired in any 
purely intellectual or scholastic field — a need far greater than 
any lack of opportunity to obtain this requisite education. It 
has become forgotten that the training of the school and the col* 
lege is but a means, and not an end ; and, as in so many other 
cases, the end is lost frt>m sight in the pursuit of the means, 
— the prosecution of research is neglected, while the requisite 
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education is zealously provided for. Thus it is that the sci- 
entist is compelled, almost without exception, to earn his bread 
independently of his vocation, that is to say, by work other 
than scientific research. Finally, the want of any recognized 
tribunal, whose judgement might be provisionally accepted 
upon matters requiring scientific knowledge for their decision, 
which might command public confidence by the character and 
attainments of its members, and which could represent, advo- 
cate and maintain the interests of science with the public and 
with government, has till recently been a source of disadvan- 
tage, which it would be difiOicult to overestimate. 

The extent to which our people has indirectly suffered from 
the want of recognition and support of scientific pursuits 
would scarcely be credited at first statement. The lack of 
those mental habitudes which they imply, is a fhiitftil parent 
of superficiality, and is largely accountable for our national 
fault, — ^want of thoroughness ; for thoroughness will never flour- 
ish while only those pursuits are encouraged which promise 
immediate recompense of the most tangible sort. Another 
result is the absence of deference to competent authority, the 
absence of respect for mental excellence and power. To be- 
comiB aware how little we know, requires some progress in 
knowledge ; and, just as want of faith brings superstition, so 
disregard or ignorance of known laws begets credulity. What 
ludicrous illustrations of this fact are daily offered by the 
vague popular conceptions of the well-known laws of electri- 
cal action. I have heard it said that the most complex pro- 
cesses are suddenly revealed and made clear to the feminine 
mind by the magic word ^'machinery." Be this true or not, 
it will scarcely be denied that to the masculine intellect there 
is a cabalistic virtue of equal potency in the mysterious name 
"electricity." To this awe-inspiring agency — although no 
more recondite for the physicist than heat or light or grav- 
itation — all uncomprehended facts are attributed with a sort 
of satisfaction to that reference to supernatural powers is thus 
evaded I 

The recently prevalent belief in ghostly table-turnings, 
supernatural knockings, rappings and bell-ringings, and in 
spiritual lead-pencils, would fUmish also a painful illustration 



ADDRESS OF BX-PBESIDB19T GOULD. 81 

of my meaning, were it not still a somewhat dangerous subject 
to discuss with freedom, — even out of Salem ! 

Prominent among the serious dangers which are theatening 
the welfare of science among us, at present, is its advocacy 
upon improper grounds. That man is no loyal follower and 
no true fkriend, of science who bases her claims to support upon 
the ground of immediate practical utility. How essential she 
always has been to the useM arts, all history and experience 
proclaim ; yet these recompenses would form indeed a low and 
unworthy motive for her pursuit. To follow her for such an 
end would be to follow a Divine leader for the sake of the 
loaves and fishes, expected to be miraculously dispensed to 
hearers of the word. To hear that word, to learn that law, to 
gain some comprehension of the lofty scheme, such are at least 
the only motives worthy of avowal. The present reaction 
from the era, when all culture other than classical and meta- 
physical was disregarded if not despised, and the crusade 
against classical culture, which results from this excessive reac- 
tion, bode no good to science. The champions in this crusade 
occupy simply the utilitarian ground, and their alleged advo- 
cacy of science is in fact scarcely more than an advocacy of 
the useful arts as the highest object of education or of the 
attention of the educated classes. The crusade is not in be- 
half of this or that form of intellectual progress ; it is against 
such intellectual culture as has not some tangible end, capable 
of being represented by dollars, or finding expression in some 
form of physical well-being. Results of this outburst of utili- 
tarianism, combined with worship of Mammon, are already 
visibly manifested all around us in the substitution of expen- 
siveness for elegance, of monstrosity for grandeur, of gaudi- 
ness for beauty, of quantity for quality. As the golden age 
degenerated to the iron, so the age of iron has dwindled 
into that of tinsel. See, in so many public buildings, how 
tawdry contrasts in color, or extravagance in ornamentation, 
usurp the place of beauty in form. See, in public grounds, 
how the grace and harmonies of nature are ostracized, for the 
sake of putting something expensive in their place. Even the 
reverence which would fain preserve and protect what is hal- 
lowed by associations and memories of the great and good is 
regarded as a conservatism, quite '^behind the times." 



32 ADDBB8S OF XZ-PRB8IDB1IT GOULD. 

To save our conntry from the abyss, on the yerge of which 
it stands, will require all the energies which can be summoned ; 
yet we have the satisfaction of knowing that, with few excep- 
tions, the most refined and cultivated men of the land recog- 
nize the danger and are united in efforts for its aversion. Sci- 
ence has few stronger Mends than among the scholars of 
America; scholarship, few more zealous adherents and ad- 
mirers than among her scientific men. Intellectual culture, of 
any sort which aims at something higher than narrow utility, is 
what we need, and its advance in any one direction can 
scarcely fail to be followed by advances in others. Scientific 
education, moreover, peculiarly requires ftillness of culture; 
and whatever hampers this, obstructs the progress desired. 
The experience of ages may not lightly be disregarded, and 
we must remember that novelty is not necessarily excelience 
in philosophy, education or art. 

But there is a pleasanter side to the prospect ; for, where self 
ence does have a foothold, her path is becoming smoothed and 
the sphere of her influence extended as never before. In scien-r 
tifio matters at least, we are attaining the epoch of simplicity, 
which entails universality, and this in its turn promotes the 
brotherhood of all who serve a common cause. The magnificent 
discovery of the correlation of the physical forces weaves the 
physical sciences into harmonious relationship, and opens to 
our vision glimpses of still grander generalizations beyond. 
Recognition of the equivalence of these different forces entails 
the introduction of absolute units which command universal 
acceptance ; and thermic, electric, magnetic, chemic, mechanic 
energies are gauged by units depending on the meter and on 
the earth's rotation. The metric Sjrstem of weights and meas- 
ures, already of almost universal use for purpose of research, 
is rapidly finding popular adoption among all nations, notwith- 
standing the force of prejudice and the reluctance to modify 
habitual usage. Thus the nations are entering into more inti- 
mate intellectual relations with each other, at the same time 
that, by the progress of the arts of life, the physical barriers 
which separated them are broken down, and the sharpness of 
dividing lines is softened. 

It would be unjust too, did we fail to acknowledge the influ- 
ences by which trade has not unfrequently exerted a most 
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healthM stimaliis upon scientific research, when the require- 
ments of the arts have pointed out the directions in wiiich 
farther knowledge is especially needflil for their purposes. 
The wonderfid additions to our knowledge of the laws of elec- 
trical circuits, which have been evoked in England by the direct 
influence of companies for the manufacture and use of subma- 
rine telegraph-cables, furnish a brilliant example of what may 
be accomplished in this way. And of a quite analogous char- 
acter are those national influences and characteristics which 
tend to the especial promotion of particular branches of science, 
and, by the reciprocal and reflected action of these upon the 
tendency thus implanted, render it markedly prominent. Thus 
the need of discovering and making manifest the mineral 
wealth of this continent, together with the magnificent fields 
ofilBred for exploration, have given in America remarkable 
development and impulse to geological investigation, and the 
proportion of geologists among our scientific men is probably 
manifold larger than in any other country. The same may be 
said of physical geography and of geographical and topo- 
graphical exploration. But, more than any other art, war has 
stimulated physical science; and those branches which have 
been made to contribute most abundantly to military ends are 
those which have thriven most among military nations. Ap- 
plied mathematics and the departments of physics useful to the 
engineer, the topographer and the artillerist have specially 
flourished in France. An amusing illustration of the relative 
positions which sciences and arts may occupy under peculiar 
influences, is furnished by a publisher's book-list, published in 
Paris monthly. The newly published books are assorted 1)y 
subjects, and one of the groups uniformly appears as follows : 
^^ Sciences Mathematiques et MilUairea: — Astronomie^ Arith' 
metique. Marine^ EquUcUion ; " thus showing how thoroughly the 
system of classification is arranged from the standpoint of the 
cavalry-man. National legislation, too, exerts a decided influ- 
ence, and in our own land by no means a favorable one to the 
investigator. At this moment the import-duty imposed by law 
upon apparatus intended exclusively for investigation, in in- 
creasing the sum of human knowledge, is nearly three times as 
great as that upon the same apparatus if imported for purely 
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educational purposes, in disseminating knowledge already at- 
tained! 

In these remarks, Gentlemen, I have endeavored to lay be- 
fore you such facts aiid' considerations as may illustrate the 
position and relations of the follower of science, especially in 
the United States. ^* What measure of confidence my inferences 
may deserve, your own experience and judgement must decide ; 
but I am sure you will not doubt my earnest desire 'so to pre- 
sent them as to wound the sensibilities of no man. I have 
sought conscientiously to describe the present aspect of sci- 
entific culture in our country, neither shrinking from the state- 
ment of unwelcome truths, nor reftising admission to the 
hopeful promises of the fhture. What that fhture is to be, 
rests in great measure with the generation now upon the stage. 

The magnificent, the stupendous march of scientific discov- 
ery in the recent past, leads to brilliant and almost limitless 
aspirations for the near future. The range of human insight 
into the creation has been of late so wondrously expanded at 
each limit, that we are emboldened to expectations of scientific 
discovery, which at first seem utterly extravagant. If within a 
decade we have learned to analyze the incandescent substance 
of sun and star, comet and nebula, — if we have attained to 
thermic, electric and acoustic tests, delicate beyond the apparent 
reach of human perception, — if we have learned the strange 
relation of meteor and comet, and added even molecular forces 
to the lists of known cosmical agencies, — if we have traced the 
laws of thermal refraction within conducting solids, and found 
out a higher alchemy in the transmutation of forces, — is it too 
much to expect that a few years more will disclose the subtle 
relation between conduction and induction ; that whatever may 
correspond to refraction in electricity will be developed ; that 
the source of the phenomena of terrestrial magnetism will be 
brought to light by the continued study of its laws ; that the 
mystic bond of gravitation may be made less incomprehensible ; 
that, if radiant action without a medium be possible, its mode 
of operation will be discovered; and that perhaps even the 
chemical constitution of the luminiferous ether may be ana- 
lyzed. 

In our own country, none of the obstacles to proper scien- 
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tific development are insarmountable in their character. Seri- 
ons they are indeed, yet far from discouraging. Amid our 
hopefulness and faith in the magnificent future which awaits 
the land we love more than Jews loved Zion, and toward which 
we look forward with an intenser pride than Athenian or Ro- 
man ever felt in the past glories of his country, we are too apt 
to tinge all the prospect with roseate coloring; and, in the 
greatness and depth of our confidence, we are tempted to shut 
our eyes to inauspicious omens. The patriot's duty is not to 
deny, but to meet and avert, all danger threatening his country; 
it is to labor for her welfare, not to bask in dreams of her 
coming glory. 

There are already abundant indications of a desire in the 
community to encourage science. However large a share may 
have fallen by the wayside, or on stony ground, still much of 
the liberality already manifested must bear good fruit. And 
as the fruit ripens and the community receives the resultant 
benefit, many of the evils already enumerated must infallibly 
be diminished. That completely vicious circle of administra- 
tive policy must sooner or later disappear, by which, in in- 
stitutions established for noble ends, the aims and objects 
themselves are lowered for the sake of winning donations for 
additional endowment. The time cannot fail to arrive when 
literary, artistic and scientific matters shall at last reeeive the 
guidance of literary, artistic and scientific men. Of aU intel- 
lectual pursuits, our national character seems most inclined to 
those of science. Would that the prospects of classical cul- 
ture and refinement were one-half as good as those of scientific 
progress ; for the proper mutual relations once established, 
these could not fail to reinforce and supplement each the other. 
In short, we need only the adaptation of our hitherto untried 
forms of social organization to intellectual as weU as material 
interests, — an adaptation, which the relatively small infiuence 
of intellectual pursuits thus far has too long delayed. 

The fundamental idea of this Association is the Advance- 
ment of Science by promoting intimate relations among those 
who love and desire to serve her, by gathering from distant 
regions the various results of scientific study for common dis- 
cussion and comparison, and by disseminating throughout the 
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country a popular interest in tlie ennobling pursuits to which 
we offer our allegiance. The absurdity of casting ridicule 
upon the Association because it invites to its ranks all lovers 
of science, whatever their sphere of life, their attainments, or 
their avocation, — cordially welcoming the contributions and 
encouraging the attendance of all who avail themselves of this 
means of furthering the great end, — is only paralleled by that 
other one, which finds another occasion for ridicule in the policy 
of confining the decision of purely scientific questions to those 
who are scientists by vocation. The fiippant sneers at scien- 
tific institutions of both classes, which not unfrequently meet 
our eyes, would almost lead us to doubt whether it were de- 
sired to confine all scientific culture to a class of Brahmins, or 
to submit the law of gravitation to a popular vote by majority. 
In the present critical period of our national development, the 
need of an organization like this is palpable ; and, if only some 
element of greater stability and of established policy could be 
introduced (which would seem by no means difiScult), its use- 
fhlness would be beyond description, reaching to every comer 
of the continent, and permeating the whole people with its 
healthfhl infiuence. 

Our field. Gentlemen of the American Association, lies 
clearly mapped out before us. Our duties are shrouded in no 

* uncertainty. To disseminate and impress the great truth that 
God has given us His works to read and His laws to learn ; 
to advance the public estimation of scientific research, not as 
a means, but as an end, — an end, however, which when hon- 

' estly pursued never yet failed to bring rich recompense to 
the community ; to encourage and assist all institutions estab- 
lished for the increase of human knowledge ; to inculcate res- 
pect for learning and reverence for authority ; to guide ambi- 
tion away from the mere accumulation of lucre and toward 
intellectual aspirations ; to deserve the confidence and guide 
the liberality of good and patriotic men, who would contribute 
of their own abundance to flurther the holy cause of science ; 
to protect scientific interests from the greed of those, who 
would make of them a prey, incited by the lust of money 
or of power ; and by these and aU other righteous means to 
hasten the time 'when the land pf the setting aun shall become 
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the Orient by leading the science of the world, awing the 
nations rather by her intellectual achievements than by her 
material power ; — these are among the great interests which 
are committed to our charge. 

May we, one and all, so acquit ourselves of these high re- 
sponsibilities, that coming years shaU render a verdict that 
the republic has received no detriment through negligence or 
weakness of ours I 
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A. MATHEMATICS, PHYSICS, AND CHEMISTRY. 

I. MATHEMATICS. 

1. A Demonstration of Euclid's assumed axiom belatiye 

TO PARALLEL LINES. Bj ALEXANDER C. TwiNING, Of 

New Haven, Coim. 

The plain and admitted fact that science feels no defect in 
its conclosions and experiences, no limitation even of its most 
subtle and recondite researches in consequence of the acknowl- 
edged absence of a link in the rigorous chain of Euclid's 
demonstrations, does not, apparently, abate the zealous efforts 
of modem geometry, to have the defect supplied. It may be 
hard to explain why the human mind should persist in striving 
after a desideratum which is not felt as an operative necessity, 
except we recognize a profound conviction of the superiority 
of pure intellect, upon abstract subjects of thought, to any 
and all deductions from mere experience. The author of this 
paper has ventured before,* and ventures now to follow in the 
wake of the many who have attempted to prove, under the 
definitions, and by the severe paths of the old geometry, the 
noted axiom — not so accepted however by modem science, nor 
yet proven to general satisfaction — that through a given point 
there can be btU one parallel to a given straight line. In pre- 
paring this paper for publication, some substitutions and abbre- 

• American Journal of Science and Arts, VoL i, 2d series, p. 88. 
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viations have been made, of which an indistinct intimation was 
given at the time of its reading. Obviously the chief novelty 
and principal importance are centred in the resulting proposi- 
tion, which the Lemma here immediately following is made to 
precede as a mere, although an essential auxiliary, and might 
be proved yet otherwise. 

LEMMA. 

No triangle can have the sum of its angles greater than two right angles. 

If this is proven of right angled triangles, then is it also 
proven of all triangles; for any triangle whatever, may be 
divided into two right angled triangles, 
whose oblique angles together constitute 
the angles of the given triangle; conse- 
quently if it is shown that the oblique 
angles of neither can together exceed a 
right angle, it is also shown that the angles of the given tri- 
angle cannot exceed two right angles. 
Accordingly, to prove the above for 
right angled triangles, let ABG he & 
triangle, right angled at B; and, if 
possible, let the two angles at A and 
(7, be together greater than a right 
angle. Upon AB raise the perpen- 
dicular AD equal ix> BO and join CD. 
BecHiuse the two oblique angles of the 
triangle exceed a right angle, while the 
two constituent angles of BAD are 
only a right angle, it follows that 
DACia less than its alternate angle 
ACB. Reverse AG upon itself, and 
revolve D down to 0, CO must fall 
within A OBj but, being only equal to 
B(7, cannot intersect AB. Therefore 
the triangle ACO lies wholly within 
ABO^ and 0, or 2>, exceeds the right 
angle at B. (Euc. 1, 21.) Then the 
quadrilateral ABOD has two right angles, and has the angles 
BOD^ ODAj equal, and each greater than a right angle. 
Revolve this quadrilateral over into the position A BCD'; 
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then DAD' is one straight line, and CBC is also one straight 
line, and the quadrilateral CC D' D has its four angles equal 
to one another, and each greater than a right angle. Revolve 
it over upon its terminal side D'C'^ into the position O C"D"D'^ 
then DD'D" is a reentering angle and CCC" is another equal 
to it. Draw i& and ^h perpendiculars to the medial line D'G' 
at the apices D* and C They will meet CD between C and 
D, and they will also meet CD" between C" and D", Thus 
there will be formed a new quadrilateral i& &x, having its angles 
all equal and in excess of the corresponding angles at (7, i>, 
D", C", because they are exterior to them in the triangles 
DD'i D'D"h^ etc. Also, for the like reason, and because 2>, 
D", etc., are obtuse, the lines i^i, D'6, etc., are greater, res- 
pectively, thanD'Z), D'D"^ etc. Revolve the new quadrilat- 
eral over on its terminal side 66, into the new position hh'h'h. 
Then J)b'^ ^V are reentering angles whose apices are at the 
extremities of the medial line hb. Perpendicular to that line, 
at those extremities and apices, raise the lines 22^, 22' ; they 
will meet u and b'h' within the points i, j^ and 6', 6', respec- 
tively. And by revolving over the quadrilateral 222'2' upon 
its terminal 2'2', this last will become a third medial line 
whose extremities are the apices of a third pair of reentering 
angles 22'2^, from which a third pair of perpendiculars 2^3, 
may be raised, cutting the fixed terminal side, Z>C, in the 
points 3, 3, and making 33, less than 22, or than its equal, 
2'2^ And this course of construction, it is evident, may be 
continued at pleasure, so long as there remains a medial line 
at whose extremities new perpendiculars may be raised and 
produced backwards, to cut both DC and its corresponding 
and opposite terminal side ; that is to say, so long as the suc- 
cessive segments CI, (72, (73, etc., have not increased to a 
length, as (7Z, which shall have either met its opposite and 
equal DZ'^ at the middle point between D and C, or the two 
shall have passed each other as seen in the figure. Now these 
segments cannot but so increase as to meet in the middle of 
DC ov to cross ; for the interior angles at 1, 2, 3, etc., are less 
than right angles, and consequently CI exceeds a perpendic- 
ular from C to C 1, also 12 exceeds a perpendicular from 1 to 
52, and so on successively. Moreover these perpendiculars 
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themselves successively increase in magnitude, because they 
subtend, successively, larger angles C7C1, 162, 22'd, etc., and 
from the extremities of successively longer sides (7'1, 62, 2'3, 
etc., opposite the respective right angles, as is shown by the 
construction.* Therefore neither (711, 22, 3, nor any suc- 
ceeding increment of CZ or DZ' can be so small as the per- 
pendicular from C to C'l. Let 8Z^ 8' Z' be the two equal 
perpendiculars which are the first to meet or pass each other. 
These are drawn, by construction, from the extremities of a 
medial line. Thus, it follows, there can be drawn from a 
point, TT, of their meeting and crossing, two perpendiculars to 
one and the same line, which is impossible. Therefore it is 
absurd to suppose that any right angled triangle^ or any tri- 
angle whatever, has the sum of its angles greater than two right 
angles; which was the point to be proved. 

PROPOSITION. 

Through a given point there can be but one parallel to a given straigJU line. 

Let AB he the given straight line, and C a given point. 
Through C draw CF' at right angles to CAj a perpendicular 
to the given line. Then CF' is the only straight line through 
C7, which cannot meet AB. 

DEMONSTBATION. 

Let there be any straight line, as CO, drawn through C, 
within the right angle at that point, and from some point O 
therein let G^i^ be a perpendicular to CF. Bisect CF in /, 
and raise the perpendicular //, meeting CO in I. In FO, pro- 
duced if necessary, take FK double //; join and produce 
IK, and draw III to the bisecting point between F and K. 
Because it has been shown that the right angled triangle Cfl 
cannot have its three angles together greater than two right 
angles they must either be together equal to two right angles, 

*For tbe reentering angles, successiyelf diminish., and Uierefore the half dif- 
ference between each, and two right angles increases; also C'1>C'C, and much 
more, bl>C'C. In lilce manner 2'2>61 and so on. And to suppose that the 
same or a less perpendicular can subtend the same given angle (and much more 
a greater angle) at a greater distance flrom the angular point, may easily be seen to 
involve the absurdity that two perpendiculars to the same line may be drawn firom 
that angular point. 
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or together less than two. If the latter, then will FO he 
greater than FK; for let / and H be joined, and obviously 
the triangle fFH, by construction, is equal and similar to 
(7/ J, and therefore has the sum of its angles less than two 
right angles. But the triangle flH cannot have more than 
two right angles, consequently the two triangles fFHj flH^ 
which together constitute the quad- 
rilateral fFHI^ cannot have so much 
as four right angles, and therefore the 
two angles flH, FHIy are together ^ 
less than two right angles. But from 
the equality of the perpendiculars 
//, FRj the last named angles are 
equal to one another, and therefore 
each is less than a right angle. Re- 
verse IH upon itself, and revolve over 
EG into the position Ig. Then, be- 
cause ffIg = IHG exceeds a right 
angle, it will lie out of fflfj which 
has been proved less; and, because 
fHO^ Olf^ are the supplements, res- 
pectively, of the equal angles fHFj 
Clf^ they are equal to one another ; 
and fHG less IHG^ or the angle 
fHIj is less than GIf diminished by 
jy//, or in other words, than the an- 
gle HIG = IHg, Consequei;itly IHg 
lies outside of IHf^ and the apex g 
lies outside of the triangle IfH^ and 
Ig=z*HG^ is greater than J/, or. than 
its equal by construction, HK; be- 
cause, if / and g were joined, the 
angle Ifg would be greater and the 
angle Igf less than a right angle. 
But also the angle IgH=IGH is less than IfH; by which 
it appears that IGH+FfH= CGF+FCG is less than the 
two angles at / within the quadrilateral ; that is, they are less 
than a right angle. Consequently it is proven that if the 
angles of Q flare together leas than two right angles j the same 
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18 true also of the angles of CFG; and also thai HO is greater 
than nK=ifL From / drop IL a perpendicular to -4JB, 
then, the same things being given, the angle LIG^ must lie 
within the angle LIK. And yet more, if necessary or de- 
sired^ let the perpendicular F' & be raised at the distance 
OF =2 OF, and F' K be taken twice FK, then the same 
things given, and the line IK being drawn, it may in like 
manner be shown that if CG produced will meet the perpen- 
dicular in G'^ F' G' must be greater than twice FG^ and much 
more be greater than twice FK^ and that LIG' would lie 
within the angle LIK' ; but if CG produced cannot meet 
F'K' produced, then much more must the angle LIO lie 
within LIK'. And still again, if another perpendicular F'K" 
be supposed, the double of FK, and raised at a supposed 
distance CF' twice that of CF, and meeting CI produced in 
G'\ then will F" G" be more than twice F' G\ and so on in- 
definitely, and the same things may be proven as before. 

It follows from all the above that if the line CI produced 
passes through K, then the three angles of Cfl are not less 
than two right angles. But they cannot be greater and must 
therefore equal two right angles. And, in fact, it will readily 
be seen, ex converso^ that if the angles of Cfl are equal to 
two right angles, then CI produced must pass though K^ and 
also through K^ K\ etc., indefinitely, and must meet the line 
AB, To prove this join fH, .then the triangle fFH by its 
construction is every way equal and similar to C//, and its 
angle at H being complementary to its angle at / is equal to 
the angled//, which is complementary to the same, — where- 
fore (Euc. 1. 4.) the triangles fHF^ FLfl^ have their third 
sides equal to each other and to (7/, and also the angle at / 
equal to the right angle at F^ and also the two angles at H^ or 
FHI^ a right angle ; and IF is a rectangle. Consequently, 
also, the two triangles IHK^ Cfl^ having the angles at H 
and / right angles, and the sides HK and // equal by con- 
struction, and the sides IH^ Cf equal, are equal and simi- 
lar triangles — wherefore the three ahgles at / together make 
two right angles, and CIK is one straight line, and the 
angles of CFK are together two right angles. And in like 
maimer may the same be proven of the triangle CF K'^ and of 
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the supposed triangle CF"K\ and so on indefinitely. Take 
in CA produced the distances (71, C2, C3, equal, respec- 
tively to //, FK^ FE? and so on, — each being double of 
the preceding, till Cn is found a greater than CA^ and join 
71, K2^ K'S, and so on. In the same manner as IF was 
proven a rectangle may /I be proven to be the same, and 
also, consecutively, J^2, F'3, and so on indefinitely for suc- 
cessive perpendiculars to D-4, each of which is met by CI 
produced, till finally the perpendicular Zn is proven to be 
met, as in Z, by the same. But AB cannot meet Zn, for if 
so it would form with it and the segment An b, triangle whose 
angles were* together greater than the two right angles. Conse- 
quently O/ produced will meet AB. Hence it has been dem- 
onstrated that */ GI produced passes throttgh K it wiU meet 
AB ; and it has before been shown that if it does not pass 
through ^ it will pass at some angle LIG within LIK^ and 
consequently mux^h more will it meet AB. Therefore it will 
meet AB whether it does pass or does not pass through 
K. But CI or (70 is any line whatever that makes an inner 
angle at (7 with CF. And if that inner angle is made on the 
opposite side from 0, the line must, if produced, meet AB on 
that side, as already proved for the side towards 0. But CF^ 
cannot meet on either side ; for, if so meeting, it would form 
with AB and AC & triangle having its angles together in 
excess of two right angles, which is absurd. Consequently 
CF'j which cannot itself meet ABj is the only line through O 
that cannot so meet : — which was to be demonstrated. 



2. On thb Construction op three Maps op Europe, France, 
AND North America, in the Gnomonio Projection, 
with a view to the Distribution op Mineral Wealth 

AND THE STUDY OP THE EaRTh'S FiGURE. By FeLIX 

Foucou, Madison, Wise. 

I have the honor to present to the American Association 
the formula and calculations relating to a set of maps in the 
gnomonic projection, in the construction of which I have been 
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engaged aboat four years. In such a system of projection, 
the surface of a country is developed upon a plane, tangent to 
the terrestrial spheroid at the centre of the said country ; all 
the points of the map are determined by the intersection of 
that plane with the radii of the sphere. The result of it is 
that every grand circle is represented as a straight line. So 
the eye is able to discover at a glance, whether the line which 
connects several points of geographical or geological import- 
ance, is or is not a grand circle of the earth. The practical 
superiority of these maps over all others now used lies in the 
fact, that on the latter ones every grand circle is represented 
by a curve line, which can be determined only by a graphical 
construction, or a series of calculus operations which involve a 
loss of time, and sometimes chances of mistake. 

Finally, the practical value of the gnomonic projection is to 
guide more surely the mining operations and the geographical 
studies, as it is well ascertained that many grand circles of the 
earth are, altogether, the lines of dislocation of the earth's 
crust and the belt of mineral wealth of similar origin. Such 
a relation is fully illustrated, both in Europe and America, by 
recent discoveries of metallic mines and mineral springs, and 
by the close study of the main features of the two continents. 
However it must be understood that I engaged myself in the 
construction of gnomonic maps, not in order to advocate any 
theory of the figure of the earth, but to collect facts and com- 
pare them more easily than it is possible to do it with the 
actual systems of projection ; these systems are excellent for 
several purposes, and we must keep them ; but they require a 
complementary one, which is the gnomonic or radiated system. 

A map of Europe, about forty square feet large, is quite 
finished since January last, and will be engraved in order to 
represent the geological structure of that continent. The 
original sheet is in Paris (France), and will be brought to 
America as soon as the work of engraving is completed. 

At the same time, my assistant is engaged in the drawing of 
a special map of France, measuring about ten square feet, and 
a preliminary map of North America, of about the same size. 

The formulas which have been used are new and simple; 
they require but the knowledge of elementary mathematics, 
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and are calculable by logarithms. The calculations are to de- 
termine the meridians by their distance from an axis, and the 
parallels by their intersections with each meridian. The for- 
mula relating to the meridians is 

d=B tang I cos L' 

i? being the radius of the sphere, I the longitude of the me- 
ridian, h' the latitude of the centre of the map, which centre 
is the point of tangence of the sphere with the plane of projec- 
tion ; d is the distance between the same centre and the point 
where the meridian intersects the axes of the map, which axis 
is the meridian of the centre. 
The formula relating to the parallels is 

Jg COS A COB a tang f 

sin (A -I- *) 

B. being the radius of the sphere, I the longitude of the meri- 
dian, I the latitude of the parallel, ^ and W two auxiliary 
angles, and x the distance between the axis of the map and 
the intersection of each meridian with each parallel. 

The geographical drawing has been, and is still, actually 
performed in Paris, with the prospect of being subsequently 
pursued in the United States, and I will not fail to let the 
American AssodcUion know the progress of the work and its 
practical applications to the art of Mining and the Science of 
Geography. 



II. MECHANICS. 

1. The Laws op the Deflection of Beams exposed to a 
Transverse Strain, tested by Experiment. By W. A. 
Norton of New Haven, Conn. 

I propose, on the present occasion, to communicate the 
principal results of a series of experiments made with an 
apparatus which I devised for the purpose of testing the theo- 
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retical laws of the deflection of beams exposed to a transverse 
strain. 

[The apparatus was described in detail with the aid of sev- 
eral large diagrams. The following description will suffice to 
give an accurate idea of its essential features.] 

It may be regarded as consisting of three different portions, 
viz. : (1) that which supports the stick to be experimented 
on ; (2) that which applies and measures the strain ; (3) that 
which measures the deflection produced. The supporting appa- 
ratus consists of two skeleton iron tables, each of which is a 
rectangular wrought iron frame, two and three-fourths feet long 
by two feet broad, resting at the four comers upon cast-iron 
legs two and a half feet high. The longitudinal bars of this 
frame are one inch broad by two inches deep. These tables 
are placed lengthwise on the same line, say a north and south 
line, and one foot four and a half inches apart. Each of them 
supports a transverse sliding frame composed of two wrought 
iron bars, one inch by two inches, placed four inches apart, and 
formed at the ends into two sliding saddle pieces that rest upon 
the longitudinal bars of the table-frame. These sliding frames 
can be set at any distance apart, from two feet to six feet. 
Upon each of them rests an iron plate five-eighths of an inch 
thick, and fitted by grooves to the two iron bars, so as to be 
movable in the direction of their length, or crosswise to the 
lengths of the tables. Upon these plates rest two cast-iron 
supports, each consisting of an upright pillar, one and one- 
eighth inches square in cross section and twelve inches high, 
connected at the bottom with a plate that is supported by four 
leveling screws upon the sliding plates just described, and at 
the top with a plate five inches long (crosswise to the table- 
frames), two and one-eighth inches broad and five-eighths of 
an inch thick. The nearer edges of the top plates of these 
upright supports are beveled off, so as bring them imme- 
diately over the pillars. The stick experimented on rests 
immediately on these iron plates, and its effective length is the 
distance between their nearer edges. 

The mechanical contrivance for applying the strain to the 
stick, like the supporting apparatus just described, is wholly 
ma4e of iron, and consists of an upright screw, turning by 



MECHANICS. 49 

means of female screws in two horizontal plates fastened at 
their four corners to upright columns. These columns are 
firmly connected with an iron bed plate, which is placed be- 
tween the table supports above described and securely fastened 
to the floor-joists by long screw-bolts. The screw-head is con- 
nected by intermediate pieces with an iron stirrup that rests 
crosswise upon the stick. There is a special arrangement, 
which cannot well be described here, by which these interme- 
diate pieces are made to move in a truly vertical direction, 
and not partake, in any degree, of the revolving motion of the 
screw. One of the intermediate pieces referred to, is a Fair- 
bank's Spring Dynamometer (essentially the same as Regnier's). 
The circular dial-plate reads from one pound to one thousand 
pounds. By means of the screw a power of one thousand 
pounds can be applied to the stick ; but in the experiments the 
strain was in no instance carried higher than five hundred 
pounds. 

The apparatus for measuring the deflection produced, con- 
sists of a brass lever of two arms, each flve inches long, one 
end of which is depressed by the middle of the bent stick, and 
the equal rise of the other is measured by a micrometer-screw. 
This micrometer-screw reads to one ten4housandth of an inch. 
The lever is placed crosswise to the length of the stick and 
opposite its middle. It passes through a vertical slot in the 
iron stirrup that rests upon the middle of the stick, and 
presses by a blunt steel knob against the under side, the far- 
ther end of the lever being made slightly heavier than the 
other, so as to secure a moderate pressure. The arrangement 
for supporting the lever consists of a wooden strip six and 
a half feet long, two and three-eighths inches deep, and one-half 
ln€h thick, stiffened along the top by a strip of brass. This is 
secured to the pillars of the two upright supports, by clamping 
pieces, which flrmly hold it at a distance qf five inches from the 
centres of the pillars and parallel to the length of the stick. 
Upon this supporting strip rests a sliding saddle-piece, having 
a small flat plate on the top, and adjustable by horizontal 
screws that pass through its vertical side plates and press 
against the vertical sides of the wooden strip. Upon the top 
plate of this saddle-piece rests, by means of four leveling 
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screws, another small plate, upon which the knife-edge of the 
lever immediately rests. From the vertical side-plate of the 
saddle-piece that is farthest ftrom the stick, extends a small 
horizontal bar, six inches long. This lies directly under the 
farther half of the lever. Near its farther end the micrometer- 
screw passes through it from below upward, and touches the 
under side of the lever, at a distance of five inches from the 
knife-edge support. The contact of its rounded point with the 
lever is observed with a microscope. The screw-head, adapted 
to the lower end of the screw, is two inches in diameter. Its , 
outer vertical edge is silvered, and graduated to read to thou- 
sandths of an inch ; but a small vertical wire fastened to the 
bar above it, past which the screw-head moves, subdivides the 
smallest space on the graduation, so as to make it possible to 
read to the one ten-thousandth of an inch. Since the knife^ 
edge of the lever is at the same distance from the point of con- 
tact with the upper end of the micrometer-screw and fh>m that 
with the middle of the under side of the stick, the micrometer 
readings are the linear deflections of the middle of the stick. It 
will be observed that the' depressions of the knob of the lever 
under the middle of the stick, will be the actual deflections ; 
since the support of the fulcrum of the lever is flrmly con- 
nected with the upright supports of the stick, and will par- 
take of any depression that they may experience from any 
settling of the apparatus under the action of the force that 
produces the deflection. It may be remarked here that it was 
ascertained, by an independent set of experiments, that the 
actual depression of the apparatus was very small ; only from 
two to three-thousandths of an inch for every one hundred 
pounds of pressure. 

The manner of conducting the experiments will be readily 
understood. The inner edges of the top surfaces of the up- 
right supports upon which the stick is to rest, are set at a dis- 
tance apart equal to the proposed efiective length of the stick ; 
either two feet, four feet, or six feet. These surfaces are care- 
fully leveled and adjusted to the same horizontal plane. The 
lower plates of the upright supports are firmly clamped to the 
sliding frames on which they rest, by portable clamps. The 
stick is then put in its place, the iron stirrup placed cross- 
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wise upon its middle, and connected by a sliding bolt and key 
with the upper end of the closed spring of the d3manometer. 
The apparatus for measuring the deflections is also leveled and 
adjusted. The screw is then slowly turned until the index of 
the dynanometer indicates one hundred pounds, two hundred 
pounds, or any other force of pressure it is proposed to apply, 
and the reading of the micrometer-screw indicates the linear 
deflection of the middle of the stick produced by the pressure 
applied. 

The experiments were made upon white pine sticks of vari- 
ous lengths, from two feet to six feet, and various breadths 
and depths, from one inch to four inches. The results are 
derived from the means of a large number of experiments. 
As an additional test the experiments were repeated upon a 
second set of sticks. 

The received theoretical formula for the deflection of beams 
of a rectangular cross section of uniform dimensions, is 

/= «* Ebd» ^ which m is a constant, P the power applied, E 

the modulus of elasticity, I the length, b the breadth, and d the 
depth of the stick. For the case of a beam resting freely on 
two supports and loaded in the middle, to which the experi- 

ments were entirely confined, this becomes /= J^^- ^ ^^^ 
formula be correct, then the following laws must be true. 

(1). The deflection is directly proportional to the pres- 
sure. 

(2). It is inversely proportional to the breadth. 

(3). It is inversely proportional to the cube of the 
depth. 

(4). It is directly proportional to the cube of the length. 

We will now compare each 'of these laws with the experi- 
mental results obtained. 

FHrst Law, The deflection is directly proportional to the 
pressure. The following table contains a few of the results 
that serve to test this law. The first three columns give the 
lengths, breadths, and depths of the sticks, and the last column 
gives the differences between the deflections produced by the 
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two pressures given in the column headed Difference of 
Pressures. 

The deflections for the first one hundred pounds of pressure 
are not included, for the reason that there is more liability to 
error in observing the absolute deflection than in observing the 
increments of deflection produced by each one hundred pounds 
of augmented pressure, starting from a pressure of one hun- 
dred pounds. The actual results for the first one hundred 
pounds are given, for comparison, at the bottom of the table. 

TABLE I. 





sticks. 


Diir. of Pressures. 


Diff. of Deflections. 


Length. 


Breadth. 


Depth. 














In. 


3 it. 


4 in. 


2 in. 


100 lbs. to 200 lbs. 


0.0114 


ti 


(t 


It 


200 " "800 " 


0.0102 


<( 


ii 


u 


300 " "400 " 


0.0090 


K 


ii 


It 


400 " "600 " 


0.0090 


4 ft. 


2 in. 


Sin. 


100 " *« 200 " 


0.0489 


«( 


• 


ti 


200 " «« 800 " 


0.0100 


211. 


Sin. 


2 in. 


100 " " 900 " 


0.0159 


ti 


II 


It 


200 " "300 " 


0.0135 


« 


11 


Ii 


300 " "400 " 


0.0127 


2 a. 


2 in. 


Sin. 


100 " " 200 " 


O.00S8 


it 


« 


t< 


200 " "800 " 


0.0084 


u 


ti 


Ii 


300 " « 400 « 


0.0080 
In. 


sn. 


4 in. 


2 in. 


lbs. to 100 lbs. 


0,0119 


4" 


2 ** 


3 " 


11 II <i 


0.0477 


2 *' 


8 " 


2 " 


11 II II 


0.0164 


2 " 


2 " 


3 " 


It i< II 


0.0092 



The following table gives the deflections for one hundred 
pounds, two hundred pounds, three hundred pounds, &c., 
pressure : 
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TABLE II. 



Sticks. 


Presdnres. 


Deflections. 


Lengttt 


Breadth. 


Depth. 












in. 


2ft. 


4 in. 


2 in. 


100 lbs. 


0.0119 


(i 


<i 


K 


200 " 


0.0233 


« 


ti 


U 


300 « 


0.0335 


u 


<i 


II 


400 " 


0.0426 


<l 


it 


tl 


600 " 


0.051G 


4 ft. 


2 in. 


Sin. 


100 " 


0.0477 


t( 


u 


11 


200 " 


0.0036 


« 


t{ 


II 


300 " 


0.1386 


2ft. 


Sin. 


2 in. 


100 ♦* 


0.0164 


<« 


<« 


II 


200 " 


0.0323 


« 


(( 


<i 


300 " 


0.0458 


<i 


II 


II 


400 " 


0.0685 


2ft. 


2 in. 


Sin. 


100 " 


0.0002 


«. 


u 


i< 


200 " 


0.0181 


i< 


tl 


u 


300 " 


0.0264 


tt 


II 


tt 


400 '< 


0.0344 





It appears from the results given in tables i. and ii, that the 
deflection is approximately proportional to the pressure ; but 
strictly speaking increases according to a less rapid law. The 
probable explanation of this descrepancy between theory and 
fact, is that as the force of pressure increases the neutral axis 
of the cross section of the stick shifts its position, and its 
distance from the centre of gravity of the cross section aug- 
ments as the pressure becomes greater. From this cause the 
moment of the resistance to flexure increases indirectly with 
the pressure, at the same time that it increases directly from 
the augmented strains of the fibres. The increased moment 
of resistance to flexure resulting from this shifting of the neu- 
tral atis, should be attended with a diminished increment of 
deflection for the same increment of pressure. 
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Second Law, The deflection is inversely proportional to the 
breadth. Table ni. will serve to test this. 



TABLE III. 



sticks. 


Obs. Deflection 
for 100 lbs. 


Cal. Deflection 
for 100 lbs. 


DUTerence. 


BatioB 
of Error. 


Length. 


Br'dth. 


Depth. 


in. 


in. 














2 ft. 


lln. 


2111. 


0.0423 


0.0423 


in. 




tt 






0.0196 


0.0211 


-1-0.0016 


M2 


it 






0.0147 


0.0141 


—0.0006 


1-24 


u 






0.0106 


0.0106 


0.0000 




4 ft. 






0.2868 


0.2868 






ti 






0.1200 


0.1429 


+ 0.0229 


1^ 


(t 






0.0083 


0.0062 


— 0.0031 


1-82 


t( 






0.0024 


o.on4 


+0.0090 


1-7 



The numbers in the coloinn of calculated deflections are 
obtained by assuming the observed deflection for the smallest 
breadth (one inch), and computing the deflection for the other 
breadths on the supposition that it is inversely proportional to 
the breadth. The last column gives the ratios of the difi'er- 
ences between the observed and calculated deflections, given in 
the preceding column, to the observed deflections. The ob- 
served deflections answer to an increase of pressure from one 
hundred pounds to two hundred pounds, or two hundred pounds 
to three hundred pounds. It will be seen that the errors are 
some plus and others minus, and that the ratios of error are 
small fractions. They are, however, too great to be attributed 
entirely to errors of observation ; but not greater than may 
reasonably be ascribed to differences in the moduli of elasticity 
of the different sticks, and to the greater shifting of the neu- 
tral axis in the case of the sticks most strained, in connec- 
tion with possible errors of observation. 

Third Law. The deflection is inversely proportional to the 
cube of the depth. 

It soon biecame evident, in the course of the experiments, 
that this law could not be regarded as even approximately 
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true, except in the cases of sticks, or beams, whose length 
bore a high proportion to their depth. The following com- 
parisons of observed with calculated deflections will show that 
it fails in the case of sticks two feet in length. 



TABLE IV. 



sticks. 


RaUoB 
of bd« 


Obs. Defleo. 


Cal. Deflec. 


Diir. 


Ratios 
of Error. 


Length. 


Bi'dth. 


Pepth. 


lto4 
lto2i 


in. 
0.1414 

0,0428 

0.0147 

0.0064 


in. 
0.0»» 

0.0086 


in. 
—0.0070 

^0.0019 




2 ft 

2 " 
2 " 

a " 


2 in. 

1 " 
8 " 

2 " 


1 in. 

a « 

2 »« 

3 " 


1^ 
1-4.4 



TABLE V. 



sticks. 


Batios 
of d« 


Obs. Deflec. 


Cal. Deflec. 


Diir. 


Ratios 
of Error. 


Length. 


Br'dth. 


Depth. 


Ito 8 
Ito 27 


in. 
0.1414 

0.0195 

0.0084 


in. 
0.0177 

0.0002 


— 0.0018 
^0.0082 




2 ft. 

« 

u 


2 in. 
(1 

<« 


lin. 

2 " 

3 " 


1-11 
1-2.6 



The calculated are all less than the observed deflections. 
The same is true when sticks of greater length than two feet 
are taken, but the errors are smaller in proportion as the length 
is greater. It appears, therefore, that the deflection decreases 
according to a less rapid law than the inverse cube of the 
depth. 

Fourth Law. The deflection is directly proportional to the 
cube of the length. 

The experiments show that this law fails, as well as the third. 
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TABLE VI. 



Sticks. 


Ratios 
of 1» 


Obs. Deflec. 


Cal. Deflec. 


Diff. 


Ratios 
of Error. 


Length. 


Br'dth. 


Depth. 




















in. 








2 ft. 


2 in. 


2 in. 




0.0195 


in. 


in. 




4 " 


2 " 


2 *« 


lto8 


0.1200 


0.1560 


+ 0.0800 


1-3.83 


2 " 


2 " 


8 " 




0.0064 








4 " 


2 " 


8 " 


lto8 


0.0460 


0.0672 


+ 0.0212 


1-2 


2 " 


8 *• 


2 " 




0.0147 








4 " 


8 " 


2 " 


lto8 


0.0983 


0.1178 


+ 0.0193 


1-6 


2 " 


4 " 


2 " 




0.0106 








4 " 


4 " 


2 " 


lto8 


0.0024 


0.0848 


+ 0.0224 


1-2.8 



We may conclude, from these results, that the deflection in- 
creases according to a less rapid law than the cube of the 
length of the stick. We have already seen that it decreases 
in a less rapid proportion than the inverse cube of the depth. 
It follows, therefore, that the true formula for the deflection 
probably contains at least one additional term, which varies 
less rapidly than as the cube of the length directly and the 
cube of the depth inversely ; or in other words, contains I in the 
numerator, and d in the denominator, each raised to a lower 
power than the cube. Now, if we consider attentively the 
changes that must occur in the relative positions of the mole- 
cules within a stick or beam, when it is subjected to a cross 
strain, we may perceive that a cause of deflection exists which 
has hitherto been disregai'ded, or deemed too insignificant in 
its effects to be taken into account. 

It is plain that when a stick, or beam, of a uniform rec- 
tangular cross section, resting on two supports, is loaded at 
its middle, a vertical force equal to one half the weight is 
transmitted to each support, by the slipping of each vertical 
section, or lamina, upon the next, until a vertical force of re- 
sistance is called into play equal to half the weight. As each 
section must transmit this same force to the next, the slip- 
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ping of one section upon another most be the same from the 
middle to the end. The section at the middle will be directly 
depressed, from this cause, by an amoont equal to the sum 
of all these displacements that occur between the middle and 
the end, or to any one displacement multiplied by the number 
of sections, or indefinitely thin laminae, in this interval. This 
depression should, then, be directly proportional to the half- 
length, or length of the stick. If we compare sticks of the 
same length but different cross sections, the number of fibres 
that are subjected to this cross strain, or the number of mate- 
rial points in- each cross section whose vertical resistance will 
be called into operation by the slipping of this section upon 
the next, will be proportional to the area of the cross sectiony 
and hence the amount of the relative sliding displacement .will 
be inversely proportional to this area. It will be seen, then, 
that the sinking, or linear deflection of the middle of the beam, 
thus directly resulting from the slipping of contiguous vertical 



sections, may be represented by the expression c 



PI 

bd 



in which 



P is the load, I the length, h the breadth, and d the depth of 
the beam, and C a constant that must be determined by exper- 
iment. 

The theoretical deflection given by the formula which has 
been under discussion, is due to longitudinal strains on the 
fibres, indirectly resulting from the 
same slipping of contiguous sec- 
tions. If a& and cd represent two 
vertical cross sections, indefinitely 
near to each other, of which a& is 
nearest the middle of the beam, 
the transmission of the action of 
the half-weight will cause ab to 
slip relatively to cd until a ver- 
tical resisting force comes into op- 
eration equal to thej half-weight ; 
and the rectangle abed will take ' 
the form of the oblique parallel- ^1 

ogram, a'h'dd'. The diagonal ac will therefore be short- 
ened, and hd lengthened. Accordingly a strain of compression 
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will come into operation along a'cf^ and a strain of extension 
along h'df. The reactions to these strains will take place, along 
a'cf fh>m the middle o toward a', and fh>m o toward c', and 
along h'd' from h toward o, and from d' toward o. As a con- 
sequence the points a\ and d^ will be urged by equal forces 
toward the left, or toward the middle of the beam, and the 
points &', dy by the same forces, toward the right. The sum of 
the first two forces will then be a longitudinal strain of com- 
pression on the upper fibre, and the sum of the last two an 
equal strain of extension on the lower fibre. It will be ob- 
served that the strains here considered as confined to the 
upper and lower fibres, are actually distributed over all the 
fibres above and below the middle fibre of the beam. 

The conclusions here arrived at with regard to one indeft- 
nitely small rectangle abcd^ will be equally true of any other 
that may be considered between the middle and end of the 
beam; and the same longitudinal strains will be developed 
by the slipping of contiguous sections, in each rectangle. 
The entire longitudinal strains on the fibres, at the middle, will 
then be the simi of the individual strains developed in all the 
rectangles of the half length of the beam. The ordinary equa- 
tion of equilibriimi of a beam may be readily made out from 
the present point of view ; but we have now only to consider 
the matter of deflection. It will be seen that the movements, 
to the lefb and right, of the angular points of the parallelo- 
gram a'h'cfd'^ that have been signalized, will be attended with 
a turning of the whole parallelogram from right to left around 
its centre o. The direct tendency to rotation will be the same 
for each parallelogram of the half length of the beam, but owing 
to the propagation of the longitudinal strains on tiie fibres 
developed at each parallelogram, from the end to the middle, 
the actual compressions and elongations will be greatest at the 
middle, and the actual rotation of the parallelogram there will 
be the greatest. The deflection consequent upon the elonga- 
tions and compressions of the fibres, is the Joint result of the 
rotary movements of all the parallelograms in the half length 
of the beam ; and it is represented by the formula which has 
been under discussion. 

It would seem, then, that the true theory of defiection con 
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ducts to the following formula, in the special case of a beam 
resting on two supports and loaded in the middle. 

Let us now proceed to compare this formula with our exper- 
imental results. For this purpose we will determine the yalues 
of the two constants C and E for each individual stick, and 
compare the several values obtained. If the formula be cor- 
rect, the different sticks all in precisely the same mechanical 
condition, and the experiments perfectly accurate, we should 
get the same values for these constants in the case of each 
stick. But the experiments are liable to more or less of error, 
and the sticks may differ materially from one another in their 
mechanical condition; and even where they do not, as the 
actual deflections experienced are so different with sticks of 
different dimensions, any changes in the values of the constants 
that may result from the shifting of the position of the 
neutral axis, under the operation of the stndns, should differ 
more or less. The derived values of the constants may there- 
fore differ among themselves, within certain limits, without 
leading us to conclude that the formula is probably at fault* 

The following table contains the values of O and J&, calcu- 
lated from the deflections due to one hundred pounds, for two 
sets of sticks of the same dimensions. They were all over 
four feet in actual length, but in the experiments the effective 
lengths taken were either two feet or four feet. The values of 
E and O were obtained, in some instances, by taking the d^ 
flections for the same breadth and depth but different lengths 
(either two feet or four feet), and in other instances by taking 
tiie deflections for the same length but different breadths and 
depths. The results of two sets of calculations are given in 
the table. In the one the deflections answering to tiie least 
and greatest strains are taken, and the deflection due to one 
hundred pounds computed from the difference of these by sim- 
ple proportion ; in the other the same is obtained by taking 
the deflections answering to strains, or pressures, intermediate 
between the extreme strains. 
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TABLE VII. 



Sticks. 


DlflT. of Extreme Preasnres. 


Diir. of Intermediate 
Pressores. 


Set No. 1. 


E. 


C. 


E. 


C. 


I. 


b. 


d. 


i;K»fiOO lbs. 


0.0000106 


1,806,430 lbs. 




ft. ft. 
2, or 4 


in. in. 
2 


in. in. 
1 


0.0000062 


2 


2, or 8 


8, or 2 


1,006,809 " 


0.0000100 


1,679,960 " 


0.0000095 


4 


2, or 8 


8, or 2 


1,584,820 << 


0.0000087 


1,660,800 " 


O.O000078 


2, or 4 


4 


2 


1,062,000 «* 


0.0000140 


1,601,200 " 


0.0000127 


2, or 4 


2 


2 


1,481,800 ** 


0.0000106 


1,428,600 « 


O.0000064 


Me«i 


1 

IB 


1,006,986 ** 
1,277,7SS9 lbs. 


0.0000106 
0.0000064 


1,474,796 « 
1,264,000 lbs. 


O.000000S 




»»»j • • * • • 




Set No. 2. 


. 


ft. ft. 
2, or 4 


in. 
8 


in. 

2 


0.0000060 


2, or 4 


2 


8 


1,286,984 " 


O.O000089 


1,816,000 " 


0.0000088 


2, or 4 


4 


2 


1,668,900 « 


0.0000110 


1,642,860 " 


0.0000107 


2, or 4 


2 


2 ■ 


1,661,822 « 


0.0000064 


1,600,000 " 


0.0000100 


Mean 


ig 


1,428,609 « 


0.0000092 


1«427,966 " 


0.0000094 




mf • • • . . 





: I. 



The general formula applicable to white pine sticks of the 
general quality uded in these experiments,' will be obtained by 
taking the mean of the' several values of E and C given in the 
above table. To test the theoretical formula we have obtained 
we will take the mean values of J& and C7, for the second set of 
sticks, given at the bottom* of the* fourth and fifth columns, 
viz. : ^=1,427,965 pounds, and c=:0.0000094. We thus have 

/= 0.0000094 ^ H ^ 

"^ bd ' 6,711,860X^1 

or, taking P= 100 lbs., 

/= 0.00094^ + 



bd ' 67,118.6 XM> 

The following table contains the values of / calculated by 
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this formola, and the results of a comparison of the calculated 
values with the deflections observed. 



TABLE VIII. 



StIckB. 


Cal. Values Of/. 


Obs. Defleo. 


DUElBrenoe. 


Batlos 
of Error: 


1. 


I 
». 


d. 


in. 


in. 


in. 












4 ft. 


Sin. 


2 in. 


0.0682 


0.0083 


—0.0101 


1-0.7 


2" 


8.«« 


2 " 


0.0140 


0.0147 


—0.0007 


1-21 


4" 


2 «« 


3 " 


0.0434 


0.0400 


—0.0026 


M8 


2«< 


2." 


8 " 


0.0082 


0.0064 


—0.0002 


1-42 


4" 


4" 


2 " 


i 0.0061 


0.0024 


+0.0087 


1-17 


2" 


4" 


2 «* 


« 0.0104 


0.0090 


+0.0014 


1-64 


4" 


2 «* 


2 " 


{ 0.1323 


0.1200 


+0.0123 


1-9.8 


2'« 


2 " 


2 «» 


. 0.0206 


0.010B 


+0.0013 


' 1-15 



The comparative accuracy of the old and new formulas, will 
be seen on comparing the ratios of error in tables iv, v, and 
VI, and table vin. It should be added that the results given 
in table iv, are from calculations made in each instance on 
sticks which are identically the same, whereas those in table 
vm, are affected with the errors resulting from the fact that 
the values of E and O are the mean values obtained from a 
number of different sticks, which may differ more or less in 
their mechanical condition. K we take the average values of 
these constants given in the table for the stick three inches by 
two inches in cross section, and obtained by taking the deflec- 
tions answering to the lengths, two feet and four feet, the form- 
ula thus obtained gives, for these transverse dimensions and 
the lengths, two feet' and four feet, respectively," four 'results, 
the ratios of error of which lie between one fifteen-hundredth 
and one one-hundred and twentieth. 

Let us compare the values of the first and second terms of 
the formula. This is done in table ix. The values of E and 
C taken in the formula; are the individual values for each stick 
given in the second and third columns of table vii. 
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TABLE IZ 



StiokR. 


First Tenn. 


Second Tenn. 


Batlo. 


8nm. 


h 


b. 


<!. 
















in. 


In. 




in. 


4 ft. 


Sin. 


Sin. 


0.00602 


0.06902 


1-12 


0X664 


<( 


2" 


8 " 


O.000B2 


0.06879 


1-0.7 


0X467 


(( 


4" 


2" 


0.006S8 


0X604 


1-8 


0.0680 


« 


»" 


2 " 


0.01000 


0.1106 


1-11 


OJ906 


« 


1" 


2" 


0.01776 


0.2681 


1-10 


0.988B 


2 


8" 


2" 


0.00846 


0.01119 


1-8.2 


0X140 


tt 


«" 


8" 


0.00846 


0.00487 


1-1.4 


OX064 


tt 


4" 


2" 


0.008W 


0.00686 


1-2 


OM(B 


tt 


2*1 


2" 


0.00600 


0.01888 


1-2.8 


0X188 


tt 


2" 


1" 


0.00000 


OJL810O 


1-18 


0^414 


tt 


1 « 


2" 


cooyoo 


OMKi 


1-8J 


0X420 



It will be observed that the value of the first term is in gen- 
eral comparatively larger for the length of two feet, than for 
that of four feet ; and in two instances is as large as one^half 
the second term. 

If now we divide the first term by the second, we obtain as 

the general expression of their ratio, 4:EG^; from irtiich 
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we see that it is proportional to (-j-)'- When-j=^4^C, 
4 JE C7^ becomes equal to unity, and the first term equal to the 

second. When -^ has a less value than this, the first term is 

greater than the second. Taking the mean values of E and (7, 
given in the last two columns of table vn, for the first set of 

sticks, we have ^/4jKC= <^*^^- "^^^ mean values given in 
the same columns for the second set of sticks, give ^/4jB0=z 
7.88. If therefore the length of a white pine stick be less 
than about seven and one-third times the depth, the defleo- 
tion from the cause heretofore neglected becomes greater than 
from the cause to which the whole deflection has hitherto been 
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ascribed. When the length and depth are equal, it is nearly 
fifty-five times greater ; firom which it appears that in this case 
the deflection directly due to the slipping of contiguous verti- 
cal laminse, so greatly preponderates over that indirectly re- 
sulting firom the same by reason of the longitudinal strains 
communicated to the fibres, that the latter is comparatively 
inappreciable. 

It will be seen, from the general expression for the ratio of 
the two terms, above obtained, that the formula for the deflec- 
tion may take the following form : 

I have made, with the same apparatus, a series of experi- 
ments on the degree of set, or residual deflection, communi- 
cated to sticks by varied strains, and under various circum- 
stances, and obtained interesting and valuable results. The 
discussion of these experiments is reserved for another oc- 
casion. 



2. Suggestions on the theory of the Composition of 
Forces. By F. W. Babdwell, of Wasl^ngton, D. C. 

(ABSTRACT.) 

That velocity is proportional to the force causing it, we can 
only know from experience, but the principle of the composi- 
tion of velocities, known as the parallelogram of velocities, is 
obvious from geometrical considerations, and is entirely inde- 
pendent of any relation between velocity and the force causing 
it. But if force is proportional to velocity, then the principle 
of the parallelogram of forces necessarily follows. If force 
is not proportional to velocity, then, as necessarily, the prin- 
ciple of the parallelogram of forces fails to hold. 

The logical order of the exposition of the composition of 
forces then seems to be : — First, to establish from geometrical 
considerations the parallelogram of velocities. — Secondly, to 
show that in all the varied combinations of forces, acting both 
in nature and under the control of man, the results verify the 
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assumption that force is proportional to velocity, and that thiB 
principle maybe accepted. — Thirdly, that the principle of the 
parallelogram of forces necessarily results from the two previ- 
ous. 

La Place, in his MecaniqiLe Cdiste^ reverses this order, and 
deduces the parallelogram of velocities from the parallelogram 
of forces. In his demonstration, however, he assumes that if 
two component forces, x and y^ become successively dx^ 2da?, 3 
dx, etc., and dy, 2dy^ My^ etc., that their resultant z would be- 
come successively dte, 2dZy ddz, etc., and the angle between 
the directions of x and z would remain constant. But it seems 
to me that these results can only be considered to take place, 
on the hypothesis that force is proportional to velocity, and 
that they necessarily rest upon. it. . La Place does not admit 
this hypothesis imtil at a subsequent point of his investigation, 
and therefore his demonstration has that fallacy. 

Lagrange says that Bernoulli attempted to establish the 
principle of the composition of forces on considerations inde- 
pendent of that of motion, and gave a complicated demonstra^ 
tion based on two "principles," but these principles also de- 
pend on that of force proportional to velocity^ and it would 
seem that the parallelogram of forces involves essentially this 
principle, and cannot be freed from it. 



3. On the Thebmo-dtnaiocs of Water-falls. By Alfred 
M. Mayer, of South Bethlehem, Penn. 

Evert one standing before a cataract is impressed with the 
presence of power in the plunging water ; and those who are 
accustomed to consider the evolution and transmutations of 
force naturally inquire into what phases of motion this falling 
mass is converted. 

The cataract leaps the brow of the precipice and strikes the 
water below ; vibrations are generated in the air, in the earth • 
and water, and there arises a cloud of mist from the base of 
the falls. These are the immediately evident results of the 
falling water ; but yet another effect we should naturally ex- 
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pect to find, that is, the heating of the water after its impact 
on the rocks and river beneath. 

This effect has been suspected by all natural philosophers ; 
but, as far as I know, no one attempted to detect and measure 
it until Prof. Joseph Henry made some thermometric observa- 
tions at the Falls of Niagara in Sept., 1857. Prof. Heniy 
gave a verbal account of his observations before the Baltimore 
meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, in May, 1858 ; but unfortunately they were not pre- 
sented for publication in the proceedings, and all that appears 
in the published accoimt of that meeting is merely the follow- 
ing title : '' Observations made at the Falls of Niagara, 1st 
September, 1857, by Prof. Joseph Henry." According to my 
recollection of the remarks of Prof. Henry, he did not detect 
any difference of temperature in the water at the top and bot- 
tom of the falls. This was probably owing to the want of 
delicacy in the thermometer, which read only to V Fahr., the 
fractions of degree being estimated by the eye aided by a 
lens. * 

I therefore, during a recent visit to Niagara and Trenton 
Falls, determined to repeat these observations with a delicate 
Centigrade thermometer, by Alvergniat of Paris, reading to 
0^02 Cent. 

The first observations were made at Trenton Falls, July 4 ; 
the others at Niagara, July 7, 1869. 

The water, at each place, was collected in a tin cylinder, 
attached to a strong cord, holding about a half-gallon and of 
8ufi9cient depth to allow the thermometer to be entirely im- 
mersed ; while the temperatures were read as soon as the mer- 
curial column ceased to descend. 

Trenton Falls, July 4, 1869. 

Sky overcast. Drizzling. No perceptible wind. Tempera- 
tore of air during observations 18^. 3, G. 

The top-water was taken within ten feet of the leap of the 
falls ; the bottom-water at about thirty feet from the bases of 
the two cataracts ; and about five minutes elapsed between the 
last reading of the temperature of the bottom-water and the 
first reading, of the top-water. 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVin. 9 
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Sherman FdOa {Trenton) j W. aide. Height S9feet. 

OBSBBYATZOKS. TBBF. TOP-WATBB. TBBF. B01T0M-WAXBB. 

1 16^6 C. 16*».7 C 

2 16^6 16^7 

3 16*».6 16*».7 

High Fall (Trenton) upper faU W. side. Height ^5 feet. 

OBBBBYATZONS. TEMP. TOP-WATBB. TEXF. BOlTOtt-WAZBB. 

1 16^6 C. 16**.? C. 

2 16^6 16^7 

8 16^6 16**.7 

4 16^6 16^7 

At first sight these observations seem to have established an 
interesting physical fact in accordance with the thermo-dynamic 
theory ; but the same degree of heating (0^.1 C) in each case, 
and the amount of the heating of the water does not agree 
with that which Joules' unit establishes ; according to which 
the increase in temperature at the base of Sherman Fall should 
have been 0^028 C, and at the High FaU 0^0^2 C. 

NiAGABA Falls, July 7, 1869, 

W. side of Canada fall. Height 158 feet. Sky 0.7, cloudy ; 
sun appearing at intervals. Wind S. ; gentle breeze. 

The top-water was here collected from an overhanging log, 
about sixty feet from the brow of the cataract and about thirty 
feet from the shore. The bottom-water was taken in first 
series of observations about two himdred feet frx>m W. side of 
the base of fall, and in second series at about five hundred feet 
distant from base of cataract, to both of which points a strong 
current set in directly from the apex of 'Hhe horse-shPQ," and 
the water when dipped was white with the air-bubbles it con- 
tained. 

Niagara FaMs. ObservoHone at Top of Oataract^ 

OBSKBYATIOirS. TEXF. TOP-WATSB. TUB OV OBSBBYATIOIT. 

1 18**.85 C. 1.45 P.M. 

2 18^80 1.49 
8 18^80 1.52 
4 18^75 2.00 

Mean Temp., . . . 18^80 
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Temperature of the air in shade with N. exposure, at top of 
the fall, during the observations, was 24^.00 C. 

Niagara FaUa, First aeries. Bottom^water. 



OBSBBTATIOHS. KBMF. BOITOM-WATBB. 


TIMB OV OBSEKTATIOK. 


1 18^6 C. 


2.15 P.M. 


2 18^6 


2.80 


Mean Temp., . . . 18®.6. 




Niagara FaUs. Second series. 


BoUom^water. 


OB8KRYATIOKS. TEMP. BOTTOM-WATEB. 


TIMB OV OB8BBTATIOH. 


1 18^55 C. 


2.40 P.X. 


2 18^60 


2.48 


3 18^55 


2.50 



Mean Temp., . . 18^566 C. 

Mean Temp, of first and second series, 18^.588. 

Mean Temperature of air at bottom of cataract, from five 
observations, was 22^.16 C. 

The above observations show that the water after having 
reached the point at the base of the cataract where it was col- 
lected was cooled 0^217 C, instead of being heated OMIS C, 
as should have taken place had all of the falling force of the 
water been converted into heat. 

Thus at Trenton Falls we obtain a -|- and at Niagara a — 
departure from the deductions of a well established theory. In 
order to appreciate these apparently anomalous results we 
should consider the physical conditions of the water during and 
after the fall. 

As the water approaches the brow of the precipice, and Just 
after it makes the leap, it has different velocities at various 
points of section at right angles to its surface, the velocity of 
its particles decreasing with the depth from the surface owing 
to the friction of the lower strata on the river-bed. This dif- 
ference of velocity first tends to break up the sheet and then 
the resistance of the air (which increases with the square of 
the velocity of the falling particles) frirther disintegrates the 
liquid ; and when the sheet is thin, and the fall high, it will be 
completely ** atomized" as we see in the Falls of the Staubaoh 
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and of Yosemite. As the fall strikes the river below it forces 
under its surface a large quantity of air, and thus during and 
after its fall the water is under conditions most favorable for 
its evaporation. 

When the surrounding atmosphere has a temperature above 
that of the top-water it will give up part of its heat when it is 
forced imder the surface of the river below, and if the sheet be 
unbroken (as was nearly the case at Trenton Falls) this heat- 
ing cause will be added to the heating effect of the impact. 
While if the sheet is disintegrated during a high fall (as at 
Niagara) the cooling by evaporation may equal and even sur- 
pass the heating produced by these two causes. It therefore 
follows that with the same temperature of top-water different 
temperatures will be obtained at the foot of the same fall, ac- 
cording to the various hygrometric and barometric conditions 
of the atmosphere. 

Now, if we suppose that the water falls in an unbroken sheet 
of considerable thickness, that no vibrations of air, water and 
earth are produced, and that no heat is given by the atmos- 
phere or abstracted by evaporation, we will have the total fall- 
ing force converted into heat, and that easily detected with a 
thermometer as delicate as that used in these observations. 
The heating effect would be in proportion to the height of the 
cataract or, what is the same, as the square of the velocity of 
impact; a fall of seven hundred and seventy-two feet being 
requisite (according to the experimental determinations of 
Joule) to heat the water V Fahr., which converted into centi- 
grade equivalent gives 772 X f = 1390 feet of fall for an eleva- 
tion of 1°, Centigrade. 

Thus we see why it was that at Trenton we obtained a heat- 
ing effect of 0**.l C, while theory gives 0**.032 C. (for the mean 
of the two falls), while at Niagara we obtained a cooling effect 
of 0''.217 C, instead of O^'.llS C. of heating ; showing that the 
water was really cooZed by evaporation 0°.217+0M13 = 0**.88 
C, without considering the abstraction, by the same cause, of 
the heat imparted to the water by the air, which must have 
been considerable as its temperature exceeded that of the top- 
water by 5^.2 0. 

We infer firom our observations that one cannot derive from 
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thermometric obseryationfi on water-falls any data of valae to 
the thermo-dynamic theory ; bat we would suggest that obser- 
vations be made when the temperatures of the air and of the 
top-water are alike, while at the same time the air is saturated 
with moisture ; under these conditions the heating of the water 
due to its impact will be the least hidden by the heating or 
cooling effect of contiguous air, or by the cooling produced by 
evaporation. Observations should also be made imder very 
different thermcmietric, hygrometric and barometric conditions 
of the atmosphere, which would give approximations to the 
measure of their several effects. 

We have no doubt that the results which will be obtained 
under cii'cumstances when these extraneous disturbing causes 
are at s minimum, will give a residual heating effect due to the 
impact of the falling water, and its determination under these 
conditions is worthy of the attention of any one who has 
the advantage of proximity to the falls and the leisure and 
patience to make the observations. 



4. Physical Theory of the Pbinoiple op the Leveb. By 
W. A. Norton, of New Haven, Conn. • 

If it be true that two forces acting upon a lever will hold 
each other in equilibrio if their intensities be inversely propor- 
tional to their lever arms, it is plain that this principle must 
be a consequence of the law or laws, of the lateral transmis- 
sion of force fh>m molecule to molecule of the lever, and 
therefore of one or more fundamental principles of molecular 
action consequent upon the disturbance of the natural equilib- 
rium of the molecules. I propose to show that it may in fact 
be deduced from two admitted principles of molecular action. 
These are : 

(1) If two integrant molecules of a solid body, which lie 
witiiin the range of reciprocal action, be forcibly separated 
from each other a minute distance, a mutual attraction or re~ 
pulsion will be brought into operation, and if they be urged 
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nearer to each other by an equal minute distance an equal op- 
posite force of repulsion or attraction will come into play. 

(2) The intensities of the forces thus originating are propor- 
tional to the amount of the relative displacement of the two 
molecules, on the line connecting them. 

To these fhndamental principles are to be added that of the 
parallelogram of forces, as applicable to the case of two forces 
acting directly upon the same point. 

The principle of the lever presents three distinct cases, 
which require separate consideration. 

1. The Straight Lever ^ with perpendicular forces. 

2. The Straight Lever^ with oblique forces* 
8. The Bent Lever. 

Case i. The Straight Lever^ with perpendicular forces. We 
will first take the lever of the first order, and consider the 
precise process of transmission of either of the extraneous 

forces acting upon it from the point of ap- 
plication to the fhlcrum. Let a&. Fig. 1, 
represent a vertical line of* particles of one 
cross section, or lamina, and cd the contig- 
mk nous vertical line of particles of the next 

^v section; and let us conceive that all the 

^^*"- similarly situated pairs of lines of the two 

cross sections or laminse, are concentrated 
upon ab and cdy so that these lines may 
represent the entire cross sections. 

Suppose that the extraneous force is di- 
rectly applied to the first line, depressing 
it by a small amount. If we take one par- 
ticle m' of the first line and consider the actions upon it of two 
particles n, n', of the second line at equal distances above and 
below it, it will be seen that m' will recede from n a minute 
distance, and approach n' by sensibly the same distance, and 
that the molecular forces brought into operation by these rela- 
tive displacements will be opposite in their character, and 
equal in intensity. Thus, if the recess of m' from n develops 
a mutual attraction, the approach of m' to n' will develop an 
equal repulsion. The resultant of these two forces acting on 
m* will be directed upward, or from m* toward a. A similar 
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result will be obtained for each pair of particles, n and n', that 
exercise a sensible action on m'; except that for those situ- 
ated beyond a certain distance the forces developed, and con- 
sequently their resultants, will be reversed, or m' will be urged 
downward by the actions of such particles. Since m' is held 
in equilibrium in opposition to the extraneous force urging the 
section db downward, the entire resultant of all the actions of 
the pairs of particles n, n\ of the section cd, on m' will be 
directed upward. The section ab slips upon cdj under the 
action of the extraneous force until this resultant is equal to 
the extraneous force. By our second fundamental principle 
the amount of this slipping will be proportional to this force ; 
since the actions of each pair of particles, n, n', will be pro- 
portional to this displacement. 

Now if we take any particle n of the section cd, and con- 
sider the actions on it of two particles m, m', at equal distan- 
ces above and below n, and at the same distances that n and 
nf are above and below m'; then, if the actions of n and n' on 
m' are such as to give a resultant directed upward, the actions 
of m and m' on n, will give a resultant directed downward, 
as shown by the arrows in the figure. These two resultants 
will be equal to each other. It follows, therefore, that the 
entire action of ab on n will be represented by a force acting 
downward equal to that by which m' is drawn upward by the 
action of cd upon it. This force will then be equal in intensity 
to the extraneous force. Accordingly the extraneous force 
will be transmitted from ab to cd; and in the pame manner 
from this section to the next, and so on to the point of sup- 
port. The transmission is efiTected by the slipping of each 
vertical section, or lamina, by the same amount upon the next, 
and so developing reciprocal vertical actions equal to the ex- 
traneous force. 

Let us next seek to determine the longitudinal strains on 
the fibres, developed by the extraneous force in the process of 
lateral transmission Just considered. Let ab and cd^ Fig. 2, 
represent two vertical cross sections of the lever indefinitely 
near to each other, of which ab directly receives the force ap- 
plied to one end of the lever. The relative slipping of con- 
tiguous laminae causes the rectangle abed to take the figure of 
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an oblique parallelogram, a'h'dd' ; the diagonal a/i being short* 
ened, and the diagonal hd being lengthened. It therefore de- 

velopes forces of compression tak- 
ing effect from a' and d toward the 
centre o of the parallelogram, and 
forces of extension taking effect 
from o toward h' and d'. The reac- 
tions to these forces take effect 
fh>m o toward a' and c', and from &' 
and d' toward o. These reactions 
will urge the points a' and d' 
toward the left, and the points l^ 
and c', toward the right; and the 
longitudinal strains on the fibres 
a'd' and h'd^ thus originating at 
the angular points of the parallelo- 
gram, will be equal. For, supposing that there are only these 
extreme fibres, and that the diagonals a'd and h'd' are material 
lines, the figure a'h'dd' is to be regarded as a system in equili- 
brium under the action of two equal forces along its vertical 
sides ; that along a'b^ being the active force and directed down- 
ward, and that along dd' being the equal reaction of the fixed 
support transmitted to dd'y and directed upward. One-half of 
each of these vertical forces will act at the upper and lower 
comers of the parallelogram. The reactions along the diago- 
nals, above alluded to, will at these points sustain the equal 
vertical forces acting on them, and at the same time develope 
equal longitudinal strains on the fibres a'd' and h'd. Or, 
more directly we may regard the equal vertical forces, at the 
four angular points, as taking effect at the same time along the 
diagonals and along the fibres. This is illustrated in Fig. 3, 
in which the vertical forces soliciting the angular points of 
the parallelogram are represented by the halves of its vertical 
sides, or by equal lines. It will be seen that the longitudinal 
strains developed at these points will be represented by the 
halves of the horizontal sides; and therefore that the entire 
strains on the extreme fibres, due to the parallelogram consid- 
ered, will be represented by these sides, ad and 6c. If now 
we take the case as it actually is, and regard the entire area^ 
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abcdj as made up of fibres, the only result will be that the longi- 
tudinal strains which, upon the previous supposition, would be 
developed along ad and 5c, will be Fig. 8. 

distributed over all the fibres Ijdng /? ^ 

between these extreme fibres and the 
middle one. What the law of the 
distribution may be it does not con- 
cern us now to inquire. It is plain 
that the individual strains will de- 
crease from the outer fibres toward 
the middle one, where there will be 
no strain. 

If now we take another vertical 
section indefinitely near to cd, it will 
form with cd another parallelogram, 
the vertical sides of which will be 
solicited, in opposite directions, by 
the same forces as those of the paral- 
lelogram just considered. The same 
strams as before will therefore be 
developed along the upper and lower 
fibres by these forces. The same will 
be true of each successive parallelo- 
gram into which the arm of the lever may be divided. The 
actual strain along any one continuous fibre, at the frdcrum, 
will therefore be equal to the strain on this fibre developed 
by any one of the parallelograms, multiplied by the number of 
parallelograms in the extent of the arm of the lever. Now if 
we suppose the two lever arms to be of unequal length, what- 
ever may be the comparative intensities of the two forces that 
balance each other, each will give rise to a slipping of contig- 
uous vertical sections, or laminae, of its lever arm, proportional 
to those intensities, and so develop longitudinal strains on any 
fibre, in the extent of any single parallelogram considered, pro- 
portional to the same. Let p and q represent these propor- 
tional strains on a single fibre, and P and Q the forces applied 
to the lever, then p:q:: P: Q. Let m represent the arm of 
lever of P, and n that of Q. The number of equal parallelo- 
grams contained in these lever arms will be proportional to 
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their lengths, m and n. The strain on the fibre considered, at 
the fulcrum, resulting from the action of P, will then be de- 
noted by jpm, and that resulting from the action of Q hj qn. > 
But the equilibrium requires that these directly opposite strains 
should be equal ; and therefore pm = qn. Hence p:q::n : m; 
and therefore P: Q::n : m. 

Since each of the forces P, Q, is transmitted to the fulcrum, 
by the slipping of each vertical section of the lever on the 
next, without change of intensity, the pressure there will be 
equal to the sum of P and Q. 

The theory of the lever of the second order, as well as of 
the third, is essentially included in that of the lever of the first 
order ; since the reaction of the fulcrum of the latter may be 
replaced by an active force, and either of the forces P, Q, by 
the reaction of a fulcrum. 

. Case ii. Straight Lever with oblique forces. Let A J3, Fig 4, 
represent the lever, and P, Q, forces obliquely inclined to it, — 

Fig. 4. the system being in 

y,;^ equilibrium about 

/' S\ some fibced point in- 

1 \ termediate between A 

^ .^ and J3. Produce P 

/ \^ \ \ and Q to their point 

^ /\(t * X J ^'-"""X-n ^^ intersection C, and 

p^yT 3^1 " ^\" /^^^. 1®^ CP be the direo- 



j> 



/^ 




Vp^ \ 1 \/'-^ tion of tl^eir resultant 



i?, supposing them, 
for the moment, to 
bY act at (7. Wherever 

the fulcrum may have to be in order that P may balance Q, P 
and Q will be transmitted to it, by the process of molecular 
lateral transmission that has been explained, without change 
of direction or intensity, and therefore give a resultant pres- 
sure, E'^ on it, having the same intensity and direction as B 
acting at C. Decompose P and Q as shown by the arrows, 
and suppose B' to be similarly decomposed into the compo- 
nents ^1 perpendicular to the lever, and JKj lying in .it. Then, 
since B' is the resultant of P and Q transmitted to the ful- 
crum, we have Q,— Pj = B^ and P^ + Qi = Bi. Thus P, and 
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Qt &re neutralized by the component of the reaction of the 
fblcnim (which is equal and opposite to R') in the direction of 
the lever ; since this component is equal and opposite to Jtf 
It follows, therefore, that the two components, P, and Qi, per- 
pendicolar to the lever, will balance each other about the ful- 
crum. It now remuns to be seen where the fulcrum must be 
situated, in order that Pi may balance Qi- From f , where the 
line of direction of R, through C, cuts AB, dra^ FD and 
FE, perpendicular, respectively, to P and Q, then by the 
parallelogram of forces, P: Q::FE:FD; — a.ad therefore P 
and Q may be represented hy FE and FD. Now P,^:=F sin 

a, and Qi=Q sin ^; and sin <^=^, and sin ? = ^. 
Hence P^=^P^, and Q,=:QZ|.; or P, = J'£-|^, and 
q, = FD^. Therefore P,: Q, ::FE^:FD^ .-.-^ 
:-^::FB:FA. The fulcrum is therefore at the point F, 
where the line of direction of the resultant S, of the forces P 
and Q supposed to act at 0, cuts the lever. But we have al- 
ready seen thatP; Q::FE:FD. Hence these forces are in- 
versely proportional to their >%. ii. 
technical lever arms, FE and 
FD. As P and Q are trans- 
mitted to the fulcrum without 
change of direction or inten- 
aity, the pressure on the M- 
crum will be equal to R. 

Cass m. The Bent Lever. 
Let P and Q, Yig. 5, be two 
forces acting on two points 
A and £ of a body of indef- 
inite extent, capable of turn- 
ing about a fixed point F, 
titnated in the plane of the 

lines of direction of P and Q. Produce these lines of direc- 
tion to their point of intersection C; and from F draw the per^ 
pendicnlars FA and FB. Divide FC into an indefinitely 
great number of equal parts, and from the points of diviaion 
draw parallels to FA and FB. X^t ub first suppose that the 



76 A. HATHEICATICS, FHTSIC8, AND CHBMISTRT. 

point C falls within the body, and that this is of nniform thick- 
ness in a direction perpendicular to ACBF^ and has the form 
ACBF, The perpendiculars to P and Q, from the points of 
division of F C, will divide the body, conceived to be repre- 
sented by the area A CBF^ into an indefinite number of similar 
portions of the bent lever form, with the points of intersection 
of the two arms on the line CF, Now let a represent the cross 
section of any one of these, on the line of P, and h the cross 
section of any one on the line of Q. P will be equally dis- 
tributed over the entire cross section A C, and Q in the same 
manner over B C. Let p and q denote the fractional portions 
of P and Q that take effect at the ends of any one of the bent 
lever portions of AC BF, K we consider any one of these 
portions by itself, it will be solicited by the forces p and g, 
and be in equilibrium under the operation of these forces and 
some portion of the reaction E'^ to the pressure i?, on the 
fulcrum, produced by P and Q. They will be transmitted in- 
ward by the slipping of contiguous sections, and neutralized 
by a certain portion of JR' transmitted along its line of direc^ 
tion ; and the point in which this line intersects the bent lever 
portion under consideration must be its virtual ftdcrum. Now 
if we consider the bent portion next to (7, its fhlcrum must be 
indefinitely near to C; while that of the first elementary bent 
lever, AFB^ lies at F. But all the Ailcra of the elementary 
levers must lie on the line of direction of R'^ which passes 
through F. Hence, as C is the fulcrum of one of these levers, 
this line of direction must also pass through (7. Now the 
direction of B' is opposite to that of the resultant By of P 
and Q supposed to act at C; since E' neutralizes P and Q 
transmitted, without change of direction or intensity, to F, 
Therefore, as its line of direction passes through (7, it must 
coincide with the line of direction of the resultant i?, of P 
and Q supposed to take effect at 0. It follows, then, that the 
ftdcrum, P, lies on this resultant. But, by the principle of 
parallelogram of forces, we have, for any point, F on the re- 
sultant, liie proportion P: Q:: FB: FA. 

Now suppose a portion, Cmrn^ of the body -4 (7 J3 J?*, to be 
removed ; the equilibrium will not be disturbed, since the only 
effect will be to augment the intensities of the fractional parts 
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of P and Q that act on the elementary bent levers of the re- 
maining portion, mm BFA^ without altering their ratio. 
Hence the forces, P, Q, which act on a bent lever and hold 
each other in equilibrio, are inversely proportional to their 
lever arms. 

It will be seen from what has been stated, in what manner 
the forces P and Q become neutralized by the action of R\ or 
the reo/ction of the fvkrum. Even when their point of inter- 
section, (7, falls within the body, they cannot be regarded as 
actually transmitted to (7, and taking effect wholly there in 
opposition to R' transmitted and taking effect wholly at the 
same point. As a matter of fact it is only an infinitesimal 
portion of each force that operates at Q. An equal indefi- 
nitely small portion, |}, g, or r, acts upon each elementary 
lever ; and each triplet of forces taking effect on each element- 
ary lever, counteract each other. In other words, the forces P 
and Q, instead of taking effect by direct transmission, wholly 
either at C or P^ are actually distributed along the whole 
length of the portion of the line PC that falls within the lever, 
and are there neutralized in equal elementary portions, by the 
corresponding elementary portions of R'^ transmitted to the 
same points. 

K we suppose the body on which P and Q act, to have an 
indefinite extent, the only portion whose molecular forces will 
be called into play, in the transmission and counteraction of 
the forces, will be that comprehended within the lines of direc- 
tion of P and Q. This will comprise the part ACBF 
already consideired, and another part lying on the other 
side of APBj that is on the side toward which P and Q 
solicit the points A and B. This part may be subdivided into 
elementary bent levers like the other, and its existence will 
have no other effect than to diminish the absolute values of p, 
9, and r, the triplet of forces answering to any one of the 
whole number of elementary levers, into which the entire por- 
tion of the body that lies within the lines of direction of P 
and Q is divided. It will be observed that for each element- 
ary lever of this part, the resultant of the forces p and q will 
take effect upon the fixed point P, as a force of traction, 
instead of as a force of pressure, as in the case represented 
in Fig. 5. 
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We thus arrive at the general principle, that if two forces, 
whose lines of direction when produced intersect each other, 
are applied to a body capable of turning about a fixed point in 
the plane of these lines, these forces will be in equilibrio, pro- 
vided the statical moment of the one force is equal to thaJb of the 
other. 



III. ASTRONOMY. 

1. Spectrum Observations at Burlington, Iowa, during 
THE Eclipse of August 7, 1869. By C. A. Young, of 
Hanover, N. H. 

The instrument employed was the same referred to in my 
next paper ^^on the use of the spectroscope in observing con- 
tacts at a solar Eclipse." A comet seeker of four inches 
aperture and thirty focal length, throws, by the help of an eye- 
piece, an image of the sun, about two inches diameter, upon 
the slit of the spectroscope. The collimator and observing tel- 
escope of the spectroscope, made by Clark, have each an aper- 
ture of two and a quarter inches and a focal length of about 
seventeen inches. The dispersion is produced by a train of 
five heavy flint glass prisms with angles of 45^, each, and faces 
two and a quarter by three inches. They give a refraction of 
165^ (for the D line) and a dispersion of about 18^ from A to 
H, The eye telescope is carried over the spectrum by a tan- 
gent screw, but all determinations of the positions of lines 
have to be made by a micrometer in the eye-piece. The instru- 
ment is provided with an arrangement for throwing an air 
spectrum formed between platinum wires by the spark fix>m an 
induction coil, into the field of view along side of the spectrum 
under observation. 

While the eclipse was coming on, special attention was 
directed to the moon's limb, in order to detect if possible indi- 
cations of an atmosphere. The results were solely and re- 
markably negative. The dark lines of the solar spectrum 
came up squarely and exactly to the moon's limb without the 
slightest curvature or distortion, whether the slit was tangent 
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or perpendicular to it. The contrast in appearance between 
the limb of the sun and that of the moon was very striking. 
When the image of the sun's limb was brought to the middle 
of the slit the line of demarkation between the bright and dark 
portions of the spectrum was always more or less hazy, how- 
ever carefldly the instrument might be put in focus ; different 
portions of the limb also differed very much from each other 
in this respect, some being far less sharp than others; but 
when the moon's limb was similarly placed it was as sharp 
as could have been drawn with a pen. Of course the cloud- 
like nature of the solar photosphere accounts for its com- 
paratively indefinite outline.* Secchi's continuovs spectrum at 
the edge of the sun I have never seen; the stratum which 
produces it (if there is such a stratum) must have a thickness 
little if at all exceeding 1'^ During the totality there was in 
the field of the spectroscope a faint continuous spectrum, un- 
doubtedly from the corona, without any visible traces of dark 
lines ; a fact rather surprising, considering the polarization of 
this light, which was so complete that when the axis of a tour- 
maline, held in the hand over the eye-piece, was placed parallel 
to the limb of the sun the faint spectrum nearly vanished. 

Upon this spectrum were superposed a number of bright 
lines when the image of a prominence was thrown upon the 
slit. Nine of them were seen by me, viz. : C7, K^ 1017.5 (near 
D) and which for convenience I will refer to as the D^ line ; a 
faint line near 1250 KQ)j estimation), another faint line about 
^1350 (also by estimation), a conspicuous line K 1474 (3503 
of my scale) just below J^, F; a pretty conspicuous line at K 
2605 ±2 (by measures), K 2796, just below G, and h. I 
did not see any line at &, but presume it was passed over 
without proper examination in the manner I will presently ex- 
plain. There can be no doubt I think, that it was conspicu- 
ous enough in the great prominence on the W edge of the sun, 
as seen by others. But in sweeping along the spectrum with 
my tangent screw beginning at C7, 1 noticed on coming to the 
1474 line that it extended dear across the spectrum which was 
not the case with the C and D lines, since the protuberance on 

* This polarization may have been prodaced, as sugg^ted by Prof. Pickering, 
by the saccessiye refractions at the flSMses of the prisms. 
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the SE limb then on the slit only had a height of aboat 1^'. 
(The slit is 2' 54'' in length.) This fact at once arrested atten- 
tion and led to the suspicion that this line, K^ 1474 (which I 
first noticed in July, and described in the last number of the 
Journal of the " Franklin Institute," published a few days be- 
fore the eclipse) was not a protuberance line at all, but due to 
the corona; and on moving the slit of the instrument entirely 
off from the protuberance this line remained, while the golden 
Ds line disappeared. 

It now became necessary, on account of the moon's advance, 
to bring the other side of the sun's image to the slit by the right- 
ascension screw ; and I imagine that while the assistant was 
doing this I continued to carry along the spectroscope-tele- 
scope by its- tangent screw, thus passing over the region of &, 
while the telescope was pointed nowhere in particular. But I 
am ashamed to say that I have no recollection at all about it, 
nor can I recall distinctly the behavior of the two faint lines 
between D and JEJ, though my strong impression, as recorded 
Immediately after the eclipse, was that they also were, like 
1474, corona lines. The line iT, 2602, had its position deter- 
mined by micrometrical reference to K^ 2796, and just as that 
measurement was completed the sun came out, and all the 
new lines, not previously observed in f\ill sunlight, instantly 
disappeared. The feeling of chagrin and surprise at thus be- 
ing cut short was almost overpowering — the sense of wasted 
opportunity find personal imbecility. No line was seen at K, 
660, below (7, where I have twice before seen and measured one. 
I saw nothing of the difference between the spectra of the dif- 
ferent prominences reported by some of the observers, but as I 
observed one part of the spectrum with one prominence in the 
slit, and the rest with another, it need not be wondered at. 
While the great dispersive power of my instrument gave great 
advantage for the observation of faint lines, and the accurate 
determination of position ; it had also great disadvantages in 
the smallness of the field, and the time required for an explora- 
tion of the whole spectrum. 

But I wish to call the special attention of the section to 
another point in this connection. The line Ky 1474, in the 
corona spectrum coincides with a line in the spectrum of the 
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Aurora Borealis reported, by Prof. Winlock, in the last number 
of "Silliman's Journal," at 1550 of Hugglns' scale, as nearly 
as I can determine by the comparisons of the two scales given 
in Prof. Gibbs' recent paper on wave lengths by the method of 
comparison. K the lines do not absolutely coincide, the dis- 
tance between them can hardly equal one division of either 
scale. The first Aurora Borealis will enable any one, with a 
spectroscope, to settle the matter accurately by measuring the 
distance from h (produced by burning a bit of magnesium 
before the slit) to this line. I have been very much disap- 
pointed at not having had an opportunity to do this before 
reading this paper. Furthermore, two other of the five Aurora 
lines reported by Prof. Winlock, viz. : 1280 and 1400 of Hug- 
gins' scale agree, fully within the limits of error, with the two 
faint lines between D and E, which I suppose are also corona 
lines. Taking these facts in connection with the peculiar radi- 
ating structure of the corona and some of the prominences, 
and their rapid changes of form and brilliancy, does it not be- 
come very probable that our own Aurora Borealis, and these 
wonderful emanations from the sun are kindred, if not identi- 
cal pheonomena? 

Possibly, hereafter, spectroscopic observation of the promi* 
nences, and of the intensity of this corona line, which though 
rather di^cult in my instrument could be easily observed with 
one of higher dispersive power, may lead to farther light when 
combined with magnetic observations. 

This line is given by both Kirchofif and Angstrom as an iron 
line, though faint and very close to two other much more con- 
spicuous lines produced by the same substance ; the same is also 
probably true in respect to the two other lines of the corona, 
which appear to coincide with lines given as iron on the charts. 
It is certainly worth inquiry if there is not some misconception 
in this, and whether, since iron can scarcely be conceived to 
exist in a gaseous state in those terrestrial regions where the 
Aurora Borealis resides, it may iiot always have associated 
with it some other substance, which also can exist separately 
as a gas of inconceivable tenuity. But this belongs to the 
chemists. 

I ought to add here, that since the preparation of this paper 

A. A. A. 8. VOL. XVm. 11 



82 A. MATHEMATICS, PHYSICS, AND CHEMISTBT. 

Prof. Winlock has informed me that he has thought of, and 
pablished, the same idea as to the probable identity of our 
Aurora and the Corona, though not based on any comparison 
of spectra. 



2. On A New Method of Observing the First Contact 
OF THE Moon with the Sun's Limb at a Solas 
Eclipse by means of the Spectroscope. By C. A, 
Young, of Hanover, N. H. 

At the recent solar eclipse, observed by the writer at Bur- 
lington, Iowa, as a member of the party, under the direction of 
Prof, CoflSn, Superintendent of the American Nautical Alma- 
nac, the instant of the first contact was determined by means 
of the spectroscope, in a manner which is believed to be 
entirely novel and to admit of much greater accuracy than has 
ever been attainable heretofore in this kind of observation. 

In the instrument employed, a telescope of four inches aper- 
ture and about thirty inches focal length (a so-called comet- 
seeker) was arranged to throw an image of the sun about two 
inches in diameter upon the slit of the spectroscope. The slit 
is one-eighth of an inch long ; its width adjustable. ' A circu- 
lar plate of brass about two and a half inches in diameter, 
with a hole also one-eighth of an inch in diameter at its centre, 
was attached by a hinge in such a manner that it could be 
turned down over the slit ; it was covered with paper and grad- 
uated by radiating lines into angles of 10°, and furnished the 
means of bringing on the slit the portion of the sun's limb 
which was indicated by calculation as the point of contact. 

A train of five fiint glass prisms, with refracting angles of 
45° formed the spectrum which was viewed by a telescope of 
two and a quarter inches aperture (the same as the col- 
limator) and about seventeen focal length, with a magnifying 
power of eighteen. The spectrum, referred to the limit of dis- 
tinct vision, was about one and three-fourth inches wide by 
four feet long. The whole arrangement was mounted equator- 
ifdly, with slow motion screws, etc. I have been somewhat 
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particnlar in describing the instrument as it is likely the 
method about to be presented for your consideration might 
prove impracticable with a single prism instrument. High 
dispersive power is neccessary. The equatorial mounting is 
also important. 

When now the image of the sun's limb is made to bisect 
the slit at right angles or nearly so, the spectrum will present 
sometiiing the appearance indicated in the diagram. One-half 
(formed by the sun) will be brilliant, the other will be com- 
paratively dark, being formed mostly by the light reflected 
from the air in the sun's immediate neighborhood. The spec- 
trum of the sun's chromosphere, however, is superposed upon 
the air spectrum and becomes visible in certain bright lines, 
especially the C line, which is by far the most easily observa- 
ble ; and the effect is this : most of the dark lines extend 
clear across both portions of the spectrum, the dusky as 
well as the brilliant ; not so with the C line. This is intensely 
black on the brilliant portion of the spectrum, but is continued 
in the dusky portion by a little needle of brilliant red light, of 
a length ranging in my instrument from an eighth of an inch 
upwards. When a protuberance is in the slit it often reaches 
clear across, but generally is not more than a quarter of an 
inch long. In other words, the C line instead of simply ex- 
tending across the whole spectrum like the other lines, has a 
portion of its length, beginning at the boundary between the 
bright and dusky portions and extending into the dusky por- 
tions, replaced by a bright line. This bright line is usually 
somewhat pointed at the outer end. 

Now suppose that the portion of the limb on the slit is that 
where the moon is to strike. As the depth of the chromo- 
sphere is seldom less than ten to fifteen seconds of arc, the 
moon will reach its outer edge some twenty or thirty seconds 
before the time of true contact with the sun's limb, and the ob- 
server will see the little red needle which I have described; 
first squarely truncated, — its point cut off — and then gradu- 
ally and steadily shortened until at the instant of actual con- 
tact it disappears, and the C line becomes exactly like its 
neighbors. The observation in this way is as easy and certain 
as that of the transit of a moderately dlow star. I do not 
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think an error of more than half a second possible with reason- 
able care, and it oaght to be less. 

At the eclipse of August 7, 1 saw in the manner I have de- 
scribed, the moon's approach to the sun's limb, and noted its 
contact about five seconds earlier than any of those who were 
observing by the ordinary methods, and differed among them- 
selves some ten seconds. I have been much gratified also to 
learn from Prof. Mayer, who had charge of the photographic 
operations of our party, that the time of first contact, deduced 
by measurement and computation from a photograph taken as 
soon as possible after the contact had been signalled to him 
from the other observers, agrees with my own observation 
within three-tenths of a second. 

The same method would of course apply with slight modifi- 
cations, to the observation of the other contacts, but I am not 
aware that it presents an^*^ advantage over the older methods. 

I desire to call special attention to the applicability of this 
method in the approaching Transits of Venus. Undoubtedly 
the atmosphere of the planet, and irradiation will interfere 
with its accuracy to some extent, but I think no more than 
with other methods, and it must certainly be much to the 
observer's advantage to be able thus to perceive^ if he cannot 
be properly said to see, the planet before she strikes the sun, 
and watch her approach. 

At the internal contact also, I think the sudden formation of 
a long horizontal line of light extending the whole length of 
the spectrum would be a much better phenomenon to observe 
accurately than the rupture of the black ligament, about which 
so much has been said in this connection. 

I cannot help feeling that this method of observation ought 
to be provided for in any expeditions that may be sent out to 
observe the Transits.* 

* Haying lately received the volume of the Comptes Rendus of the French Aoad> 
emy of Sciences for the first half of the current year, I find that I have been antld- 
pated by M. Faye in respect to this method of observing the contact of an opaque 
body with the disc of the sun. At the session of Monday, January 11th, 1860, in a 
discussion upon the observation of the coming transit of Venus, he proposed 
essentially the same use of the spectroscope which I have described in the foregoing 
article. 
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3. Observations on the Eclipse, with an Arago's Polari- 
scoPB AT Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. By Edward C. Pick- 
ering, of Boston, Mass. 

Observations of previous eclipses have led to the belief that 
the light of the corona is polarized in planes passing through 
the centre of the sun, and therefore that it shone by reflected 
light. It was with the expectation of verifying these views 
that I prepared an Arago's polarlscope to observe the recent 
eclipse. This instrument consists of a tube closed at one end 
by a double image prism of Iceland spar, and at the other by a 
plate of quartz. Looking through the spar we see two images 
of the quartz of complementary colors (in this case blue and 
orange) when the light is polarized. Although this polar- 
lscope is somewhat less delicate than that of Savart, yet it 
enables us to determine the condition of the light emanating 
from every part of an object, by noting the color of its image. 
If, now, the corona was polarized as above described, in one 
image the upper and lower parts would be blue, those on the 
right and left yellow; while in the other image these colors 
would be reversed, the yellow above and below, and the blue 
on the sides. In reality the two images were precisely alike, 
and colorless. But one was on a blue^ the other on a yellow 
background. Consequently the corona was not polarized. 
This does not prove that the corona is self-luminous, as the 
light reflected by the clouds is unpolarized, and in general 
polarization is produced by specular, and not by diffuse reflec- 
tion. The colored background proves that the sky close to the 
corona was strongly polarized in a plane which was independ- 
ent of the position of the sun, since it was the same on all 
sides of it. 

The following explanation of this curious effect is suggested. 
The earth beyond the limits of the shadow is strongly illumi- 
nated and acts as an independent source of light. The reflec- 
tion of its light by the sky, would produce the effect just 
described. 

The corona was also examined by a double image prism of 
spar, and by this, also, was seen to be unpolarized. 
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IV. ELECTRICITY. 

1. Causes of the Failure of Lightning Rods. By James 
BusHEE, of Worcester, Mass. 

Perhaps few subjects can be deemed of greater practical in- 
terest to the public than that of protecting life and property 
from the effects of atmospheric electricity. 

Since the time of Franklin, the well known metallic rods 
have been used in this and other countries, as a means of se- 
curity, and scientific men have very generally, if not univer- 
sally, acknowledged their utility, when the laws of electricity 
are properly regarded. 

In this section of New England,* thunder storms are com- 
mon during the summer, and sometimes very violent, while 
certain localities seem to be more especially exposed to fre- 
quent and powerful electric discharges. 

In some casual observations of the effects of lightning, my 
attention was called to the significant fact that a large majority 
of the buildings injured by lightning had rods attached to 
them for the purpose of protection. 

Instances were not unfrequent where dwelling houses, with 
rods, were ^^ struck" and damaged, while those in the immedi- 
ate vicinity, without rods, escaped unharmed ; sometimes houses 
with no rods have stood many years uninjured, but soon after 
the application of rods they have been struck by lightning. 

Such facts have led some candid and intelligent persons to 
doubt the eflSciency of lightning conductors, while others have 
been induced to reject them altogether as wrong in principle 
and dangerous in practice. But error in the interpretation of 
phenomana, or in the application of a scientific truth, does not 
invalidate the integrity of the principle itself. The fundamen- 
tal idea of f^ranklin is doubtless correct, and the unfavorable 
results so ofben witnessed are but the legitimate fruits of 
wrong application. If so it is evident the cause of failure 
lies in defects which have a potential remedy, and that too in 
the truthfulness of the very law which is often unjustly made 

^ ^Woxoester, Mass. 
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responsible for consequences — for the evils invariably disap- 
pear just in proportion as we are enabled to fulfil the highest 
conditions of that law. 

What then is the cause of the many casualties from light- 
ning where rods are used? 

With the view of meeting this enquiry I have made it a 
special point for several years past to examine, as carefhlly as 
I could, the principal accidents which have come to my knowl- 
edge in Worcester and vicinity ; also various cases of interest 
in other localities. 

From obvious results of observation it appears: — 1. That 
buildings have been struck in numerous instances, and more or 
less damaged, with all the different kinds of rods commonly 
used in New England, irrespective of form, style or material — 
whether of iron or copper— not, however, that all are equally 
defective, or that all are constructed with equal fidelity and 
scientific skill, but none have completely fulfilled the object in- 
tended. 2. That the leading defects of rods in general, and 
the cause of failure to protect buildings, are due, in part, to 
their construction and arrangement, but principally to their im- 
perfect connection with the ground^ and the inadequate conduct- 
ing power of the materials with which the rod comes in contact. 

As regards the construction and application of the rod the 
directions usually given by good writers on the subject are all, 
perhaps, that could be desired, if they were properly observed 
by constructors ; but first principles are too often sadly over- 
looked in the outset — besides the rod is liable to become de- 
fective by long neglect. The joints should be kept in perfect 
contact to preserve the entire continuity of the conductor. If 
the rod is badly rusted, especially the part connected with the 
ground, its capacity for conveying a heavy charge is materially 
impaired. When the tip of the rod becomes oxidated and 
blunt the charge is liable to become more sudden and disrup- 
tive, whereas a sharp and perfect point receives the electricity 
gradually and begins to effect a discharge at a greater distance, 
giving time for the whole charge to be harmlessly conveyed to 
the earth. 

Short crooks towards the building, and abrupt changes in 
the size or conductivity of the rod, tend to induce lateral dis- 
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charges. The rod should not diminish in size or capacity from 
the top downwards, bat rather increase in conducting power as 
the charge descends. 

An objectionable feature in the application of the rod ap- 
pears where two or more receiviiig points are erected upon the 
roof, and terminated in a single rod extending to the ground, 
or where the rod is turned upward from the point, over some 
higher parts of the roof, even higher than the point itself. 

In such cases it is found that the lateral discharge usually 
takes place at the lowest point of the bend, or at the point of 
junction where two or more rods terminate in one. 

Independent of any h3^pothesis, as to the nature of electri* 
city or its mode of action ; whether any distinct fluid ever 
passes up or down the rod in case of a thunder storm ; or 
whether all the effects witnessed are due simply to induction 
and polarization, there is no less actuality and power in its op- 
eration. The agency with which we have to deal is no less real 
or tangible in its effects. We may therefore regard electrical 
phenomena as the result of a dynamic force which bears a strik- 
ing analogy, in some respects, to other forces that are governed 
by well known dynamic laws. So far then, as this analogy 
holds, it may lend some aid in forming correct conclusions. 

Suppose for example a rod has two arms, or branches, 
erected perhaps upon the chimneys of a house, and forming a 
connection with the main rod somewhere on the roof; and sup- 
pose, also, that the electric force is conceived to act from the 
tO]) downwards, requiring time for its transmission through the 
rod. Now should a heavy charge be received at the same time 
upon both arms of the rod, the two electric forces pursuing 
the irrespective channels of conduction, rush together at the 
point of junction, where, for an instant, the intensity is greatly 
increased, while the single rod below this point being no larger 
than either branch, and having but half the conducting power 
of both, is unable to carry the double charge so suddenly im- 
posed upon it, and hence a portion of the burden is forced to 
seek an unnatural channel of escape through the building. 

A moderate charge even, which the capacity of the rod might 
easily convey, under favorable circumstances, may became so 
intensified at certain points, by a sudden augmentation of elec- 
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tricity — as by the meeting of opposite currents, or an abrapt 
redaction of conductivity — that a lateral discharge would en- 
sue before requisite time could elapse for the electric force to 
adjust itself to the new condition of things. This arrange- 
ment appears to be equivalent to reducing at once the conduct- 
ing power of the rod to half its former dimensions.* 

The second and principal cause of failure is due to the defec- 
tive mode of connecting the rod with the ground; the inadequate 
means provided for the escape of the charge from the conductor 
into the earth. 

It is a common practice to run the rod into the ground from 
four to six feet, or until it is supposed to reach the moist earth, 
and this is generally considered quite sufficient for all practical 
purposes, and the numerous agents employed by different 
manufacturing companies to supply rods throughout the coun- 
try, seem to believe that when thus much is done their duty is 
fhlly accomplished, and that the rod can then be left, in good 
faith, as a safe and reliable protection. 

It is well known that loam, sand and gravel, are compara- 
tively poor conductors of electricity, and experience proves 
that these materials, in the ordinary modes of fitting the rod, 
fhmish very inadequate means of conveying a heavy charge to 
the earth. 

There is generally no enlargement or extension of surface 
where the conductor enters the ground, but merely a continua- 
tion of the same rod used on the building, thus presenting a 
very limited surface to partial contact with imperfect conduct- 
ing materials. It is true a light charge under such circum- 
stance may be safely carried away, but when the cloud frimishes 
a copious supply of electricity and the point is in a perfect 
condition, the rod receives the charge with great facility, and 
if its passage to the earth is opposed by inferior conductors, a 
disruptive discharge through some part of the building would 
naturally follow. 

*The defeota of fhis arrangement, so fkr as the above remarks are designed to 
be more especially applicable, appear more prominent when other defects exist; 
when the tip of the rod is imperfect, and the charge enters npon it more or less 
abruptly, or when the resistance at the earth prevents a firee escape of the charge. 
If the rod were In a perflBct condition, in other respects, accidents from this con- 
stnictlon would perhaps rarely if ever occur. 

A.A.A.S.VOL.XVin. 12 
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If the rod were perfectly insulated it would receive the elec- 
tricity as before, but in this case the whole charge would leave 
the rod by an explosive discharge. Again were the rod par- 
tially insulated, that is connected with the earth by poor con- 
ductors,* then a part of the charge would be gradually and 
silently transmitted through these conductors while the surplus 
would escape by explosion. 

The relative power of the point to receive, and of the ma- 
terial connected with the rod to impart electricity, is a practical 
question in its bearing on this subject, and worthy of more 
careM attention than it has generally received. 

Where the resistance is very considerable, as it always must 
be when the rod is merely inserted in the ground as usual, the 
points receive electricity from the clouds with greater freedom 
than it is discharged to the earth, and the liability of accident 
increases in proportion as the receiving power of the rod ex- 
ceeds the discharging power. A way is opened through the 
pointed conductor for a free passage of electricity fix)m the 
cloud to the rod, but the channel of escape to the earth is prac- 
tically closed. 

The rod thus becomes, so to speak, a reservoir of intense 
electric force, and when the tension is increased beyond certain 
limits the surplus charge, yielding unwilling obedience to forced 
circumstances, breaks away from its proper channel.* 

In such cases the tip of the rod is often burned or frised, the 
glass insulators, if such are used, broken and thrown from their 
places, and frequently the ground where the rod enters more 
or less disturbed and torn up. 

The point of lateral discharge may be determined by various 
circumstances ; — by a short bend in the rod towards the build- 
ing ; by the junction of two or more branches of the rod ; by 
the near approach of a good conductor, as a bell wire, or gas 
pipe, etc. ; stove pipes, iron ware, etc., stowed away near 
where the rod passes. 

These remote influences, however, must not be mistaken for 
the primary cause of the casuality. In case of the explosion 

*Thi8 condition of the rod may be conceived, as somewhat analogous to the 
hose of an hydraulic engine, with a forcing pump plying at one end while the 
other end, instead of admitting a A'ee outlet for the water, is firmly closed except 
acme lateral apertures. 
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of a steam boiler, under extreme pressure, the slightest irregu- 
larity in the uniform thickness or strength of the boiler would 
be sufficient to determine the point of rupture. So when a 
lightning conductor is subjected to all the charge it can bear, 
in consequence of resistance at the earth, a very slight circum- 
stance would turn the balance of force in favor of a lateral dis- 
charge. 

There is, indeed, good reason to believe that nine-tenths of 
the cases noticed, where the rod has failed to accomplish its 
purpose, are really due to an overcharge^ catised by the resist- 
ance of the passage of electricity into the earth. 

In the most severe disasters the rod is invariably found to 
be very imperfectly connected with the ground, being usually 
much oxidated, and often extending not more than two or 
three feet into dry. earth, or into sand or gravel nearly dry, by 
which ita conducting communication with the ground is almost 
entirely destroyed. 

But the general effects are observed to be less and less 
marked, as the condition of the rod is improved and resistance 
to a free exit of the charge diminished. 

There are three kinds of rods very common in New England, 
viz. : Lyon's Patent Copper Rod, the North American Light- 
ning Rod — galvanized iron, and the Quimby Rod, made of 
small nail rods in their rough state. 

Perhaps a less proportion of serious accidents have occurred 
with Lyon's rod than with either of the others mentioned, yet 
more than eighty cases of this rod have been reported from 
Worcester county alone, where slight damage occurred, or more 
or less evidence appeared that a charge had passed the rod. 

Sometimes the scorching or burning of leaves and grass near 
the rod would be the only traces of electricity visible. In other 
cases the ground about the rod would be more or less disturbed 
and torn up, or the house perhaps slightly injured by a charge 
passing on to the sill, tearing off some clapboards, splitting the 
timber, and finally disappearing in the cellar or making its es^ 
cape outside through a pool of water left by the recent shower. 

Such phenomena are of very frequent occurrence, and clearly 
point to the same ultimate cause of disaster — the ground re- 
sistance. 

In these cases the rod seemed to perform its fhnetions so far 
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as it could. The chaise was conveyed from the clouds to the 
earth but was arrested in its progress into the earth, and in 
forcing a passage to better conductors produced the effects ob- 
served. 

The tendency of a charge to leave the rod is greater at or 
near the point of greatest resistence, and the various effects of 
an overcharge, so very generally exhibited at the lower portion 
of the rod, sufficiently indicate the primary source of failure. 
While it is quite unnecessary to detail individual cases for the 
sake of farther illustration, a single instance of remarkable 
mechanical effect upon the rod may be briefly stated. 

Lyon's patent consists of a copper ribbon so folded or 
crimped that the cross section forms an S. The rod is then 
twisted once in twelve or fifteen inches in order to give it 
greater firmness. 

In the summer of 1859 this rod was placed upon a new 
house in North Brookfield, Mass., and was terminated in the 
embankment formed by sand and gravel thrown out of the cel- 
lar, but was not carried deep enough to reach the original soil. 
During the summer this gravel, so fkr as the rod penetrated, 
became very dry, and in this condition the rod was subjected 
to a severe charge of electricity. The consequence was the 
twist was completely taken out of the rod throughout its entire 
length, and the folds or fianges brought firmly together as if by 
the force of a hammer or the pressure of heavy rollers. The 
charge escaped where the rod entered the ground, throwing up 
large quantities of dry earth and making a deep furrow some 
fifteen or twenty feet in length, as if a large plow had passed 
through the ground. The house remained uninjured, no part of 
the charge having left the rod till it reached the earth. This 
ipdeed is an extreme case, and so far as I know unparalleled in 
some of its effect, yet it is but a more forcible illustration of 
the point in question — the ground resistance. Here is the 
main idea designed to be brought out in this part of my paper, 
and the prominent cause, no doubt, of the numerous casualties 
so dishonorable to the confidence and good faith which light- 
ning rods should justly merit. 

It now remains to consider the best means of removing the 
" cause of the failure of lightning rods." This will form the 
subject of another paper. 
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2. Conditions of a Perfect Lightning Rod. By James 
BusHEE, of Worcester, Mass. 

« 

While considering the defects of a lightning rod in a former 
paper, the necessary conditions of a perfect security have been 
in some degree anticipated. 

A rod performs its functions when it conveys the heaviest 
charge fh)m the cloud to the earth without sensible effects; 
bnt in order to remove all liability of accident it should be 
capable of doing more than this. 

No machine can be worked to its utmost capacity without 
hazard. The rod should alwsiys have some working capacity 
in reserve. The whole charge ought to pass to the earth with 
such perfect freedom as to avoid high intensity in any part of 
the rod, thus rendering a lateral discharge impossible, or ex 
tremely improbable. 

If the earth were a perfect conductor of electricity nothing 
more would be necessary to secure the requisite conditions 
than simply to connect the rod with the ground. But since 
there is a wide contrast between the conducting power of the 
earth and that of the rod, and since this affords sufficient 
cause, as proved by observation and experiment, to obstruct 
and divert the charge, or a portion of the charge, from its 
proper channel, it follows that the elements of a perfect rod 
can only be secured by removing all obstructions from the 
direct pathway of the charge. 

While absolute perfection is doubtless, from the nature of 
the case, impossible, a near approximation is easily attainable, 
simply by taking advantcige of the extensive ranges of metallic 
gas pipes and water pipes, with which our cities and large 
towns are supplied. These, no doubt, afford the best means at 
command, of forming a perfect connection with the ground, 
and of placing the rod in a condition to perform its proper 
functions. And this can be done without the least possible 
injury to the pipes or danger to the persons connected with 
them. A good rod in proper contact with such pipes freely 
imparts to them the most powerful charge, which becomes 
highly diffiised as it expands over an extended range of sur- 
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face contact, where the electricity easily makes its escape into 
the earth, thus restoring equilibrium with so little resistance, 
that the desired object may be regarded as completely at- 
tained, so far as all practical purposes are concerned. 

Since accidents, in relation to these pipes, have sometimes 
occurred f^om lightning there seems to be a strong prejudice, 
in the minds of some, against connecting the rods in this way. 
Such prejudice, however, appears to arise from not making 
proper distinction between a gradual and silent discharge 
through the medium of a pointed conductor, and a' sudden or 
disruptive discharge attended by explosion, as when, in popular 
language, lightning is said to ^^ strike" an object. 

All the cases which have come to my knowledge where the 
pipes have been damaged or persons injured, are those of dis^ 
ruptive discharge, in which the pipes were struck when the 
whole charge, after passing explosively through some non-i 
conductor, rushed upon the pipes at once, producing widely 
different results from anything ever observed in a gradual dis- 
charge through the agency of points. 

The effects of a disruptive discharge upon the pipes may be 
various, according to circumstances. The joints, if connected ' 
by an inferior conductor, as lead for instance, may be injured 
in consequence of sudden resistance, • while a portion of the 
charge, perhaps, not having time sufficient for dispersion and 
escape, flashes up the gas burners in the immediate vicinity, 
with sufficient force, perhaps, to give severe or even fatal 
shocks to persons near them.f But nothing of this kind can 

* A case of this kind occurred at New Haven a tew years since, and noticed by 
Professor Silliman at the Springfield meeting of this Association. 

The Joints of these pipes were made tight by sheet lead, which was melted oat 
for a considerable distance by a shock of electricity. 

fThe rector of St. James Chorch, Bemon Smithfleld, B. I., received a shock 
from the gas-burner, while sitting in his study, July, 1886, which caused his death 
a few months afterwards. 

The church was near the rector's house, and the lightning rod attached to the 
steeple terminated in nearly dry sand or gravel. A heavy charge passed down the 
rod to within about ten fleet of the ground, when a lateral discharge was forced 
through a portion of the building to the nearest gas-pipe, producing much damage 
to the house and the other effects above mentioned. Also several other persons in 
the different neighboring houses felt more or less of the shock at the same time. 
Had the rods of the church been connected directly with the gas-pipes I believe 
the charge would have been carried off with perfect safety to all, and no one would 
have experienced any sensible evidence that a charge had passed the rod. 
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possibly occur when the charge is received through a pointed 
conductor properly connected with the pipes. 

In the former case the charge bursts f^om the cloud at once 
and dashes upon the object, as it were, with concentrated force, 
producing the well known effects of a '' stroke of lightning." 

In the latter, like a continuous stream of water from a foun- 
tain, the cloud pours out its electricity upon the rod, gradually 
from which it is promptly conveyed to the earth as harmlessly 
as it was received. When a mill-dam, confining a large pond 
or reservoir, suddenly brenks away the water rushes out with 
great violence, overflowing the banks of the stream, carrying 
off bridges, and sweeping away everything in its course. 

This is analogous to a disruptive discharge of electricity. 
But when the reservoir is drawn off graducdly^ through a proper 
gateway, the water is confined within the banks of its own 
natural channel, and quietly pursues its course to the ocean. 
This resembles a gradual discharge of electricity by a pointed 
conductor, when the long ranges of metallic pipes serve as 
safe channels of conveyance into the earth. And we have no 
more real cause to apprehend danger in one case than in the 
other. 

When such pipes are not accessible, a well, spring, or per- 
manent stream of water affords, perhaps, the next best means 
of forming a connection with the ground. Water fhmishes a 
much more perfect contact with the rod than earth and gravel, 
and being a much better conductor than these, it is usually re- 
garded as a safe and reliable mode of applying the rod, to 
terminate it in a well or spring of water. And this idea is 
doubtless correct in general, but a well may be so situated on 
a bed of clay, or in a ledge of rock, that resistance would 
sometimes be sufiScient to cause lateral discharge. It is to the 
difference between the receiving power and the discharging 
power of the rod that we are to look for accidents, rather than 
to the absolute conductivity of the rod as compared with water 
or other substances with which the rod may be in immediate 
contact. 

The rod may sometimes be connected with a good conductor, 
which may itself be partially insulated from the general con- 
ducting medium of the earth by certain geological conditions. 
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That a lightning rod will receive a charge of electricity 
with greater facility than a well of water — under the circum- 
stances mentioned, disposes of it — seems to be proved by the 
fact that a portion of the charge which had descended the rod 
to the water, has been known to pass up the lead pipe of the 
pump into the house and do serious injury.* 

It would not always be safe, therefore, to terminate a light- 
ning rod in a well which is connected by metallic pipes with the 
domestic departments. 

A common water cistern also furnishes an unsafe mode of 
terminating the rod, since the brick and cement ordinarily 
used offers very considerable resistance to electricity. It is 
for this reason, no doubt, that cisterns are frequently exploded 
by a charge of electricity communicated through metallic water 
pipes connecting the eave trough with the cistern. 

When neither of these modes of connection is practicable, 
something more is necessary to insure safety than the very 
common way of simply inserting the rod a few feet into the 
ground, which often becomes very dry during the heat of sum- 
mer, the time when thunder storms are most frequent and pro- 
tection the more needed. 

Yet it is probably true that three-fourths, if not seven- 
eighths of the lightning rods in the country terminate in this 
manner. 

When we consider the great want of fidelity, and of a 
thorough practical knowledge of the subject, so often mani- 
fested on the part of the agents or contractors, and the equally 
apparent want of cai^e and attention on the part of those whose 
deepest interest is involved, it is not surprising that the record 
of casualties in Worcester county discloses the remarkable fact 
that a large majority of the buildings damaged by lightning are 
those having rods attached to them. 

So little attention has generally been given to the proper 
connection of the rod with the ground, so little importance at- 

*The editor of the Woonsocket Patriot (S. S. Fosb), states, that the lightning 
rods of his house mn into a well in the cellar, which is located on a ledge of rock, 
and in the summer of 1868, during a Tiolent thunder storm, one of his domestics 
received a severe shock IVom a pump connected with the well by lead pipe. He 
also states that on examination he found the water low in the well, but the rod ez* 
tendfid below the surltoe of the water some distance at the time of the aocidant. 
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tached to the necessary conditions upon which the efficiency of 
the rod depends, the free exit of the charge, that instances are 
not wanting where rods have been erected upon public build- 
ings without the least apparent regard to the conducting power 
of the materials with which the rod was connected, and with as 
little thought of the means by which it was to fulfil its proper 
functions.* 

The numerous accidents which are constantly presenting 
themselves, where rods are concerned, sufficiently indicate 
either a very mistaken idea of the necessary conditions of 
safety, or an unpardonable neglect in carrying out those condi- 
tions. 

I have sometimes found but one small rod connecting the 
roof of a dwelling house with the ground, and that extending 
only two or three feet into nearly dry gravel. 

In such a case the rod is worse than useless ; for instead of 
protection the most effectual means are unwittingly used to 
invite into the house the first charge of electricity that chances 
to pass the rod. 

The various kinds of soil with which the rod is liable to be 
connected are widely different in conducting capacity, and in 
deciding the reliability of the rod it becomes important to de- 
termine the conductivity of the ground as modified by geo- 
logical character and physical condition; and this may be 
easily done so far as it practically affects the object of the 
rod by measuring the resistance the earth offers to the pas- 
sage of an electric current through the rod after it is placed in 
position. 

But probably no kind of soil, even under the most favorable 
conditions, possesses sufficient conducting capacity to insure 
safety while in the ordinary state of moisture, and simply in 
contact with a small rod. I repeat then some other course 
must be adopted ;. and here I have nothing better to offer than 
to urge the necessity of carrying out in general practice the 
directions usually given by good writers on the subject, but 

* When one of the largest cburcheB in this city was first ftimished with lightning 
rods, the main rod attached to the spire was aUowed, it is said, to terminate in a 
boulder of granite, in which a hole was drilled for the purpose. This was done 
with thQ impression, if I mistake not, that the solid rock would be more than a 
*' maiek » for the lightnhig. 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVin. 18 
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which are almost nniversally neglected in this country,* viz. : 
to enlarge the surface of the rod in the ground by attaching to 
it a plate of copper which should extend to a sufficient depth 
to reach permanent moisture and then be surrounded by a lib- 
eral quantity of fine charcoal which is a good conductor. 

For convenience the plate may be turned out from the build- 
ing horizontally to any distance it may be found necessary. 
No definite directions of general application can be given as to 
the size of the plate or its depth below the surface, since the 
circumstances are so very different in different localities. What 
would be entirely sufficient for one place would not answer for 
another. The capacity of the plate and connection with mois- 
ture should be such as to remove all undue resistance, and this 
must be determined experimentally for each particular locality. 
In this arrangement the deficiency of conducting power is com- 
pensated by increasing the surface contact with the ground, on 
the principle that a greater number of poor conductors may be 
equivalent in efficiency to a less number of better conductors. 

But buildings may sometimes be located where circumstan- 
ces of some nature render it impracticable to carry out any of 
the methods proposed so as to form a proper ground connec- 
tion. In such cases points may be used as an efficient means 
of relieving the rod so as to prevent a disruptive discharge. 
The rod may be fVimished with several short points directed 
ftom the building, and its lower extremity connected with a 
copper ribbon which should have all the advantage of ground 
connection circumstances will allow, and extend considerable 
distance from the building (twenty to forty feet), terminating 
in a short rod with points at top and also near the ground. 
These lower points serve the double purpose, first, of exhaust- 
ing surcharged atmosphere near the surface, and second, of 
dissipating and weakening a charge from the clouds. 

I see no reason to doubt that [any portion of the charge 
which may not have been conveyed 'into the earth by conduc- 
tion would be dispersed by convection without surcharging the 
rod. The objection may here arise, that the lower points by 

*The prevalent defectiye mode of making the ground connections, probably 
obtained on the score of economy i bat that is yery poor economy which neglects 
the absolute conditions of safaty and incurs the first expense of the rod merely to 
expose the house to greater danger than befbre. 
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imparting the electricity to the atmosphere do not effect a 
positive discharge — that the charge is merely transferred from 
one locality to another, even nearer the house than before, and 
perhaps exposing it and other buildings in the vicinity, to still 
greater danger. 

But I think it must be conceded that such a transfer could 
hardly be made without, at least, a decided loss of electric 
force. Indeed every leaf twig and blade of grass, within the 
influence of the charge becomes so many little lightning rods 
to convey it into the earth. 

Furthermore should a surplus, from any cause, tend to pre- 
ponderate in the. maimer supposed, the very points which im- 
parted it would be as ready to receive and convey it through 
the rod into the earth, or at least a portion of it, while the resi- 
dual may ascend the rod and be imparted to the atmosphere 
above, and possibly several such transfers may take place even 
within a very short interval of time, yet weakening, in force,''at 
every vibration, until compensation should be restored. 

In regard to houses with metallic roofing, it is supposed by 
some that they are not so liable to be struck by lightning as 
other houses under similar circumstances — that such a roof 
serves, in some way, as a shield of protection against the 
effects of lightning, but no good reason appears for such a sup- 
position. It is very probable, however, that a charge may 
sometimes be received upon the highest parts of the roof as it 
often is upon telegraphic wires, and be again diffused into the 
atmosphere through the sharp comers and edges of the lower 
portions of the roofing. Indeed if the usual points were 
erected upon such a roof and the eaves furnished with a num- 
ber of good points there is little reason to doubt that they 
would prove a reliable protection to the building. 

But since houses with such roofing have been sometimes 
struck by lightning and seriously^fdamaged, one or two cases 
having occurred within my knowledge,* where the roof was 
literally destroyed ; it would be well to take all possible pre- 
cautions for safety. Good [points should be erected on the 

* In the summer of 1859 tbe house of Mr. Muzzy of Spenoer, Mass., was struck 
by lightning and much injured. The house was without rods and the roof covered 
with tin. The charge entered the chimney through which it passed outward on to 
the roof, perforating and tearing up the tinning so generally that it was neces- 
sary to replace it hy an entire new covering. 
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most prominent parts of the house, particularly upon the chim- 
neys and well attached to the metallic surface. 

In making the ground connections, however, it is sufficient 
to affix the rods to the comers or edges of the roof, carrying 
out the directions already given in their terminations with the 
ground. Whenever proper contact cannot be made so as to 
rempve resistance discharging points should always be used. 

In concluding this paper it is proper to say that I have at- 
tempted to consider the subject of lightning rods simply in its 
practical bearing. It has been not so much my object to pre- 
sent new facts or theories, as to urge a better application of 
principles well known, — to point out some of the most promi- 
nent defects in the construction of rods, and finally to present 
such obvious means of removing these defects as observation 
and experiment seemed to suggest. Neither have I pretended 
to give a full and detailed description of the rod. Nothing 
has been said of its height above the roof; the number of 
points at the tip ; the mode of insulating and fastening to the 
building ; of the general style, form, size or material, simply 
because most of these are deemed of minor importance, and 
the great defects, which it has been the chief object to bring 
out, are not here found. 



V. CHEMISTRY. 

1. On Molecular Perturbations.* By Gustavus Hinrichs, 
of Iowa City, Iowa. 

Ant series of compounds of like structure may be written 

RM (1) 

where M represents that part of these compounds which is 
common to all members of the series, while R represents the 
radical changing from one compound to the other. Thus in 
the nitrates of monatomic radicals 

R'O^N 
we have 

R = R and M= O^N, 

By an application of the general mechanical principles of the 

* Also No. 8 of my Contributioru to IMecuiar SeUnce. 



GHEMISTBT. 101 

fourth section of my Atomechanik (1867), the normal form of 

the atomic structure, RM^ can be determined. Already in that 

work it lias been done for certain series, like the Tritoids AB^^ 

the Deltoids, AB^O^ etc. 

Let the axes of this normal form, or the normal axes of the 

compound atom, MM^ be 

x: y: z (2) 

These normal axes correspond to a given ideal case ; just as 
the normal elliptical orbit of the planets corresponds to the 
ideal case of but one planet encircling the sun, and both bodies 
being infinitely small in comparison to their mutual distance. 
The normal axes correspond to mutually equal atoms {Atom- 
echanik, §. 231 and §. 233). 

Accordingly there always must be a certain value of B for 
which the given M will produce exactly the normal axes in the 
compound BM, Let this value of B be represented by r. 
Then the deviation of the actv^H axes 

a: b: c (3) 

from the normal axes must be proportional to the difference 
B — r. These deviations we call molecular perturbations, and 
denote them in general by x ; in the direction of «, y, z, they 
are denoted, respectively, by $, C, C 

If, then, A; be a constant, mainly determined by M, we shall 
have, in general, the molecular perturbation 

7r = k {B—r) (4) 

A difference, B — r=l, gives 7r = k; that is k is the pertur- 
bation due to each unit in the atomic weight of the disturbing ele- 
ment B. 

From this it is also apparent that the greater the disturbed 
mass M the smaller must be the coefficient k; or, approxi- 
mately for comparable cases, 

k=U—VM (5) 

where U and V are constants. 

It is admitted that the preceding deductions are in a more 
popular form ; those who ask for more formal mathematical 
developments are referred to the latter part of this paper. In 
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order not to repel the chemist and mineralogist, the more 
special developments were deferred to this place. 

The value of r is also determined mainly by M. Thus if 
RM represents compounds, resulting by synthesis of R and M 
under great evolution of heat, a considerable attraction or 
affinity between R and M is manifest. Accordingly r will be 
negative, indicating that it would require a rejndsion of the 
numerical value r to produce the normal equilibrium or form. 

We may now proceed to the application of these principles. 

I. TiTANoiD Dioxides, TVOj. 

Referring to contribution No. 1 (p. 13)* for the details, we 
have, agreeable to (4) : 

C = — 0. 001 [TV + 130] (6) 

which gives very good results. Accordingly the attraction be- 
tween the titanoid, TV, and the two atoms of oxygen is so great 
that a repulsion of 130 (r = — 130) would be required to pro- 
duce the normal form. 
The normal form of these titanoid dioxides is 

(See Contrib. No. 1, p. 11, or Report Chicago Meeting, p. 217). 
The perturbation C is in the axis 2, which passes through the 
atom TV and stands at right angles to the middle of the line 
joining the two atoms of oxygen. The observed axes a, 6, c, 
tabulated at the close of this paper, give the observed pertur- 
bations by means of 

a = x+S h = y=l^ c = z + C (7) 

For these dioxides the values are 

TV C ccUculated, observed. 

Cassiterite /Sn=118 —0.248 —0.245 

Rutile Ti=z 50 —0.180 —0.180 

Zircon ^4^= 59 —0.189 —0.171 

Pyrolusite Mn= 52 —0.182 —0.180 

Although manganese is not a titanoid, the perturbation of 
pyrolusite very nearly agrees with that calculated for titanoid- 

*Beport of Chioacro Meeting (1888), p. 221. 
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« 

dioxides. The calculated value for Zircon differs considerably 
from observation; it will necessarily depend upon the exact 
formula of the mineral, while the calculated value above given 
is obtained on the hypothesis of an equal number of atoms of 
zirconium and silicon. Thus 

^\^^' = 43.5 

4 

would give —0.173 instead of the — 0.171 observed. 

n. Abaqonitoid Cabbonates. 

The three atoms of oxygen in the Carbonates R" 0^ C deter- 
mine the plane yz^ the axis z passing through one of these 
atoms, while y is at right angles thereto in the centre of 
gravity of the triangle formed by the three oxygen atoms. 
This triangle is nearly or exactly equilateral, giving the nor- 
mal axes 

y:z=l: V 3 

The axis x is at right angles to both, and passes in one di- 
rection (say upwards) through the Calcium atom, in the other 
direction through the Carbon atom, so that the angle 

Ca— 0-0 is 90° 

or very nearly so. Thus x = z=z^S, See Atomechanik^ §§ 
303-306. 

The observed values of a, 6, c, tabulated at the close of this 
paper, give by (7) the following values of the perturbation C 
in the oxygen plane after axis Z. 



Xa 


C calc. C obs. calc-obs. 


Aragonite Ca = 40 
Strontianite 8r 88 
Witherite Ba 137 
Cerusite Pb 207 


0.127 0.1266 0.000 

0.085 0.090 + 0.005 

0.040 0.040 0.000 

+ 0.024 0.093 +0.117 


The calculated values have been obtained according to (4) 

by 

C = 0.0009 (JTa 181) (8) 



It is seen that lead, not being a calcoid, but member of the 

genus cadmoids, the corresponding carbonate does not agree 

. in its perturbation with the calcoid-carbonates, thus proving 



104 A. MATHEMATICS, PHTSICS, AND CHEMISTRY. 

that the cadmoid-atoms, in form or structure, essentially differ 

from the calcoid atoms, a result which must be admitted also 

on other grounds. Thus the calcoids are non-volatile, while 

the cadmoids are comparatively very volatile metals. 

Applied to the perturbation of the vertical prism the general 

law (4) gives 

;r = 0'.72 (Za — 200) (9) 

Xa T calc. T obs. ccUc.-obs. 

Aragonite Ca=z 40 — 114'.2 ' — 115' + 0'.8 

Strontianite Sr 88 — 80'.6 *j— 80' — 0'.6 

Witherite Ba 137 — 44'.4 — 45' + 0'.6 

Cerusite Fh 207 + 6'. — 83' +89'. 

The normal angle between the vertical prisms and the plane 
yx is jp = 60°. The above minutes represent the derivation of 
the observed values from this angle of 60°. 

The value of r is positive in both formulaB (8 and 9) but not 
quite identic, although it ought to be so. It requires an at- 
traction of 181 according to (8), and of 200 according to (9), 
to reduce the perturbation in the oxygen section to nothing ; 
that is, to make the aragonitoid hexagonal for the calcoid- 
elements Xa. 

I think that this is in accordance with chemical principles. 
The oxygen of the electro-positive Xa 0, being in the same 
plane with the oxygen of the electro-negative C 02> exerts a 
repulsion on the same, equivalent to r= 181. Compare §315 
of Atomechanik on this point. In the hexagonal Calcit-forms, 
the Xa and C 0^ exist together as one Xa Os Cy and accord- 
ingly C = 0. Herewith harmonizes the fact, that according to 
Favre and Silbermann (1852), each gram of aragonite sets 
free 39.1 calorics when being converted into calcite ; or each 
atom Ca O3 C sets free 3910 calorics. Compare also VI. in 
Contribution 5. 

m. Calcitoids. 

Of the carbonates, only magnesite and smithsonite belong 
to the same genus. This is sufficient to determine the two 
constants in (4), but not enough to give any control. The 
three aragonitoid carbonates have, however, given that con- 
trol, so that we may apply (4) also on the calcitoids. 
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Indirectly we shall have a very excellent control in the val- 
ues of the constants thus determined; for they must agree 
with the known chemical properties of the elements. 

For the calcitoids the horizontal perturbations C is zero ; the 
vertical f is for the cadmoids. 

f = — 0.1092 — 0.000161 Kd ( 10) 

or 

C = — 0.000161 IKd + 678] (11) 

The same perturbation is, for the angle R of the rhombohedron, 
the normal being 104° 29' (Atomech., §307) 

P = + 0.'25 {Kd + 698) (12) 

The observed values are : 

Kd B p e 

Magnesite iJ/gr, 24 107^29 +180' —0.1131 
Smithsonite Zu, 65 107°.40 +191' —0.1197 

The value of r = — 678 or — 698 indicates an attrdction of 
nearly 700 between RM^ or a repulsion of this magnitude is 
required in order that Kd 0^ C may have the normal form, the 
rhombohedron R = 104° 29'. Now this is exactly what might 
have been predicted, since the cadmoids have not only a great 
affinity for 0, but also because their atomic weight is in excess 
of both and C Thus, in Smithsonite, the amount of matter 
in any horizontal is equivalent to 2 = 32, but in the vertical 
it is C7+Zn=: 12 + 65 = 75, or more than twice as much. 
Since there is no chemical repulsion between Carbon and the 
Cadmoids, this preponderance of matter in the vertical axis 
must contract the same, as observed. 

The two sulpho-salts Ag^S^ ^ of this form give for (4) : 

f = — 0.00066 [<P + 114] (13) 

and 

/> = + l',15[* + 98] (14) 

the observed values being 

^ R P ^ 

Proustite A8= 75 107^48' +199' —0.125 
Pyrargyrite ^6 = 122 108^42 +253' —0.156 

The normal rhombohedron of 104° 29' will thus belong to a 
phosphoid ^ of the atomic weight r = — 98 or — 114 ; that is 
A. ▲. A. 8. VOL. xvm. u 
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a repulsion of from 100 to 120. This is also in accordance 
with the chemical properties of the elements here involved. 
For the phosphoid and silver, here in the axis X, very readily 
combine, thus indicating an attraction of Ag^ or ^, so that 
for any ^ it would require a repulsion to produce the normal 
form. The same follows by considering the mere mass in the 
different directions ; thus along Z and Y we have the equiva- 
lent of 2/5=64, but along X we have 3^5r+^ = 324-t-^ 
which for Proustite is 399 ; for Pyrargyrite 446, that is jQrom 
6 to 7 times as much ! 

IV. Calcoid Sulphates. 

In the sulphates 8 0^ exists as such, forming, like all com- 
pounds of the formula ^ ^^ or ^ } |, an equilateral triangle, 
either exactly or nearly so. The axis Z is laid through S^ and 
F through the two atoms of oxygen of 8 O^. The axis X is 
at right angles to these, and contains the other two oxygen 
atoms of the sulphates. As demonstrated in another place, 
the normal axis of the sulphates R'^ 0^8 are 



4 9 

x: y: z =: \/ 3 ; 1 ; >v^ 3 



(15) 



The perturbations most directly due to the different radicals 
are those in the axis of Z; for the radical R" is directly oppo- 
site to the sulphur-atom, 8. The normal vertical prism, par- 
allel to the axis X, is nearly hexagonal; the normal angle 
between the vertical face and the plane X F, is 60** ; the devi- 
ation of the crystal from this angle we call r. The observed 
values then give for these perturbations for the calcoids : 

C = — 0.0008 [A^a+20] (16) 

7r = — 0'.7'[^a + 20] (17) 



Name. 

• 


Xa 


oalc. 


obs. 


calc. 


ObB. 


Anhydrite 


Ca 40 


—0.048 


—0.048 


— 42' 


— 42' 


Celestite 


Sr 86 


—0.068 


—0.069 


— 75'.6 


— 80' 


Barite 


Bal87 


—0.126 


—0.128 


— 109'.9 


—110' 



Accordingly, r = — 20 in both of these equations. That is, 
it requires a repulsion of 20 to produce the normal hexagonal 
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form of the vertical prism here imder consideration. This 
is again in harmony with the atomic structure and the known 
aflSnities. For in the axis Z we have S -^^ Xa-=.Z'i'\' Xa^ 
reaching from 72 (for Co) to 169 (for Ba)^ while in the axes 
X and Y there are only 2 atoms of oxygen, weighing 32. 
Hence a greater attraction in the direction of the Z axis, or 
a shortening of the same (C negative, r negative). Besides, 
we know that the calcoids have a considerable afl^ity for sul- 
phur — which, therefore, increases the perturbation due to the 
mass merely. 

This law has been extended to Selenates, Chromates, Fer- 
chlorates. Permanganates (see Synopsis of new Memoirs on 
Atomechanicsj published July, 1868). Here it may be suffi- 
cient to give the observed values of the angular perturbation 
X, or the deviation of the vertical prism found forming 60^ 
with the vertical plane xy. 

Name. FormtUa, 

Anglesite Pb04S 

Bante Ba04S 

Celestite Sr04S 

Anhydrite CaO^S 

Permanganate .... Ea04Mn 



TT 



— 8r 

— 110') 

— 79' S 

— 42') 



mean 



77' 



(( 



a 



Ferchlorate Ea04Cl 

(( . ^^ 

Olivenite ., Mgs04Si 

Phenacite .* Bea04Si 

Willemite Zn,04Si 

Normal form AB4C 

Sulphate Ea3 04S 

Selenate Ea,04Se 

Chromate Ea3 04Cr 

Manganate Eas04Mn 

Ammonium Chloro Zincate Am CI4 Zn 



+ 



92' 

80' 

86' 

83' 

24' 







12' 

20' 
35' 
40' 



Mitscherlich. 

Groth. 

Groth. 

Mitscherlich. 

Haidinger. 



Mitscherlich. 



The most interesting fact exhibited in these perturbations 
is the change of v by the doubling of Ka. A mere increase 
in weight of Ka in the permanganate 'Ka O4 Mn would in- 
crease the negative value of ir. But the addition of another 
atom of potassium, producing the Manganate Ka^ O4 Mn, 
does not increase the perturbation in the same direction, 
but changes its sign. This indicates a slight but real repul- 
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sion between the two atoms of potassium, in harmony with the 
electro-chemical views. 

Y. Fbbtubbations akd Temperature. 

On page 43 of Atomechaniky the inflaence of temperature on 
the molecular perturbations has been investigated, and the 
results exemplified by means of Fizeau^s observations then 
published. In Fogg. Ann. 1868, p. 135, we find additional ob- 
servations of FizeaUi so that we now can continue the investi- 
gation of the subject. 

In the following determinations of Fizeau the coefiScient of 
expansion for one degree centigrade (at the tempei;ature of 
40^), is in the direction of (Fizeau's) vertical axis a, at right 
' angles thereto a' ; and the change of either for each degree of 
temperature is Ja and Aa', For the sake of simplicity we refer 
all of these numbers to the original length of one million 
units; then a = 0.00001911 of Ftzeau for Fluorspar (the ex- 
pansion of the length 1) becomes here a = 19.11 (the expan- 
sion of 1,000,000). 

Trftoids, ABi. ^ 



CaFl^y Fluorspar 
FeJS^, Pyrite 
CuiQ^ Cuprite 



a' =19.11 



(C 



Quartz, 8i0^ 
Rutile, TiOt 
Cassiterite 8n0% 
Zurcon (JSi, Ti) 0, 4.48 



a 

7.81 
9.19 
8.92 



a'= a' = 

a= a' = 
Aa ^ Aa' = 

a' 

14.19 
7.14 
8.21 
2.38 



9.08 
0.98 
0.0210 



1 



Aa 

0.0177 
0.0225 
0.0119 



in all 
directionB. 

Aa' 

0.0288 
0.0110 
0.0076 



Deltoids, AB^C. 

For these a is the expansion in the direction of our axis X, 
or a, a* in the direction For 6, and a'' in the direction Z or e. 



a 
4- 26.21 
4- 84.60 



a' 

— 5.40 
+ 10.16 



i// 



a' 
— 5.40 
-f 17.19 



Calcite ' 
Araganite 

These values must be referred to & = 1, by subtracting the 
coefficient after this axis from each of the other coefficients ; 
the values thus obtained express the relative expansion in 
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these axes. It must also be borne in mind that these coeffi- 
cients refer to our Xy F, Z, in the following manner : 

X X T y Z z 

Quartz a 1 a' ^3 a' ^3 

Rutile a' y^3 a 1 a' ^3 

Gassiterite a' v3 a 1 a* ^3 

Zircon a' ^3 a la' ^3 

The values of our nkontial axes Xy y^ Zj have also been added. 
For details see Atomeckanikj p. 34, or Contributions to Mole- 
cular Science, No. 1 (Report Chicago Meeting, p. 217). 

This gives our ^ = 5 = 1, with no relative expansion and no 
perturbation. For the other axes we obtain: d^ as the rela- 
tive coefficient of expansion after X (for each million of units 
of length), 3'S the variation of ^^ for each degree ; and *C, ^'C 
for the axis Z, The results are contained in the following 
table : 

The Tessebal Tbitoids. 

Fluorspar J Pyrite and Cuprite 

have f = C = o; and also *f = *C = o. 

The Hexagonal Tbitoid. 

Quartz x= 1.0000 21=1.7320 

e z= -f 0.099 C = 0.0000 

ae = — 6.38 . ac = 0.0000 

d'^ = — 0.0061 a'C = 0.0000 

The Quadbatic TBrroiDS 

have xzziz and also their variations equal, so that they remain 
quadrate. We give only the values for x: 

x:=iz = s/Z e = C ^f = *C ^'f=^'C 

Bfutile 1.7320 —0.180 -|-2.05 -f 0.0115 

Cassiterite 1.7320 —0.245 -|-0.71 -1-0.0043 
Zircon 1.7320 —0-171 -|-2.10 

The Hexagonal Deltoid. 

CWci^e X=>v/ 8 = 1.7320 2 = ^/3=1.7320 

e =— 0.0235 C= 0.0000 

ae =-|- 31.61 ^C= 0.0000 
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The Rhombic Deltoid. 

Aragonite X = ^/ 3 = 1 .7320 z = \^S= 1 .7320 

* = -|- 0.0035 : = — 0.12C6 
rJc = -f- 24.44 ^: = -|- 7.03 

These observations show : 

1. That when the molecular pertubcution is zero^ it remains so. 
In other words, the normal form is not changed by an increase 
of the temperature. — Examples : the tesseral tritoids, also C 
in quartz and calcite. 

2. That t?ie molecular perturbations are diminisTied by increase 
of the temperature. In other words, the actual form ap- 
proaches the normal form when the temperature is raised. 
Examples are quite numerous in the above observations ; they 
are indicated by the opposite sign of the perturbation and the 
coefficient of expansion. 

3. The expansion of aragonite in the direction of the verti- 
cal axis X is an exception to the preceding rule ; for C and ^C 
have the same sign, so that the actual form passes farther and 
farther from the normal as the temperature is raised. This 
proves that the atoms in aragonite are not in a stable equilib- 
rium ; and in fact, by heating a crystal of the same, it sud- 
denly changes from aragonite to calcite at a certain tempera- 
ture, developing 3910 calorics (for each atom of C^O^C) in the 
process {Favre and Silbermann^ 1852). 

Thus we have brought* all of the preceding determinations 
of the expansion of crystals under the one general law ; dtmt- 
nvJtion of the molecular perturbation to zero^ or approximation 
of the crystal to the normal form. 

The preceding, we hope, is sufficient to show that the m/yleo- 
ular perturbations are a reality, as well as the cosmical per- 
turbations of astronomy. However incomplete and imperfect 
our knowledge of this subject may be at present, we deem it 
sufficient to invite to farther research. While we believe the 
general law (4) of molecular perturbations to have been suffi- 
ciently proved by observations, we admit that the precise value 
of the constants k and r is at present only imperfectly deter- 
mined by observation, and only in a very general way by 
theory. 

The exact theoretical determination of these constants is a 
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mechanical problem, the solution of which depends as much 
upon the constitution and form of the atoms of the so-called 
chemical elements, as does the theoretical determination of 
cosmetical perturbations on the structure, form and mass of the 
cosmical bodies. 

APPENDIX. 

That the law (4) is in fact a first approximation is proved 
by the following preliminary analysis of this problem, referred 
to in the first part of this paper. 

Let the substance under consideration be a ternary, com- 
posed of the element-atoms A, B, C. To simplify the subject, 
let the compound be a deltoid, AB^C. 

The actual axes of this deltoid we call a, &, c; the line joining 
the two atoms A and (7, being taken as X-axis or its value = a. 

If now, without changing an3rthing, the atoms A and C were 
made equal to B, the axes a, &, c, would become x^ y^ z, the 
normal axes. Leaving (7, but substituting only the radical 
^ = jR, a certain value R = r must likewise produce the nor- 
mal axes aj, y, z; the corresponding compound being r B^C. 
Accordingly the force producing increments $, y, C, on a?, y, ar, 
is zero for Az=iRz=zr. 

Now, let the force between A and C be represented by the 
function W{A,CI)\ similarly that of A and Bhy <p {A, -B), be- 
tween C and B by tp' {C, B)^ and the repulsion between the 
like atoms Bhy p {B^ B). Into all of these the actual axes 
a, 6, c enter as variables. The resulting force, therefore, will be 

F {A\ B,0) = ^(A,C)+9 {A, B) +^' (C, B) -p (-B, B), 

(18) 
By subatituting A=ir-{-h and developing we obtain 

F(r-{-h,B,G)-K, + KAA—r) 

-K,iA-ry (19) 

-|-etc. 
where 

K,= r(r, (7) + ^ (r, J5) + f' (-B, C)-p{B, B) \ 

^» — —n r AA ' ) (20) 

The functions, ^, ^, etc., contain probably only the first 
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powers of the atomic weights ; hence ^, ^, etc., will be zero, 

or the squares and higher powers of {A — r) may be omitted. 

At the same time we have, according to the definitions given 

a = x + S b = y + : c = « + : (21) 

(See also 7). 

If, therefore, we neglect the square and higher powers of 
(A — r), we have for a first approximation, the normal axes 
determined by Ko, and the perturbations by Ki. For the per- 
turbations n in any direction we shall have an equation of the 

7r=:Ki(A — r) (22) 

form which is identic with (4). It is evident that K^ depends 
upon the normal axes, a;, y, z, and the values of r, B and C, If 
the form of the functions, as well as the normal axes are 
known, then K^ would serve to determine the value of r. 

The above formulae have been simplified by not writing the 
values of a, 6, c, which enter into every one of functions. 
Since now' the law of the variation of these attractions and 
repulsions in regard to distance and angle (atomicity) is un- 
known, we may be excused from entering into any farther 
detail. At the same time it will be admitted, that the only 
possible solution is based upon an accurate knowledge of the 
elemeTU-atoms as physical bodies^ such as they are represented 
in the first section of my Atomeckanik, 



2. On the Classification and the Atomic Weights ov 

THE so-galled ChEMICAL ELEMENTS*, WTTH BEFERENCB 

TO Stas' Peterminations. By Gustayus Hinbichs, 
of Iowa City, Iowa. 

Like all other natural objects the cheniical elements (so- 
called) can be classified into natural groups, — Oenera made up 
of the individual elements as Species and Varieties. Such a 
classification was published in 1867 in my Atomedianik (§ 17, 
pp. 7, 8). 

The symbol of the species is the characteristic letters of the 
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Latin name of the same, introduced by Berzdius in 1815 ; it 
has also a numericdL valae, representing the weight of the 
atoms. 

As sjrmbol of the genv^ I introduced the characteristic let- 
ters of the Oreek name of the same, and stated that this 
symbol represents an equation^ the numerical value of which 
for the given variable would be the atomic weight of the spe- 
cies corresponding to that variable. 

The theoretical ground of this classificatioji is exposed in 
Atomechanik. We shall here exdtmvely consider this question 
from a practical and empirical point of view, entirely indepen- 
dent of the pantogen-hypothesis. In this form it has now for 
two years been presented in my lectures. 



I. Classification of the Elekents. 

This empirical classification (in its results identical with that 
of Atomechanik) is based mainly on the deportment of the 
elements toward heat. This physical agent being motion, we 
accordingly classify the elements in regard to the mobility of their 
particles (the atones). We distinguish six degrees of fusibility^ 
three degrees of volatility^ and the coloration of the flame for the 
metals. We retain the general division of the elements in two 
orders^ metals and metalloids, based upon the presence or ab- 
sence of metallic lustre. The above degrees of fusibility cor- 
respond very nearly to those of von KobeU, 

For farther explanation we may refer to the following table^ 
merely adding, that the name of the genus was taken from the 
most common or most characteristic element. The semi-bar- 
barons name Sulphoid was chosen, because the more correct 
Thionoid is not so palpable to students. 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVni. 16 
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GENERAL TABLE OF THE GENERA OF THE ELEMENTS. 



1 


YolatUe. 

M 


ICbtals; havi 

• 

i 


ng metallic Instre. 
Gbnus. 




1 


Name. 


Symbol. 


1 


1 

3 
8 

4 
6 
6 (inAiA) 


exceeding 

very 

sUghtly 

not 

not 

not 


color 
no color 


KoMdi 

Cadmoids 

Cupraidt 

Calcoids 

Ferroids 

likmoids 


Ka 

K8 

Kv 

Xa 

St 

Tt 


Ka 
Cd 


color 
no color 


Ca 
Ft 
Ti 







II. Metalloids; not having metallic lustre. 



Triatomic Elements like Phosphonis 


Photphoids 


• 


P 


Di— " •* Sulphur 


Sulphoidt 


e 


S 


Mon— " " Chlorine 


CJOoroids 


X 


CI 


Mon— " *' Pantogen 


Pantoidt 


Y 
1 -■ 


H 



To these genera several others will have to be added ; but 
not antil the elements concerned are better known. Of sach 
genera I mention here the Thalloids, Sk^ Molybdoids, MX^ Hj- 
drargolds, Ty from Atomechanik. Beryllium is either the first 
species of the Ferroids or of the Cadmoids. 

The Ferrqids are distingpished for their varietiea. Thus the 
third species (Iron ; Greek Sideroa) is associated in nature and 
in its properties with four yarieties, which we term the Side- 
roids and give the symbol 13, They are Chromium, Mangan- 
ese, Tron (tJie species). Nickel and Cobalt. They form a 
regular series, connecting Titanium of the Titanoids with 
Copper of the Cuproids (see Chart). The Ithodoids and Iri- 
doids are not sufficiently known yet. Uranium is associated 
with Cobalt and the Sideroids, having exactly twice the atomic 
weight of Cobalt. 
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The species in each genus are again arranged in the order of 
their volatility, or specific gravity, or atomic weight. By print- 
ing their symbols at distances fh>m that qf the genas, nearly 
proportional to the atomic weight, we obtain the following 
chart representing our classification of the elements. A few 
of the most important elements not embraced in the above ten 
genera have been added. 

HINBICHS' CLASSIFICATION OF THE ELEMENTS. 

Genera. Si)ecie8. 

X = 1 2 3 4 6 

Y Jff 

Ka Li Ka Ka Rh 

Xa ^ -^ Ca a^ Ba 

K3 '- Mg Zn Cd Pb 

Yy _ - ^ ^ Bg 

Ktf -^ -^ ' Cu Ag Au 



2( Al Mn Kh Ir 



Tt C Si n Pd Pi 



t 


Al 


Co 
Ni 

Fe 
Mn 
Or 




c 


Si 


n 


Pd 

Sn 


N 


T 


At 


Sb 





8 


8e 


Tt 


Fl 


CI 


Br 


lo 



• N T A% Sb Bi 

e 

X 

Y H 



That this is a truly 'MulurdJL doa9xfioaii/on is proved by the 
fact that in this table the elements of like properties, or their 
compounds of like properties, form groups bounded by wmplA 
Zines. Thus a line drawn through C, ul«, Te, separates the 
elements, having metallic lustre firom those not having such 
lustre. The gaseous elements form a small group by them- 
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selves, the eondensible chlorine forming the boundary. So 
also the boundary line of the heavy metals (specific grav- 
ity above five) is a simple line, running between Kd and 
Xa, as far as the break in the vertical columns goes 
(to Zn), {then down to Ti and through Se out between 
Te and lo. So also the boundary lines for other properties 
may be drawn. 

Of great practical importance are the lines expressing cer- 
tain properties of definite compounds. Thus, the solubilities 
of Ternaries or Binaries in water. The reactions in the wet 
way (Fresenius). The blowpipe reactions, may be repre- 
sented on such charts by means of a few simple lines. Such 
charts have been in use in my laboratory, and were exhibited 
to the Association — the symbols printed on muslin (size 8X6 
decimeters) while the other details had been entered by hand. 
In the lecture room I also have been using a square black- 
board of black walnut (one meter each way) with the S3naibol8 
painted ; a chalk line or figure then enters the property dwelt 
upon by the lecturer. 

n. Thb Atomic Weights. 

K we inscribe the atomic weight in the table of elements 
Just given, it will immediately be seen that in each of the 
columns, marked a; =r 1, 2, 3, etc., comparatively small 
changes take place. This suggests a general lawy determining 
the atomic weight y of any species as a function of x for aU 
genera. 

y =/ («)• (1) 

Theoretically we may determine the nature of this Amotion 
in the following maimer : if we assume the existence of but 
one substance (pantogen). 

A certain number c of the mvJtvxiUy equal atom^ of this pan- 
togen may combine, producing an element of the atomic 
weight ^ = c, that of hydrogen being one. Any two of these 
new atoms may again combine, giving ^, = 20. These again 
combining give ys = 2y,= 2.2c, of which again y4 = 2y,= 
2.2.2 c would follow. Thus by simple reduplication of the origi- 
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nal atoms ^i = c, we would obtain atoms of other substances 
(elements) expressed by the general formula 

y = c.2*-i (2) 

All of the elements for which c has the same numerical 
value would evidently closely resemble one another, or consti- 
tute a genvs of elements. Variation in the value of c would 
give the different genera. 

Another mode of combination in the successive addition of 

the same c to itself, giving 

y=:c.x (3) 

There are evidently other methods of combination; but 
those here given are undoubtedly the simplest possible^ and 
hence the most probable. 

A parallel to the law (8) we have in the hydrocarbons, 
where the successive atoms of carbon are linked together by 
means of hydrogen atoms. Accordingly it is possible, and 
rather probable, that less complex aggregations A; of atoms of 
the primary matter will be required as links to bind together 
the members c of the atoms y. Consequently a more general 
form of the preceding laws would be 

1. For Reduplication : 

y = c.2' + k (4) 

2. For Simple Aggregation ; 

y=zc. x-^-k (5) 

In their equations k must necessarily be comparatively small 
if it changes with a;, otherwise expressive of a terminal com- 
mon to the genus, it may be even large, as in the Cuproids, 
Cadmoids and Calcoids. From the observed values of the 
atomic weights we may conclude that dU the metallic elements, 
except the cakoides, are formed by reduplication (4) ; th£ calcoids 
being formed by aggregation (5). The metalloids are formed 
mainly by reduplication (4). 

This we conclude from the following comparison between 
the calculated and observed values of the atomic weights. In 
all of the following tables, the correction is to be added to the 
calculated value in order to give the observed value, taken 
from Jahresbericht, 1866. 
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A. METALS. 
1. Oenus. Kaloids. 

ira = 5.2'-|-3(— 1)* 



(6) 



SFBGIB8. 


X. 


Ka 
calo. obs. 


Coirectioii. 


Lithium 


I 


7 


7 





Sodium 


2 


as 


28 





Potassinm 


S 


87 


89.1 


+W 


Bubidium 


4 


83 


86.4 


+2^ 


/ 


6 


157 







2. Genus. 



CUFBOIDS. 

Ku = (5.5) 2*+ 20 



(7) 



Copper 

SilTer 

Gold 



1 
2 

8 

4 
6 



81 

42 

64 

106 

196 



63.4 
106 
197 




+1 



3. Oenus. Cadmoids. Omit the constant for x: 

^d = 6.2*+16 



1 and 2. 
(8) 



Hagnesinm 



Zlno 

Cadmium 

Lead 



4. Genus, 



Alumininm 
Iron 

Bhodium 
Iridlam 



1 




12 




2 




24 


24 


8 




64 


66.2 


4 




112 


112 


6 




206 


207 


Febboids. 






It = (6.25) 


.2'-|-aj( 


■fl)' 


1 




18 Ji 




2 




27 


27.4 


8 




63 


66 


4 




104 


104.4 


6 




206 


196 



+ 1.2 


— I 



(9) 



+0.4 
+ 8 
+0.4 
— 7 
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5. Oenus 


. TiTANOIDS. 


, 






7T=(6.5).2'+aj(- 


-1)' 


(10 


Carbon 


1 


13 


IS 





SiUcin 


9 


28 


28 





Titanium 


8 


49 


60 


+ 1.0 


PaUadinm 


4 


108 


106.6 


— 1.4 


Platinmn 


5 


208 


1974 


— 6.6 


6. Qenus 


Calcoids. 








J(a = 


: 48 (x 2) - 


-8 





119 





« 


48 oj— 104 


I 


(18) 


Caleimn 


8 


40 


40 





Strontium 


4 


88 


87.6 


— 04 


Barium 


6 


136 


187 


+1 



} (11) 



B. Metalloids. 

For these we have in general 

y = c. 2^ 

where the upper is to be used for a? = 1, 2 ; the lower for aj= 8, 
4, 5, the sum of the exponents always being = x. For the 
Sulphoids and Phosphoids this discontinuity is expressed in 
the first corresponding strictly to metalloids, while the latter 
(a; 1=3) have metallic properties. The factors multipl3ring c 
will in all cases make y^ the arithmetical mean between y^ and 

2ys = y, + y, (12) 

as readily may be seen from (11). 

We obtain again for x, y calculated, y observed, and the 
"correction," the values tabulated below. 

For the sake of abbreviation, the fhnction of x multiplying 
c is denoted by X, so that 

for « = 1,2 X=2- ^ 

8,4,5 X=:2^ + 6.2^-^ i ^^^^ 

For the phosphoids and sulphoids, we have 6 = 3, for the 
chloroids & = 2. 5. Hence we find 

for ^ and ^, i X= 1, 2, 5, 8, 14 
X iX=l, 2, 4.4, 7, 12 



(( 



J (14) 
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7. Genv^. Phosphoids. 6 = 8. 

tf> = 7.5X 
i JS:= 1, 2, 5, 8, 14 (see 14) 



Nitrogen 


1 


Phosphonis 


3 


Arsenic 


S 


Antimony 


4 


Bismuth 


5 



16 

80 

75 

120 

310 



14 
81 
75 

132 
810 



(15) 



-1 






8. Genus. Sulphoids. 



6 = 8, JX=1, 2, 5, 8, 14. 



Oxygen 


1 


16 


Sulpliur 


8 


82 


Selenium 


8 


60 


Tellurium 


4 


128 




5 


224 



16 
82 
79.4 
128 



(16) 





—0.6 




9. Oenus. Chloroids. 6 = 2.5. ^JS:=1, 2, 4J, 7, 12. 







X=9.X 




(17) 


Fluorine 


1 


18 


19 


+1 


Chlorine 


2 


86 


85 Ji 


—0.5 


Bromine 


8 


81 


80 


— 1 


Iodine 


4 


126 
216 


127 


+ 1 







We shall not discuss the "correction" which is to be applied 
to the calculated values in order to give the observed values. 
We only shall observe that these corrections are very small 
except for the three species Fe^ Ir^ Pt^ which belong to genera 
known to contain varieties. 

We do not mean to have the observed values corrected, for 
what here appears as "corrections" may in fact represent the 
links which hold together the various portions of the resulting 
atom. A negative correction would thus indicate that some 
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projecting point had been removed before combination was 
effected. 

Nor do we assert that the atoms of the so-called elements 
have a composition expressed by the general formula (4) (and 
its modification (11) for the metalloids) ; but their atomic 
weights do make 8uch composition probable^ while at the same 
time sv4:h constitution wotUd be the simplest possible if the ele- 
ments were composed of one primary jnaUer (pantogen). 

At all events it is thought that the relations here pointed 
out are of a more general and more rational character than 
tdose published by Dumas * in 1857. 

In conclusion we give a synopsis of the formula represented 
by our generic symbols : 

Genus in general y =z c.2* -)- A: (4) 

Kaloids Ka = 5.2' + 3 (— 1)' (6) 

Ouproids Ku= (5i).2* +20 (7) 

Cadmoids Kd= 6.2' +16 (8) 

Terroids Zi = (6J).2' + « (+ 1)' (9) 

Titanoids 7V=(6J).2' -|- a; (— 1)' (10) 



Phosphoids = (7^). [2^+ 3.2'-»] (15)[ 
Sidphoids e =z S [2^+ 3.2'-»] (16) 
aOoroids X =z 9 [2^ +(2*). 2'-*] (17) 



Sum of expo- 
nents is a;. For 
x=zl, 2 the pa- 
renthesis is 2' 



Cakoids Jra= 48 a;— 104 (18) 

From this it will be seen that the volatility and fusibility of 
the metals decreases as the value of c increases. Their atomi- 
city increases with increasing c. For the metalloids the re- 
verse is the case, which fact probably is connected with the 
electrical contrast between these two orders of elements. 

Graphical representation, taking x as abscissa and y as ordi- 
nate, will conduce very much to a better apprehension of the 
relations and the general formula here presented. When pre- 
senting this subject to the Association a diagram about 2^ 

»L' InsUtat, 1867, pp. 420-422; pp. 883-386. 
A. A. A. S. VOL. XVIU. 16 
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metres long was used ; it contained the logarithmic or expo> 
nential curves for the Kaloids, Cuproids, Titanoids, Sulphoids 
and the straight line of the Calcoids. The unit of x was IS"™, 
of y was 1^, so that J3i= 210 was represented by an ordinate 
of 210°». 

m. Stas' Deterhinatioms. 

Very much is said about these very interesting determina- 
tions of the atomic weight ; but we believe that the true impor- 
tance of these great labors is hardly estimated yet. Most 
chemists seem to think that the chief importance of the pains- 
taking work of Staa is to disprove and forever reject the so- 
called hypothesis of Prout; and with the destruction of this 
hypothesis they seem to think all the palpable harmonies of 
the atomic weights, and particularly all relating to ^^pantogen** 
is annihilated. We are inclined to think that just such carefbl 
determinations toiU demonstrate the correctness of the law of a 
common divisor (equal one-half the atomic weight of hydro- 
gen?) for all elements, and prove some essential features of 
the structure of the element atoms. 

In order to approach this subject let us grant all that Stas 
does claim for his figures ; that is, they are exact to the first or 
even the second decimals. Let tea see, wJiat these figures^ if they 
are so accurate as claimed^ reaUy do prove ! 

The values of Stas are actually obtained for oxygen equal to 
16. Let us represent these values by S. The atomic weights 
in accordance with ProvJI^s Law (referred to one-half hydro- 
gen) we shall for the sake of convenience call the normal 
atomic weights, A. The deviation of observation firom these 
normal values we denote by 2>, 

D = S — A or5 = ^-f 2>. 
The deviation per unit of weight will then be 

The values A^ S^ D and d are given in the following table, 
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8 being taken from Presenitu^ Zeitschrift fur AnoUytiache 
Chemie, 1868, p. 169. 



A, 


S. 


D, 


d. 


KALOID8, Ka, mean 




• • • 


• • « 


+ 0.00884 


Lithion, JU, 


7 


7.0S3 


+ 0.028 


+ 0.00314 


Sodlom, Ifa, 


S8 


88.043 


+ 0.048 


+ 0.00187 


Potassinm, JEo, 


88 


88J37 


+0.187 


+ 0^)0861 


PH08FHOID8, « 










Nitrogen, IT^ 


14 


14.044 


+ 0.044 


+ 0X0814 


FAMTOXDS, Y 










Hydrogen, Sf 


1 


1.00S 


+ 0.008 


+ 0.00800 


SCLPHOEDS, e 










Oxygen, O, 
Chloboids, X, mean 


IS 


18 000 


±0.000 

• • • 






• • • 


— 0.0006 


Chlorine, CI, 


mz 


85.47S 


— 0.085 


— 0.0007 


Bromine, Br, 


80 


79.«» 


— 0.048 


— 0.00060 


Iodine, lo. 


127 


UmJSBO 


— 0.100 


— 0.00118 


CUPBOIDS, Kv 










SQyer, Aff, 


106 


107.980 


— 0.070 


— 0.00064 



It is apparent that d is nearly constant for the same genus, 
and very nearly + 0. 003 for the Kaloids, — 0. 001 for the 
Chloroids. In other words the deviation — whatever be its 
cause — is nearly proportional to the absolute weight deter- 
mined! 

Another very peculiar fact is the positive sign of the devia- 
tions, D and d, for the elements which are electro-positive in re- 
gard to the standard (oxygen), while the deviations are nega- 
tive for the elements which are electro-negative in regard to 
oxygen. Silver forms the only exception to this rule. At the 
same time its deviation d is only 0. 0006, or much less than 
that of all other elements except bromine ; and the electro- 
diemical difference between silver and oxygen is not consider- 
able either. 

We conclude, therefore, that Stas* determinations 8 of the 
atomic weights deviate from the normal atomic weights A by 
small quantities D which 
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Firsts in regard to sign agree with the electro-chemical sign 
of the element in regard to oxygen (silver excepted) ; and 

Second^ are nearly proportional to the atomic weight itself. 

Granted the accuracy of the determinations of Stas^ the con- 
clusions just given follow. We accordingly have a case in 
chemistry like that which astronomy would have offered if the 
perfection of the instruments and methods of observation had 
progressed more rapidly than theory, after the propounding of 
Kepler's laws. Then deviations from the elliptical orbits 
would have been observed, and it would have been discovered 
that these deviations were closely related to the relative posi- 
tion of the planets. If an expert observer on account of these 
deviations should have rejected Kepler's laws as disproved, he 
would have been greatly in error, because, as we now know, 
the observed deviations are consequences of the same law of 
gravitation on which Kepler's laws depend. 

Now, theoretrical chemistry is vastly behind practical (em- 
pirical) chemistry, in fact, so much behind this latter that the 
claims of mathematical chemistry are generally either ignored 
or derided. We shall, therefore, not venture to give our expla- 
nation of the deviations d; we probably only would deter from 
those much needed researches, which will demonstrate what we 
now must leave as merely probable. 



8. On the Gbahamitb of West Yirginia, and the New 
Colorado Resinoid. By Henry Wurtz, of New York. 

It is now nearly five years since my attention was first called 
to this remarkable mineral. I at once recognized the scientific 
interest that attaches to it, and have always earnestly desired 
to carry out some systematic and thorough chemical investi- 
gations into its nature and relations; a desire so far frus- 
trated to a certain extent. Fending, however, renewed efforts 
which I am making, to accomplish complete elementary analy- 
ses of the constituents of Grahamite, as discovered by me, I 
think it my duty to communicate, for^the first time, the full 
results of my former investigations. 
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Previous to 1865, the existence was frequently reported, and 
alluded to, in the public prints, of an extraordinary mineral 
formation on a branch of Hughes River, Ritchie County, West 
Virginia. It was sometimes called ''Ritchie Coal," ''Ritchie 
Asphaltum," " Crystallized ( !) Petroleum," etc., etc. Gesneb 
and others claimed it as identical with albertite, which they 
called an asphaltum (Gesneb, On Coal Oils^ Petroleum^ etc,^ 
p. 27). 

The eminent geologist. Professor Lesley, was the first to 
introduce its existence to the general knowledge of the scien- 
tific world, which he did in a communication to the American 
Academy in Philadelphia (in 1864, 1 believe) ; not having him- 
self visited the locality, however. His opinion, founded chiefly 
on inspection of hand samples, was that the material was an 
" inspissated petroleum," or say, a mineral pitch. The results 
of my own examinations of some samples, made in January 
1865, did not enable me to concur in this view, and I pro- 
jected a visit to the locality, which I succeeded in carrying 
out in the ensuing summer. It was then accessible but by 
a very rough bridle path of fifteen miles, but now as I am told 
a branch railroad is completed from Cairo Station on the N. 
W. Virginia railroad. 

The enclosing rocks are the ordinary blue sandstones and 
shales of the carboniferous, dipping generally about 15° or IV 
N. W., in places nearly horizontal. The mineral occupies a 
vertical dike-Jiasure^ it may be a shrinkage fissure, whose course 
is N. 76° to 80° E. A deep and narrow ravine cuts down 
deep into it, in the bottom of which some openings had well 
exposed the structure of the dike, which is obviously one of 
injection. My notes taken on the spot say in substance : 

"The structure shows four distinct, though somewhat irreg- 
ular, divisional planes, having a general parallelism with the 
walls. Next to the walls the structure of the mineral is 
coarsely granular, with an irregularly cuboidal jointed cleav- 
age, very lustrous on the cleavage surfaces ; that in immediate 
contact with the walls usually adhering thereto very tena- 
ciously, as if fused fast to the granular sandstone. 

"Next these two outside layers, which are very irregular 
and from two to three inches or more in thickness, is found, 
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on each side of the vein, a layer averaging from fifteen to six- 
teen inches in thickness, which is composed of a variety highly 
colamnar in structure and very lustrous in fracture, the columns 
being long, and, at this place, at right angles to the walls. 
It is this variety that was given to Professor Lesley ; as would 
appear from his description. Finally, in the centre of the vein, 
varying in thickness, but averaging about eighteen inches, is 
a mass differing greatly in aspect from the rest, being more 
compact and massive, much less lustrous in fracture, and with 
the columnar structure much less developed, in places not at 
all. The fracture and lustre of this portion of the vein are 
clearly resinoid in character. 

^^ It is very remarkable that this curious dike-structure has 
heretofore escaped detection. Professor Lesley, whose inform- 
ation, however, was derived at second hand, says that the 
mineral has ' not the slightest appearance of layers, but the 
aspect of complete uniformity and homogeneity.' 

'^The general aspect of the mass, as well as all the results 
of a minute examination of the accompanying phenomena, 
lead irresistibly to the conclusion that we have here a fissure 
which has been filled by an exudation, in a pasty condition, 
of a resinoid substance derived from, or formed by some meta- 
morphosis of, unknown fossil matter contained in deep-seated 
strata intersected by the fissure or dike. It is not necessaiy 
to suppose a degree of fluidity greater than that of semi-Aised 
pitch, or inspissated tar. Such a soft doughy maps, though 
flowing but slowly, would in time be forced by a very moderate 
pressure into every portion and into every crevice of the fis- 
sure. The peculiar structure described is such as would result 
from the fissuring of a frised or semi-frised viscous mass by the 
refrigeration produced by contact with the cold, and it may be 
wet, walls of the fissure ; the outside granular layers being due 
to rapid cooling, and the columnar fracturing at right angles (or 
nearly so) to the* walls (as, for example, in the case of a dike 
of columnar basalt) to a more gradual reduction of tempera- 
ture, connected, without doubt, with the well known tendency 
of such materials as are susceptible of the vitreous or visoona 
ftision, to assume in time a concretionary or nodular structure. 
This tendency is strongly apparent in the brilliant variety, 
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having produced maltitudes of those curious markings on 
fissured surfaces which were mistaken in ^he case of the alber- 
tite for fossil impressions. The transverse columnar structure 
is called by Lesley ^ pencil cleavage.' 

^'Towards the extremities of the outcrop, where the sheet of 
mineral is thinner, this penicillate structure extends through- 
out the mass. 

^^ The idea that this material was ever in the condition of 
fluid petroleum, is visionary and groundless, there being the 
strongest reason why it could never have been more fluid than 
a very thick semi-fluid pitch ; of which reasons one of the most 
obvious is the entire absence of any penetration of the mate- 
rial into the surrounding porous sandstones. Also, no such 
substance as this, or an3rthing approximating to it chemically, 
was ever known to be formed, or to have been formed, by the 
oxidation and inspissation of petroleum; and the formation 
from liquid petroleum, in such a fissure, to the depth of hun- 
dreds of feet, by any process of oxidation from the surface, 
of a mass so uniform as this, is an idea which I believe will 
receive but meagre acceptation among those chemists whose 
minds are free from the trammels of pet hypotheses. 

^^ I will add, that I have yet to learn of the existence of any 
products (now forming) of oxidation or ^ inspissation ' (what- 
ever that may be) of West Virginia petroleum. 

'^ In sinking a small shaft here, twenty-eight feet deep, Mr. 
J. Carville Stovin, the engineer in charge at the time, found 
a detached fragment three and a half feet long of the north 
wall of the dike, imbedded in the mineral twenty-four inches 
distant from said wall, and twenty-nine inches vertically below 
the hioUus in the wall, marking its point of detachment ; while 
exact measurements, both of itself and of the cavity left (on 
removing the mineral which occupied its original space) showed 
that it had become entirely inverted in position during its 
descent. The pitch-like semi-fluidity, which I have contended 
for, is here strongly illustrated, by the small depth of descent 
of this mass of quartzose sandstone, through a material whose 
density could not have been half of its own ; while its distance 
from the wall and inverted position suggest that at the time of 
its detachment the dough-like mass was still rising, or in some 
sort of motion at least, in the dike-fissure. 
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^' I myself observed similar horses of the wall rock, of small 
size, similarly imbedded in the mineral, at several points." 

The density of a mass of the mineral was found to be 1.145. 
The horizontal extent of visible outcrop actually measured by 
me was five hundred and thirty fathoms, thinned out at east 
end to thirty inches, and at west end to eight inches ; but as 
these points were at least seventy to eighty fathoms vertically 
higher than the bottom of the ravine, the width (averaging 
about fifty inches) at the latter depth points to a rapid widen- 
ing of the fissure in descent. Allowing a uniform width of 
forty inches at the level of the bottom of the ravine, with the 
longitudinal extent measured, and with the above density; 
each fathom in depth at this level would contain two thousand 
tons. The depth to which it may extend is of course wholly 
unknown; but if the view I have provisionally adopted of 
the way in which this dike has originated be correct, it follows 
that it must widen in depth. This view I would present as 
follows : 

By the action, of heat upon strata of rock, containing fossil 
matter, and the pasty fusion of this fossil substance, and the 
partial gasefaction of itself and its contained water, with the 
uncontrollable expansion resulting therefrom, there has been 
opened a fissure through which the doughy mass, puffed up by 
bubbles of steam and other gases, escaped to the surface, or at 
least near enough to the surface to relieve the tension, and 
allow the steam and gases to escape gradually through the 
porous sandstone. 

This hypothesis *of mine seems the only one which recon- 
ciles an important difficulty besetting the other hypothesis 
(namely, that which creates a fissure originally filled with 
liquid petroleum, that has undergone '^inspissation" from sur- 
face agencies) ; that is, the interference of water, which must 
necessarily have filled a preexistent fissure, and opposed an 
obstacle to the subsequent infiltration of another fiuid, at least 
if the latter were impelled by gravity alone. The supposition 
that the fissure itself was formed simultaneously with, and by, 
a fluid mass, containing within itself its own elastic expansive 
force, escapes this difficulty. I may also point out that it is 
not necessary to suppose that the heat which produced this 
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expansive force was the central heat of the earth; for it is 
more probable that both the steam or gases, and the heat 
which expanded them, arose fh)m a spontaneous decomposition 
(of the nature of fermentation) in the bed of fossil matter 
from which the grahamite exuded. 

The view will occur that these original beds of fossil matter 
are beds of bituminous coal, as such coals without doubt 
underlie the locality. The only present support for such an 
idea, so far as I know, is the extraordinary statement of 
Lesiat, made on the oral authority of Professor Hall (see 
Lesley's Manual of Coal and its Topography, p. 165), of a 
*Meader of coal" proceeding from a coal bed downwards ipto 
a limestone quarry, and there spreading out into a layer. 

Chemical and Mirieralogical Gharacters, This mineral is, in 
its actual identity or individuality, not only new, but cannot 
even be cUxssed with certainty as yet, with any other mineral 
substance heretofore known and investigated by chemists. It 
is in its behavior with solvents especially, as well as with 
some other chemical agents, that those peculiarities are found, 
which establish it as a substance 8ui generis. 

To the action of acids, alkalies and oxidating agents gener- 
ally, it is quite indifferent. Concentrated boiling nitric and 
muriatic acids, and even aqua regia^ have no action whatever 
upon it ; nor has boiling sulphuric acid, if somewhat diluted. 
Oil of vitriol, however, even in the cold, forms a brown solu- 
tion. The most concentrated caustic alkaline solutions are 
totally without action upon it. 

Alcohol does not dissolve a trace of it. Naphtha, benzole and 
ether dissolve part of it roil of turpentine gradually swells it 
up into tar-Uke magma, and then dissolves most of it ; but its 
true solvents are Moroform and stUphuret of carbon, each of 
which apparently dissolves nearly the whole mass of the min- 
eral with great rapidity, leaving nothing except the mineral 
matter (ash, = by analysis, about two per cent.), and some 
small proportion of coaly matter. 

When heated in the open air it endures a temperature far 
above that of the fhsing point of asphalts (which is usually 
below, and never much above, the boiling point of water) 
without change ; but when heated above 400° F. it begins to 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVUI. 17 
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decrepitate, smoke and soften, behaving yery much like a 
highly caking coal. 

The vapor given off nnder these circomstances I have foand 
to be chiefly water. There is little or no smell, such as all 
asphalts give out when heated, and I may remark that no odor 
is given out when this mineral is broken, mbbed or scraped, or 
even from a mass of it lying in hot sunshine. The argument 
deducible herefrom, that it never could have been produced by 
the atmospheric oxidation of any other substance, and more 
particularly of petroleum, will be appreciated by chemists, at 
least. If the heat is now raised still higher, empyrenmatic 
vapors appear, and indications of pasty frision in the central 
and lower portions of the mass, though not upon the upper 
surface ; the fact being that under ordinary atmospheric pres- 
sure the material is incapable of ftision without decomposition ; 
but that under a very slightly increased pressure, even such as 
is developed by its own pasty cohesion at the caking temper- 
ature, a pitchy semi-fusion takes place. While in this condi- 
tion the resinoid (or viscous) character of the material may 
be made strongly apparent, for by a little dexterous manipa- 
lation these central semi-Aised portions of the mass may be 
drawn out into long, delicate threads, like semi-ftised glass, 
sugar, or sealing wax. To my surprise I have found that by 
exceedingly careful manipulation with albertite, I could thread 
it out in the same way, though with far greater difficulty than 
with grahamite. 

From the above it is clear that the West Virginia mineral 
can neither be identified, nor even classed, with coal, asphal- 
tum, or albertite ; and I have hence thought it both admissible 
and just to perpetuate in connection with it the name of the 
gentlemen who have been so energetic in promoting a public 
knowledge of this new material; by conferring upon it the 
new name grahamite. 

The above statements were in substance comprehended in a 
pamphlet printed and privately circulated in the fall of 1865.* 

• An unsatlsftMStoiy account (to me) of this pamphlet was given In the AmtricoMi 
Journal qf Science , xUi, p. ^W; and Dana, in the latest edition of his Mineralogy, 
has adopted my name grahamite, although he still appears to take the Tiew, which 
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It remains for me to present as concisely as possible, some 
of the results of my subsequent laboratory work upon gra- 
hamite, which, as before intimated, I am now preparing to ex- 
tend farther. 

The most important development made up to this time, has 
been the decomposition of grahamite (at least ninety-five per 
cent, of it) into two distinct resinoid substances, to which I 
have given, for reasons that will appear, the names Vtsoosine 
and Irisine. These are separated from each other by the 
action of solvents, viscosine being readily soluble in ether and 
petroleum-naphtha. The crude irisine remaining after the ac- 
tion of one of these solvents may then be extracted pure by 
one of its solvents, among which are cMoroform, bistdpkide of 
carboiiy oU of turpenHne and benzole. The dull compact core 
of the grahamite-dike contains a much smaller proportion of 
viscosine than the lustrous penicillate portions nearer the walls. 

Ultimate organic analyses of grahamite, afii a whole, have 
been made ; but for several reasons, especially because of my 
observations of its mixed nature, I attach no importance to 
them, and shall not quote them. Analyses of pure viscosine 
and pure irisine, however, would be of high interest, and will 
in due time be made. 

Ptoperties of VlscosiTie. The liquid solutions formed by the 
action of a solvent of viscosine on the crude mineral possess 
a powerful olive-green fluorescence, exactly like that of many 
crude petroleums. The most lustrous samples of grahamite 
yield as much as twenty per cent. Dense solutions are as 
viscous as a thick syrup of glucose or a strong liquid glue. 

Solid Viscosine. This is a substance of a very peculiar com- 
bination of physical and chemical characters. Though acquir- 
ing, by semi-fhsion, a ductility and viscosity comparable to that 
of shellac and some others of the true resins, it is wholly sep- 

I fenuted I bad oreithrown, regarding the nature of the material, that it ia 
" snppoeed to be like the albertite, an inspissated and oxygenated petroleum.'* 
Daha'B Mineralogy, p. 768). 

Since the date of the publication of the above pamphlet, a paper was presented 
to the American Philosophical Society (Me its Proceedings for July 1868, p. 457), 
by Prof. S. F. Pbgkham, in which, without knowledge of the above, views are 
tcJcen singularly approximate to those I have expressed regarding the mode of ori- 
gin of minerals of this class. From recent correspondence with Prof. Pxgsham, 
I leazn that he wiU soon publish a pH^er, in which he himself points out this ooin« 
cidence^— H .W. 
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arated from this class of substances by its chemical properties. 
Thus the most concentrated alkalies, even as fhsed hydrates, 
are wholly without action on it. Sodium remains indefinitely 
bright in a solution of viscosine in a liquid hydrocarbon, ben- 
zole for example ; whence it appears to be a hydrocarbon^ and, 
I believe, the first example of a hydrocarbon possessing a 
resinoid viscosity. Probably its most peculiar conjunction of 
properties is that of its passage, within very narrow limits of 
temperature or permeation by a solvent, to a solid form in 
which it is excessively brittle and fragile. On solidification 
from frision its surface is extremely brilliant. When heated, 
viscosine melts readily to a thin liquid and finally distils par- 
tially unchanged. In a current of superheated steam it may 
be distilled over without change, except a darkening in color. 
The crude oil obtained by distilling grahamite contains much 
of it, especially when superheated steam is used. Freshly 
obtained, by evaporation of its etherial solution, it has a dis^ 
tinct balsamic odor, which after some time departs. In the 
mass it is brown ; in powder buff-color ; in thin layers nearly 
colorless. 

I believe that this viscous hydrocarbon occurs in crude pe- 
troleums, and I have obtained a product from gas-tar approach- 
ing closely to it. 

Irisine is inodorous ; invisible without decomposition (except, 
probably, under heavy pressure) ; black in the mass, and pure 
dark brown in powder. When permeated with a small quan- 
tity of a solvent it has no viscosity, but is rather gelatinous 
and elastic, or slightly India-rubber-like in consistence, and 
shrinks enormously, and cracks accordingly, in drying. 

It forms in solution in turpentine, chloroform, benzole, etc., 
very fine lustrous varnishes, which have the extraordinary 
property, when somewhat thinned, of always diying on pol- 
ished surfaces to a briUiarU iridescence, the colors having a 
sort of metallic depth and body only to be compared with 
those produced by heat on polished steel, while much brighter 
than the latter. This property has led me to confer upon this 
characteristic, and main constituent of grahamite, the special 
name irisine. There is much more in it than the mere phe- 
nomenon of thin films. I should suggest an extraordinary 
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U>w refiractive index for irisine, were this not difficult to rec- 
oncile with the fact I have observed that the presence of the 
minutest quantity of most other substances (viscosine ex- 
cepted) in the solution impairs or wholly destroys the colors. 
It seems to me rather to be intimately connected with the 
peculiar pure deep broum color of irisine (combined, it may be, 
with a low index of refraction), and I am strongly desirous of 
assistance in the matter from some gentleman experienced in 
optical researches.* Of such I should first of all ask whether 
the formation, in such a thin brown transparent film, of innu- 
merable excessively minute fissures^ seen against a specular 
background, could lead to the phenomena described ? I refer of 
course to the propert}^ of irisine, above pointed out, of shrink- 
age, in desiccation from the colloid condition. This hypothesis 
would accord with the observation of the destruction of the 
color by small quantities of fatty and other substances, acting 
by alteration of the peculiar condition of oormstence of irisine. 
Experiments to test this could doubtless be devised. 

Another characteristic of irisine is that it is instantaneously 
altered and precipitated (from its solution, as an insoliUde modi- 
Jicaiion^ by mere contact with a drop of sulphuric acid, and 
some other agents ; becoming thereby insoluble in dU menstrua 
yet tried. It may thus be prepared in a state of purity for 
analysis; and, moreover, as anvmal charcoal is one of the 
agents which have this power of modifying and precipitating 
irisine, while it has no action (except a decolorizing one) upon 
solutions of viscosine, we have also here a means of obtaining 
the latter perfectly free from irisine for the same purpose. 

To the above strongly marked peculiarities of irisine, may 
be added its 2£ yet almost unique conjunction of the proper- 
ties of high solubility (when in the soluble modification) in 
so many solvents, with high infusibility. The conjecture is 
offered that bituminous coals contain the insoluble modifica- 
tion of irisine, or of substances of its class as yet unknown. 
In this connection I would recall that petroleums, and even 
distilled coal-oils contain substances precipitated by acids, but 
not yet investigated. 

As to the composition of irisine, we have as yet no analysis. 
Experiments with sodium, which in time precipitates it com- 
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pletely from its solutions, would seem to indicate an oxygen- 
ated body ; but as minute quantities of alkalies, as well as 
acids, convert it into its insoluble fonn, this is inconclusive. 
In organic combustions, great difficulty will be found, as its 
coke swells up and is excessively hard of combustion. I pro- 
pose introducing it, however, into the combustion tube as a 
chloroform solution, in a sealed bulb, which may then be broken 
and the solution absorbed by the oxide of copper, the chlo- 
roform being of course removed before the combustion as 
vapor. 

The Insoluble Beaidue of OrahjomUe, This, which is veiy 
small in Quantity, as left by exhaustion with chloroform, was 
kindly examined for me with the microscope by Dr. Jomr 
ToBBET. He reported that there was no trace of organic 
structure and it appeared to be mainly quartz sand. 

Comparisons toith other Substances. From all such, graham- 
ite readily separates itself. Most so-called asphalts (a term I 
should wish to confine to products of subserial alteration of 
petroleums) differ from it greatiy in their relations to solvents. 
Ether, for example, as stated by Boussinoault, Dumas, and 
others, usually dissolves &iost of these. Still I believe that 
I have detected both of my new substances, viscosine and iri- 
sine, in some asphalts that I have examined. 

Also, the benzole solution of albertite, comprising usually 
about twenty per cent, of the mineral, I find to contain visco- 
sine, irisine, and another substance unknown as yet ; eighty 
per cent., however, of the albertite is insoluble under ordi- 
nary circumstances, and may, possibly, though not probably, 
be insoluble irisine, or a homologue thereof. I propose fkrther 
investigation into this matter, and especially Itnalyses of the 
proximate constituents of the albertite as obtained by tiie 
agencies of solvents, the only analyses, it seems to me, likely 
to be of much value. 

Boussioault's CaxUambite comes no nearer; nor Stebbt 
Huirr's bituminous veins ; nor '' Zopissa" (which latter I found 
to be a greasy variety of asphalt). 

The Colorado Dike. Four or five years since we began to 
hear of a curious formation in Colorado, believed to be alber- 
tite, which it very remarkably resembles in aspect. I was for- 
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tnnate enoagh to obtain through the kindness of Dr. Newberry, 
from the collection of the Columbia College School of Mines, 
a sufficient sample of an authentic specimen of the Colorado 
mineral to enable me to determine the surprising fact, now 
announced by me for the first time, that this is also grdkamite^ 
chemically almost identical with that of the West Virginia 
dike. 

Its fracture is brilliant, but not so much so as albertite, 
and it is not penicillate like the glossy variety of grahamite. 
It contains scarcely any mineral impurity, dissolving wholly, 
without appreciable sediment, in chloroform, benzole, and oil 
of turpentine. Ether extracts about the same proportion as 
from glossy grahamite, with the same green fluorescence, and 
leaves, on evaporation, viscosine, identical in every way with 
that of grahamite. The residue from ether dissolves wholly 
in benzole, and gives all the reactions of irisine but is lighter 
in color, and the iridescences obtained are not so strong. Sul- 
phuric acid wholly precipitates this Colorado irisine. 

It may of course be anticipated that this highly character- 
istic species grahamite will be discovered elsewhere, two local- 
ities being already known, separated by the width of half the 
continent. 



4. Investigations of Flame Temperatures ; in their re- 
lations TO Composition and Luminosity. By Ben- 
jamin SiLLiMAN and Henry Wurtz. 

FIBBT MSMOIB. — CALOBIFIO POWERS OB EFFECTS OF OA8B8. 

These subjects lie, in our belief, at the very basis of the true 
theory of the phenomena of luminiferous gases, and have 
practical bearings that can scarcely be overrated. 

In fact, our studies of the subject have led us in the direc- 
tion of the general conclusion that, all other conditions being 
equal, the temperature^ in a given flame, is the main factor of 
luminosity. This, however, may as yet be regarded merely as 
a hypothesis ; in consequence of the imperfection of our present 
means of actual experimental demonstration of the tempera- 
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tures of flames. It is a hypothesis, nevertheless, which is in 
general accordance with known facts. By the spectroscope, 
for example, which can recognize only luminoud rays, we find 
that the higher the temperature the greater the number of these 
luminous rays. The recent results of Fbankland upon the 
development of luminosity by increased pressure, in flames 
which are non-luminous under atmospheric pressure, are in ac- . 
cordance with this view ; increase of temperature necessarily 
following increase of pressure. 

Very vague views have been rife, even among chemists, with 
regard to the temperatures of luminiferous flames. Some have 
been satisfied with believing crude hypotheses ; such as that 
the heat-power of a flame is always proportional to the density 
of the gas or vapor undergoing combustion ; or that it is pro- 
portional to the amount of oxygen consumed by a given volume 
of the gas ; and so on. This latter hypothesis has been one 
of very common acceptation. A view which is even now en- 
tertained by some skilful chemists (than which, however, noth- 
ing, as will be shown below, could be more fallacious) is, that 
those individual gaseous compounds which impart the highest 
luminosity under ordinary conditions, are also the most pro- 
ductive of heat. 

The admirable researches of the great gas-chemist, Bukssm, 
of Heidelberg, placed in our possession some years ago the 
means of computing, at least with approximate accuracy, the 
heat of flames of gases of known compositions. Few, how- 
ever, have properly and successfully applied Buksen's methods 
in practice. We consider it quite time that these methods 
should be introduced to the knowledge of Gas-Engineers, in 
forms available to them. 

Bunsen's formulae for these computations are based upon 
the actual experimental determinations of the total amounts of 
heat developed by the combustion of different pure combusti- 
ble gases with pure oxygen, made by Favrb and Silberxaiw ; 
and upon Regkault's deterfninations of the specific heats of 
gaseous products of combustion. 

It is not to be maintained that Favbe and Silbermann's 
numbers are strictly correct, but they are doubtless approxi- 
mate, and at least proportionally correct among themselves. 
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At any rate, they are the best data we have. Those employed 
here are included in the following table. They are usaally 
given in the text-books for equal toeighta of the gases, but we 
have reduced them to the standard of equal volumes also, as 
more suitable to our present purpose. This reduction is made 
simply by multiplying the equivalents for weights, by the den- 
sities as given in the third column. 



TJLBIj'EI I. 



Hydrogen, . . 
Carbonic Oxide, 
Marsh Gas, . . 
Oleflant Gas, . 



Total Calosifio Equiya- 

LBMTB. 



Of Equal 
Weights. 



84,462* C. 

2,40r " 

18.068* " 

11,868* " 



Of Eqnal 
Volomea. 



84,462*0. 

88,642* " 
104,504* " 
166,013* " 



DXN8ITIX8 

ON Scaur of 

Htdboobm 

= 1. 



1. 
14. 

8. 
14. 



The meaning of this table is simply that equal weights of 
water would be heated by the several gases to temperatures 
proportional to the numbers in the first column, when equal 
weights of the gases are burned ; and proportional to those in 
the second column, when equal volumes are burned. 

A cursory glance at the figures in the second column of this 
table might seem to justify the notion hitherto entertained by 
many, of the comparatively low calorific powers of hydrogen 
and carbonic oxide, and it was doubtless as a consequence of 
such a comparison as this that statements have been put forth, 
and widely accepted among American Gas^ngine^rs, to the 
eSect that the weights of water heated from the freezing to the 
boiling point by one cubic foot of the four main components of 
illuminating gas, respectively, are as follows : 

Hydrogen, 2.22 lbs, water 

Carbonic Oxide, 2.16 *' ^^ 

Marsh Gas, 6.17 " ^^ 

OlefiantGas, 10.74 " «^ 

The figures here being obviously about in the same ratio as 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVni. 18 
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those in the second column of Table I. Several most grave 
errors, however, are here involved. To get at the true relative 
calorific effects of the above gases, when burned in the open 
air, in heating water below its boiling point, deductions must 
be made, not only for the specifio heats of the products of com- 
bustion of the gas, but also, more important still, for the spe- 
cific heat of the nitrogen of the air required to bum the gas. 
In fact, when we consider that for each volume of oxygen re- 
quired to burn a given volume of gas, about four volumes of 
nitrogen must be heated up to the temperature of the flame, it 
becomes easy to conceive, what is actually the fact, that within 
certain limits the waste of heat due to this cause alone counter- 
balances altogether the advantage that would be supposed to 
result from the crowding of combustible matter into so con- 
densed a form as in the illuminating hydrocarbons. An inev- 
itable result of our investigations of this matter, is that the 
heating powers of the flames of pure hydrogen and pure defi- 
ant gas, even when used to the greatest advantage, to heat 
water below its boiling point, are almost or quite identical. 

In this discussion we have occasion to use the numbers 
representing the specific heats of but three gases, the three, 
namely, which remain after complete combustion, steam^ car- 
bonic acid and nitrogen; as we must assume that in the hottest 
and most luminous zone or shell of the flame, there is no oxy- 
gen in excess to be heated. These three numbers are, accord- 
ing to Reonault's latest determinations, for equal weights of 

Steam 0.4805 

Carbonic acid 0.2168 

Nitrogen 0.2438 

(lAquid water being 1.0000) 

That is, the amount of heat which would raise one pound of 
water and steam to the same degree are in the ratio of 0.4805 
for the pound of steam and 1. for the pound of water. 

Caloulatioi^ of thb Calorific Effeot of Htbbooen BxmtnsQ in Am. 

Let us take, first, the simplest case possible, that of hydro- 
gen with exactly the right admixture of pure oxygen to bum 
it, which, by Table I, develops a total heat of 84462** C; that 
is, would heat a certain weight of liquid water to this tempera- 
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tore. In order to find the actual amount of heat contained in 
the products of combustion, we must first take into account 
the fact that one pound of hydrogen bums to nine pounds of 
steam, and then obtain the ratio between the above number, 
34,462, and the amount of heat necessary!' to heat nine times 
the weight of steam, that is nine times the specific heat of 
steam. Calling the total residual heat in the produced steam 
Xj we have the simple proportion : 

9X(Sp. heat of steam =0.4806): 84403:: (8p. heat of Waters 1):«; 

or, a; = ?*^ = 7969** C* = 14376** F.; 

4.8246 

a number which, we may add, represents the ma/ximum of heat 
capable of being imparted to liquid water by the flame of 
Hare's oxyhydrogen blow-pipe. 

Still, we have by no means here the actual temperature of 
the free or open flame of Habe's blow-pipe ; which is greatly 
lower than this figure ; as we have not yet taken into account 
the " latent heat," or heat of vaporization, of the nine pounds 
of steam formed; The Centigrade temperature necessary to 
convert one pound of water into steam being 537^; to get 
the actual temperature of the oxyhydrogen fiame, we must 
modify the above equation, so that 

^ _ 844fla--(9X5y7o) _ gQ5io (i _ 1235^0 p 
4.3245 

which is the temperature actually possible in the flame of the 
compound blow-pipe, were the combustion instantaneous and 
complete. 

When hydrogen gas bums in air^ however, as has been be- 
fore stated, another deduction of enormous amount must be 
made from the above figures, due to the heat required to ex- 
pand the nitrogen. This is obtained simply by adding to the 
divisor, as above, the weight of the nitrogen of the air em- 
ployed, multiplied by its specific heat. The weight of the 

*Bdnbbn, in Mb Gasometry (Bnglish edition of 1857, p. 243), gives this nnmber , 
as 8001* C, the difference being dne to the use by him of a di^l^rent number fbr the 
specUlo heat of steam, namely, 0.475, apparently an earlier determination of Beo- 
VJLXTLT. BmrsBir makes here the sini^nlar oyersight of regarding this figure as the 
temperature, when ** the gases can ftec^ expand, as is the case in an open flame," 
overiobkingtt&correctlonr.n eoesaib r y in thti case fixr the bOmU keat tffMttam of 
oonftusMofi, as is explained in the text aboTO. 
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nitrogen in air = 3.318 times the oxygen ; so that the latter of 
the above equations becomes 

^ _ 544ffl^-(9xwn _ 2744.6* a = 4972** F. 

4.3240+ (8X8.818X0.2488) 

[We wish to point out that we have here a Ml explanation 
of the extraordinary rate of degradation of illuminating gas 
by admixture of air, 'which we have discussed elsewhere. The 
nitrogen of such air is not merely a diluent, or even a mere 
deductive quantity ; its specific heat is an actual divisory func- 
tion in diminishing the flame temperature.] 

This, then, is the actual teHiperature which the flame of hy- 
drogen gas burning in the atmosphere might attain to, suppos- 
ing complete and instantaneous combustion. K it is desired 
to obtain instead, the total calorific effectiveness, as in heating 
water below its boiling point — in which case the latent heat of 
the steam of combustion becomes also available — the above 
expression is changed by simply omitting the subtrahend in 
the numerator : 

X = _?i^: — = 8192* C. = 6778* F. 

4.8246 + 6.4714 

Galcujultion of thb Calobihc Effbot of CABBoiaG OxiDB BuBHXKO nr AlB. 

As the product of combustion is here solely carbonic acid, no 
latent heat of steam enters, and the calorific effectiveness is 
the same, under all circumstances, in air. In the numerator 
we substitute of course the calorific equivalent of one volume 
of carbonic oxide from Table I ; and in the denominator, for 
the specific heat of nine pounds of water, that of twenty-two 
pounds of carbonic acid, being the weight of the latter formed 
by the combustion and combination of fourteen pounds (weight 
of a volume of carbonic oxide on the hydrogen scale by third 
column of Table I.) of carbonic oxide, with eight pounds of 
oxygen. The number for the specific heat of nitrogen is the 
same as before, and the equation is now 

^ _ m^ _ 2996* a = 6426* F. 

(22X02168)+6.47=U.28 

MAB8H Gab AMD OUBFIANT GA8. 

In these two cases, we have as products of combustion both 

m 

carbonic acid and water; and, therefore, when the calorific 



GHBMISTBT. 



141 



effects are sought for, we have not only the latent heat of steam 
entering as a subtrahend into the numerator; but also into 
the denominator, as divisors, all three of the specific heats of 
steam, carbonic acid and nitrogen. 

Then, as eight pounds of. marsh gas consume thirty-two 
pounds of oxygen, and produce twenty-two pounds of carbonic 
acid, and eighteen pounds of steam ; and as fourteen pounds of 
defiant gas consume forty-eight pounds of oxygen, producing 
forty-four pounds of carbonic acid, and eighteen pounds of 
steam, the equations for the calorific powers of their fiames in 
air become — 

For marsh gas : 

104004*— (18.X63r) 



X=z 



(18.X480fi)+(»*X-S168)+(8S.X8^8X-M38) 

And for defiant gas : 



= 24U^ C = 4886** F. 



05 = 



leeow— (18.XW7*) 



(18. X -4006) + (44. X 2168) + (48. XS^lSX -^38) 



= 2748 C.= 4970*' F. 



The following Table gives all the results of our calcdations 
by the above methods. 



TJLSXjSS II. 



Fob Equal Voluxxs of tbx 
Qabkb Bubhdi o nr Aib. 



Hydrogon < 



(Sp. Heat HO =s .4806) 
(Sp.HeatHOsJrS0) 

,(Mean, 

Carbonio Oxide, 

HuahOas, (Sp. Heat HO = .4805) 
OleflantOaa, ** '< .4806) 



CALOBinO EFFKCT8 

nr HsATnro Liquid 
Watkx. 



Centlgmde 




Fahrenheit 




Oaloiufic SFFXcn 

ABOVX 100" C. 



Centigrade 



3744* '^ 

27l»* 

3748* 

2898* 

S414* 

8748* 



Fahrenheit 




COMFDTATIONS OF CALORIFIO EFFBCTB OF MIXED GA8B8. 

The above Table renders the calcdation of the calorific 
effects of any given gaseous mixture, whose centesimal compo- 
sition is known, a matter of ea:treme simplicity. It is only 
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necessary to obtain the sum of the multiples of the percentage 
of each domponent gas into its calorific capacity, as given in 
this Table, and divide by 100. 

To serve as examples of these modes of computation, we here 
cite, in tabular forms, the results of some analyses of a num- 
ber of gaseous mixtures made by us during the past winter 
(1868-69). [These analytical results, it may be remarked, 
possess points of novelty and importance, both scientific and 
practical, which will biing them up again hereafter, in other 
connections. They are here placed on record.] 

Table III, gives the results of two analyses of gaseous mix- 
tures obtained by passing steam auperJieated to incandescence 
upwards through a mass of anthracite coal heated to a high de- 
gree in a clay retort of a novel construction, according to what 
is now known as the Owynne-Harris^ or American Sydrocar- 
bon-Gas System. In this table the results are calculated with- 
out carbonic acid and sulphuretted hydrogen, which, with 
traces of nitrogen, and sometimes of oxygen, are found in the 
unpurified anthracite gas. 

T^sXiS: III. 

AKALT8BS OF ANTHBACITB HTDBOCABBON QABl 
Bt SILUMAN and WUBTZ. 



Hydrogen, . . 
Garbonio Oxide, 
Marsh Gas, . . 



1. 



60.43 

85.44 

4.18 



100.00 



2. 



00.32 
87.14 



100.00 



Mean. 



69.87 

86.20 

8.84 



100.00 



In Table IV, column (1) gives the results of an analysis of 
the street gas served out at this period by the Ifew Haven Oa^ 
Light Co., made from Westmoreland coal enriched with about 
Bit piear c&at. of albertite. Ck>lumn (2) exhibits the' AeUtt of 
four analyses of the completed Hydrocarbon Gas, made by ns 
at Fair Haven duing'^e saime time-by ooxflibiiiiiig gao-from-fbe- 
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same Westmoreland coal (with ten per cent, of albertite) with 
half its volume of the anthracite gas. 

Columns (3) and (4) are obtained from (1) and (2), by cen- 
tesimal reduction, after deduction of the illuminant ingredients, 
being what we propose to designate as the non-illuminating 
substrata of illuminating gases. 

TJLBIL.B3 IV. 

▲nalt8bs of illumin atinq gases: 
Bt SILLIMAN and wubtz. 





(1.) 


(2.) 


(8.) 


(4.) 




New Haren 
City Gas. 


Fair Haven 

Hydrocarbon 

Gaa. 


Subrtratum 

of New Haven 

Gas. 


Subttraium 

of Fair Haven 

Gas. 


Hydrogon. . . 


43i» 


46.77 


46.79 


90^ 


Carbonic Oxide, 


2.U 


9.56 


2.81 


10.27 


Harsh Gas, . . 


47.42 


86.71 


60.90 


89.46 


mmninantB, . . 


6.86 


6.06 








100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 



Table Y. gives the results of the computations, from our 
/ormiiZce, of the calorific powers of these five gaseous mixtures, 
for communicating temperatures both above and below that of 
aqueous ebullition. We should remark that we have here been 
obliged to regard the volumes of illuminant hydrocarbons as 
representing defiant gas solely ; both because we have no cer- 
tain data as to their real nature, and particularly because, if 
we actually knew, or should assume, the nature of the hydro- 
carbon vapors present, still we have no experimental calorific 
equivalents, as we have for defiant gas, from which to start, in 
such a computation. We have reason to believe that the errors 
thus introduced are not important in amount. 

The last two columns of Table V. have been calculated to 
furnish a direct comparison, for each of these gases, of its 
calorific power compared with that of the New Haven street 
gas, the latter taken as = 100. 
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OALOBXnO SFFBOTIYBNEflS OF GASEOUS mXTUBBS; OOMFDTBD FROM 

FORMUUE AS1> JLNALTSBS OF 

SILLIMAN AND WURTZ. 



Anthracite Gas, . . 

New Haven Gas ; 
S%ibtiratumy 

Fair Haren Gas ; 
Subitrahtm, 

New Haren Gas; 

with niaminanta 

aaanmed s Oleflant, 



Fair Haren Gas; 

with Dlnminants 

asBuned =? Oleflant 



.! 



Wel«:)iti of 

Water EquBlIy 

Heated JMov 

100*C.b7Eqaai 

Volomes. 



3100 
2817 



2974 



Weii^ts of 

Water Equally 

Heated Above 

100«C. by Equal 

Volumes. 



2061 
2640 



2647 



First Column 
rednoedto 

New Haren 
Gas -100. 



1042 
96.1 

99.S 
100.0 

99i^ 



SeeoBd Column 

reduced to 

New Haren 

Gas -100. 



109S 
99JB 

102.0 
100.0 

102.1 



Conclusions, — Some of the practical conclusions to which 
we are of necessity compelled, by the results of the above in- 
vestigations, are so novel and remarkable, that we feel diffident 
regarding them. It is, however, always safe to follow the lead- 
ing of Truth, however astray she may lead us fix>m our precon- 
ceived notions. 

It is apparent from Table 11 : 

1. That of all known gases, the highest calorific effects, 
under ordinary atmospheric conditions, are obtainable from 
carbonic oxide; whose calorific value, above 100^ C, is about 
8000** a 

2. That in absolute calorific value, below 100^ C, in the at- 
mospheric medium, hydrogen surpasses its volume of any other 
gas ; giving a temperature of about 3,200° C, 

3. That for all modes of application^- that is, for producing 
both high and low temperatures — the total maximum calorific 
effectiveness of carbonic oxide is a constant qtuiniity,* 

^Metallorgists, especially, will appreciate the snggestire import of the troths 
presented under the first and third heads; here enunciated, as we think, for the 
first time. It is to be noted tliat all the above effects belong to the maximum kind, 
and, of course, reach their development only under the moat fitvorable oondttions 
in each case respectively. 
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4. Compoond condensed sabmultiple volumes of hydrogen, 
like that in marsh gas, have much less total calorific yalae in 
air than their volame of free hydrogen. 

5. Condensed compound submultiple volumes of gaseous 
carbon, like that in olefiant gas, have no greater total calorific 
value, in air, below 100^ C, than their own volume of carbon 
gas in the form of carbonic oxide ; while above 100** C, their 
value is even considerably less. 

The above investigations of calorific powers has been found 
by us a necessary preliminary to a more important and far 
more diflScult experimental investigation of the subject of 
Flame Temperatures^ which we have in progress, and upon the 
condition of which we hope to report at an early day. As it is 
(hlly recognized now (from the results of Bunsen, Bebthblot, 
Devxli«e and Debbat, and others) that in no body of burning 
gases, at any one time or place, does the entirety of the com- 
bustible constituents enter at once into the combustion ; it is 
dear that the actual maximum temperatures, or calorific irUm^ 
sities of the flames of the above gases can in no case be so 
high as the figures established as above, by us, for their total 
calorific powers. Conditions enter here which render this 
problem one of the most complex and difficult that has yet 
been attacked by chemists. 



5. On Some New Pbopebties of Phobphoiuc Aced. By E. 
N. HoBSFOBD of Cambridge, Mass. 

It has Ippg been known that phosphoric acid exists in three 
well marked modifications, distinguished as 

Ordinary Phosphoric Acid, 
Fyrophosphoric Acid, and 
Metaphosphoric Acid. 

The first combines with three atoms of base, the second with 
two atoms, and the third with but one. To Dr. Clarke of 
Aberdeen we owe the discovery of p3rrophosphoric acid, and to 
Prof. Graham, of the Boyal Mint, the discovery of metaphos- 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVm. 19 
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phoric acid and the clearer defiiiition of the characteristics by 

which the three acids are distinguished fh)m each other. To 

Fleitmann, Henneberg and Maddrel are we indebted for a large 

addition to our knowledge of phosphoric add, and especially 

of metaphosphoric acid. These chemists have presented ns a 

series of metaphosphoric acids, which ih their salts may be 

represented 

MeO. Pos 

2 MeO. 2 J°b« 

8 MeO. 3 POi 

4: MeO. 4P05 

6 MeO. 6 Po^ 

and an add of the constitution 6 MeO. 5 POi» 

Dr. Clark long 1^0 pointed out that ordinary phosphoric add 
in solution concentrated till its temperature rose to 215® C 
was converted for the most part into pyrophosphoric add. 
The same acid may be produced by ignition of tribasic phos- 
phate of soda, and the metaphosphate by ignition of nucrocos- 
mic salt — tribasic phosphate of soda, ammonia and water. 

In these latter cases of conyersion by heat, the characteristic 
acid was determined by the measure of fixed base present. 

To these laws I have to add two more : 

First, That whatever the relation of fixed base to acid is be- 
tween one and three of base to one of acid, on ignition the 
acid potentiality subsides precisely to the horizon of the fixed 
base present. ^ 

Second, That within certain limits, greater, however, than 
these, that is, containing less than one of base to one of acid, 
this metamorphosis may take place when the base is lime by 
simple drying at ordinary temperatures; thus, for example, 
one of base to one of tribasic phosphoric acid, allowed spon- 
taneously to dry by evaporation, will become the uniting equiv- 
alent of the base present — that is, the salt will become inert. 

These two laws I discovered several years since, and desire 
to place them on record, as a duty to myself, although I am 
not prepared to present the ftdl evidence which justifies the 
announcement. I may state, however, as a general illustra- 
tion, that I have prepared an acid phosphate in crystalline form, 
in which the add exceeded the TatiO of m^ of tribasic acid to 
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one of base, and have obserred that whereas it had at the time 
of its preparation an acid strength which I will indicate by 
100. A few days later its acid strength has fallen to 90 ; later 
still to 80 ; later still to 70 ; later still to 50 ; a year later to 0. 
This acid, however, in contact with water, after a long time 
resumed its fhU energy, and in contact with a solution of soda 
resumed it with much greater rapidity. 



6. Fhosfhobic Acid, Ibon akd Potassium, CoNSTirnENTS of 
Chlosophtx.. By E. N. Hobsfobd of Cambridge, Mass. 

At the meeting of the Association at Chicago, I announced 
the discovery of phosphoric acid as a constituent of the ethe* 
rial solution of butter. 

As the butter is derived from the food which the cows re- 
ceive, the suggestion that it might be found in the ethereal 
solution of grasses and clover was natural. These were 
treated with ether, the solution, after two or three days, poured 
off and spontaneously evaporated to dryness. The residue was 
ground intimately with several times its volume of magnesia, 
previously demonstrated to be free from phosphoric add ; the 
mixture burned to whiteness and tested with nitric add and 
molybdate of ammonia. This gave at once the characteristic 
yeUow precipitate of phospho-molybdate of anmionia, thus 
proving the presence of phosphoric acid in the chlorophyl. 
The phosphoric acid was also determined as phosphate of 
ammonia and magnesia. 

The chlorophyl was also treated directly with nitric add, 
and where the ether had evaporated, and the wax-like body 
separated, to float on the surface of the liquid. Molybdate of 
ammonia gave from the solution the yellow predpitate, indi- 
cating the presence of phosphoric add. 

The readiest method for recognizing the phosphoric add is 
to agitate the ethereal solution of chlorophyl with one-fourth 
its volume of concentrated muriatic acid, which resolves the 
green into two layers, one the blue below, the other the yellow 
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above, as observed by Fayen ; and then separate the blue by 
dialysis into water containing a trace of ammonia. This 
liqoid on the addition of nitric acid and boiling for a moment, 
gives, with molybdate of ammonia, the characteristic reaction 
for phosphoric acid. With salphate of magnesia and ammo- 
nia, it gives the characteristic precipitate of ammonia-phos- 
phate of magnesia. 

From the same solution sulpho-cyanide of potassium gave 
the characteristic reaction for iron ; and fero-cyanide of potas- 
sium gave with proper dilution at first only a green shade, 
becoming after exposure to the air for some time, Prussian 
blue, thus confirming the discovery of Yerdeil of the presence 
of iron in chlorophyl. The flame of the chlorophyl residue 
gave with the spectroscope the red and blue lines of potas- 
sium. This observation, conducted with great care with the 
aid of Prof. Winlock and Prof. Watson, was so many times 
repeated as to leave no room for doubt on the point. 

The examination for phosphoric acid was continued in the 
chlorophyl of the leaves of Indian com, of the potato, of 
melons, squashes, sunflowers, the pear, cherry, apple, the Vir- 
ginia creeper, the westeria and bignonia, the ash, elm, maple, 
oak, sumach, many varieties of shrubbery and flowering plants, 
the arbor vitse, numerous fresh and salt water plants and 
indeed of most of the varieties of green vegetation that were 
accessible. Phosphoric acid was found in all. The ethereal ex- 
tract of the larvae feeding on the elm, which was for the most 
part chlorophyl, contained phosphoric acid. 

It was noticed that the chlorophyl extract, when spontane- 
ously dried down gave in each case some shade distinguished 
on account of its brightness, or dullness, or perishability, 
when kept for a short time. 

In the ethereal extract of the colored petals of several culti- 
tivated flowers, I found no phosphoric acid* It was wanting in 
the blue blossom of cichory. In the red flower of the big- 
nonia it was found, but there seeined to be a certain quan- 
tity, small, but actual, of chlorophyl present. It was found 
only in traces in the extract of the purely red portion of the 
leaves of the coleus and zinnse. In the extract of the red 
leaves of ripening Indian com it was less and less, or wholly 
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wanting, and the same was true of the yellow aatumn leaves 
of the oak, maple, sumach and numerous other colored leaves 
which were examined. 

While the green potato leaves yielded phosphoric acid in 
the ethereal extract, the white sprouts of potatoes grown in 
the dark did not contain it. 

A great variety of fhngi (mushrooms, edible or otherwise), 
of white, red and yellow coloration beneath, for the most part 
yielded to ether an extract containing waxy or fatty bodies, in 
which phosphoric acid was found. 

The ethereal extract of English breakfast tea gave phos- 
phoric acid, as did that of the wax of the bayberry, while that 
of bees' wax did not. It was not found in the ethereal extracts 
of white or brown muscovado or cane sugar, or cod liver oil. 
It cannot be doubted that phosphoric acid, iron and potassium 
are constituents of chlorophyl. 



7. On the Relation Between the Intensttt of Light Pro- 
duced FEOM THE Combustion of Illuminatino Gas and 
THE Volume of Gas Consumed. By Benjamin Silli- 
MAN of New Haven, Conn. 

In photometric observations made to determine the illumin- 
ating power or intensity of street gas, it is the practice of 
observers to compute their observations upon the assumed 
standard of five cubic feet of gas consumed for one hour, and 
in the constantly occurring case, of a variation from this 
standard, whether in the volume of the gas consumed or in the 
weight of spermaceti burned, the observed data are computed 
by the '* rule of three," up or down, to the stated terms. The 
standard spermaceti candle is assumed to consume 120 grains 
of sperm in one hour, a rate which is rarely found exactly in 
actual experience. 

For example, a given gas, too rich to bum in a standard 
Argand burner at the rate of five cubic feet per hour without 
smoking, is consumed at the rate of 3^ cubic feet to the hour, 
with an observed effect of 20 candles power. This result, pre- 
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Tiously corrected by the same rule for the Bpemi consumed, is 
then brought to the standard of five cubic feet by the ratio 
3.5: 20=5: 28.57. 

The candle power of the gas is therefore stated as 28.57 
candles, and this result has been universally accepted as a 
true expression of the intensity of the gas in question, or the 
relative value of the two consumptions. 

In common with other observers I have long suspected that 
this mode of computation was seriously in error, as an expres- 
sion of the true intensity of illuminating flames, and that there 
were other conditions besides the volume of gas or weight of 
sperm consumed which must influence, and greatly modify the 
results. As most of these conditions are considered somewhat 
at length in a paper on Flame Temperatures^ prepared chiefly 
firom researches conducted by Prof. Wurtz and myself, and 
presented at the Salem Meeting of the Association, they need 
not be discussed in this connection. 

The results of many trials, made with the purpose of deter- 
mining the value of these photometric ratios, indicate clearly, 
that the true ratio of increase in intensity in illuminating 
flames is, within certain limits, expressed by the following 
theorem, viz. : 

The intensity of gusflames^ i. e. ittuminating power, increases 
(within the ordinary limits of consumption) as tke square oj 
the volume of the gas consumed. 

As the flrst experimental demonstration of this theorem was 
made by Mr. William Farmer, the photometric observer at the 
Manhattan Gas Co.'s works in New York, I propose to speak 
of it as ^^ Farmer's theorem." I am also indebted to Mr. 
Farmer and to Mr. Sabbaton, the weU known and courteous En- 
gineer of the Manhattan Gas Light Company, for the free use 
of their experimental data, and the permission to employ them 
in illustration ci Farmer's theorem. 

The fundamental importance of this new mode of computa- 
tion will at once appear, if assuming it, for the sake of illus- 
tration to be true, we apply it to the case akeady given above 
which then becomes : 

8.5, : 20 = 5t : 40. 

Showing an increase of about forty per cent, over the old rule 
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of correction. Let me see how far this theorem is sastained 
by the test of experiment. 

Experiment Ist. Two similar gas flames, one at each end of 
the photometer bar, were made to give exactly the same inten- 
sity of illumination. This was accomplished of course by 
placing the Bunsen disc midway between the two burners, 
and regulating the combustion until the disc was perfectly 
neutral ; the consumption being noted *equal by two wet gas 
meters under the same pressure. The screen was then moved 
upon the bar to a point just four times as far from one flame 
as it was from the other, t. «., the bar being 100 inches the 
screen stood at 80, i. e., as 1 : 4. The light from the distant 
burner was then increased until the disc again showed an 
equality of illumination. On reading the rate of gas con- 
sumed by the two burners respectively, one gave 3.66 cubic 
feet and the other 7.32 cubic feet, or exactly double, or in 
other words the lights were as the square of the volumes of 
gas consumed, thus : 3.66^ : 7.32, = 1:4. 

By the old rule, the intensity would have been estimated 
directly as the volimie of the gas consumed, thus : 

3.06 : 7.82 =1:2. 

« 

EoBperiment 2d, The following results were obtained with 
the use of a standard Argand burner. The readings of the 
index meter, the gas consumed in cubic feet, and the ratio of 
the lights produced, are given in three columns, viz. : 

Index, .0550 = 3.30 feet. = 1 light. 

" .0725 = 4.35 " = 2.1 " 

** .0856 = 5.18 " = 3.2 " 

" .0926 = 5.55 " = 4. " 

^ In this series the lights increase in considerably higher ratio 
than is required by Farmer's theorem, which demands 6.60 
cubic feet corresponding to a fourfold consumption, while the 
actual consumption was 1.05 cubic feet less than the quantity 
required by the theorem. 

Experiment 3d. The* following series was obtained by an- 
other Argand burner. 

Index, .062 = 3.72 cub. feet, = 1 light. 

" .0814 = 4.88 " = 2 " 

" .1000 = 6.00 " = 8 " 

« .1203 = 7.219 « .= 4 " 
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In this series the ratio is more nearly in acoordanoe with 
the demands of the theorem, the intensity being still a little 
in excess of the squares of consumption (3.72 X2=7.44 in 
place of 7.219). 

The gas employed in these comparisons had a candle power 
of about 14 candles. 

Experiment Uh. Results obtained by a comparison of fish-^ 
tail burners, ratio as 4* and 9 feet respectively. * 

A. Index, .0750 = 4.500 cub. feet. = 1 light. 

B. " .1586 = 9.519 " =z= 4 " 

In this comparison the ratio falls but 'little short of the de« 
mands of the theorem. 

Ea^periment 5th. Comparison of fish-tail burners. 

A. Index, .086 = 5.16 feet. = 1.85. 

B. " .1677 = 10.06 « =4. 

In this trial the departure from the requirements of the 
theorem is considerably greater than in any of the preceding 
experiments. But it appears that from some cause the ratio 
of the squares does not hold with gas of the power used in 
these trials (14 candles), where the consumption rises above 9 
or falls much below 3 cubic feet. This is undoubtedly con- 
nected with the well recognized fact, that there is for each gas 
a kind of burner and a volume of gas better calculated than 
any other, to develop its maximum intensity. 

Experiment %th. This series was designed by Mr. Farmer to 
test by a direct comparison the value of the new as contrasted 
with the old method of correction. Both trials were made 
upon the same gas, the second observation following immedi- 
ately after the first and with the same candle, and therefore 
should give about the same candle power. 

Ist Tried. Consumption of sperm 32.7 grains. 

'« of gas 5.004 cubic feet. 

Mean candle power (15 observations) 13.93 candles. 

2d Trial. Consumption of sperm 32.2 grains. 

'* of gas 4.58 cubic feet. 

Mean candle power of 15 observations 11.8 candles. 

The above data calculated by Farmer's theorem. 

5.004 cubic feet, and 32.7 grains give 15.15 candles. 
4.58 " " " 32.2 " " 15.09 " 

Difference, .06 " 
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Cakulated by the old rtde. 

5.004 cubic feet and 32.7 grains give 15.16 candles. 
4.58 " " " 32.2 " " 13.82 « 



Difference, 1.34 « 

It is obvious from the study of these results, that within the 
limits named the increase of intensity in gas flames, whether 
naked or Argand, is at a ratio certainly as great as the squares 
of the volumes of gas consumed; and. hence it follows that 
all the photometric determinations, which have been obtained 
by computation from volumes greater or less than the assumed 
standard of five cubic feet per hour, in the simple ratio of the 
volivnes consumed must be considered as quite worthless, pro- 
vided the theorem of Farmer here announced is confirmed. 

It is evident also that this theorem applies with equal force 
to the weight of sperm consumed by the standard candle as 
to the volumes of the gas burned in equal times. 

With a view to test the theoreom of Farmer, I at once 
sought to apply it to the case ,of certain observations, I had 
made upon very rich gas obtained from cannel and other rich 
coals. The photometric power of these gases had been meas- 
ured in the usual way heretofore practiced by observers, by 
burning a less quantity than five cubic feet in the standard 
Argand and then computing up to a standard of five cubic feet 
by direct ratio. The results of this comparison appear to go 
far to confirm Farmer's theorem. 

Peytona Gas. This gas was made .from a coal of West 
Virginia, known as Peytona Cannel Coal. It was much too 
rich to permit the fiow of five cubic feet from the 15 hole 
Argand burner, with a perfect combustion. The gas was there- 
fore reduced by mixture with a measured volume of street gas 
of known value and the illuminating power of the mixture 
having been carefiilly determined the value of the Peytona gas 
alone was readily calculated and fixed at 42.79 candles. The 
following trials exhibit the result obtained by burning smaller 
volumes of Peytona gas, and the values obtained by the two 
methods of calculation. 

No. 1 Argand burner oonsnming 6 cubic feet per hour, mixed gas =42.79 candles, 
a «* " " 8.24 .1 *^ u ' *» 18.95 <« 

3 " «* " 8.48 " " 20.94 " 

Here No. 1 represents very nearly the true illuminating 

A. A. A. 8. VOL. XVni. 20 



i 

I 



154 ▲. MATHEMATICS, PHYSICS, AND CHEMISTBT. 

power of the gas, and may be assumed as a fair criterion of 
the law under consideration. 

By Farmers Theorem, 

No. 2 becomes 3.24* : 18.95 = 5* : 45.12 candles. 
8 " 3.48^• 20.94 = 5» : 43.22 " 

By direct ratio {old rvle), 

No. 2 becomes 3.24 : 18.95 = 5 : 29.24 candles. 
3 " 3.48:20.94 = 5:30.09 « 

By this it appears that by the old rule, assuming the trae 
candle power of the gas to be 42.79 candles, the two obser- 
vations, Nos. 2 and 3, are in error by about 30 per cent., while 
by Farmer's theorem the error is reduced to 3 per cent, the 
former being too small and the latter too large. 

Albert Gas, The well known AlhertUe of New Brunswick, 
ftimishes a gas of remarkable richness. Its true candle power 
can be measured only by diluting it largely with street gas of 
known value, and calculating it from the determined intensity 
of the mixture. In this way the gas from Albertite is shown 
to have an intensity equal to 70.38 candles. The following 
results were obtained by consuming different volumes in the 
burners named. 

No. 1 Argand burner consuming 5 cubic feet z= 70.38 candles. 

2 " " " 2.25 " = 16.39 " 

3 ' Scotch tip ' " « 3. " =25.25 " 

By Farmers Theorem, 

No. 2 becomes 2.5*: 16.39 = 5" : 65.56 candles. 
3 " 3« : 25.25 = 5* : 70.14 " 

By simple ratio. 

No. 2 becomes 2.5 : 16.39 = 5 : 32.78 candles. 
3 " 3 : 25.25 = 5 : 42.08 " 

The differences from the assumed standard of 70.38 candles 
are as follows : 

By the old rule. No. 2 falls short 37.6 candles or 115 pr. ct. 
« Farmer's theorem " " " 4.72 " 7.1 " 

" the old rule. No. 3 " " 28.30 " 67.25 " 

" Farmer's theorem " *^ " 0.24 " 0.34 " 

It will be observed that No. 2, in this series, represents a 
consumption considerably below the Tninimum which in most 
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cases experiment has shown to be the limit of the proposed 
theorem, namely : 8 cubic feet, while No. 3, which represents 
exactly this limit, brings the result within the range of experi- 
mental error — it being impossible to make two series of 15 
photometric observations which will accord more closely than 
these. 

Oaafrom the Ritchie Mineral, This gas was made from the 
mineral called Orahamite by Prof. Wurtz, and found in West- 
em Virginia. 

The gas made from this mineral was too rich to bum in the 
Argand burner with 5 cubic feet per hour. 

1st. A mixture with Argand burner, and 5 cubic feet con- 
sumption. 

80 per cent, street gas = 15.11 candles. 
20 " " Eitchie " = 31.76 " 



100 " " Mixture = 18.44 " 

18.44—16.11X80 



20 



+ 18.44 = 31.14 candles. 



2d. A mixture with Argand burner, and five cubic feet con- 
sumption. 

78 per cent, poor gas = 18.72 candles 
22 " " Eitchie = 81.01 " 



100 Mixture = 17.58 " 

i7^a2-i8.720X78 ^ ^7^32 ^ 31 Q5 ^^^^ 

8d. Eitchie gas burnt with Scotch tip, and 5 cubic feet con- 
sumption, gave 80.01 candles. 

4th. Eitchie gas, with Argand burner, and 4.056 cubic feet 
consumption, gave 19.24 candles, and for 5 cubic feet con- 
sumption, by squaring, 29.32 candles, and by old rule, 28.71. 

No doubt the consumption here was too much for the Argand 
burner, as the illuminating power falls off somewhat from the 
preceding trials. 

5th. Eitchie gas with Argand burner, and 3.876 cubic feet 
consumption, gave 18.66 candles ; and for 5 cubic feet con- 
sumption by squaring 81.05 candles; and by the old rule, 
24.07 candles. 

6th. Eitchie gas with Argand burner, and 8.828 cubic feet 
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consumption, gave 1879 candles; and for 5 cubic feet oonr 
sumption by squaring 32.05 candies ; and by old rule, 24.54 
candles. 

Mean of the 1st and 8nd tests by mixfaig =s 81^ candles. 
« " « 4th, 5th and 6th tests by squaring = ao^ " dSiference J60. 

« u u 4th, 6th and 6th tests by old rule =24.10 << " 7^. 

Tliese results show plainly that the. new theorem brings all 
the tests very near to the true illuminating power ; certainly 
much nearer than the old rule. 

'^oUovygong Qaa. This gas was obtained from waUongon- 
ite^ a new carbohydrogen described by me in the number of 
Silliman's Journal (for July, 1869), as coming from Australia. 
Its illuminating power was determined by mixing 10 per cent, 
of the gas with 90 per cent of street gas. But this mixture 
was still too rich to bum 5 cubic feet in the Argand standard 
without smoking, and even when burned at this rate in a fish- 
tail burner the flame was somewhat smoky and inclined to 
^' tail off!" I have, therefore, little doubt that its true candle 
power is more nearly 142 candles, than to 132, as stated in the 
article referred to. We quote, however, the observations made, 
as follows : 

1 flsh-taU burner oonsnming 6 enblc ilset gaTe 182.94 candle power. 

2 " " " 1^ " "\ 12^ " " 

Computing the second observation we have : 

By Farmer's theorem for No. 2, 148.22 candle power. 
" direct ratio " " 42.96 " " 

This is an extreme case in which the volume of gas con- 
sumed in the second observation is far too low, but it is clear 
that by the old rule the result coming from the consumption of 
so small a volume of gas is perfectly worthless, while by Farm- 
er's theorem the difference of 10.28 candles is within 7.7 per 
cent., and if the true intensity of this remarkable gas is 
placed, as there is good reason to believe it should be, at 142 
candles, the agreement in the two observations is absolute. 

Every photometric observer can confirm the results here 
given by reference to his own records of former observations, 
or by direct experiment designed to test the accuracy of the 
theorem now announced. 

^ Sugg's Qas Manipulation (London, 1867), p. 64, will 



OHEMISTBT. 



157 



be foond the following results from an experiment designed 
to illustrate the unfitness of the rule-of-three for calculating the 
illuminating power of gas, when using any other consumption 
than 5 cubic feet per hour. 

ABGAin> BXTBNER. 



1. 


5. cubic feet — 14.00 candles. 


Differences. 


2. 


4.9 " «« = 13.78 " 


— 0.22 of a candle. 


8. 


4.8 « " = 13.74 « 


— 0.26 " " 


4. 


4.7 " " = 13.30 " 


0.70 " " 


6. 


4.6 « " z= 13.04 " 


0.96 " " 


6. 


4.5 " " = 11.93 " 


2.07 " " 



The foregoing demonstrates two facts ; first, that the Bir- 
mingham burner, even when burning the flill quantity of 5 cubic 
feet per hour, does not show the true quality of the gas ; and 
secondly, the inapplicability of the rule-of-three for estimating 
the light given in proportion to the quantity consumed, other- 
wise the whole of the results would have been 14.00 candles." 

The quality of this gas, as exhibited by Dr. Letheby's 
burner, with 5 cubic feet consumption, and 120 grains of 
sperm per hour, was 15.50 candles. 

The mean candle power of the five last tests is 13.158 ; dif- 
fence, 0.84 parts of a candle. 

The mean candle power of the above tests, before they were* 
corrected for five cubic feet consumption, will be as follows : 



theorem. 



1. 


5. cubic feet = 14.00 candles. 


2. 


4.9 « « = 13.504 " 


3. 


4.8 " " = 13.190 " 


4. 


4.7 " " = 12.502 " 


5. 


4.6 " " z= 11.996 " 


6. 


4.5 " " = 10.738 « 


>ovc 


i corrected for five feet consumption by 


1. 


6. cubic feet — 14.00 candles. 


2. 


4.9 " " = 14.060 " 


3. 


4.8 " " = 14.312 " 


4. 


4.7 " " = 14.148 " 


5. 


4.6 " " = 14J91 " 


6. 


4. " " = 13.255 « 



The mean candle power of the 5 last tests is 18.99 ; differ- 
ence 0.01 parts of a candle. 
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The following will show the fractional power required to 
bring the five last tests to 14.00 candle. 



2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 



4.9i-« 
4.8^-^' 
4.7^« 
4.6^ 
4.5*^ 



13.504 
13.190 
12.502 
11.996 
10.737 



5Las 
51.47 
51.86 
51.86 

52J2 



14.00 candles. 
14.00 " 
14.00 " 
14.00 " 
14.00 " 



The above shows that the 3rd and 6th tests have not been 
good ones, or why should they differ so much from .the one 
preceding them, the difference in consumption being only one- 
tenth of a foot? 

The 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th tests fall a little below the square 
or 2d power, and the 6th test is considerably more. 

The fractional powers of the 2nd, 4th and 5th are nearly the 
same. 

I have endeavored to apply this theorem to some of the re- 
sults recorded in the well known researches of Messrs. Aa- 
douin and Berard,* but I find these results stated in a manner 
which renders it difficult to fix clearly the terms of compari- 
son. I venture, however, to append a few comparisons drawn 
from two of the tabular records of experiments with butterfly 
or bats wing burners of the " fifth series " which, so far as they 
' go, lend confirmation to the views here presented. 



Consumption of 
the Burners un- 
der trial. 


Consumption of 
the Bengel Ar- 
eand standard 
burner without 
cone, 8 inch 
chimney. 


Comparative 
intensities. 
The Bengel 
burner = 
100. 


Intensities by 
law of the 
squares of 
consump- 
tion. 


Pressures. 


Cubic feet. 


Cubic feet. 








3.1079 
2.4015 
2.0131 


3.6024 
3.5318 
3.6024 


50 
40 
30 


103 
90.9 
96. 


.23622 
.19685 
.11811 



Burners of same series — slU ^ itich wide. 


3.9555 


3.6730 


80 


92.6 


.078474 


3.1786 


3.6730 


60 


80.7 


.07480 


2.6487 


3.6730 


50 


96.7 


.07480 


2.3309 


3.6730 


40 


97.5 


.03937 


1.5186 


3.6730 


20 


115.6 


.01968 



*Ann. de Ch. Et Phys,, vol. Izy, p. ^8, 1882. 
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The comparison of their results by this theorem, which gives 
reasonably exact results for consumptions which are not greater 
than that of the standard Bengel burner employed by them, 
fails when the consumption becomes greater than that of the 
standard. 

A comparison of the foregoing results will show that the co- 
incidences with the requirements of the theorem of Farmer are, 
within the limits assigned, too numerous, and too closely 
accordant, to be considered as otherwise than pointing clearly 
to its general truth. A rigorous demonstration cannot be ex- 
pected as there are too many variable fhnctions of unknown 
value involved in the best methods at present known for pho- 
tometric measurements to permit more than an approximate 
proof of its general accuracy. Every photometric observer 
must recognize its importance and the necessity in his obser- 
vations of bringing the consumptions of gas and sperm to the 
agreed standard. 

To the consumer of gas the evident inference from the data 
here presented is that where it is important to obtain a maxi- 
mum of economical effect from the consumption of a given 
volume of illuminating gas, this result is best obtained by the 
use of burners of ample flow. 

Where a moderate light of equal diflhsion is required over 
a large space, as in public rooms, it may be expedient to use 
numerous small jets ; but when the maximum intensity obtain* 
able from a given volume of illuminating gas is desired, inten- 
sity burners of large consumption are plainly indicated. 



8. On the Composition op the Acid Oxalates op Potas» 
siuM, Ammonium and Sodium. By William Bipley 
Nichols, of Boston, Mass. 

BiNOXALATE OF FOTASSnTH. 

The composition of this salt was formerly held to be ex- 
pressed by the formula* KO.C^Oe+SHO {^^^H^^-^-aq.) 

• On the authority of Graham, Phil. Tr. 1837, 60. 
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and this formula is still given by Gmelin, Watts, and others, 
as that of the commonly occurring salt. 

Bammelsberg, * on the other hand, describes the salt ob- 
tained by neutralizing a certain quantity of oxalic acid with 
carbonate of potassium, and adding an equal amount of oxalic 
acid, as corresponding to the formula 2(K0y C4 Oe) •+- 8 <»g. 
[4(€,^^e,)+ag.] 

Marignac,t having afterwards partially analyzed this salt, 
concluded that the correct formula was C^KHO% (^^KH^i) 
and that the crystals contained no water of crystallization. 
He differed from Rammelsberg as to the system to which the 
crystals should be referred, and the latter afterwards % acknowl- 
edges the correctness of Marignac's views as to the crystalline 
form and, without repeating the analysis of the salt, seems 
satisfied to accept the formula assigned by Marignac. 

I have prepared this salt in the manner indicated by Ram- 
melsberg, and find that its composition agrees with the formula 
originally given by him. 

Calcnlated. Found. 

I. n. m. IV. y. vi. yn. vm. Mean. 

SJT^-B^ 188.44 86.58 85.66 86.06 86.80 

*€ft-B^« 288.00 64.29 65 J» 66.87 66.76 65.76 

809. 64.00 10.18 10.16 10.39 10^ 10^ 

4 (-e« ^^-9^4) +09- 630.44 100.00 

In these analyses I determined the potassium as carbonate 
by igniting a portion of the fiinely powdered crystals in a cov- 
ered platinum crucible, raising the heat very gradually in order 
to avoid loss by projection, to which, as Marignac hints, this 
salt is particularly liable. The oxalic acid was determined by 
titration with a solution of permanganate of potassium stan- 
dardized against pure oxalic acid. The hydrogen was deter- 
mined by igniting the salt in a combustion tube, in a stream of 
dry air, and collecting the water in a weighed chloride of cal- 
cium tube. 

Bammelsberg's Marignac's 

formula demandB. own figures were, formula demands. own flgnres were. 

^KO 36.63 86.41 36.22 36.86 KO 86.78 36.35 (Mean of four.) 

2C4O6 64.29 65JU 64.82 64.00 C4 Ob 66.10 66.86 

Sag. 10.18 HO 7.08 

100.00 1UO.0O 

• Fogg. Ann. XCIH, 24 (1864). 

t M^m. de la 80c. d. Phys. et d'Hist. Nat. de (}en%ve, T. XIV, part I. (1856). 
X Supplement zn dem Handbuch der krystaUographisohen Chemie. Leipzio, 
1867, S. 81. 
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Had Marignac determined the hydrogen in his salt, he would 
have found his formula to be inadmissible. 

In regard to the acid oxalate described by Graham (loc. 
cit.),* it is extremely doubtfld whether there be such a salt. 
Bammelsbergt doubts its existence, and I have myself been 
unable to procure it. I added to a hot solution of a known 
quantity of oxalic acid, half the carbonate of potassium neces- 
sary to neutralize it. The crystals which formed in the hot 
solution (A), those deposited from the solution at the ordinaiy 
temperature (B), as well as those deposited when the solution 
was artificially cooled to a considerably lower temperature (C), 
proved to be the quadroxalate €2 ^^^"^4? '^2^2"B^45 -f- 2ag. 





Calculated. 


Found. 
A. B. C. 




I. 
94^ IBM 

288.00 66.67 66^ 


n. m. I. n. i. 

18.41 18AS 


iaq. 


72.00 J ^'^ 





2(£|,JCff^4,€4-ffae-4,-h2o«.) 808.22 100X0 

In these estimations the potassium was determined as car- 
bonate, by ignition, and the oxalic acid by titration, as in the 
preceding case. 

I analyzed several samples of commercial '^binoxalate of 
potash," but each sample proved to be quadroxalate. 

BDfOXAULTB OF AMMONTCM. 

This salt was prepared by neutralizing a certain quantity of 
oxalic acid with ammonia-water, and then adding an equal 
quantity of oxalic acid. Analysis showed the composition of 
tiie salt to be 2 (€, (NH^) ff^^) + og. 

Calculated. Found. 

I. n. m. iv. Mean. 

(A'^4)a-B^ 52 22.41 21J54 21J54 

^^^^$ iM 0208 eiJS5 eiM — — eiAA 

H^^ 18 7.75 

aq. 18 7.76 IM 7.60 

li^^iirH;)M^4)-\-aq, "^ 100.00 



Gale. Found. 

*K0 82.24 82.34 

Ca Oe 48.28 

1848 



UAUe 
ZHO 



Graham deduced this formula firom the amount of 
^ carbonate of potassium left on ignition (47.46 per 
cent.). 



100.00 

t Pogg. Ann. XCm, 24 (supra cit.). 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVm. 21 
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The fonnula usually given in text-books on chemistry 
(Gmelin, Watts, etc.), is C^(NH;)H0s + 2 aq. ^^{^'H^) 
H^^^aq., that is, with one more molecule of water than I 
find to be the case. For this formula the calculated percent- | 



ages would be 








k 


(3^^4)1 e- 


» 


20.80 




2€.e. 


144 


67.00 




^*e 


18 


7.20 




2aq, 


36 


14.40 



100.00 260 

Anderson * says that the blnoxalate of ammonium may be 
obtained by mixing equivalent quantities of chloride of ammo- 
nium and oxalic acid (regarded as monobasic ; C2 O3, ^ -|- 
2 aq. = 63), and gives as the formula 2 Ci Og, NHt 0,2H0 

He determined the oxalic acid alone, and, from the data that 
he gives, it would appear that, instead of the binoxalate, he 
really obtained the quadroxalate mentioned below. 

Percent Age of ^J, -0-, 

in his salt. in the acid salt above. in the hyperacid salt below. 

61.92 62.08 61.80. 

I found that by adding a hot solution of 53.5 grm. (1 eq.) 
chloride of ammonium (NH^ CI), to a hot solution of 63 grm. 
(j eq.) of crystallized oxalic acid (^2 ^2^4 + 2 ag.), there were 
deposited on cooling crystals of the hyperacid salt of the 
formula €2 (NH^) H^^, €3 H^ e„ + 2 og. 

Calculated. Found. 

I. n. m. IV. T. VI. Mean. 

(iV-ffOa-S- 62 11.16 11.12 11.29 11.20 

*€4 0» 288 61.80 01.14 61.14 61.09 61.12 

8^ft^ 64 11.69 

4ag. 72 16.46 15.81 16 Jl 



2(fJ,(i^JJ4)jye4,€a-H;e4,+2a5'.)4fl6 100.00 

In these analyses the ammonium was determined as chloro- 
platinate of ammonium, the oxalic acid by titration, and the 
water of crystallization by drying at 100'' (7., until the weight 
remained constant. 



BIKOXALATB OF SODITTU. 



Anderson (loc. cit.) says that, by dissolving equivalent pro- 
portions of oxalic acid (equiv. = 63) and chloride of sodium 
(equiv. = 58.5), in hot water, crystals of this salt are obtained 



•Qn. Jour. Oh. Soc. 1. 281 (1849). 
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on cooling the solution. He gives the formula for the same 
Na 0, 2 Ci 08+42rO [2 (fJ^ JV^aire,) +3ag.] 

I found that crystals of the binoxalate were deposited from 
such a mixture, but that they answered to the commonly re- 
ceived formula C4 27a IT Og + 2 oq. [^j Na H^^ + og.] 

Calcnlated. Found. 

I. n. Mean. 
Na^^ 02 88.86 

3€ft^i IM 66-38 66.19 66.24 66^ 



2aq 



*! 



64 20.77 



2(fJa3raJSr^4-ha«.) 280 100.00 



9. On the SoLUBiLrrr in Water op the Oxalates op So- 
dium, Potassium and Ammonium, at the ordinary tem- 
perature of the Air. By William Bipley Nichols. 

In determining the solubilities of the salts experimented 
upon, the method employed to obtain solutions, saturated at 
the observed temperatures, was as follows: — Considerable 
quantities of the salts operated upon, several times as much 
as would be likely to dissolve in the amount of water used, 
were put into glass-stoppered bottles, which were then half 
filled with distilled water, and placed in a pan of water so as 
to be immersed up to the necks. The operation was carried on 
in a room where the variation of temperature was slight, such 
variation being noted by means of a thermometer suspended 
in the pan of water. 

The bottles were shaken conscientiously at frequent inter- 
vals for two or three days, and, finally, portions of the solu- 
tions were filtered through diy filters, into tared flasks, and 
weighed. As a rule the thermometer had indicated a constant 
temperature for several hours previous to the filtration. 

The amount of oxalic acid in the weighed solution, was de- 
termined by titration with permanganate of potassium, stand- 
ardized against pure oxalic acid and from this result the 
amount of salt dissolved was calculated. 

In every case but one, the salts were prepared by myself, 
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and in every case the character and purity of the salt m qaes- 
tion was ascertained by titrating a weighed portion of the dry 
salt with the standard solution of permanganate of potassium. 

OxAiiATB OF Sodium. 

This salt was prepared by neutralizing a hot solution of 
oxalic acid with pure carbonate of sodium. The oxalic acid 
used in preparing this, as well as the other salts, left upon igni- 
tion 0.08 per cent. ash. 

Calcnlated. Found. 

I. n. Mean. 
Na^-^ ffi 46Jn 

-Ga^s 73 63.73 64.06 68.68 63.84 



134 100.00 

SolvbUity, — Temperature at time of filtration, . . 18^ C. 

Temperature had varied during solution from IV 
to 13.5^ 
100 parts of the solution saturated at 18^ contain : 

I. n. m. Mean. 

8.063 8.066 8.047 8.059 parts of the crystallized salt 
Or, 100 parts of water at 18'' dissolve 8.156 parts of the ays* 

tallized salt. 
Or, 1 part of the crystallized salt is soluble in 81.6 parts of 

water at 18''. 

This agrees with the determination of Souchay and Lensen* 
who say that one part of the salt dissolves in 81.1 parts of 
water at 15.5''. 

Pohlf says that one part of salt dissolves in 26.7 parts of 
water at 21.8**. 

BiNOXALATE OV SODIUM. 

This salt was prepared by adding 58.5 grm. (1 eq.) of 
chloride of sodium in solution, to a hot solution of 68 grm. 
ii ^*) of crystallized oxalic acid, and recrystalUzing the 
product deposited fh>m the solution when cold. 

•Ann. Oh. u. Ph. XCIX. 83 (18S6). 
t Wien. Acad. Ber. VI. 686 (18S1). 
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Ka^^ 


GaloQlated. 
« 83.86 


Found. 
I. n. 


Mean. 


a^a^-f 


144 KM 


66.06 66J» 


65.22 


8£r»e^ 


64 20.77 

• 
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^i^^yaS^-^-aq.) 200 100.00 

SolvbUUy, — Temperature at time of filtration, . . 10''. 

Temperature had varied between 5^ and 10°. 
100 parts of the solution saturated at lO*' contain : 

I. n. m. Mean. 

1.40 1.39 1.55 1.45 parts of the crystallized salt. 
Or, 100 parts of water at 10° dissolve 1.48 parts of the crystal- 
lized salt. 

Or, one part of the crystallized salt dissolves in 67.57 parts of 
water at 10°. 

Souchay and Lensen (loc. cit.) say that one part of the salt 
dissolves in 60.3 parts of water at 15.5°. 

OXAI.ATB OF FOtASBIUM. 

This salt was prepared by neutralizing a commercial sample 
of quadroxalate of potassium with carbonate of potassium and 





Calcnlated. 
94.82 61.14 


I. 


Found, 
n. 


nr. 


Mean. 


fJ^ei 


72.00 89.08 


38.99 


89.68 


S8U» 


89.06 


^ae 


18.00 9.78 











■6i^«-&4+a9* 184.82 100.00 

SolvMlUy, — Temperature at time of filtration, . . 16°. 

Temperature had varied between 12° and 16°. 
(The temperature had remained at 16° for several hours.) 
100 parts of the solution saturated at 16° contain : 

I. n. Mean. 

24.73 24.89 24.81 parts of the crystallized salt. 

Or, 100 parts of water at 16° dissolve 32.99 parts of the crys- 
tallized salt. 

Or, one part of the crystallized salt is soluble in 3.03 parts of 
water at 16°. 
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BINOZALATE OF POTASSIUM. 

This salt was prepared as stated in the preceding paper. 
Solubility. — Temperature for three hours preceding filtration, 8* 

Temperature had varied between 8** and 10.5**. 
100 parts of the solution saturated at 8° contain : 

I. n. m. Mean. 

3.680 3.681 3.668 3.676 parts of the crystallized salt. 
Or, 100 parts of water at 8** dissolve 3.816 parts of the ays- 

tallized salt. 
Or, one part of the crystallized salt is soluble in 26.21 parts of 

water at 8**. 

QUADBOXALATE OF POTASSIUM. 

€, JTire,, €j ITs e, + 2 og. 

This salt was prepared by recrystallizing a sample of com- 
mercial ^'binoxalate of potash''. 

Calculated. Fonnd. 

I. n. m. lY. Mean. 

JTa-B^ 94^ 18^ 18.45 18.45 

4 -61^1 288.00 66.67 65.80 65.68 66.77 66.75 






64.00^ 
72.00 5 ^* 



2(-e4J:jJe4,€a^.e4,+2o«.) «».«a 100.00 

SoltLbUity. — Temperature at time of filtration, . . 13**. 

Temperature had varied between 12® and 14.5®. 
100 parts of the solution saturated at 13® contain : 

I. n. Mean. 

1.774 1.784 1.779 parts of the crystallized salt. 
Or, one part of the salt is soluble in 55.25 parts of water at 13®. 
Or, 100 parts of water at 13® dissolve 1.81 parts of the crys- 
tallized salt. 

Pohl (loc. cit.) says that 100 parts of water at 20.6® dissolve 
4.957 parts of the salt dried at 100® (5.775 parts of the crys- 
tallized salt), which would go to show that the solubility must 
increase rapidly with the temperature. 
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Oxalate of Ammonium. 

This salt was prepared by neutralizing a hot solution of 



oxalic acid with ammonia-water. 








Calcalated. 

(JViT4)4-e- 02 86.62 
■e* -e. 72 00.70 


Found. 
I. II. 

00.72 00.92 


in. 

01.48 


Mean. 
01.04 


aq. 18 12.68 









■e4(J\r^4)a-e4+«K?. 142 100.00 

Solubility. — Temperature at time of filtration, . . 15°. 

Temperature had varied between 13.5° and 15°. 
100 parts of the solution saturated at 15° contain : 

I. n. Mean. 

4.028 4.076 4.052 parts of the crystallized salt. 

Or, 100 parts of water at 15° dissolve 4.22 parts of the crys- 
tallized salt. 
Or, 1 part of the crystallized salt dissolves in 23.69 parts of 
water at 15°. 

I verified the statement of Heintz* that this salt is less 
soluble in a solution of chloride of ammonium than in pure 
water. I added chloride of ammonium to a concentrated solu- 
tion of the salt, and there were deposited small crystals which 
gave by titration 50.93 per cent. "Gj O^g, showing that they were 
actually the normal oxalate. 

BiNOXALATB OF AMMONIUM. 

This salt was prepared as stated in the previous paper. 
Solubility, — Temperature at time of filtration, . , 11.5°. 

Variation of temperature — slight. 
100 parts of the solution saturated at 11.5° contain : 

I. II. m. Mean. 

5.89 5.91 5.88 5.896 parts of the crystallized salt. 

Or, 100 parts of water at 11.5° dissolve 6.26 parts of the crys- 
tallized salt. 

Or, 1 part of the crystallized salt is soluble in 15.97 parts of 
water at 11.5°. 

* ZettBch. f. d. ges. Natnrw. XX, 29. 
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In order to ascertain whether this salt dissolved unchanged, 
a portion of that remaining undissolved, was titrated with the 
standard permanganate, and the percentage of oxalic acid 
found agreed with that of the original salt. 

QUADROXALATB OF AUMONIUU. 

f), (NH^) jff e„ €^Hi ^4 + 2 aq. 

This salt was prepared by adding to half an equivalent of 
oxalic acid (^2^2^4-\'^^^') aii equivalent of chloride of am- 
monium {NH^ Cl)^ SL8 described in the preceding paper. 
Solubility. — Temperature at time of filtration, 7.75°. 

Temperature had varied but slightly. 
100 parts of the solution saturated at 7.75^ contain : 

I. n. m. Mean. 

2.45 2.46 2.46 2.46 parts of the crystallized salt. 

Or, 100 parts of water at 7.75° dissolve 2.52 parts of the crys- 
tallized salt. 

Or, one part of the crystallized salt is soluble in 39.68 parts of 
water at 7.75"*. 

Oxalic Acid. 

^^2^3 ^4 + 2 aq. 

A portion of pure crystallized oxalic acid was taken, and its 
solubility determined to be as follows : 
Solubility. — Temperature at time of filtration, 14.5°. 

Variation of temperature — slight. 
100 parts of the solution saturated at 14.5° contain : 

I. n. m. Mean. 

8.668 8.777 8.754 8.733 parts of the crystallized salt. 

Or, 100 parts of water at 14.5° dissolve 9.56 parts of the crys- 
tallized salt. 

Or, one part of the crystallized salt is soluble in 10.46 parts of 
water at 14.5°. 
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GEOLOGY AND PALEONTOLOGY. 

1. On the Cretaceous Age of Silver-deposits in Chi- 
huahua, Mexico, by James P. Ejmball, of New York. 

A tour made last autmnn and winter, from the Texas coast 
to the Grand Sierras, or Cordilleras of Mexico, near the 
thirtieth parallel, afforded a few geological observations of 
snch importance that I venture to lay them before the Associa- 
tion. It will not be necessary on this occasion to enter into 
minute description. But the few points I have now to oflfer 
will, I trust, serve partly to bridge the gap in the knowledge 
of the country between the Rio Grande on the east, and the 
Cordilleras ; and to rectify a number of errors which mainly 
make up the meagre geological part of what otherwise is an 
interesting brief account of Chihuahua — that of Dr. Wisle- 
zenus of Col. Doniphan's Expedition in 1846-7, whose report, 
together with that of the Mexican Bouncfary Survey, contain 
the only references of any consequence to the geology of Chi- 
huahua, to be found in any language — so seldom has any 
other part of the state than the High Sierras been visited by 
scientific travellers, while even that part, comparatively acces- 
sible from the Pacific Coast, is, along with the rest of the 
state, less known than any other portion of Mexico. 

The Cretaceous formation which overspreads Central Texas, 
where it has been carefully studied by Professor Roemer and 
Dr. B. F. Shumard, is traced westward under pretty uniform 
conditions, beyond the Pecos, forming the table-land of the 
intervening belt, until, in the Limpia Mountains, its familiar 
features disappear and a new order of things supervenes. Up 
to this line the geology of Texas has been fixed. Within the 
great bend of the Rio Grande, the water-shed between the 
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Pecos ^and that river^ presents geological features which have 
been described by travellers whose studies have not extended 
far into Chihuahua. While these features are anomalous in 
Texas, they prevail in Chihuahua, and are to be regarded, as I 
propose to show, as an extension of the same conditions which 
characterize the whole of the eastern slope of the Cordilleras 
in the north-eastern part of Mexico. 

Topographically considered, the whole surface of Texas is a 
part of the slope of the Mexican Cordilleras. From the Gulf 
of Mexico to the Limpia Mountains, which are only a 
part of a long dividing range between the Pecos and the Rio 
Grande, extending from New Mexico, there is a constant 
acclivity toward the west, which, gradual, until the Alluvial, 
DOavial, and Tertiary coast margin is passed, becomes very 
marked as soon as the Cretaceous rocky strata set in. From 
San Antonio, five hundred and seventy-nine feet above the sea, 
which is near the line between the Tertiary and Cretaceous 
formations, the Cretaceous surface rises to three thousand and 
ninety-eight feet, at Leon Springs (some two hundred and 
eighty miles farther west), and to near four thousand feet be- 
fore the fossiliferous Cretaceous strata are covered by the 
rocks which form the Limpia Mountains. These mountains 
present a thickness from eight hundred to one thousand feet of 
a rock of peculiar character, which has been described in the 
Beport of the Mexican Boundary Survey, as a porphyry, and 
as frimishing a ^' coarse granitic aggregate of which adularia 
forms a large part," both of which varieties, together with 
compact quartz, are referred to an igneous source : whence the 
inference is drawn that the Limpia Mountains, as well as what 
is mentioned as a continuation of the same range — the Sierra 
Bica, in Mexico 7- are an axis of elevation. From all these 
points I have to dissent. 

First, as to the lithological character of the Limpia Moun- 
tains. Although clearly porphyritic in its structure, and con- 
taining (yet rarely) small segregations rather than crystals of 
orthoclase, it presents, to the eye at least, the novel condition of 
a non-feldspathic matrix, and therefore, in the restricted sense 
of the term, can hardly be called a porphyry. The matrix is 
a ferruginous compact quartz, through which are diflhsed, be- 
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sides orthoclasic, minute quartz, crystallizations. Hence thifi 
rock is rather to be characterized as a porphyritic quartzite. 
These characters are uncommonly pronounced where the rodk 
first sets in, namely, at Hackberry Ponds. 

This is an extension of the same formation which oYer- 
spreads a large part of Chihuahua — a fact ascertained by con- 
tinuity and relative stratigraphical position, rather than by 

m 

lithological uniformity. The rock is disposed in strata which 
are gently undulating. Its ferruginous character causes it to 
weather excessively — especially where its consistency is not 
very dense. In the eroded valley of the Limpia, bold clifl^ of 
it are seen weathered into massive picturesque columns of a 
dark ochreous color. The ferruginous coloring matter is pres- 
sent in the interior as red oxyd. At Fort Davis a quarry in 
this rock fdmishes a building-stone, called by the Mexicans 
cantera. Here its porphyritic characters have entirely disap- 
peared, its quality being a loose alumino-silicious aggregate. 
It may be cut with a saw, and much resembles the building- 
stone or i^ntera in use in the city of Chihuahua, and quarried 
in metamorphic strata at the same horizon as this. The same 
rapid transitions in consistency, yet a constant uniformity of 
its peculiar type, are witnessed throughout the wide develop- 
ment of this rock which I will afterwards designate as cantera 
(a Spanish word, simply meaning, however, building-stone). 
Its metamorphic character is indicated by phenomena ah'eady 
mentioned ; while the formation of the Limpia Mountains, by 
the mere accumulation of nearly level strata, is so distinct as 
to give no appearance of an axis of elevation. The relation 
of the metamorphic cantera to the underlying Cretaceous lime- 
stone, is revealed by a quarry below the level of the plain, 
which supplies the lime-kiln of the post. 

From the head of the Limpia, near Fort Davis, to Presidio 
del Norte, on the Rio Grande, there is a gradual descent of 
over twelve hundred feet. The cantera^ which in high blofOi 
skirts the valley-plains for some distance, comes down to the 
level of the road some sixty miles this side of the Rio Grande, 
and is succeeded by fossiliferous limestone, some thirty miles 
farther. The river terraces, five or six in number, begin ten 
to twelve miles from the river. Passing a corresponding set of 
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terraces on the west side, the surface begins inunediately to 
ascend in impure limestones and calcareous shales, dipping 15^ 
to the north-west. The limestone, of a sandy character, con- 
tains numerous fossils, some in great abundance, among which 
are forms of Cretaceous fauna known in Texas, viz. : Exogyra 
plicata^ Scalaria Texana, Natica Texana, Lima WacoensiSy to- 
gether with species of Ammonites Ostrea^ and Inoceramus, 
and fish teeth. The Sierra de las Cuestas, which form the 
bluffs of the Rio Grande valley proper, and the continuation of 

■ « 

these mountains to the south — the Sierra Rica — are made up 
of this Cretaceous series. The latter mountains are the centre 
of a slight dislocation which imparts to the series north-west 
dips from 15° to 20°, as seen in the mountains themselves, 
where the succession is, (1) lower shales and fissile slates ; 
(2) blue limestone with inoceramus; (3) upper fissile calcare- 
ous shales ; (4) arenaceous cavernous limestone with inoceror 
mua; (5) a coarse metamorphic rock made up of crystalline 
quartz and orthoclase. The Sierra Rica lode, bearing sulphu- 
rets of silver and of the base metals is encased in this fossil- 
iferous series, its highest outcrop being on the crest of a prong 
from which the quartzose rock of the neighboring summits has 
been stripped by denudation. 

The Conchos River valley seems to occupy an anticlinal axis 
of an elevation of the Cretaceous limestone series, the wes|;em 
part of which has been obliterated by river erosion, and only 
its eastern part preserved in the form of a gentle monoclinal, 
with a dip to the south-east. Such, at least, appears to be the 
structure of the Cuchillo Parade, the Chupaderos and Chor- 
reras Mountains, as seen from the Chihuahua road, which keeps 
along their base, across the Jornada or great barren plain of 
Resales. At its western end, where the bordering mountains 
draw together at the gap of the Gallina, between the moun- 
tains of that name on the east, and the Chupaderos on the 
west, a sudden increase of the south-east dip of the limestone, 
lets in the summit cantera with a sufiScient thickness to form 
the mountains to the south and east of the Jornada; while 
westward the Chorreras range continues to raise the limestone 
in heights, from three hundred to five hundred feet, until oblit- 
erated at the bend' of the Conchos, which cuts across it, and 
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whose valley here spreads out some twenty-five miles, tmder 
the erosive influence of the close confluence with it of the Sac- 
ramento and Rosales branches. In this interval the limestone 
passes below the surface, and the metamorphic cantera sets in 
to form the elevations which, in north and south ranges from 
five to ten miles broad, separated by wide and longitudinally 
remarkably continuous valleys or valley plains, succeed each 
other all the way to the culminating line, of the Cordilleras, 
and thus characterize their eastern flank in this latitude. An 
acclivity of the whole surface, toward the west, is very marked 
— all the way indeed from the Rio Grande, the road rising 
from two thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine feet above 
the sea at Presidio del Norte, to four thousand six hundred and 
forty at the city of Chihuahua, and six thousand two hundred 
and seventy-five feet at Cusihuiriachic, the culminating point 
(Cumbres de Jesus Maria) being only four hundred and fifty- 
seven feet higher than the Peak of Cusihuiriachic, or eight 
thousand three hundred and seventy-five feet above the sea. 

This longitudinal succession of narrow ranges and wide 
champaign valleys, gives rise to a peculiar topography whose 
phenomena are mainly those of diluvial and alluvial erosion. 
The north-east dip of the cantera^ though liable to local varia- 
tions, is, on the whole, scarcely greater than the incline of the 
general surface. It is always seen under rapid disintegration, 
especially its more ferruginous portions. Its fine detritus over- 
spreads all the valley-plains in such thick and ever growing 
accumulations, as ofben to fill up former water-courses. Those 
wl4ch do not contain running streams, all have a basin configu- 
ration : that is, a depressed portion toward the middle ; while 
toward their borders the foot hills of the intervening moun- 
tains are seen in all stages of degradation. Thus the valleys 
are widening at the expense of the mountains ; and their plain- 
like character is increasing under the determination of the 
finer detritus toward their former channels, now often dry 
except during the brief rainy season. These observations are 
true equally throughout the development of the metamorphic 
cantera in western Texas as throughout Chihuahua, north of 
the twenty-eighth parallel which I did not pass to the south. 
These phenomena, replete with interest, I can take occasion 
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now only thus briefly to note. One other observation in a 
general way, however, I may add. It is that these and closely 
related phenomena, point to the elevation of the whole eastern 
Cretaceous slope of the Cordilleras, comprising Chihuahua 
and the greater part of Texas, since the outlines of the pres- 
ent topography were determined by water-courses, now either 
entirely obliterated, or else taking an inconsiderable part in 
the river system of this extensive area. 

It will be understood that what I have distinguished as 
cantera forms, with the exception of what I have called the 
limestone range, along the westergi base of which flows the 
Conchos, as much of the surface of Chihuahua as comes 
under observation in traversing the state by way of Presidio 
del Norte and the city of Chihuahua, as far west, as Cusihuiria- 
chic — a point pretty well up toward the summit of the Cor- 
dilleras, — and as far north as El Paso by the robd from the 
city of Chihuahua. This cantera overlies the Cretaceous fos- 
siliferous limestone, and is, I regard, a metamorphic upper 

member of that formation. 

• 

I now come to the point the importance of which alone could 
warrant me in troubling you with local descriptions, namely a 
(1) that the seat of the priucipal known silver deposits of 
eastern and middle Chihuahua, is the Cretaceous fossiliferous 
limestone ; and (2) that the seat of other great deposits is the 
overlying cantera; also, I akn disposed to think, of Cretaceous 
age, a metamorphosed superior zone of that formation. 

The Santa Eulalia range of mountains, one of the charac- 
teristic ranges already described, lies about half way between 
the Conchos and the city of Chihuahua. These mountains are 
mainly composed of quartziferous cantera, somewhat porphyr- 
itic ; but in the heart of them rises a boss of the underlying 
limestone in which are found the old Spanish silver mines of 
Santa Eulalia. Coextensive with this elevation of the lime- 
stone, and conflned to it, is the mining ground comprising an 
area of not more than five square miles. From 1705 to 1791, 
during a period of 86 years these mines, according to official 
records, yielded $100,000,000 on which the quinto or King's 
fifth was paid to the royal exchequer. To this product from a 
fifth to a third more is to be added for yield clandestinely ob^ 
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tained. The boss rises some eight hundred feet above the bor- 
dering plains and some five hundred feet above its immediate 
base. It is scored by water-courses, giving rise to deep ca- 
nons, in the bottoms of which and along whose bluffs the mines 
have been opened wherever access by bridle paths could be 
got, while the tops of the limestone hills have likewise afforded 
entrance. The silver deposits are of a very irregular descrip- 
tion. The bulk of them is an invisible chlorid of silver mi- 
nutely diffused through a decomposed and ferruginous matrix, 
sometimes associated with a low gi'ade of argentiferous galena, 
and sometimes with salts of lead, and varying in richness 
from twenty-five dollars to one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
per ton. Occasionally rich pockets are found in which occur 
visible sulphurets of silver, and crystals of horn-silver. This 
argentiferous material is found with quartz, gypsum and calo- 
spar, disposed between planes of stratification, or oblique joints 
in the beds; or in irregular decomposed courses in massiTe 
beds : sometimes thoroughly disseminated through a portion of 
a bed or a number of beds, and occasionally in drusy cavites. 
No particular choice seems to be given to any bed or any set 
of beds, but all alike have been, and are still, worked with 
much the same results. The whole series of beds is exceed- 
ingly cavernous. Natural caves, into which workings lead, 
were shown me capable of holding, it is said, the great cathe- 
dral of Chihuahua. This remarkable and unique character of 
the deposits has led both to vei-tical and horizontal workings. 
The same beds which are entered by caverns in the elevated 
portion, are reached by shafts in the bordering canons, as the 
dips bear them from above water level. All the beds are more 
or less fossiliferous. InoceramuSj Radiolites^ Pecten^ and a 
well preserved coral, together with other Cretaceous forms, 
being found outside any of the mines, but generally on weath- 
ered surfaces from which it is difficult to remove them. 

Besides the silver deposits in the Cretaceous limestone of 
Sierra Rica and Santa Eulalia, the intermediate limestone 
range at many points sustains a similar metalliferous charac- 
ter — argentiferous galena being well known in Mexico to 
occur in the Cuchillo Parado, in the Chupaderos and the Choi^ 
reras; while, in Texas, I saw in the possession of Major 
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Greneral Merritt, stibnite and galena from the Chanate Monn- 
tains — probably from the same fossiliferoas Cretaceous 
horizon — inasmuch as I have a Fecten of that period from the 
same locality. 

Another slight isolated elevation of the limestone, on a pro- 
longation of the axis of the forementioned range, occurs low to- 
ward the base of the Sierra de Magistral between the city of 
Chihuahua and Cusihuiriachic. This locality is also well 
known as an old mining ground. The excellent silver mines 
of Corralitas, according to the Mexican Boundary Survey, are 
likewise in bkie limestone, and though its age has not been 
determined, I may venture to predict it will likewise prove to 
be Cretaceous. (Rep. Mex. Bound. Surv. n, p. 1, Vol. I, 12.) 

Throughout its development, the cantera of the mountains, 
or the metamorphic Cretaceous, as I believe it to be, also sus- 
tains a highly metalliferous character. With the exception of 
the limestone range (including the localities already men- 
tioned) it is the seat of all the silver deposits within the sec- 
tion of country visited by me as far west as Cusihuiriachic, 
and undoubtedly considerably farther, as evidences taken at 
second hand tend to show. Gold as well as silver occurs in 
this formation. 

The extensive old Spanish silver mines of Cieneguilla richly 
affording horn-silver in brecciated fissures traversing the can- 
tera are located some sixty-five miles south-west of the city of 
Chihuahua. Some fifteen miles still farther south-west are the 
remarkable mines of Cusihuiriachic. The mining village of 
that name has an altitude of six thousand two hundred and 
seventy-five feet. Above it rises the bufa of the same name 
one thousand six hundred and forty-three feet. The fianks. of 
this mountain, whose outlines have been determined by ero- 
sion, are traversed by noble fissures filled out with a complex 
vein-stuff of great richness in silver. A nimiber of specimens, 
selected, but averaged according to grade, collected and as- 
sayed by myself, 3delded from one hundred and forty dollars 
to thirteen hundred and fifty dollars per ton. These mines, 
under a practice both rude and desultory, have produced, 
in the course of two centuries, some $100,000,000. The 
quartziferous character of the cantera here predominates. 

A. A. A. 8. VOL. XVm. S8 
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Here, as elsewhere, the more exposed portions exhibit the 
most strongly marked metamorphie aspect, as if its metamor- 
phism had b^n effected by molecular and chemical changes of 
an alomino-silicious or felspathic, and perhaps somewhat cal- 
careous and magnesian, aggregate, under the influence of the 
atmosphere and percolating waters. As tending to such a 
view, it will be necessary only to instance, besides its strati- 
graphical conditions and attitude, the apparent elimination of 
its more soluble ingredients as indicated both by the vesicular 
character of weathered surfaces, and by the remarkable fact 
that in all low places wherever the cantera is extensively de> 
veloped, a rubble is found cemented by a carbonated base. 
This cementing material seems to have been derived from 
mineral percolations springing from the surperincumbent rocks. 
Such a concrete is found also under the detritus which, sup- 
plied by the cantera of the mountains,, covers the valley-plfdns. 
Another observation bearing on this point, is the frequent oc- 
currence of the soft earthy aggregate, or the typical canUera 
(building-stone) as a portion of the formation', particularly at 
the base of mountains, below or near natural drainage. More- 
over, the canteray both hard and soft, indicates in part a detrital 
origin by its inclosure of breccia and pebbles, thus bearing 
out the general impression it gives of altered felspathic 
sediments. 

Professor Gabb has recently called attention to the occur- 
rence of Texan Cretaceous fauna in Sonora, where they were 
found by the late Mr. Bimond, as going to show a ^^ water 
communication between the great Cretaceous sea that covered 
so much of what is now the central portions of our continent, 
on the one side, and the Pacific on the other. The recogni- 
tion of the Cretaceous near Arivechi in Sonora, according to 
Mr. Gabb, was only the second locality reported of its occur- 
rence in the whole area of Mexico, the other being in the State 
of Puebla. 

Although the metamorphie Cretaceous is, through the labors 
of the California Survey, well known in numerous localities in 
the coast ranges, as a seat of gold deposits and the Jurassic, 
east of the Cordilleras within the territory of the United States, 
of silver deposits, the instances which I have just given, of 
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the uneqaivocal foBsiliferous Gretaceoas, as well as a probable 
metamorphic and later zone of the same formation, as sources of 
silver ores, are the first, I believe, yet brought to light in North 
America. The only similar occurrence of which I am aware is 
in Chili, where, according to Mr. R^mond, calcareous and fos- 
siliferous Cretaceous strata, the same as at Santa Eulalia, carry 
irregular silver deposits.* 



2. Rbiulbks on the Age and Relations of the Meta- 
KOBPHio Rocks of New Brunswick and Maine. By 
George F. Matthew and L. W. Bailey, of the Greo- 
logical Survey of Canada. 

The sediments to which the following remarks chiefly relate, 
are embraced in the most southerly of three spurs projecting 
to the north-east, firom that extensive tract of altered and often 
highly crystalline rocks which occupy the greater part of New 
England ; and lie between the unaltered Silurian of New Tork 
on the one hand, and the New Brunswick coal field on the 
other. 

Dr. Gesner, who made a geological survey of New Bruns- 
wick between the years 1838 and 1842, recognized the exist- . 
ence of granitic ridges in two of these spurs, and spoke of the 
slates in the central part of the Province as Cambrian, while 
those which lie near the Bay of Fundy were described as Silu- . 
rian. Subsequently the late Dr. James Robb, of King's Col- 
lege, Fredericton, in a geological map published about 1850, 
and in an explanatory chapter in Johnston's ^^ Report on the 
Agricultural Capabilities of New Brunswick," retained in the 
main this arrangement. In both cases it would appear that 
the classification was based upon the highly altered character 
of the rocks, and the paucity or entire absence of organic 
remains. 

* See an article by the writer in the American Journal of Arts and Sciences, 
vol. xlYiii, 1860, p. 878. Notes on the Geology of Western Texas and of Chlhaahna 
Mezieo. 
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Very little was added to our knowledge of these obscure 
and puzzling formations for a number of years. About the 
year 1858, one of the authors of this paper, Mr. George F. 
Matthew, began observations at the city of St. John, result- 
ing in discoveries which enabled Dr. J. W. Dawson to pro- 
nounce some of the deposits in that vicinity to be of Upper 
Devonian age. At the beginning of the present decade, a 
Greological Survey of the State of Maine, under Prof. C. H. 
Hitchcock, was undertaken, through which a knowledge of the 
age of some of the metamorphic rocks adjoining New Bruns- 
wick was obtained.* In the following year the characters of 
the metamorphic belt eastward of St. John were observed dur- 
ing a reconnoissance made for the Grovemment of New Bruns- 
wick by the authors of this paper, in connection with Prof. C. 
F. Hartt. We were enabled to show the existence of Lauren- 
tian, Huronian and Primordial strata in the tract examined, 
and of Upper Silurian in Charlotte County, as well as to indi- 
cate the wide distribution of Devonian sediments along the 
coast both east and west of the St. John River. A Ittxg^ 
area, however, of altered rocks between the latter and the 
border of Maine, still remained in great part unknown. 

When the work of the Geological Survey of Canada was ex- 
tended to this Province in 1868, the authors of this paper 
undertook the examination of the area to which reference has 
been made. The following remarks embrace the principal 
results obtained by us, together with a summary of the facts 
at present known with reference to the structure of this and 
the neighboring regions. 

Laubentian Series. 

The assemblage of rocks referred to this system occupy an 
area surrounded by more recent formations, about forty miles 
long and eight broad, extending from Mace's Bay, an indenta- 
tion of the Bay of Fundy, north-eastward into King's County. 
It is well exposed in the Narrows of the St. John River, a 
few miles northward of the city of the same name. 

The succession in this series is much obscured by faults 

* We 8haU have occasion to refer to the yolaminous obaerrations made in parts 
of the State Durther west, by Prof. Hitchcock, in the seqael. 
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and overlaps, but exhibits a repetition of beds similar in min- 
eralogical characters to that observable in the same series else- 
where. It presents a great body of gneiss, often granitoid in 
aspect, and inclades one or more bands of crystalline lime- 
stone, constituting veritable limestone formations many hun- 
dred feet in thickness, interstratified, however, with beds of 
qoartzite and diorite. The limestones are in some cases fine- 
grained, but in others very coarsely crystalline, and include 
workable beds of crystalline graphite. Some of the limestones 
are micaceous, and they are often mixed with a pale green 
translucent serpentine^ closely resembling that found in the 
Laurentian limestones of other parts of the continent. 

In the south-western part of Charlotte County there is 
another area and several small patches of granitic and syenitic 
gneiss,* with gneiss conglomerate, which, mainly on litholog- 
ical grounds, we are disposed to refer to the same formation. 
Limestones, however, are much less abundant in these than in 
the Laurentian of St. John County. 

Labradob Sesibs. 

Several hills of crystalline felspar rock, associated with 
hyper8thene,t and in some cases with magnetic iron, are found 
lying between the Laurentian and the Cambrian in St. John 
County. Dr. Hunt, who has recently visited the locality, con- 
siders them to be identical with the anorthosite felspar rocks 
of the Labrador or Upper Laurentian series, and is disposed 
to refer them to that formation. 

CAMBRTAN OB HUBONIAir Sbbibs. 

• 

The rocks referred to this series are exposed in two bands 
Extending north-eastward from near the city of St. John, each 
about thirty miles long and three or four wide. Their greatest 
observed thickness is about ten miles east of St. John, where 

* The largest exposare of these syenites has hitherto heen regarded as a part of 
the long granite ridge represented in maps heretofore made, as extending through 
the metamorphic area south of the coal-fleld. They are eyldently much older than 
the slates around them, and are quite different from the Nerepis granites to whioh 
we shall haye occasion to refer in the sequel. They are regarded by Dr. Hunt as 
true Laurentian roclcs. 

tThe hypersthene of this rock is sometimes In oleayable crystals one or two 
inches across. 
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it is apparently not less than seven thousand feet. West- 
ward this thickness becomes, within a short distance, very 
greatly reduced, and where the beds cross the St. John River 
does not exceed fifty feet. Beyond this point, in the same 
direction, they have not been recognized. 

The beds of this series consist mainly of hard felspathic 
rocks, ofben approximating to a petrosilex. They are more or 
less quartzose and generally epidotic, and vary in color from 
pale greenish or reddish to gray and dark gray. With them 
are associated considerable masses of diorite. At the base 
are hard red quartzose conglomerates and red argillaceous 
sandstones, and at the summit softer red sediments of the 
same color. In the finer felspathic rocks the stratification is 
often obscure, but may generally be detected in the coarser 
beds, which, towards both the base and summit, become a con- 
glomerate or breccia. 

In many of its features this group of rocks recalls the Huro- 
nian series of Canada, with which its stratigraphical relations 
would seem to make it equivalent. 

Lower Silvbian. 

This series includes about one hundred and fifty feet of 
slates (holding Paradoondes^ ConocepJialUea^ Agnostua and 
other trilobUea^ besides several genera of brachiopods), and an 
overlying mass, measuring not less than two thousand feet, 
of fiags and slates containing LingyJUe^ worm-burrows, &c. 
These rocks lie chiefiy in a narrow valley, about thirty 
miles long and four miles wide, between the ridges of 
Cambrian rocks mentioned above, and to which they are 
conformable. They are well exposed about the city of St. 
John, beyond which they extend but a short distance to th# 
westward. Strata of this age also cover portions of the Lau- 
rentian rocks north and west of St. John. 

The basal portion of this formation, in which alone trilobites 
have been found, was pronounced by Professor Hartt (in 1865), 
in a preliminary notice embodied in our report of that year, 
to be truly primordial, and equivalent to the Stage C of Bar- 
rande in Bohemia, a conclusion confirmed by Mr. Billings, 
who pronounced these rocks to be the same with those of the 
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''Lower Lingula Flags" of Great Britain, and in all proba- 
bility the same with the St. John Group of Newfoundland, 
and the Paradoxides beds of Braintree, Mass., while they repre- 
sent an horizon lower than that of the Potsdam of New York. 
The latter may be in part represented by the upper members of 
the St. John Group. 

Uffeb Silubian. 

Bocks of Upper Silurian age have been recognized by their 
oi^anic remains at Cobscook Bay in Washington County, 
Maine, and eastward of Passamaquoddy Bay in New Bruns- 
wick. The great metamorphism which these sediments have 
undergone, and the resemblance borne by many of them to 
those of the Devonian series, often render their recognition 
difiScult, but about Passamaquoddy Bay, where they are best 
exposed, and where they mainly constitute the larger islands 
which here skirt the coast, they appear to consist of a thick 
series of gray and dark gray, sometimes sandy, shales, black 
fissile carbonaceous slates, felsites (frequently amygdaloidal), 
and heavy beds of diorite. They are almost everywhere in- 
clined at high angles. 

A mass of gray felspathic slates, diorites and light colored 
felsites, described in previous publications under the provis- 
ional name of the Kingston series, has been supposed to ap- 
pertain to the group now under consideration. Our present 
knowledge is not sufficient to enable us,'in the absence of fos- 
sils, to pronounce confidently as to the age of these rocks, but 
from the data possessed by us we are inclined to regard them 
as including both Upper Silurian and Lower Devonian beds, in 
this respect resembling a portion of the slates bordering the 
great coal-basin to the north, in which fossils, belonging near 
the base of the last named group, have been found, and which 
will be again referred to in the sequel. 

From the Devonian series, to which the Kingston rocks 
bear some resemblance in lithological characters, they differ 
chiefly in their great uniformity over wide areas; for while 
the former (as will be presently shown) present very differ- 
ent aspects between the St. John River and the Passama- 
quoddy area, the latter, from the central portion of King's 
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County to where they disappear apon the coast, a distance of 
fifty miles, retain their peculiar features unaltered. 

Silubo-Devoniak.* 

That portion of the metamorphic area in southern New 
Brunswick not occupied by the rocks above described, consists 
of Siluro-Devonian strata and granite. Of these the latter 
forms a ridge of variable width, having Siluro-Devonian sedi- 
ments on each side. The two together probably occupy three- 
quarters of the metamorphic country south of the coal-field. 

Two principal divisions of these sediments may readily be 
distinguished on the south side of the granite ridge, viz. : — 

8t. John County, Charlotte C o u m if f. 

I Felflpathio slates. 

i7««^ { Gray sandstones, black slates. { Gray and black sDldons 
upper. I ««l)adoxylon sandstones." i slates. 



Lowes 
Dinsioir. 



r.MM«> S Limestones, felsltes, Ac, 
^'*"'^' I Conglomerates, local. 



TJVtVB, 
DIYIBIOX. 



Lower. 



( Conglomerates and diorites, 
"Co ■ * " 






^ordaite," 



I Fine-grained slates and ortho- 
L phyre, " do." 



Upper, < 



' Conglomerate and slate. 
Granitoid grit. 



I Conglomerates, flags and 
) diorites. 

{Gray and red ortiio- 
\ phyre. 

I Conglomerate and slate. 
) Gritty felsites. 



slates and lime- 1 Talcose slates and lime- 
stone. 



Talcoid (?) 
stone (thin and perhaps local). | 



The basal part of the Lower division, which about St. John 
and to the eastward of it consists of hard conglomerate rocks, 
is represented in the western part of the county of the same 
name by felsites, limestones and conglomerate. A projecting 
ridge of Laurentian gneiss intervenes between the two de- 
posits. Still farther west (as in Charlotte County) felspathic 
slates are found at this horizon. 

OranUes. — The mass of granite which extends from the 
Digdequash River in Charlotte County to the St. John River 

*A more extended knowledge of the Devonian rocks than we possessed at 
the time that onr Beport on the Geology of sonthem New Brunswick was writ- 
ten, has led as to modify the classiftcation of this series given there, and in an arti- 
cle on the Azoic and Palteozoic rocks of southern New Brunswick. The fossO- 
iferous portion included in those publications under the name of "Little River 
Group,'' is now divided, the " Dadoxylon Sandstone,'' being associated with the 
Bloomsbury series under the new designation of the Lepreau division, and the 
''Cordaite shales" connected with the Mispeck or upper division. AU the beds 
denominated ''Upper Bloomsbury" in the older report are included under the 
head of ** Lower Lepreau," and the " Mispeck" of the fbrmer publications in like 
.manner is spoken of as '* Upper Mispeck." 
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in Qaeen's County, is closely connected with the basal portion of 
this Silnro-Devonian series. These granites rise into lulls of 
considerable altitude, and may be well seen on the Nerepis and 
Musquash Rivers which cross the middle of the granite range. 
At the former stream the central portion of the mass consists 
of fine-grained, tawny felspathic granite or eurite, porphyritic 
with numerous crystals of felspar and rounded grains of quartz. 
On either side of this lie coarse red granites, also porphyritic, 
and holding occasional rounded lumps of gray gneiss and 
granite, or rarely a boulder of quartz-rock. At this horizon in 
the granitic mass the rock is often loose in texture and dis- 
tinctly laminated. This laminated structure results from the 
presence of numerous parallel planes in the rock, dipping at 
low angles. It is probable that these indicate half obliterated 
sedimentary layers, for, on the West Musquash River, the cliflb 
of this crumbling variety of granite present that irregularity 
of outline so often seen in sandstone deposits made up of 
beds of unequal hardness. The highest beds of granite con- 
tain but little quartz and mica and thus pass into crystalline 
felsites. 

Age of the Oranite. — The section of this mass of crystalline 
rocks exposed in the Nerepis valley exhibits their relations to 
the overlying slates very clearly. From the finer granites 
towards the centre of the mass we pass in descendiug this 
river to tawny syenite, with well defined hornblende crys- 
tals ; this is followed by red syenite, which in its turn gives 
place to a syenitic rock in which the hornblende does not ex- 
hibit distinct crystals, but is in the form of dark earthy spots 
in the red rock. The deposit which overlies this is one of dark 
yellowish or reddish crystalline felsite ; this differs from the 
syenite in holding a smaller proportion of quartz, but still con- 
tains much hornblende. In the upper one thousand (?) feet 
this rock is cryptocrystalline. Immediately upon this rests 
one hundred feet of somewhat slaty petrosilicious rock contain- 
ing SUuro-Devonian fossil shells. These rocks are covered by 
one hundred and fifty feet of dark gray crystalline felsite and 
diorite, which in its turn is overlaid by eighty feet of dark gray 
silicious slates, holding shells of the same genera as those in 
the lower beds. 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVm. 94 
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So far as can be judged from the exposures along this valley 
there appears to be a gradual passage from true granite through 
felsites to undoubted Siluro-Deyonian rocks. Though the 
same transition has not been elsewhere so clearly marked, yet 
at several points along the southern border of the granitic area 
facts may be noted which tend to confirm this intimate relation 
of the latter to the overlying Devonian strata. On the eastern 
shore of the St. Croix River in Charlotte County, ten miles 
above St. Andrews, is exposed a succession of granitoid rocks, 
resting upon Laurentian gneiss, which both in color and tex- 
ture recall the granites of the Nerepis range. They are of red 
or reddish gray colors, often weathering to a bright rusty red, 
and are, for the most part, an imperfect syenite, containing 
much red felspar and a soft green uncrystalline mineral allied 
to hornblende. Portions of the rock are highly epidotic. In 
descending the river these granitoid rocks are followed by, and 
seem to pass into, fine dark gray felspathic rocks, which are in 
turn succeeded by gray felspathic and epidotic sandstones. 
These latter, like similar beds in Perry, Maine, contain sheUs 
of Lingulee. 

On the western side of the river these red granitoid rocks 
form the major portion of the shore through Robbinston, in 
Maine. There are two objections to the view that the Nerepis 
granites are Devonian which may have some weight. In the 
slate country, between the granite ridge and the Bay of Fundy, 
where Upper Silurian and Siluro-^Devonian strata are upturned, 
and show their basset edges for many miles, no granitic 
rocks, or mass of sediments which in bulk and texture would 
represent them, appear at the base of the Siluro-Devonian. 
Again, the movements which ensued towards the close of the 
Devonian age, and in the interval between the latter and the 
unconformable deposition of Carboniferous sediments, would 
seem to have found in the area now occupied by the granites a 
resisting mass, against which the slates were pressed up on 
either side. Unless then such a barrier were afforded by the 
Laurentian gneiss, which both in western Charlotte and at 
Hampstead in Queen's County, are seen to lie beneath the 
granites of the Nerepis, these latter would appear to have been 
already metamorphosed and hardened prior to the deposition 
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of the overlying slaty deposits, or if in the condition of ordi- 
nary sandstones to have been at least more unyielding than 
these latter. 

The Hnronian formation of St. John County has many points 
of resemblance to the Siluro-Devonian series. A transforma- 
tion of grits and conglomerates of that series into red syenite 
was commented on by one of the authors of this paper in a 
former article.* But these lack the porphyritic structure and 
coarse texture of the Nerepis granite, and we could find no evi- 
dence of the presence of the older series in the tract where 
these granites occur. 

It may be noted as a significant fact in this connection, that 
at every point but one,t where the border of the granitic mass 
has been examined, Siluro-Devonian slates have been found to 
be neat them, and to dip away firom the granitic ridge on both 
sides. These slates (or petrosilicious rocks) on the south side 
of the ridge, belong to the Lower Division of the series, so 
that the granites, if they are altered sediments of the same 
series, are at the base of this lower division. 

It may be noted also, as tending to confirm this view, that 
near the granite in the metamorphic country north of the coal- 
field, fossil shells have been found indicating an horizon near 
the base of the Devonian series or at the summit of the Silu- 
rian. Should the slates containing these fossils be found to 
dip beneath the granite, which is coarsely porphyritic, and in 
other features bears much resemblance to the granites of the 
Nerepis, little doubt of the Silurian age of these latter will 
then exist.! 

On the whole, the facts thus far known strongly favor the 
view that the Nerepis granites are altered sandstone and grits 
at the base of the Siluro-Devonian series. 

DadoxyUm sandstone. — In St. John County a part of the 

* G. F. Matthew— Qnarterly Jonrnal of Geological Society, Nov., 1866. 

tin the ezceptioDal cases referred to the granitic rocks arebronght in contact 
with the Kingston series (Silaro-Devonian ?} by a fiiult and npthrow of the latter. 
Opposite to this point (where the granite approaches the Bay of Fondy) the lower 
beds in the coastal deposit of the Upper Devonian, more nearly resembles granite 
than elsewhere. 

X Such would appear to be the case in Nora Scotia, where along the sonthem side 
of the Annapolis Valley, a series of slates, holding an assemblage of shells of 
Lower Deronian aspect, are described by Dr. Dawson as dipping downward 
towards a mass of coarse porphjrritic granite. 
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Devonian strata have been called the ^' Dadozylon sandstones,*' 
on account of the nmneroas tmnks of trees of this genus imr 
bedded in the sandy layers. The formation here also contains 
an abundant and varied flora of the period, as well as remains 
of insects and crustaceans. Within the county, and for many 
miles beyond it to the westward, these sandstones are inter- 
calated with slaty beds. Immediately around the sandstone 
tract these slates are soft, black and carbonaceous ; farther to 
the westward they alternate with silicious layers ; and in the 
Nerepis Hills to the north-west, and about Passamaquoddy Bay 
to the south-west, the Siluro-Devonian slates, although dis- 
tinctly banded with alternating gray and black layers, are sili- 
cious throughout. 

Miapeck Rocks. — In passing upward, from the strata just 
described, to this division, a decided change may be ob- 
served. There is here a return to diorites, conglomerates 
and bright colored slates, such as may be seen in the lower 
series. These bright colored rocks are succeeded by pale 
green slates (" Cordaite"). In the Siluro-Devonian series they 
are represented by felspathic slates, fine grained homogeneous 
felspathic rocks, of dark gray (white weathering) and dusky 
red (bright red weathering) colors, which are often porphy- 
ritic with crystals of orthoclase, and become veritable ortho- 
phyres, or claystone porphyries, without any trace of lam^- 
ination, except that in a few places they exhibit distinct 
bands of color. These colored layers are in the lower portion 
of the mass. 

On the south side of the granitic ridge there is about the 
middle of this division a group of conglomerates and slate beds, 
differing from that at the base in the absence of dioritic and 
other green beds. These conglomerates are covered by a thick 
mass of altered grits, often granitoid in appearance, but at 
other times assuming the aspect of coarse talcose and fel- 
spathic schist or gritty felsites. 

Some impure earthy limestone beds, of no great thickness, 
with talcose and chloritic slates, are found at the summit of 
the series. 

Conditions of deposition. — It may be inferred, from the nature 
of the deposits in the Upper Devonian series, that by far the 
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greater part was of littoral origin, or deposited in shallow 
basins partly shut off from the sea.* 

From the Devonian and Siluro-Devonian rocks, to which 
the above remarks are limited, the slates on the north side 
of the granite ridge differ in their remarkable uniformity over 
large areas — a uniformity so great that exposures seventy 
or eighty miles apart present strata of exactly the same char- 
acter. In this respect they are more nearly in accord with the 
Kingston rocks, south of the granite. Although dipping off, 
therefore, ftom the latter on the north as the Siluro-Devonian 
slates do on the south, and though they present a succession 
of beds parallel to these in general aspect, we do not as yet 
feel confident in asserting that they are the same. « 

Granting the Devonian age of these rocks, the relation of 
the areas north-west and south-east of the granite ridge would 
appear to have been, as regards the conditions of deposition, 
very much the same at this time as during the Carboniferous 
era. In the open basin or pelagic area to the north, the strata 
present the following succession : 

Coaree granites, ' { Porphyritlo. 
Felsltes. 

1. Dark clay slateor carbonaceons sohiat. 

2. Micaoeons qnartzite or quarts on xnloa schist. 
8. Fine greenish micaceous slate. 

4. Coarse green micaceous slate. 

In the slates of No. 1, north of the Douglas Valley in 
Queen's County, plants which resemble those of St. John have 
been found. About twelve miles farther east numerous shells, 
crinoids and some trilobites occur in nearly horizontal beds of 
gray shale underlying dark gray silicious felsites. To the west 
fine grained ferruginous gneiss, micaceous quartzite, and mica 
slates occur in connection with this same division. In these 
mica slates well defined crystals of staurotidej andaltbaite and 
garnet have been developed. 

Nos. 3 and 4 are a succession of highly micaceous slates, 
pale green and argillaceous in the lower part, but of a brighter 
apple green tint and of a coarser texture in the upper. 

IHsturbances at the close of the Devonian age. — In the com- 

*The occurrence of land plants in the Lepreau Division on the St. Croix and 
Kerepis as well as at St. John, together with the occurrence of Cordaitet through 
the entire mass of the Lower Mispeck rocks, near the dty last named, leare little 
doubt of the correctness of this yiew. 
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position and structure of several of the groups to which the 
preceding rejnarks refer, many features present themselyes 
which suggest the latter portion of the Devonian Period, or the 
interval which elapsed between this and the opening of the 
Carboniferous era, as having been in this part of the continent 
one of marked physical changes. Great alterations of level, 
marked by excessive denudation, had no doubt taken place m 
earlier periods, as at the close of the Laurentian, and towards 
or at the close of the Lower' Silurian Period, but as the 
Devonian age was drawing to a close movements of greater 
magnitude, and involving all the formations of earlier date, 
would seem to have taken place in this portion of Acadia. 

The features to which reference has been made, consist in 
the metamorphism and debituminization of the sediments, as 
well as in the extreme plications of the strata, accompanied 
by the production of a slaty cleavage in the more schistose 
beds. In these plications the Devonian beds have been af- 
fected equally with those of the Cambrian and Primordial, 
while on the denuded edges of both the Lower Carboniferous 
sediments rest unconformably. The first indications of these 
changes which we have are to be found in the passage beds 
between the Lepreau and Mispeck divisions of the Devonian 
series. A rapid decrease in the dip of the slates at this hor- 
izon, observed at several points in the littoral zone south of 
the granite range, probably marks the b^inning of the great 
displacements which culminated at the close of this age. 

It has already been said that the great gneiss-granite range 
in the centre of the southern metamorphic belt continued to be 
a stable area against which the slates were pushed up. This 
is very clearly seen on its south-east side, where a law of dis- 
placement, similar to that traced out by Rogers in the Alle- 
ghanies, and by Sir W. E. Logan among the rocks of the 
Quebec Group, holds. Instances of it may be seen in the east- 
em part of St. John County, where the lower Cambrian slates 
are met with on the south-east side of a fold, and the higher 
beds of the same formation with primordial slates on the other. 
In the western part of the same county similar displacements 
may be seen, having the strata uplifted on the south-east side. 
But the most strongly marked break is one nearer to the 
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granite ridge ; this fault runs parallel to it for forty miles, with 
the Siluro-Devonian slates on the north-west side, and slates 
of the Kingston series on the south-east. 

The same granitic axis has also played an important part in 
influencing the direction of cleavage planes in the slates. 
These on both sides of the ridge are parallel to its general 
course, and dip away from it on each side ; even where the 
course of the slates changes, the direction of the slaty cleavage 
remains the same, so that masses of the Devonian rocks are 
sometimes seen in which the cleavage planes cross the strike 
of the beds at right angles. 

The Silubo-Dbvonian in Mains. 

Having found, contrary to expectation, that the rocks in the 
greater part of the metamorphic country in New Brunswick, 
near the United States border, are of Devonian age, and since 
the various bands of slate on the British side have been traced 
through portions of Maine, by Professor C. H. Hitchcock and 
others connected with the survey of that state, we venture to 
offer here some suggestions and conjectures on the probable 
age of the schists, granites, etc., in the south-eastern half of 
Maine. 

The granite ridge of southern New Brunswick, to which al- 
lusion has frequently been made in preceding pages, enters 
the State of Maine in the township of Calais. It is here repre- 
sented by a thick body of conglomerate-gneiss (composed of 
dark syenitic pebbles, from two inches to as many f^et in di- 
ameter, enclosed in a white granitic, often porphyroid,' matrix), 
dark syenitic gneiss and white granite, which we believe to be 
Laurentian, and a mass of red weathering coarse granitoid 
rocks which may represent those of the Nerepis, and perhaps 
constitute the basal portion of the Siluro-Devonian. Both of 
these are probably represented in the granitic district of south- 
eastern Maine, which, according to Professor Hitchcock, is 
continuous to the sea in the vicinity of Jonesport. 

To the eastward of this ridge we appear to have chiefly Si- 
luro-Devonian rocks, with occasional bands of upturned Upper 
Silurian. The '^traps'' of this area correspond to the diorites, 
etc., at the base of the upper division, and the ^^red jasper" 
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' to the red felsites and orthophyre above them. It is probable 
that the lower division will be but meagrely represented, and 
the upper half of the upper division wanting in this tri^^t, 
such being the case around Fassamaquoddy Bay. 

On the north-west side of the granite ridge noted, we again 
meet, in New Brunswick, Devonian slates, now in their pelagic 
aspect. On the Maine border, above Baring, these consist of 
fine-grained gray gneiss and micaceous quartzite, the former 
dipping towards and abruptly meeting the gneiss conglomerate 
above alluded to, within which along the line of junction small 
pieces of the Devonian gneiss are imbedded, as though frag- 
ments of the latter had sunk in the pasty mass.* Farther 
north these Devonian beds are folded and dip northward, pass- 
ing beneath a heavy body of fine greenish and grayish micace- 
ous slate, which here represent, perhaps, some portion of the 
Siluro-Devonian series. 

A similar arrangement is indicated by Professor Hitchcock, 
who represents the slates or schists north of Baring as lying in 
a basin between the granitic ridge above named, and another 
which crosses the northern part of Washington County, and is 
supposed to connect through the northern part of Hancock 
County with the granitic masses around Mount Desert on the 
coast. On the southern side of this last granitic ridge, and 
forming the northern side of the trough are a series of beds, 
described as quartz-rock and calciferous mica schist, and which 
are said to be the same as those known to extend through York 
County, N. B., towards the Bay de Chaleur. This belt of 
rocks has been recognized, with essentially the same features, 
by one of the authors of this paper, on the St. John River 
above Fredericton, and about Grand Lake in the eastern 
Schoodic region, in the State of Maine. As observed by the 
latter, it consists of clay slates f and thick intercalated beds 
of quartzite, etc., rather than of mica schist, and if, as may be 

* Dr. Dawson, in his "Acadian Geology" (2d ed., p. 499), describes a similar 
occurrence in the case of the Devonian rocks on the south side of the Annapolis 
Valley. These slates, holding fossils of Lower Devonian aspect, are described as 
dipping into a great mass of white granite, the slates near the Junction having 
been turned into gneissoid rock holding garnets, wliile numerous angular frag- 
ments are enclosed in the granite, which also sends veins into the slates. 

fit is in this band of slates that fossils of Devonian aspect have been obtained 
by Mr. C. Bobb, north-east of Fredericton. 
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the case, it here represents the rocks of the Lower Devonian 
series, it more nearly resemble these as seen near St. John 
than those above alluded to as forming the soathem side of 
the trough now under consideration. 

The granites on the north side of this basin, both in New 
Brunswick and Maine, are coarsely porphyritic. They have 
recently been examined on the St. John River, where along 
their southern border they are of a reddish tint, containing 
both orthoclase and albite or oligoclase. Farther north the 
rock is of a lighter color, consisting of a gray granite (with 
white orthoclase and black mica), and sometimes contains 
masses of dark micaceous quartzite. At several points it is 
overlaid by gray gneiss, holding bands of micaceous quartzite, 
which also constitute the rocks first seen on the northern slope 
of the granitic mass. These may be the '^ argillo-micaceous 
schists," described by Professor Hitchcock as holding a simi- 
lar position in Maine, and which are said to extend in an " es- 
sentially unaltered form to the Saco River," in fact nearly 
reaching the south-west comer of the State. At this end of the 
basin, where probably the lower beds are exposed, the rock 
contains garnets, staurotide and kyanite. Along the north- 
east side (in Northport) it holds andalttsite. If these rocks 
represent here the lower part of the Devonian slates, as the 
mica schists holding a similar position and containing the same 
minerals do in the central parts of Charlotte County, the 
geology of this portion of America will be greatly simplified. 

There is a belt of granite associated with masses of ob- 
scurely stratified gneiss and beds of pyritiferous mica-schist, 
extending along the coast of Maine, from Portland eastward 
to the mouth of the Penobscot River, which, as described in 
Professor Hitchcock's Report, resembles the Laurentian series 
of New Brunswick. With this exception and possibly that of 
the belt of slates and quartzites* which skirt the southern 
edge of the northern granite belt, nearly all the foifmations of 
south-eastern Maine might, on lithological grounds, be com- 

*Aboiilder compoaed of rock, not distiDguishable flrom these quartzites, haa 
been fonnd by Mr. Charles Bobb, near the Eel Biver in York County, which con- 
tains several unmlstakeable fragments of graptolites. Should these be found to 
characterize this belt, the latter would of course be referred to the Lower Silurian, 
which as seen in St. John, they resemble quite as closely as they do the Devonian. 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVm. 96 
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pared with those of the Siluro-Deyonian and Deyonian series 
in New Brunswick. Among these, however, may be islands 
or ridges of older rock, as is probably the case at some points 
along the eastern border. 

One object in preparing these remarks has been partly to 
enable New England geologists to test the value of our work 
in New Brunswick, bearing on the geology of Maine. As 
it may assist in the discovery of oi^anic remains in the 
Devonian rocks of that State, we may add. that with us the 
Mispeck division is almost devoid of such, so far as we know, 
except to the eastward of St. John, where plant remains occur 
sparingly in the lower half ('^cordaite shales"). The Lepreau 
division is the great repository both for these and for marine 
organisms. Plants are more abundant in the upper and more 
silicious half (equivalent to the Dadoxylon sandstone), and 
shells with a few plants in the lower. 

It may be inferred that the discovery of such remains in the 
metamorphic tracts of New England is not improbable, from 
the fact that they are met with in New Brunswick, only a few 
miles from points where the slatefs are so highly altered as to 
be fiUed with crystals of andalusite, staurotide and garnet. 

NOTB. 

It is proper to add here that the foregoing article will be 
found to differ in several particulars from that presented and 
read under the same title, by one of the authors, at the meet- 
ing in Salem. The alterations referred to have been deemed 
necessary from the result of farther investigation of the fossils 
upon which some of the conclusions therein given were based. 
At the date of the preparation of the original article these fos- 
sils were regarded by a competent authority as probably Upper 
Devonian, and this age was accordingly assigned to the whole 
of the associated strata. Having, however, since discovered, 
at the basef of the strata thus designated, beds which contain 
forms apparently of Upper Silurian type, we have given this 
assemblage of beds the more comprehensive title of ^' SOuro- 
Devonian," intending thereby to indicate a geological horizon 
near the junction of these two formations, and including there- 
fore both Upper Silurian and Lower Deyonian forms of life. 
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It will follow from the same fact, as indicated above, that the 
Nerepis granites, before looked apon as probably Lower De- 
Tonian, must now be regarded as of Upper Silurian age, if not 
of still greater antiquity. 

lasts of the fossils referred to above, with more detailed 
descriptions of the formations in which they occur, will shortly 
appear in the Reports of the Geological Survey of Canada. — 
L. W. BaUeyj Aprily 1870. 



8. On the Valley of the Amazon. By James Obton, of 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

From the Atlantic shore to the foot of the Andes, and from 
the Orinoco to the Paraguay, stretches the great valley of the 
Amazon. Its area, of two millions and a half square miles, 
would contain the basins of the Mississippi, the Danube, the 
Nile and the Hoang-Ho. It lies between three grand eleva- 
tions : on the north are the highlands of Guiana ; on the south 
rise the table-lands of Matto-Grosso ; on the west stand the 
Andes. The valley begins at such an altitude that on the 
westernmost edge vegetation differs as much from the vegeta- 
tion at Para, though in the same latitude, as the flora of Canada 
from the flora of the West Indies. The greater part, however, 
is an extensive plain very slightly^ inclined towards the 
Atlantic. 

From the mouth of t^e Napo to the ocean, a distance of 
1800 miles in a straight line, the slope is one foot in five miles. 
Professor Agassiz gives the average slope as hardly more than 
a foot in ten miles ; but this is based on the farther assertion 
that the distance from Tabatinga to the seashore is more than 
2000 miles in a straight line. It is not 1600. At Coca, on the 
Napo, the altitude is 850 feet, according to my own observa- 
tions ; at Tingo Maria on the Huallaga, it is 2200 feet, accord- 
ing to Hemdon; at the junction of the Negro with the 
Cassiquiari it is 400 feet, according to Wallace, and at the 
mouth of the Marmori it is 800 feet) according to Gibbon ; 
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while at the Pongo de Manseriche^ where the Amazon leaps 
from the Andes for the last time, the altitude is 1600 feet, ac- 
cording to Hamboldt. 

These barometrical measurements represent the basin of the 
Great River as a trough lying parallel to the Equator, the south 
side having double the inclination of the northern, and the 
whole narrowing and gently sloping eastward. Furthermore, 
the channel of the Amazon is not in the centre of this basin, 
but lies to the north of it. Thus the hills of Almeyrim rise 
directly from the river, while the ilrst falls on the Tocantins, 
Xingu and Tapajos occur nearly 200 miles above their mouths. 
The rapids of San Gabriel on the Negro are 175 miles from 
the Amazon, while the first obstruction to the navigation of 
the Madeira are 100 miles farther from the Great River. 

No region on the globe of equal extent has such a monoto- 
nous geology. On the north is the low, level water-shed be- 
tween the Amazon and Orinoco, composed of granite and 
gneiss slightly covered with debris ; there is a total absence of 
sedimentary rocks.* On the south is the high plateau of Bra- 
zil, consisting of horizontal strata of palaeozoic age, nowhere 
covered by secondary or tertiary deposits.f On the west are 
the porphyritic peaks of the Andes. Around the rim of the 
basin are the out-croppings of a cretaceous deposit ; this is the 
first chapter in its known geologic history. But above this, 
lining the whole valley from New Granada to the Aj^entilie 
Republic, are the following formations : 

First, a stratified accumulation of sand ; second, a series* of 
laminated clays of divers colors and generally without a peb- 
ble ; third, a fine, compact sandstone;^ fourth, a course, porous 
sandstone, highly ferruginous ; and finally, over the undulating 
surface of the last, there was left an ochraceous, unstratified 
sandy clay, resembling in composition the inundation mud of 
the Rhine and Nile. The total thickness of these beds can- 
not be less than 1000 feet. The ferruginous sandstone alone 
is over 800 feet thick ; but the table topped hills of Almeyrim 
are almost the sole relics. If the plausible theory be true 
that these are the mementoes of a colossal denudation, the 
history of the Amazonian Valley is quite different from that 

• Evan Hopkins, F. Q. S. 
t Dr. Lund. 
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of the Pampas where there is no eyidence of much superficial 
denudation. The trend of these hills, east and west, would 
indicate that the denuding force came from the Andes. 

It is a question to what period this vast accumulation is to 
be assigned. The earlier observers pronounced it of marine 
origin, Humboldt calling it Old Red Sandstone, and Martins, 
Kew Red. It can be neither of these, for it overlies the cre- 
taceous. Professor Agassiz gives it a post-tertiary date and 
firesh-water origin* It is "drift (he says), the glacial deposit 
brought down from the Andes and worked over by the melting 
of the ice which transported it." The Professor farther de- 
clares that these deposits " show no sign whatever of a marine 
origin ; no sea-shells nor remains of any marine animal have 
as yet been found throughout their whole extent ; tertiary de- 
posits have never been observed in any part of the Amazonian 
basin." In the words of Mr. Lyell:*" Professor Agassiz has 
hazarded the startling conjecture that the Amazonian basin 
was closed up and converted into a lake by the terminal 
moraine of a glacier which stretched for thousands of miles 
from west to east and entered the sea under the equator. But 
this distinguished naturalist, Lyell continues, candidly con- 
fesses that he failed to discover any of those proofs which we 
are accustomed to regard, even in temperate latitudes, as essen- 
tial for the establishment of the former existence of glaciers 
where they are now no more. No glaciated pebbles, or far 
transported angulasr blocks with polished and striated sides, no 
extensive surface of rock, smooth and traversed by rectilinear 
ftuTOws, were observed " * 

It is true that neither Bates, Wallace nor Agassiz found any 
marine fossils on the banks of the Great stiver. But these 
explorers ascended no farther than Tabatinga. Two hundred 
miles west of that fort is the little village of Pebas at the con- 
fluence of the Ambiyacu. In December, 1867, it was my for- 
tune, in coming down from the Andes by the Rio Napo and 
Maranon, to stop at this place. In the high bank on which 
the village stands, I discovered a fossiliferous bed interstratified 
with the variegated clays so peculiar to the Amazon. It was 
crowded with marine, or at least brackish-water shells ! They 
belonged to the genera NerUina^ TurboniUa, MescUiay TeUina 

*LyeU'B Pfinc(pkSy 1, 468-9. 
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and the new genus Pachydon resembling Isocardia. They 
were all new species, excepting a Neritina pupa^ which, by the 
retention of its peculiar markings and by its being a living 
West Indian species, points to a recent era. I may add, that 
a sample of the red clay from a different locality, was exam- 
ined under the microscope at my request by Professor Clark, 
who reported '' fragments of gasteropod shell and bivalve casts." 
Moreover, mingled with the clay deposit along the river are 
seams of a highly bituminous lignite. I traced it from near 
the mouth of the Curary on the Napo to Loreto on the Mara- 
non, a distance of about 400 miles. It also occurs at Iquitos, 
where it is used as friel.* 

From these facts, I infer : first, that the Amazonian clay 
formation cannot be referred to the ice-period, but is late ter- 
tiary, and like the Fampean mud may be an estuary deposit; 
second, that we have some grounds for the supposition that 
not many ages ago there was a connection between the 
Caribbean Sea and the Upper Amazon ; in other words, that 
Guiana has only very lately ceased to be an island. Cor- 
roborative of this is the fact that there is no mountain range 
on the water-shed between the Orinoco and the Negro and 
Japura, but the three rivers are joihed by natural canals; 
third, that in tertiary times, a shallow sea separated into 
islands Guiana, Brazil and the Andes, and that the med- 
iterranean portion, where now lies the Amazonian basin, was 
rendered brackish by the influx of fresh-water from these 
highlands ; that the moment the slight elevation took place 
between Guiana and the Andes, and Brazil and the Andes, the 
accumulating floods were turned eastward and ploughed a deep 
channel which is now called the Amazon. The fine laminated 
beds show that they were deposited in quiet waters which be- 
came turbulent as they became shallow as indicated by the 
coarse sandstone on the top of the series. 

But "it is contrary to aU our knowledge of geological de- 
posits (says Frofessor Agassiz) to suppose that an ocean basin 
of this 6ize, which must have been submerged during an im- 
mensely long period, in order to accumulate formations of such 

*Mr. Haxwell has Binoe found many more fossil shells in the south hanks of the 
Maranon, thirty miles below Pehas, and the natives say they oocor also at Omap 
guas and up the Ambiyaou. 
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a thickness, should not 'contain numerous remains of the ani- 
mals formerly inhabiting it." To this objection I reply that 
the paucity of shells is as remarkable in the similar deposit on 
the Rio Plata, and farther, that negative eyidence \b no evi- 
dence at all. To quote the language of Mr. Darwin, the dis- 
covery of the Febas shells " is one more most striking instance 
how rash it is to assert that any deposit is not a marine forma- 
tion because it does iilot contain fossils." 



4. The Plasticity of Pebbles and Bocks. By William 
P. Blake, of San Francisco, Cal. 

At the Newport meeting of this Association in 1860, the at- 
tention of the members was directed by Mr. Charles H. Hitch- 
cock to the peculiar elongated structure of the conglomerate at 
Purgatory.* In that communication and in a subsequent 
elaborate paper by the late Professor Hitchcock, published in 
the ^^ American Journal of Science," f ^t was maintained that 
the pebbles composing the Newport and other conglomerates 
had been elongated, compressed and distorted by tension and 
pressure after having been rendered plastic by an elevation of 
temperature. 

Objections were made at the Newport meeting to this view 
'of the origin of the structure, one eminent geologist and 
physicist. Professor Bogers, arguing that these pebbles had 
not been drawn out, that their original forms as deposited 
had not been changed, but that their peculiar elongated 
forms were due entirely to their having been moulded by 
wave action out of oblong fragments of the original meta- 
morphic rocks. 

At subsequent meetings the subject has been more fblly dis- 
cussed, and there yet appears to be considerable difference in 
opinion among geologists, upon the origin of this peculiar 
elongated and flattened structure. Other localities have been 

* " Geology of the Island of Aqaidneck,'' Proc. Amer. Absoc, ziy, 1860. 
t Amer. Jouni. Science [2], tttI, 87S, May, 1861. 
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noticed in Yermont* and in Maine,t and I now present some 
fresh evidence from the distant regions of Arizona and Cali- 
fomia upon this interesting question. 

In Arizona Territory, near La Paz upon the Colorado River, 
there are extensive outcrops of a conglomerate made up of a 
paste of micaceous schist filled with pebbles of granular 
quartz, varying in size from an inch, or less, in diameter to 
masses weighing many pounds. 

These pebbles, in general, present phenomena of elongation 
and compression similar to those of the Newport conglomerate. 
They give even more conclusive evidence of having been drawn 
out and compressed. 

Elongated forms, with flattened drawn-out ends, blending at 
times with the mica schist are most common. The pebbles 
generally separate easily from the matrix and the ground is 
covered with those that have been detached by weathering, and 
which are now mingling with the modem alluvial drift. All 
these pebbles are uniform in texture and appear to have origi- 
nally been much water-worn and well rounded by attrition. 
Some of the pebbles show that they have been broken across 
in several places, in different directions, and that the fragments 
have been reunited or reconsolidated as strong as before. 

I was formerly skeptical in regard to the asserted distortion 
and plasticity of the Newport pebbles, and favored the expla- 
nation that the elongated forms were produced by wave-action, 
but the examination of the Arizona conglomerate convinces 
me that not only it, but the Newport conglomerates, and those 
of many other localities, have been distorted and drawn out 
and compressed. I am sure that the examination of the oat- 
crops would satisfy even the most skeptical. 

But the evidence of distortion of hard rocks on the Pacific 
Coast does not rest with the Arizona conglomerates only, it is 
found on a large scale upon the flanks of the Sierra Nevada of 
California. Those who have ascended the lower slopes of the 
range in the gold region are familiar with the remarkable out- 

* B7 Professor Hitchcock. See Final Beport upon tlie Geology of Vermont. 

t B7 Professor Charles H. Hitchcock. Preliminary Report upon the Geology sf 
Maine, 1861. The distortion of rigid pebbles appears to haye been noticed by Pro- 
fessor Edward Hitchcock, as early as 1833. See Beport upon the Geology of Mas- 
sachusetts. 
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crops of slates well described by the name of '^gravestone 
slates," given to them by the miners ficom their resemblance to 
gravestones. They stand above the earth in long lines, like 
tall tomb-stones, and are sometimes ten or fifteen feet high, 
■and are not over three or four feet broad at the base. 

These slates vary in composition ; some are like roofing slate, 
others are arenaceous, and some are semi-metamorphosed con- 
glomerates with small pebbles. They are principally of the 
secondary period. 

An examination of these remarkable slates shows that their 
I)eculiar form is due to the elongation of the grains which com- 
pose them, and consequently of the whole mass. The con- 
glomerates show the elongation with the greatest distinctness. 
In some outcrops pebbles appear to have been stretched as 
much as twice or three times their original length or diameter. 
They are not only drawn out but flattened so as to become 
long lenticular masses, thus giving a slaty structure to a rock 
originally made of rounded pebbles. Examples might be mul- 
tiplied almost indefinitely. Vast masses of rock have been 
thus acted on, and this drawing out and elongation of moun- 
tain masses of rock is more common than has been generally 
supposed. 

All these phenomena indicate that the flexure or folding of 
rocky strata on a large scale must give rise to great tension 
upon the outer curve of the bend. Professor Hitchcock 
supposes the tension by which the rocks were elongated 
to have been produced in this way in some cases. He remarks 
also, that the Vermont rocks appear to be stretched in the 
direction of the dip, while at Newport they are elongated hori- 
zontally. Nearly all the examples in California show the 
elongation to be in the direction of the dip. But I believe the 
rocks to have been subjected to a much greater elongation than 
can have been given by any folding. I regard them as having 
been subjected to direct tension over large areas, and generally 
in vertical or highly inclined planes. Moreover, these elon- 
gated masses do not appear in such positions that we can re- 
gard them (at least in most cases) as forming portions of 
great anticlinal arches. They may form the sides of great 
synclinal troughs and have been under great tension during 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVm. 96 



202 B. NATUBAL HISTOBT. 

subsidence of a mass of formations in the centre of the 
trough. 

It may here be observed that this great elongation of rock 
masses, and the flattening of all the grains of sand and of peb- 
bles which compose them (an elongation in some cases to twice 
or three times their original length), has been accomplished at 
the expense of their thickness. Thus strata so elongated are 
much thinner than in their unstretched condition: This is a 
consideration which bears directly upon the discussion of the 
probable height of anticlinal folds. 

With regard to the condition of the quartz pebbles, and of 
the rocks during the process of elongation, there is room for 
wide speculation and a variety of hypotheses. Scrope, Beau- 
mont, Scheerer, Hunt and others, maintain that all the deep- 
seated rocks become plastic. We cannot, of course, easUy 
conceive how this distortion of the hard pebbles could have 
been effected when in their ordinary condition. That rocks are 
much softer in the bed or quarry than after they have been 
raised and exposed to the air, is a familiar fact to all miners 
and quarrymen. This softness of rocks may perhaps be, and 
probably is, increased by an elevation of temperature. We 
may legitimately invoke the agency of heat and wat^ to aid 
us in accounting for these interesting phenomena, but I con- 
ceive that it is not necessary for us to believe that these 
changes of form were effected at very elevated temperatures. 
There does not appear to have been anything like semifusion or 
viscidity of the mass, and when I use the term plasticity I do 
not connect with it t)ie idea of any great softening produced 
by heat. The consideration of the phenomena leads me rather 
to the conclusion that enormous and long continued pressure 
and tension, at a moderate elevation of temperature, perhaps 
(but not necessarily so), have been sufllcient to produced the 
molecular movement of these hard and apparently unyielding 
materials. Water permeating the mass, or the vapor of water, 
may faciliate this movement, but there does not appear to 
me to have been any condition involving a great chemical 
change. The evidences of fiuch changes are wanting. Me- 
chanical force alone appears to have been the agent. This I 
not only consider to have been the cause of the distortion of 
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pebbles and rocks, bat to have been sufficient to reunite frag- 
ments of pebbles or rocks so as to make them homogeneous. 
This may be by some considered as an example of cementation 
by solutions — a kind of rock regelation — which certainly 
might occur and probably does, but we are not precluded from 
the conception of the possibility of the fragments being 
reunited simply by pressure, when under fayorable conditions. 
I may here refer, in support of this view, to the beautiM ex- 
periments made by Mr. Hungerford at the Chicago meeting, in 
reuniting the fragments of ice when at such a low temperature 
as to preclude the idea of there being any fusion of the con- 
tiguous surfaces of the fragments. Examples of the mobility 
of the particles of metals at our ordinary temperatures are nu- 
merous and familiar. 

Lead at a temperature below fusion is forced by hydraulic 
pressure into pipe ; every coin and medal has been moulded by 
pressure, and iron may be forged or drawn into wire either hot 
or cold. Tersca* has shown that under enormous pressures 
solids can be made to flow in the same manner as liquids or 
that in their movements they follow the same law. If a strong 
cylindrical mould be taken, open at one end and partly closed 
at the other, discs of iron placed in it may be forced out of the 
small opening by powerful pressure from a follower or piston 
in the cylinder, and these discs are changed into cylinders or 
* a mass of elongated cones. It may here be observed, inciden- 
tally, that in this we appear to have a direct illustration of the 
mode of formation of the curious forms found in rocks called 
stylolites, and of those generally known as ''cone within 
cone," described by Professor Marsh at the Burlington meet- 
ing, the former of which was regarded by him as the result of 
pressure, and the latter of pressure on concretionary structure 
when in process of formation, while the rocks were soft or in 
a plastic state. The distortion of fossils is another familiar 
example of rock plasticity. Tyndall, in the appendix to his 
work upon the '' Glaciers of the Alps," expresses the opinion 
that a mass of solid glass may, by pressure, be forced to per- 
manently change its form, and t^at some rigid pebbles of 

* M^moire sur r^conlement des corps solides sonmis k de fortes pressions par 
M. H. Tresoa, Compte Bendas, T. LIX, 1864, p. 754. 
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qaartz, in the Museum of the Goyemment School of Mines, 
have been squeezed by enormous pressure against each other 
so as to produce mutual flattening and indentation. We have 
also an example in the columns of the House of Representa- 
tives, quarried on the banks of the Potomac, where the calca- 
reous pebbles appear to have been forced by pressure one into 
the other. Professor Bamsay described the pebbles in the 
Museum of the Government School of Mines, as from three to 
nine inches in diameter, and he thought that the indentations 
were produced by wearing or the rubbing of one pebble 
against another while under great pressure, and perhaps partly 
by the aid of intervening grains of sand. Mr. Sorby regards 
the interpenetration or impressment of pebbles as due to me- 
chanical and chemical agencies combined, and cites the fact 
that in the majority of substances mechanical pressure in- 
creases their solubility. 

Such explanations are not satisfactory for the Arizona con- 
glomerate. Mechanical pressure and tension alone appears to 
me to have accomplished the result. This also appears to me 
to be the most satisfactory explanation of all other examples 
that I have seen. There, does not appear to have b^n any 
solution, or at any rate not suflScient to affect the form and sur- 
face of the original pebbles. The Arizona pebbles are almost 
as clean and smooth as if just out of the bed of the brook. 
They separate readily from the lamellar part of the rock. 
They are not cemented to it as would probably be the case if 
they had either been softened by great heat or partly dissolved 
or acted upon chemically. So also in the case of the large 
masses of rock, the outlines of the small pebbles do not be- 
come obliterated although the form is so much changed that 
they can hardly be recognized as having been originally in 
the form of pebbles. 

In these phenomena we see how a rock which was' originally 
granular and made up of pebbles may become entirely changed 
in structure. Deposited as a conglomerate it may become a 
lamellar slaty mass extended in one direction to twice ite 
former linear dimensions. It will split up or cleave easily in 
one direction and not in another, and will weather unequally 
as we find in the sharp outcrops of gravestone slates of 
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California. The same elongating and compressing forces ap- 
plied to finer sediments must of necessity greatly modify their 
stracture and cleavage, but the change of texture, owing to 
the fineness of the particles, does not become visible to the eye. 
By the carefbl study of these phenomena of plasticity new 
views are opened to us of the structure of great rock-masses ; 
of the phenomena of plication, of lamination and of the origin 
of some structural peculiarities of mineral veins and their in- 
closing walls. In view of all the facts I think that geologists 
should be more willing to admit that very great changes have 
been produced in the structure of rocks and rock-masses by 
simple mechanical force unaided by any great elevation of 
temperature or by extraordinary chemical agencies. 



5. On Some Recent Geological Changes in Nobth-eastebn 
Wisconsin. By G. R. Stuntz of Lancaster, "Wis. 

[Commnoioated orginallyf March 12, 1864.] 

This is the second season I have spent in this new and but 
partially explored region. In the summer of 1852, 1 arrived 
on this part of the lake, with a party of twelve men, for 
the purpose of extending the Surveys of the United States 
bordering upon the south-west coast : and, also, of running 
the boundary line between the State of Wisconsin and the 
territory of Minnesota. Since the completion of those works 
I have been voyaging in all directions through this country 
and between the lake and the Mississippi River. The peculi- 
arities of this lake are tally described by Foster, Whitney and 
Dr. Owen, in reference to tides, in their able geological re- 
ports ; also to a change of water-level in the lake. I would here 
state that since my arrival at the mouth of the St. Louis River, 
in July 1852, th$ water of the lake had fallen, and was on the 
first of November, 1853, twenty inches lower. This is proba- 
bly the periodical change of level. There is another change 
of level apparent, which I do not recollect having seen noticed 
in any report. That is the gradual rise of water at this end 
of the lake, and the falling of the same at the east. 
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The mill race at the falls of the Ste. Marie Riyer, only a few 
years since, was used by good sized Mackinac boats as a canal 
in making the portage around those dangerous Rapids. In the 
summers of 1852 and 1853, this mill race was entirely dry, 
which fact is referred to by J. W. Foster in his able report. 
The wearing away of the channel, upon a hasty view of the 
subject, would be the natural conclusion, but the facts do not 
warrant it. Should the tributaries that pour an unceasing tide 
be cut off, except enough to counteract evaporation, and should 
the river Ste. Marie continue to discharge the same volume as 
at present, which is about one billion, eight hundred and forty- 
eight million, three hundred and twelve thousand cubic yards 
per year; and should Lake Superior be allowed to contain 
thirty-two thousand square miles, it would take over fifty-three 
and a half years for the lake to faU on^ yard, which is about 
the original depth of the mill race before referred to; and 
this is a much longer period of time than has transpired since 
that race was used for the purposes before mentioned. 

The small stream at Pindell's mill, a few miles above Ja- 
quois Point, runs with a rapid current to the lake, having no 
marshes, and not widening nor giving any indications that its 
valley is overflowing by the lake setting back into it, but on 
the contrary the formation of sand about the mouth indicates 
a gradual receding of the waters of the lake. As you go 
westward, the Ontonagon River exhibits a slight filling up. 
The valley near the mouth shows that at the time it was exca- 
vated the surface of the lake was lower than at present. The 
same is also apparent at the mouth of Bad River still farther 
west. 

At the mouth of Bois Brul6 the same thing is exhibited, only 
to a greater extent. From this to the west end of the lake 
not only does the lake set back into the valleys of the streams, 
but the waters are making rapid encroachments on the banks. 
So rapidly is the filling back, that the deposits of the streams 
do not keep pace with the filling up. The consequence is, 
that there is a large marsh and pond in the mouth of the vaUey 
of Bois Brul6 and Aminecan River. But nowhere is this filling 
up more apparent than in the bay above the mouth of the St. 
Louis River. In several parts submerged stumps, several feet 
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below the present water level, are found. The numerous inlets 
surrounding the main bay, when we consider the nature of the 
soil and the formation (a tough red clay), in all of which the 
water is deep, could not have been excavated in the natural 
course of events with the water at its present level. The tes- 
timony of the Indians also goes to strengthen the same conclu- 
sions. At the time of running the state line above mentioned, 
the Indians, ever jealous of their rights, called me to a council 
to inquire why I run the line through Indian land. In the ex- 
planation, I gave, using the language of the law as a starting 
point, the lowest rapid in the St. Louis River. The chief im- 
mediately replied, that formerly there was a rapid nearly oppo- 
site the Indian village. Start, said he, from that place and 
you will be near the treaty line. After he had been farther 
questioned I learned that it was only a few years since the river 
was quite rapid at the Indian village. At the time the said 
line was run the first rapid was about one mile by the stream 
above the village. From these facts, I conclude that a change 
is taking place gradually in the level of this great valley. 
This change may lead in time to as important results in 
changing the geography of the country as have taken place 
within a comparatively short period of time in the valley of 
the St. Croix. The St. Croix Valley is about forty miles in 
diameter north and south, and about one hundred, or one hun- 
dred and twenty miles, east and west, surrounded, or nearly so, 
by ranges of trap hills, which attain nearly a uniform height of 
six hundred feet. These time enduring barriers withstood the 
warring of the elements until within a few centuries past, when 
some change, probably not unlike the above, assisted them in 
breaking away at the falls of that river, discharging a volume 
of water through that narrow gorge, which in its native se- 
renity, crystal purity, and quantity, would vie with any of the 
great sisterhood of lakes. But it has gone foaming and tum- 
bling to the Gulf of Mexico, and we can only read traces of 
its onward flight in the numerous terraces along the river 
banks below, and the excavation of Lake St. Croix and Lake 
Pepin, and the piling of terraces along the father of waters as 
low down as the mouth of the Missouri. 
In the valley above the falls you find, what you would expect 
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to find, after the lapse of a few hundred years should any con- 
vulsion of nature change the valley of any of the great lakes 
to dry land, extensive sand planes, slightly timbered with 
stunted pines. There are exceptions, it is true, but the line of 
demarkation is as plain as though the event of draining took 
place only last year. What is called Wood Lake timber, is a 
narrow belt of elevated timber land, extending from the south- 
east side of the valley towards and nearly to the mouth of 
Kettle River. This ridge, having a good soil of clay and loam 
resting on a sub-soil of sand and gravel, from its elevation must 
have been drained at a much earlier day than the balance of 
the valley. 

On all the streams, so far as I have examined, these appear- 
ances are the same. Standing at a point a few miles to the 
north-east of the mouth of Wood River, you are near the cen- 
tre of a system of rivers coming from all the points of the 
compass, except the great outlet on the south. Upper St. Croix 
on the north-east, Namekagon on the east, Tellow River, Clam 
Riyer and Wood River from the south-east, the first of these 
last three flowing through a chain of lakes of some twenty 
miles in extent, containing white fish in abundance. On the 
south-west come in Sunrise River and one or two smaller 
streams, from the west Snake River, and from the north-west 
and north Kettle River and several smaller streams. These 
streams ; flowing from the high rocky barrier before spoken of, 
present a variety of scenery and a variety of soil alike inter- 
esting and valuable. 

In connection, it might not be out of place to remark that 
other facts present themselves to the mind of the student of 
nature, intimately connected with the above. 

Throughout the great valley of the Mississippi and border- 
ing upon many of the great lakes are found mounds and 
tumuli, evidently the work of men's hands: — the labor of a 
race long since passed to oblivion, except as yet this single 
trace of their existence. That they were a numerous race 
these mounds plainly indicate. That they were skilled to 
some extent in the arts, their mining operations at Ontonagon 
on this lake, near the Minnesota Mining Co.'s works, plainly 
prove. That they were the same people that inhabited the 
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Mississippi Valley, the various implements would also indicate. 
I have in my possession a stone hammer which I found at the 
ancient copper diggings near Ontonagon, and I have seen sim- 
ilar ones obtained in the yicinity of ancient mounds at Bock 
Island, Illinois. 

This people, whoever they were, occupied or built their 
mounds, for whatever purpose they were erected, upon the finest 
sites the country afforded. You will find them on the finest 
situations for building along the great rivers, and on elevated 
localities commanding the finest views of the surrounding 
country. This is particularly remarked by every traveller on 
the Upper Mississippi, and the St. Croix below the falls. 

As you ascend this last mentioned stream, a short distance 
above Moriere, you find several unusually large mounds in a 
small plain, elevated some sixty, perhaps one hundred feet, 
above the river. Thence following the river you pass the rocky 
gorge or Dalles and enter the valley of St. Croix above the 
falls. The same beautiftil river rolls at your feet, and in going 
up a succession of banks, grassy slopes greet your sight ; but 
the mounds are not there, and, for the distance of seventy- 
five miles by the stream, I have looked in vain for these relics 
of that obliterated people. 

At the mouth of Yellow River they are again found, occu- 
pying, as before, the most beauj^iflil sites the locality affords, 
and at an elevation nearly equal to the southern rim of the 
basin. From this point nearly in a straight line and lying in- 
termediate with the falls of St. Croix, ai*e situated YeUow 
Lake, Clam Lake and Wood Lake, aU occupying elevations 
nearly equal to the rocky barrier over which the waters were 
formerly discharged at the falls before mentioned. At each of 
the two last mentioned lakes a single mound of the same de- 
scription occupies a prominent place in the delightful scenery 
of the lake. At Yellow Lake, the most attractive of the three, 
they are found in great numbers, extending down the river 
several miles, but in every instance occupying the highest ele- 
vations. In my examinations on two trips through this an- 
cient lake-bed, I have failed to find any mounds on lower situ- 
ations than those above described. 

Then if this view should not be proved hicorrect, we have 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVm. i7 
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one geological event coupled with the operations of this an- 
cient people. And ve cannot avoid coming to the conclusion 
that these mounds were built prior to the wearing away or 
breaking down of the falls of St. Croix, and that the trip 
from the Mississippi to Lake Superior was one of ease and 
pleasure compared with the journey of the present day through 
almost impenetrable forests. I hope some one better pre- 
pared to carry out and systematize a series of observations 
may profit by the above. 



6. Th9 Gems of the Ukited States. By Dr. A. C. Hamt.tk, 
of Bangor, Maine. 

With the exception of the emerald, all of the gems in more 
or less perfection are found within the limits of the United 
States. The diamond has been discovered in California, among 
the Bocky Mountains and along the gold belt which extends 
from Central Alabama through the Atlantic States to Mary- 
land. In Alabama, Greorgia and the Carolinas the itaoolumite, 
which has been regarded as the matrix of the diamond in the 
Urals, Brazil and Hindostan, appears in extended ledges, and 
even rises to the magnitude of mountains. In 1866, while ex- 
ploring the auriferous regions of Alabama and Geoi^a, I 
recognized this rock in many places, especially near^Gainsville, 
where it crops out in great ledges. 

Diamonds have been found along the course of the itacol- 
umite, especially near Gainsville and farther to the north-east, 
at the Glade and Horshaw gold mines. Some of these stones 
were of several carats weight and of fine water. One of these 
which had been polished in London was shown to pie at Gains- 
ville, and it is a gem of the purest water. From information 
obtained from the residents of these regions and from personal 
examination of the localities, I have but little doubt that ac- 
tive research with the application of skilled labor [for the 
diamond is not easily recognized in itd rough state], will bring 
to light many fine stones. A splendid stone was destroyed by 
the stupidity of the laborers at the Horshaw mines a few years 
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ago. A beautiful gem of 24 carats was found in 1856, near 
Richmond, Ya. 

The garnet is found in many of the States, and of sufficient 
purity for the purposes of the lapidary. At Fitchburg, in 
Massachusetts, beautiful little pyropes are found in the alluvial 
sands. In Delaware County, Pennsylvania, pyropes of larger 
size, but of less beauty of color, are also washed out of the 
alluvial soils. All along the Rocky Mountain slope clear gar- 
nets have been observed. In the sands of New Mexico the 
Indians find garnets of considerable size and equal to the best 
of the Syrian stones, exhibiting the crimson and violets tints 
of the oriental garnets. At Pike's Peak, in Colorado, garnets 
of less size, but of even finer tints, are washed out of the 
gravel beds by the gold miners. These are the finest of 
the species in America, and with the exception of the rubel- 
lite, they approach in color nearer the ruby than any other 
stone. Beautiful cinnamon garnets occur at Phippsburg and 
Parsonfleld, Me., Warren, N. H., and in many other places 
in the States, but they are rarely sufficiently perfect for 
ornaments. 

Chrysoberyl is found at Haddam, Ct., in New York, Ver- 
mont and in Maine, but few transparent crystals have yet been 
discovered. Spinel occurs in New York and New Jersey, but 
the crystals are generally opaque. Zircon is widely distributed 
in the States, generally massive and opaque. The finest crys- 
tals come from Buncombe County, North Carolina. The 
iolite, known as the sapphire d'eau of Ceylon, has been found 
at Haddam, Conn., and in other places in New England, but 
fine specimens are quite rare. It is often pleochroic, exhibit- 
ing difiTerent colors when viewed in different directions. The 
topaz occurs at Trumbull and Middleton, Conn., and in North 
Carolina, but the colors are generally very faint, and transpa- 
rent specimens too small for the purposes of the lapidary. 
The amethyst is found in rare perfection in various parts of 
the United States. Oxford County, in Maine, Berlin Falls, in 
New Hampshire, and Bristol, R. I., fbrnish beautiflil speci- 
mens. Fine stones are found in Delaware County, Pa., and at 
Kewanan Point, Lake Superior, but they are more plentiM in 
Greorgia than in any other State. Several varieties of opal 
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are fonnd in the United States, but none of good quality like 
the precious and fine opals of Mexico. 

Sapphires are found in several of the States ; at the Chester 
emery mine in Massachusetts, in New Jersey, in Connecticut, 
New York, California, Peimsylyania and North Carolina, but 
they are generally massive and opaque. At El Dorado Bar, in 
Montana, however, they occur in transparent and well defined 
crystals of six-sided prisms and also in the amorphous form in 
the alluvial sand, together with native gold. Crystals of sev- 
eral carats weight have been picked up out of the pan, where 
they have settled down in consequence of their gravity during 
the process of washing the gravel for gold. Sapphires of al- 
most all colors have been found there, the red, green, blue, yel- 
low and white, and some of them are of considerable value. 
They resist the action of the fire and do not change color when 
exposed to the strongest heat of the forge. No systematic 
search has been made for these precious stones at this locality, 
although they seem to occur in abundance. The gold washings 
of this Bar are now abandoned. 

The beryl — the subspecies of the emerald — occurs in manj 
parts of the United States. It has been found in great perfec- 
tion in the granite hills of Oxford County, in the State of 
Maine, and more especially in the ledge at Boyalston and 
Fitchburg, in Massachusetts. In gash veins of quartz, occur- 
ring in granite ih North and South Boyalston, beautiftd ciys^ 
tals of this gem have been discovered, some of them exhibiting 
the longitudinal striee and the aberration of colors which dis- 
tinguish the remarkable beryls of the Altai Mountains in 
Siberia. Lively sea and grass green, light and deep yellow ; 
also blue crystals of various shades have been found at this 
locality. At the quarries at Fitchburg, beiyl of a rich golden 
hue, approaching the chrysoberyl and topaz in color and hard- 
ness, and closely resembling the yellow diamond in lustre, have 
been blasted out. All the deposits where the b^yl occurs 
seem to be very superficial, and at Boyalston and Fitchbui^ 
the crystals appear to arise from the felspar, becoming clearer 
and more perfect as they penetrate the quartz. All of the 
crystals found during my explorations at these localities were 
thus connected ¥dth the felspar. This rule, however, was not 
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observed at Mount Mica, where all the beryls were generally 
enveloped in quartz or albite, and unattached unless to crystals 
of muscovite. 

Tourmalines of great perfection and variety of colors have 
been found at Mount Mica, in the State of Maine. This little 
hill — which is perhaps one of the most remarkable mineral lo- 
calities on the globe, since nearly forty varieties have been 
found there within an area of thirty feet square — is one of 
northern spurs of streaked mountain in the town of Paris, in 
Oxford County. The mineral deposit was discovered in 1820, 
by Hon. £. L. Hamlin and Dr. Ezekiel Holmes when students, 
and whilst searching for minerals. At that time about forty 
ciystals of tourmaline, some of which were quite perfect in 
form, of fine color and limpidity, were picked up on top of the 
ledge, or found in the earth which had accumulated around its 
base. Since this period the place has been visited by mineralo- 
gists from time to time and the entire deposit blasted out. 

Some magnificent crystals of rare perfection of form and of 
beautifbl colors have been found there. Some of these crystals 
were several ounces in weight, several inches in length and 
more than an inch in diameter. Some were red at one ex- 
tremily and green at the other. Others were red within and 
green at the circumference. Superb stones of this description 
and arrangement of colors, but of less size, have also been 
discovered there, and they called forth the remark from the 
elder Silliman that they were incomparably 'fine and without a 
parallel in the world. Nearly all the varieties of this remark- 
able gem have been found at Mount Mica, — the clear light 
green, like those from the dolomites of St. Gothard, the pink 
of Elba, the white and yellow of Ceylon, the dark smoky green 
and blue of Brazil, the lighter blue of Sweden, and the fine 
red and green of Siberia. In some of the crystals the red 
passes into blue, and the blue into black or into green ; in 
others the white changes into red, green or blue, exhibiting 
many intermediate shades. Generally the transitions and gra- 
dations of color are imperceptible as they pass from one into 
the other, but in some crystals the line of demarkation is well 
defined. 

The tourmalines of Mount Mica occur in a coarse granite 
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resting upon mica schist, and were probably deposited from 
above and from solution. The granite appears in layers, and 
the tourmaline streak penetrates across and through them with- 
out any reference to seam. Coarse and opaque crystals of sev- 
eral inches in diameter and nearly a foot in length, are found in 
the albite and masses of quartz, but all the fine and transparent 
prisms have been found in cavities whose walls were composed 
of smoky quartz and albite. In these cavities (which have been 
found of a size varying from few inches to several feet in 
length,) the tourmalines appear either loose in the disint^ra- 
ted cookeite or arising from the interior walls and itometimes 
penetrating crystals of the matrix. A few feet below the sur- 
face the tourmaline streak disappears and the walls show 
quartz, albite or granite destitute of other minerals. This 
superficial degree of deposit is not confined to the tourmaline 
alone but is noticed with most of the other gems. 

The sapphire, diamond and emerald are found near the sur- 
face, and this rule is well exemplified in the occurrence of. the 
amethyst in the mines along the Bocky Mountain slope, where 
it vanishes at the depth of ten to twenty feet, although the 
quartz ciystallizes in a colorless state even at the great depth 
of six hundred feet below the surface. It seenEis as though the 
gems required some ray of light or some effect of the atmos- 
phere to build up their forms and perfect their hues. Although 
it is a common belief that tourmalines are of inferior value, 
they are not really so, and they should take a high rank among 
the first of the gems. For none exceed them in the phenomena 
of physical properties, or in complexity of composition, or in 
the vast range of their colors ; and their hardness is quite 
equal to the emerald, which they surpass in refractive powers, 
whilst their dispersive energy exceeds even that of the sap- 
phire and topaz. 

There are many localities in the world where this stone is 
found, but fine specimens are rare, and when they are limpid 
and approach the emerald, the topaz and the sapphire in hue, 
they are sold for those gems. The red tourmaline, the rarest 
of all gems, when free from faults and of fine colors, accord- 
ing to the eminent authorily of Professor Beudant of Paris, is 
sold at the price of the ruby, the most costly of all the gems. 
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The finest specimens of the tourmaline species known in the 
world have been taken from the now exhausted locality at 
Mount Mica. Some beautifhl crystals of splendid color have 
been found in loose boulders at Hebron, Maine, but the parent 
ledge has not yet been discoTered. There are other localities 
in the United States where these stones occur, but they are 
opaque or of very poor color and imperfect crystallization. 

There is no gem, not even the sapphire, which surpasses the 
tourmaline in variety of color, and as Barbot has remarked, 
'* it seems as if nature had wished to prove to man that she 
could imitate quite perfectly that which she had created the 
most perfect." 

The Spaniards, under Cortez, whilst on their march to the 
capital of Mexico were astonished at the size and beauty of 
the emeralds and turquoises that decorated the persons of the 
chiefs who came to join them as allies or visit them as envoys 
from Montezuma. And after the conquest of the country they 
sought in vain for the mines whence these emeralds and tur- 
quoises came. The emeralds undoubtedly came from Central 
and South America, and were brought overland or along the 
coast as an article of trade, since they have not been found 
anywhere in the iJnited States or Mexico. 

The turquoise, the Mexicans said (in reply to the question of 
the Spaniards), came from the far north, but the mines were not 
discovered until recent times. The histories of the Spanish 
occupation of Mexico make no mention of these mines — at 
least so far as I am acquainted with them. A mine of great 
antiquity is situated in the Cerillos Mountains, eighteen miles 
from Santa F6 in New Mexico. The deposit occurs in soft 
trachyte, and an immense cavity has been excavated by the 
Indians in past times whilst searching for this gem. Within 
a few years the Navajo Indians have revealed the existence of 
a mine in the Sierra Blanca Mountains in New Mexico, but 
they will not allow strangers to visit it. Stones of transcen- 
dent beauty have been taken from it and handed down in the 
tribe from generation to generation as heirlooms. 

Nothing tempts the cupidity of the Indians to dispose of 
these gems, and gratitude alone causes them to part with any 
of these treasures, which, like the mountaineers of Thibet, 
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they regard with mystical reverence. The Navigos wear them 
as ear-drops, by boring them and attaching them to the ear by 
means of a deer sinew. Lesser stones are pierced, then strong 
on sinews, and worn as necklaces. Even the nobler Ute In- 
dians, when stripping the ornaments of turquoise from the ears 
of the conquered Navijo, value them as sacred treasu]^es, and 
refhse to part with them even for gold or silver. One of these 
magnificent stones was presented by the Navajo chief to 
Major-General Carleton, when Grovemor of New Mexico, and 
it may be taken as the type of the American turquoises, al- 
though there are larger stones in possession of the tribe. 
It is nearly an inch in length, one-third broad and one-fifth 
in depth, and equal, in purity and delicacy of tint, to the 
best of the Persian. Other mines have been reported as occur- 
ring along the Rocky Mountain range, but I have not been 
able to obtain any reliable information concerning them. 



7. Studies in Chemical Geogont.* In three pabts. By 
Henbt Wubtz, of New York. 

IMTBODUCTOBT BEKABKS. 

These being subjects on which volumes might be written, 
the whole must needs be condensed, on such an occasion as 
the present, into a few brief notes, more or less disconnected, 
as I fear ; and to views but partially expressed. 

I have long held that the principle which should pervade and 
strictly govern all researches into the chemical conditions prev- 
alent during past geological time, is to seek out the great 
natural chemical operations prevalent at this day, and trace 
them back to their necessary spring and beginnings. 

It is true that actual laboratory researches into the char- 
acters and composition of the products and relics we possess 
of those far distant times, are as yet wofUlly deficient, and be- 

♦The foUowing series of notes was prepared to be read at the Chicago meeting, 
in 1888, and the titles were there announced in the published lists; but as the au- 
thor was not able to be present then, he preferred to await the Salem meeting. — 
H.W. 
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fore the day shall come when the riddles of the past shall be 
read, and its many mysteries unveiled, in the light of perfect 
theory, myriads of laborious researches, both analytical and 
synthetical, must be made ; still I believe that enough has al- 
ready been done in this field to justify some attempts at gen- 
eralization. And though these be conceded to be pure hypoth- 
eses, still the history of science establishes the value of such 
hypotheses, as starting points, in stimulating discussion and in 
suggesting modes and subjects of experiment. 

I. On ths Frozoic Atmobfhbbb and the Ocean of the Zoic Dawn. 

It cannot be doubted that it was during the time of the 
deposition of the earliest sediments of the ocean, which are 
known to us now only in the forms of compacted and crystal- 
lized metamorphic masses, that life began, and that it had its 
beginnings in the waters of the ocean. The exterior Ocean of 
Atmosphere, though supporting no life in its own bosom at 
first, I believe to have been then, as now, most intimately- and 
essentially connected, through the medium of the waters, with 
the life of the latter. 

I shall begin by saying at once, and concisely, that my gen- 
(sralizations have led me inevitably to a novel conclusion, which 
will doubtless startle some ; that Life was at the outset, has 
always been, and always must be, the governing influence in 
all chemical changes that have occurred and will occur, in the 
air, in the waters, and on the earth. 

[It is not without a purpose that I here use the word influr 
ence. The words force &nd power 1 avoid, in laying down this 
principle, for reasons which I shall give at length on another 
occasion.] 

In a previous paper I have put forth the proposition that at 
the Zoic Dawn the ocean must be believed to have been wholly 
in an oxygenated condition ; that is, its constituents were at 
their maximum of oxidation. What then was the condition of 
the atmosphere corresponding to this? Before replying to this 
I must first propound another question, which involves an ap- 
peal to my fhndamental doctrine of tracing back present 
changes to their beginnings. What, then, is our only known 
source of oxygen at present? Evidently the decomposition of 
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carbonic acid by solar force, through the influence of plant- 
vitality; a never-ceasing agency which has continued to in- 
crease the proportion of oxygen and diminish that of carbonic 
acid in the air, since plants began to grow upon the earth, and 
has left its evidences on almost every leaf of the Book of Cre- 
ological Ages. 

Considering in connection with these facts the nature of oxy- 
gen, the greediness with which it enters into combination with 
other bodies, and applying the doctrine we started with, of fol- 
lowing backward to their beginnings all such changes as we 
find in progress, I am led to lay down, as the primary postu- 
late of a Zoic Theory of Chemical Geogony, the following : 
tJie Prozoic Atmosphere contained very little or no free oxygen^ 
probably none; but consisted essentially of carbonic add, nitrogen 
and aqueous vapor. 

I anticipate, of course, a host of objections to so novel a 
view. One is that although plant-growth be independent 
thereof, yet germination requires free oxygen. Some may 
even maintain the assumption that plant-life must have com- 
menced with germs.* To this speculative objection one an- 
swer is, why? Another answer, probably as speculative, how- 
ever, as the objection itself; it is far from inconceivable, or 
even improbable that in a liquid medium containing such oxi- 
dating agents as the ferric compounds, the modification of 
eremacausis thought necessary to germination may have pro- 
ceeded through the agency of these compounds. 

Another objection may be that our present plant-life is ac- 
companied by intermittent intervals of absorption of oxygen, 
during absence of the solar ray. But in any case the v^eta- 
tive processes of the day we treat of, were in a measure inde- 
pendent of solar heat at least, if not of solar light also ; of 
which the proof, even as late as the Carboniferous, is admitted. 
To the objection that in the earliest sediments we find little 
organic, or even carbonaceous matter, I reply that (apart from 
the graphites and sulphides, both believed organic in origin) it 
is easily understood that while life might withstand the ferric 

* Those wbo will attach its due weight to the Mosaic Record in this regard^ I 
may remind that the Creatiye Fiat called " the herb yielding seed, and the fruit-tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself,'' etc. The question is an 
ancient one, " which waa flrst, the hen or the egg?" 
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compounds, dead organic matter would quickly be burned up 
thereby, the sulphides having indeed resulted from this very 
burning process. I have applied the same principle to far 
later times, in a paper presented to the geological section, to 
explain the absence of fossils in the American Red Sand- 
stones. 

We here recognize another, and by no means a minor source 
of oxygen, namely, from the original oceanic metallic sul- 
phates, which are now extant as sulphides, having given up 
their oxygen to the atmosphere by this indirect process of re- 
duction by dead organic matter. I may add, in this place, that 
there has been still another, and a quite important source of 
oxygen, freed through vital influence ; that which represents 
the proportion deficient in bituminous coals to form HO with 
the H. This represents of course which has at first been 
merely transferred from H to Cy but as the (70*, once formed, 
is again decomposed and its set free, it amounts to the 
same thing. 

Certain other objections to my views have been offered to me 
from time to time in conference and correspondence. With 
regard to my induction that the Ocean of the Zoic Dawn con- 
tained ferric constituents, it has been suggested that these 
would have been poisonous to life. This is but a question of 
degree, that is, of the strength of the solution. I claim only 
that the metals now present in the rocks as sulphides were 
present in the Prozoic Ocean as sulphates. The solution, in 
any case, could not have been a concentrated one. Moreover, 
the notion that ferric solutions are inimical to life, particularly 
in its lower forms, I think is unsupported by evidence. Fer- 
rotis solutions are so, without doubt, but not ferric. It has 
been claimed that subaerial action of carbonic acid, on alkalic 
and earthy silicates, would introduce into the ocean enough of 
bicarbonates to render it neutral, or even alkaline, and to pre- 
cipitate all ferric oxides and hydrates. No doubt this took 
place locaUy, and the iron ore beds of these rocks are thus 
(and I believe thus only) to be accounted for. We have thus 
actually a new and substantial prop to my theory. Still this 
is a question of time^ and to bring the whole of the vast ocean 
to a neutral or alkaline condition, must have required, as I am 
convinced, time enough for the deposition of the whole mass of 
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the Eozoic schists, if not of a portion of the Palaeozoic. I find 
that I have been misapprehended, in that I have been supposed 
to hold, in my paper on Gold Genesis, presented to this Asso- 
ciation at Buffalo, in 1866, that gold has been deposited from 
the ocean equally in all geological ages. By my views, it can- 
not but be that the oldest sulphides were the most highly aurif- 
erous, at least of those (if any such there be still in existence) 
that have been deposited from the oceanic menstruum directly. 
It is Ghld Concentration^ and the formation of gold veins, that 
I claimed has occurred throughout all time, and is even now 
going on ; and going on by virtue of the same agencies that 
I was the first to discover in 1858, the alternate formation, 
by oxidation, from auriferous pyrites, of ferric solutions of gold, 
and their reduction to ferrous conditions again, by farther reac- 
tions with unaltered pyrites or with organic matter. 

My farther notes on this branch of my subject must be cut 
very short. 

From the above it will be seen that my reasonings have led 
me to believe that, in Prozoic times, all the oxygen of the earth 
which now enters into the processes and changes going on 
upon its surface, all the potenticU oxygen of the earth (so to 
speak) was locked up in combined forms and divided between 
the earth's hydrosphere and its aerosphere ; combined chiefly 
with iron in the former and with carbon in the latter. 

I would next present the proposition that substantially all 
the potential chlorine was contained in the Prozoic, as it is in 
the present Ocean ; as we know of no method by which chlo- 
rine (not probably oceanic) is now being introduced into the 
Ocean. As to aiUphur and phosphortiSy it is not certain that 
these two were aU in solution in the original Ocean, as the fhn- 
damental rocky substratum or nucleus of the earth's crust 
being even at this time unrecognized, there is no certainty 
that it did not contain sulphides and phosphates before its sub- 
aerial erosion began. It is clear, however, that most of the 
sulphur, and probably of the phosphorus, of all sedimentary 
rocks was in the earliest Ocean, in acid forms. This Ocean 
then contained hot less combined acids than ours. 

With regard now to the metals of the Prozoic Ocean, or the 
bases with which its acids were combined ; ferric and other 
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oxides of the heavy metals, as I have shown, were among 
these, bnt never, of course, formed more than a minor percent- 
age of the whole. One consideration is salient here, which is 
insisted on by Stbbrt Hunt, and scarce admits of a doubt, 
that the characteristic constituent of our Ocean, seorsaU^ was 
originally present in far smaller proportion than now, and that 
it has been, at least in great part, a gradual product of the re- 
action of other preexistent chlorides with the carbonate of 
soda that is continually carried in by rivers. It is thus that 
the carbonate of lime of sea shells is supplied. Carbonate of 
potash is also thus carried in, but the potash would appear to 
have been eliminated again in insoluble forms, such as glavr 
conite; while we know no provision for removal of the soda. 
What were these preexistent chlorides? Here is a point 
where, in our present condition of knowledge, there can be 
little but speculation ; and where the great field for fhture in- 
vestigation lies. There has already been discussion as to the 
questions whether chloride of aluminum was present or not (to 
the affirmative of which I incline) : whether the amounts of 
the chlorides of calcium and magnesium, or either of them, 
were much greater formerly than now (of which I should incline 
to maintain the negative) ; which of the bases of the latter two 
chlorides predominated in the older Ocean, and so on. Sterrt 
Hunt at one time made the suggestion that the waters of 
mineral springs from Silurian rocks, largely impregnated with 
these two chlorides, may be the fossil waters of the Silurian 
Ocean ; but it seems probable rather that these are bitterns 
from the evaporations of enclosed portions of this Ocean. 
C. A. 6o£S8MANN, in a paper in the American Journal of Sci- 
ence, July, 1867, gives us a comparison between Stebbt 
Hunt's analysis of a salt spring* and his own of a Syracuse 
bittern, which has ^'practically ceased to evaporate" in the 
open air. 



(GOB8BHAKN). 




(T. 8. Hunt). 


CaO, SO* 


0.26 


undet. 


CaCl 


. 10.47 


9.205 


Mga 


. 10.50 


9.484 


KCl 


8.88 




KBr 


0.45 


NaBr. undet. 


Naa 


8.75 


17.400 


Water 


. 66.19 





100.00 
* Salt sprixig firom near Bay of Qninte. 
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GrOESSicANN argues that this resemblance shows the probf^ 
bility that such mineral waters '' originate fh>m mother-liquors 
or bitterns of the saline residue of marine evaporation of the 
Silorian age." 

In the same paper, GrOKSSHAim, after referring to the views 
of Kabsten, upon saline springs, as' published by him in 1847, 
that these springs originate usually from rock-salt of Frimitive 
(volcanic) origin, and are modified in composition by subse- 
quent chemical action upon strata through which they effect 
their exudation ; and that therefore the presence of chloride of 
calcium, with other compounds, was but accidental, says : that 
the presence of this chloride has since been recognized *' as 
especially characteristic of the salt deposits of ante-tertiary 
dates. Consequently these have been considered as a pro- 
duct of the constant admixture of the oceanic waters of pre- 
ceding geological periods ; while on the other hand its absence 
in our present Ocean and in most salt deposits of a more 
recent date, is an established fact." He doubts not that the 
composition of the Ocean has changed and is now changing, 
yet he asserts '' that our ideas concerning the main features of 
the Primitive or Silurian Oceans are still vague, and especially 
so upon this point" (»• e. the presence or absence of chloride 
of calcium). 

In coimection with these questions, it has occurred to me 
that Ebelmen's results {AnncUes des Mines [4], xii, 67) may 
have importance. He there shows that in the alteration and 
subaerial erosion of trap, five-sixths of the lime, while not 
more than one-third of the magnesia and but half the alka- 
lies, are lost. It is to be remembered that in our present 
Ocean the total lime is but about one-third of the total mag- 
nesia. 

Deferring for the present some views of my own upon these 
points, I shall close this chapter with a brief remark upon an- 
other important element entering into these great and complex 
problems. 

To a superficial observer it might appear that, as the Ocean 
continually receives mineral matter in solution, and continu- 
ally evaporates, it should become more and more charged 
with each of its dissolved constituents. This view, however. 
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requires great modification, and here we find one of the grand- 
est illustrations of the goveming influence of Life, according 
to my proposition at the outset of this paper. For example, 
as stated above, the continuous predominance of magnesia 
over lime in our present Ocean, notwithstanding that rivers 
constantly pour in several times more of the latter than of 
the former. Through Zoic influence numerous other impor- 
tant constituents of the oceanic waters are eliminated and con- 
verted into permanently solid and insoluble forms, and thus 
constantly removed, in many cases quite as fast as they are 
supplied. Among these may be mentioned carbonic acidj sul- 
phury phosphorusj potashy iron and sUica, 

n. Zoio H18TOBT; FBOH A Chemical VIew-Poimt. 

This chapter of the memoir relates to the demonstration, 
illustration, and general elucidation of my proposition of the 
ruling influence of Life in the Chemical History of Geological 
development. The subject is so vast that I have Judged it 
proper not to make a vain attempt to condense it into a com- 
pass appropriate to the present occasion. Dana purposely 
omits this and its related subjects from his great work, on ac^ 
count of the '' large amount of space" that would be required 
(Daka's Geology, p. 604). 

I will but say that the general scope of my attempt is to 
show that a consistent theoretical scheme of Zoic develop- 
ment, including the breaks in Zoic history, and other readings 
of the geologic revelation, may be based on the study of the 
progressive (direct and indirect) influences of Life itself on 
the elements of the Earth, and on the forces that move and 
transform them. I claim that we have here an almost new and 
unexplored field of investigation, iihe working of which is to 
yield us results quite as positive, valuable, and wonderfhl as 
those of the study of fossils, and that the two studies will 
be found supplementary and altogether essential to each other. 
T start of course with my primary postulate, offered in the pre- 
ceding chapter, that Life found the Earth in a condition of 
completed combustion, and that it has been the sole Oxygen- 
Maker, and Deoxidizer. Herein Life has done no worky it has 
but directed or governed the working forces of the Solar Em- 
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anation, in reversing the opposing influences of chemical affin- 
ity. It is a master, not a laborer. In my philosophy I regard 
neither vitality nor affinit}"^ as forces capable of transforming 
matter. They are both rulers of the forces that transform mat- 
ter. Their reigns are antagonistic and alternating with each 
other. This is a subject which I propose to treat elsewhere. 

In gradually impregnating the atmosphere with active oxy- 
gen, Life has profoundly altered, in an infinity of ways, the 
whole chemical status of the earth's crust, and, moreover, by 
substitution of oxygen for the preexisting carbonic acid, the 
weight and density (though not the volume) and a multitude 
of other physical conditions of the atmosphere, have been 
changed. 

As examples, I shall select, almost at random, one or two of 
the striking geological views which grow out of such chemi- 
cal considerations. As to the mode of formation of petro- 
leuniy many speculations have been offered ; but the follow- 
ing/act is here pointed out for the first time. The petroleum- 
bearing strata antecede the larger mass of the Carboniferous. 
It is clear, therefore, that the oxygen corresponding to the car- 
bon, and part of the hydrogen, of the huge masses of coal of 
subsequent Carboniferous strata, as well as of the fossil mair 
ters since deposited (the Tertiary lignites for example) and of 
all now existing vegetation, had not then, as yet passed into 
the atmosphere. In an atmosphere so poor (comparatively) 
in oxygen, could decay and eremacausis proceed with the 
rapidity and intensity of our day? Would they not rather be 
necessarily so slow and imperfect that liquid products would 
be formed instead of gaseous? Of course the greater con- 
tent of carbonic acid in the atmosphere during the days of 
Petroleum-Genesis (represented now by not only all the fossil 
matter, but by all the limestones, dolomites and chalybites 
since formed) may have contributed its modifying infiuence. 

As another example of the intermitting sway of Life over 
the successive chemical conditions of the telluric surface, I 
introduce here what appears to me to be a new and prolific 
generalization relating to the oscillations of oxygen between 
carbon and iron in past ages. In addition to the former pos- 
tulates of my Zoic Theory of Chemical Geogony, I may in 
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fact here enounce another. In a previous paragragh, I have 
presented the induction : In the Prozoic Era^ dU the Potential 
Oxygen of the Earth's surface was in combination^ either with 
Iron in the Hydrosphere^ or with Carbon in the Aerosphere, 
The new postulate I have to present is as follows : 
A large part of the Potential Oxygen has been swinging like a 
pendulum^ under the alternating impulses af Vitality and Affinr 
Uy^ between Iron and Carbon^ since the Zoic Dawn. 

The discussion of this Postulate would lead me too far on 
this occasion. To illustrate it I shall but present the follow- 
ing scheme, constructed in tabular form, to represent the influ- 
ence of the principle upon the chemical state of the Iron- 
Oxides in the oceanic sediments of the successive geological 
days. 

TABLE OF SECULAR GEOLOGICAL OXYGEN-OSCILLATIOXS. 



AOB8. 



Pbozoic, 

EOZOIC, 



LOWEB SlIiT7BL4N, 



■{ 



Ufpeb Silubiak, 



Devoniak, . . . 

Cabbonifeboub, 
Permiak, . . . 



HB80Z0IC, . * . 



Cbnozoic, . . . 



i 



DATS. 



Potsdam, 
Calclferoas, 
Trenton, . 
Hadson Biyer 



::: j 

» • • ' 



Oneida, 

Medina, 

Clinton, 

Niajgpara, 

Salina, 1 

Lower Helderberg, ) 



Oriskany, 

ton 
Chemang 



Upper Helderberg, 
Hai 



amilton 
bemnni 
Catsldll, 



Triassio, . . , 
Juraaelc, . . 
CretaceouB, . 

Tertiary, . , 
Anthropozoio, 



} 



uderoerg, ^ 
, « . ■ . > 

, • • • • ^ 



Gen'l Condition of Iron. 



Ferrio. 
Ferrtnu. 

Ferrout. 



Ferric (tfaongh marine) ; [Bed 
Shales andf Sandstones and 
Bed Iron Ores]. 

Ferrtnu. 



Ferric 0) 

Ferrous. 

Ferric {tor eooOfdet). 

Ferrous. 

Ferric. 
Ferrous. 

Ferric* 



m. Chemical Beyelation of a Final Zoio Catastrophe. 

In the course of the above attempts to fathom the Chemis- 
try of the Past, indications have become apparent to me, which 

A.A.A.S.VOL.ZVin. S9 
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are applicable to the Future : and which seem to be of truly 
vital interest to the human race. There are chemical changes 
now active on the Earth's surface, easily demonstrated, whose 
continuance must inevitably bring about the final extinction of 
man, and ultimately of all other life upon our planet. 

A single one, among the most important and inevitable of 
these, I propose here to explain. 

What furnishes the actual fundamental chemical nutriment 
or pabulum, of vital existence? No chemist will contradict, 
when I say that it is the carbonic acid of the atmosphere. 
How long is this going to last? This question many will re- 
gard as absurd, having been taught that it is restored at least 
as fast as (possibly at the present day faster than) it is con- 
sumed. The notion, stereotyped in the text-books, is that, 
whatever may have been in the past, an equilibrium has been 
reached during the age of man, between production and con- 
sumption. This cannot be, unless there can be shown a mode 
of restoration corresponding, and equivalent to, each mode of 
consumption. There is one such mode, however, still active 
and continuous, and without sign of cessation, which will ulti- 
mately exhaust the atmosphere of its carbonic acid, and thus 
put an end to organic life. This agency is itself due and has 
ever been due to vital influences. It seems part of the great 
law of Zoic development that Life slowly evolves the causes 
of its own ultimate extinction on the Earth. The agency I 
refer to is that by which marine animals with calcareous shells 
or skeletons secrete carbonates from the ocean water, the car- 
bonic acid of these carbonates having been originally derived 
from the atmosphere. Such carbonic acid thus passes into 
solid forms, permanent and for ever unavailable thereafter. 
This is where the great machine runs down, and AfiSnity ob- 
tains its final victory over its mysterious antagonist Vitality. 

Whenever the last molecule of carbonic acid produced from 
the combustion of all the carbon on the Earth shall have been 

• 

locked up in this shape, no form of life now known to us can 
any longer be possible, and the present Zoic Cycle must end. 
Comparatively and geologically speaking, the end is near; 
though millions of years may yet intervene. But long before 
this end of all life, the atmosphere must gradually diminish in 
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its capacity to produce food suitable for man. No human 
power that we can discern can avert this result. Man, by 
burning up the carbon stored in eras past in the Earth's via- 
ceray is doing his utmost to preserve the status of the ma- 
chine, possibly even partially and temporarily rewinding it 
(here is a curious topic for speculation) ; but it must still con- 
tinuously run down. In the oceanic depths, this precious con- 
stituent of the air, in which we literally, in a higher than poetic 
sense, '* live, and move and have our being," is continually 
undergoing 

"A sea-change 
Into Bomething.iich and strangei" 

never to reappear in form available to life, until indeed that 
time shall arrive, when '^ \^% elements shall melt with fervent 
heat ;" and when, under the influence of tMs heat, the calcic 
and magnesic carbonates shall be converted into igneous sili- 
cates, rendering up again the treasures of carbonic acid in 
their marble grasp ; the atmospheric oxygen — representative of 
Affinity, enemy of Vitality — shall also then be at least partially 
withdrawn by oxidation of sulphides and of ferrous oxide; 
and the Earth be thus far advanced in preparation for a new 
Zoic Cycle. 



8. Notice of some New Tebtiabt and Cbetaceous Fishes. 
By O. C. Mabsh, of New Haven, Conn. 

(Abstract.) 

The fossils exhibited by Professor Marsh, and briefly de- 
scribed in this communication, consisted of the remains of sev- 
eral new species of fossil flshes from the Cretaceous and 
Tertiary formations of the United States, and nearly all were 
from the greensand of New Jersey. 

Among the remains of Tertiary flshes were specimens indi- 
cating two very diminutive species of Sword-flsh, each of which 
was represented by the beak, or united premaxUlaries. One of 
these fossils, for which the specific name HisLiophorus parvyltLS 
was proposed, was a nearly perfect ^^ sword," only about three 
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inches long; which would indicate that the entire fish was 
probably not more than twenty inches in length. The beak 
in this species is slender and very pointed. It is compressed 
transversely, but has the lower surface nearly flat. The brash- 
like teeth on this portion are reduced to two narrow bands. 
The remaining surface of the sword is irregularly striated. 
This interesting specimen was found in the Eocene greensand 
of Monmouth County, New Jersey, at the pits of the Squankum 
Marl Company, and was presented to the Museum of Yale 
College, by O. B. Kinne, Esq. 

The second small species of Sword-fish apparently belongs 
to a new type, allied to the extinct Codorhynchua of the 
Eocene. The beak resembles in general form that of Codo- 
rhynchiLSy but is much smaller, tapers more rapidly, and has the 
inferior surface fiattened, and marked by two shallow grooves. 
Like the rostrum of that genus it has a double cavity at the 
base, and a single one through the main portion of the shaft. 
The upper surface is also fiuted, but much more delicately than 
in any known species of CodorhyncJius. When entire the beak 
was apparently not more than two and a half inches in length, 
and the whole fish probably did not exceed fifteen inches, 
which is by far the smallest sword-fish known. For the ex- 
tinct genus represented by this specimen, the name EmbaUy- 
rhynchus was proposed, and the species was called EmbdUh 
rhynchus Kinnei, after the discoverer, O. B. Kinne, Esq., whose 
explorations in the Tertiary of New Jersey have brought to 
light many interesting fossils. This specimen, also, was found 
in the Eocene greensand, at the pits of Squankum Marl Com- 
pany. 

A new species of PhyUodus^ the first discovered in this 
country, was likewise announced, and briefiy described under 
the name Phyllodua elegans. It was represented by a pharyn- 
geal, dental plate, with the teeth in an excellent state of 
preservation. This specimen difibrs f^om the corresponding 
part in the known species of this genus, in its form, which is 
subtriangular, and especially in its much smaller size, as it is 
bat nine and a half lines in length, or scarcely more than one- 
fourth as large as the smallest already described. In the 
number and position of the various teeth it appears to most 
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nearly resemble Phyllodus toliapicua Ag. (Poissons fossiles, 
Vol. n, pi. 69 a, fig. 1) from the London clay, but differs from 
that species in having the central teeth proportionally much 
more elongated and the lateral ones less numerous. This 
unique specimen was found in the Eocene greensand at Farm- 
ingdale, New Jersey, in the pits of the Squankum and Free- 
hold Marl Company, and was presented to the Yale Museum, 
by Major A. J. Smith, the Superintendent. 

A second and larger species, apparently of the same genus, 
was represented by the central portion of the corresponding 
dental plate. It is readily distinguished from all the described 
species of PkyUodus, by the unusual thickness of the teeth, and 
by the fact that the longest of the series are considerably 
curved, so that the crushing surface of the plate is concave 
transversely. This species was named Phyllodus carvidens. 
The specimen on which it is established was found near Shiloh, 
Cumberland County, New Jersey, in the Miocene Marl, and is, 
therefore, the most recent known representative of this type 
of fishes. 

Another new species from the Tertiary was indicated by the 
palatal plate of a fossil ray, for which the name MyliobcUea 
biaiUciis was proposed. It differs from the species of this 
genus already described, in having the central row of teeth 
marked along the median line by a deep groove. In other re- 
spects the dental surface is remarkably smooth and flat. This 
specimen is from the Eocene greensand of Monmouth County, 
New Jersey, and also belongs to the Museum of Yale College. 

Among the Cretaceous specimens exhibited were several 
ichthyodorulites, which evidently belonged to Chimseroid 
fishes, and indicated a species new to science. One of these 
was a dorsal spine, nearly perfect, and about fourteen inches 
in length. It is somewhat curved, and remarkably slender, 
being but nine lines in antero-posterior diameter at the base, 
and tapering regularly to the apex. It is compressed trans- 
versely, suboval in general outline, and has the posterior sur- 
face slightly concave in the lower portion. The upper half of 
this surface is armed with two rows of very sharp, decurved 
teeth, while the corresponding part of the anterior face has a 
sharp cutting edge, which toward the distal end is finely Efer- 
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rated. The sides of the spine are smooth, or faintly striated. 
This specimen was found by John G. Meirs, Esq., in the up- 
per Cretaceous marl bed, near Homerstown, New Jersey, and 
the species is named Dipiistis Meirsii, in honor of the dis- 
coverer. Fragments of this species, of much larger size than 
the specimen described, are not uncommon in the same geo- 
logical horizon in other parts of the State. 

Another Cretaceous species, Enchodus semistriattLS^ was de- 
scribed from a number of shed teeth. The most perfect of 
these was fourteen lines in length and three and a half lines in 
diameter at the base. It was slightly sigmoid in shape, com- 
pressed, and has in front a sharp cutting edge which is 
minutely denticulated. The rounded posterior surface was 
marked by delicate striae, except near the apex, which is fhr- 
nished with a distinct barb. Some of the smaller teeth were 
more nearly straight, and apparently without the barb. All 
the specimens of this species yet discovered are from the lower 
Cretaceous Marl bed of New Jersey. 



II. ZOOLOGY. 

O 1. Observations on Phtllopod Crustacea of the Fahilt 
Branchipidje, with descriftioi^pe.some^ew Genera 
AND Species, from AMERiCA.*^3y a1 ET^ESfitL, of 

New Haven, Conn. 

• 

The Phyllopod Crustacea are among the most interesting of 
the Entomostraca, as they are also by far the most beautiful. 
In size the species generally exceed those of most other groups, 
except the Limuloids and Cirripeds. The numerous peculiar 
natatory appendages, which are moved with a peculiarly grace- 
ful undulatory motion, give them an elegant appearance when 
in motion. In this country they have hitherto been but little 

* An abstract of this communication was printed in the "American Journal 
of Science/' zlyili, p. 244, Sept., 1869, and reprinted in " The Annals and Magazine 
of Natural History." In the present paper many alterations and additions have 
been made. 
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Btadied, and doubtless many more forms remain to be dis- 
covered. 

Among those already described from North America, are two 
species of Apus^ A. gldddlis^ from the Arctic regions, and A. 
longkaudatus Leconte, flrom the Rocky Mountains. 

In the following remarks those belonging to the Branchi- 
pidsB are alone considered. 

AB.TBHIA Leach, 1819. 

This genus is characterized by having eleven pair of four- 
jointed branchial ''feet" or fins along the sides of the body, 
the middle ones being longest ; each joint bearing fldt branchial 
appendages, ciliated by sharp setse, as in the other genera of 
the family. The abdomen is slender, six-jointed, the last joint 
long, terminated by two small projecting appendages, each 
bearing six to ten plumose setse. The first abdominal segment 
bears the external sexual organs of the male, and a short, di- 
lated, ovigerous pouch in the female. In the male the head 
bears in front a pair of large, three-jointed hooks or clasping 
organs, each of which has on the inner side of its basal joint a 
small, rounded appendage ; a pair of slender antennse, just back 
of these, terminated by two or three minute setse ; a pair of 
pedunculated compound eyes, and a dark spot on the middle 
of the head, which is the remains of the single eye of the 
young. The mouth below is provided with a broad labrum, a 
pair of mandibles, two pairs of jaws, and a pair of lateral pa- 
pillae. In the female the head lacks the stout claspers, which 
are replaced by a pair of comparatively small, simple, horn- 
shaped organs. 

According to Dr. Baird,* the genus Evlimene Latreille, 1817, 
was based on specimens of A, salina^ which were badly pre- 
served and erroneously described. That name was, however, 
preoccupied among Acalephs. 

This interesting genus is remarkable for its habit of living 
and flourishing best in very saline and alkaline waters, such as 
the natural salt lakes of Egypt, Utah, etc., and the artificial 
brines formed by the evaporation of sea-water by exposure 

* Monograph of fhe Family Branchlpodidn, etc., hi Annala and Mag. Nat. 
mstory, yol. U, p. 216, 1854. 
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to the heat of the sun, as in England, France and the West 
Indies. 

The species first made known, A. scUina Leach (Cancer »a- 
linits Linn.), was first described by Schlosser,* who found it in 
great provision in the brines of Lymington, England. Linn6 
indicates it also from the salt lakes of Siberia (perhaps a dis- 
tinct species, t and probably the same as that observed by Pal- 
last in great numbers in the Great Schim61^e). More recently 
it has been described from the salterns of southern. France, at 
Montpellier, etc.§ The genus has been found also in the Lakes 
Goumphidich, Amaruh and B6dah in Egypt, which are re- 
ported to be both very saline and alkaline, their bottoms being 
"coTcred with a layer of crystals of carbonate of soda, sul- 
phate of soda, and common salt," while the density of the 
water is stated at 1.255. The Egyptian species appearsnot to 
have been described as yet.|| In the Antilles A. Chiildingi 
Thompson occurs.f A, Milhausenii Edw. (Fischer sp.) is 
found in Lake Loak in the Crimea.** A few years ago PJrof. B. 
Silliman presented to the Museum of Yale College a number 
of specimens of a new species, A, Monica V., which he collected 
in Mono Lake, California, where it occurs in great abundance 

* Obfienrationfl p^riodiques sur la physique, Phistoire natorelle et les beaux-arts, 
par Gautier, 1766 (with figures). An extract flrom this is repubUshed in Annals des 
Sciences nat., 2e ser., t. IS, p. 236, 1840, in an elaborate description of the anatomy, 
development, habits, etc., of Ariemia talina by M. Joly, illustrated by two excel- 
lent plates of the female and young. M. Joly failed to observe the male among 
more than a thousand females, and* therefore doubted whether the sexes were dis- 
tinct, suggesting that the males, very weU described by Schlosser, were only the 
young, although that author described them as clasping the Ibmales in the well 
known manner, but he did not observe the actual copulation. 

See also an article by Thdmas Backett, in Trans. Linn. Soc. of London, vol. xi, 
p. 205, pi. U, 1812 (figures very bad); Thompson, Zoological Besearches, No. 5, p. 
105, 1. 1 and 2; W. Baird, Nat. Hist, of the British Entomostraca, p. 61, tab. ii, figs. 
2-4 (figures very good, but the specimens probably not ftill-grown). 

t Polpartemia forcipata Fischer, is ftom the rivers of Siberia and also firom Lap- 
land. It resembles Artetnia, but has nineteen pairs of natatory appendagea and 
also peculiar appendages to the male claspers, with the second Joint divided. 

X Voyage en dUTi^rentes provinces de I'empire deBussie, t. ii, p. 505 (t. Joly). 

% M. Payen, Note sur des animaux qui colorent en rouge les marais salans, Ann. 
des Sci. nat., 2« ser., t. 6, 1836, p. 219 (contains experiments on the effects caused 
by altering composition and density of the water); also op. cit., t. 10, 1838, p. 315; 
Joly, op. cit., 1. 13, p. 225, 1840 (see above) ; Milne Edwards, Crustao^, t. ill, p. 860, 
1840. 

II Audouln, Ann. des Sci. nat., 2« ser., t. 6, 1836, p. 230. 

IT Thompson, Zool. Besearches, fas. 7, pi. i, figs. 11-12. 

*• Edwards, Crustaods, t. lil, p. 370, 1840. 
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associated with the larvae of EphydraJ^ The water of this 
lake is very dense, and not only very saline, but also so alka- 
line that it is said to be used for removing grease from clothing. 
I have been unable, however, to find any reliable analysis of 
this water. It is said to contain, also, biborate of soda. Prof. 
Silliman informs me that the genus also occurs in Little Salt 
Lake. It occurs in great abundance in Great Salt Lake, 
Utah, as I am infbrmed by Prof. D. C. Eaton, who obtained 
specimens there during the present summer, t The water of 
Great Salt Lake has usually been described by travellers as 
destitute of all life, but according to Prof. Eaton it contains 
not only an abundance of ArtemioR^ but also various other small 
animals, insect larvae, etc. The density of the water is stated at 
1.170^, but doubtless varies according to the season. | It 
yields, according to Dr. Gide, over 22 per cent of solid mat- 
ter,§ while the Syracuse Saline, one of the richest natural 
brines in the United States, contains but 19.16 per cent.| A 
few weeks ago Mr. Oscar Harger discovered another new spe- 
cies, A^ gracilis Y., near New Haven, under very peculiar cir- 
cumstances. On the long wooden bridge across West River 
and the extensive salt marsh on the West Haven side, are 
placed large wooden tubs filled with water from various pools 
on the marsh, to be used in case of fire. By long exposure to 
the sun and air the water in these becomes concentrated and 
thus fhmishes suitable stations for the rapid increase of Ar- 
temim. On examining the tubs the first of August I found 
eight of them partly filled with water, in six of which the 

« 

* VeirUli Proceedings Boston Soo. Kat Hist., yol. zl, p. 8, 1866 (the larvaB were 
wrongly referred to Eri9UM$)', Packard, on Insects inhabiting salt-water, Proc 
Essex Inst., vol. ri, p. 41, 1889. 

f This species has since been examined and found to be a distinct species, A, 

X The density of the water of the Atlant&o Ocean is stated at 1.036; that of the 
Bead Sea 1.180 to 1.237. 

i This solid matter, according to Dr. Gale (Amer. Joomal Science, n, yol. xyii, 
p. 1S9), has the following composition : 

. Chlorid of sodium, 90.196 

Sulphate of soda, 1.884 

Chlorid of magnesium, 8G2 

Chlorid of calcium, trace 

82.288 
||iy>r analyses of several of these brines, see Dana's System of Mineralogy, 
Gth edition, 1868, p. U8. 

A.A.A.S. VOL.XVm. 80 
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Artemi(B were found in abundance, though more numorons in 
one than in any of the others.'- In one tub, in which the 
water had a decidedly milky appearance, they were so abun- 
dant that hundreds could be obtained in a few minutes. The 
water in some of the other tubs containing them was of a red- 
dish or brownish hue, or about the color of weak tea. In two 
no Artemiae could be seen, and in these the water api>eared to 
have been more recently renewed. Search was made in the 
pools fix>m which the water had been taken, but no ArtenwB 
were found, though doubtless fh>m these places the progenitors 
of those inhabiting the tubs must have been taken. It is prob- 
able that in the pools they exist in very small numbers, being 
kept in check partly by various small fishes and other enemies, 
and partly by the unfavorable character of the water, while in 
the tubs the density of the water is more favorable for their 
rapid increase, and unfavorable or fatal to their enemies.* The 
water from the tubs, when examined with a high power of the 
microscope, was found to be filled with immense numbers of 
infhsoria of various kinds, such as monads, vibrios and bac- 
teria, most of which were so small as to be distinguishable 
only as moving points with a ^ inch objective. 

In the salterns of France the Artemi<B are associated with 
immense numbers of a monad, usually bright red in color, 
which has been named Monas Dunalii by Joly, who attributes 
to it the red color which the brine assumes just before crystal- 
lization,! as well as the red color observed in the Artemim^ 
which doubtless feed upon it, as well as. upon various other 
living infhsoria, and dead animal and vegetable matter of vari- 
ous kinds.l The Monaa DuncUii appears in abundance in the 
water having the density most favorable for ArteTnia^ but in-' 
creases in far greater proportion in the still denser, nearly or 
quite saturated brine in which Artemia does not live. The 
observations of Fayen and Joly show that the A, mUna of 

• Tbe density of the water in two of the tabs containing most Ariemim, was 
1.065, equivalent to a brine containing 9^07 per cent of salt. One of those tested 
was brownish, the other milky: 

t RecheroheQ snr la Coloration en ronge des Marais Salans M^ditenrantais, par 
H. Jolj, Annals des Sciences natnrelles, ae ser., t. xiU, 1840, p. 906. 

X According to M. Joly, op. cit., p. 908, a beetle, Sifdraponu taUmu8 Joly, also 
inhabits the salterns, where the water has a density of 6* or 7* Banm^, and pr^ys 
upon the Artemim, 
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France can exist in waters vaiyii^ in density ftvm 4* to 30^ 
Banmi, bat that tbey fioniish beat in those that have a densily 
of 10" to 15".* According to Backett those of Lymii^ton do 
not live in Uie water which is ondergoing the first stage of con- 
centration, but only in the pkoa of concenbated brine, contain- 
ing about " a quarter of a pound of salt to the pint." 

Oar A. gracilis can exist without apparent inconvenience 
wtten the water in which they occur ia i^uted with an equal 
balk of fi-esb water, aa well as when it is mach concentrated 
by evaporatton. The water in which they were found varies in 
density from 1.060 to 1.065. 



American Joamal of Science, zlvlil, p. 218, September, 1869; re- 
printed in Ann. and Ujig. of Nat. History, Vol. It, p. SSI, 188B. 

Body slender, in the male *h>. it 

about .3 of an inch long ; in the 
female .4. Claspers of the male 
relatively long and powerftil, first' 
Joint thickened, with a distinct _ 
angle at the articulation on the 
oatside and a short, rounded, 
nearly senucircnlar process onj 
the inside near the base, about 
its own diameter from the base ; 
second Joint broad, flattened, 
ContinuoaB with the third Joint, 
strongly cmred, outline newly 
regularly convex on the oatstde, 
until near the middle it end-* 
denly bends inward forming an 
obtase angle, beyond which the 
outline is concave to the last 
articulation, where it becomes 
agidn convex, forming on the last Joint a slight, rounded angle, 

•1* (0 sr Burnt It «qalT«lent to & imtitj of »boat IM to 1 j« ; lir to UCz 1.07B 
tol.UT. AbrliiBluirliigftd«a6tt7ari,lB0, whlohUiiMvlrtb&tttf *a*-w>ter, ooa 
talui alwnt 1.760 percent or Mlt; oot 00^.110 etiBUiB»nsiBpnotBt;oMatlJm 
■bout 10.tn par cent; 1.117 aboat IS.TM per oent. 

inganl.—ArUitla graelUt, ttmalej eDlWgedj dnwn from Urlng apodmea 
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tibe inner edge Is nearly straight. Or bnt slightly concave, to the 
last articnlatioii, vhere there is a slight bat distinct angle ; 
last Joint triangular, longer Qton broad, tapering to the aoote, 
slightly ezcorred point. Antennte slender, elongated, readiing 
beyond the first articulation of the claspers, terminal setie 
minnte. Abdomen slender, smooth, the terminal lobes bidbU, 
longer tilian broad, broadly rounded at the end, slightly con- 
stricted at the base inside, each bearing usually 7 or 9 plumoee 
Jig, !.• setse, the central ones much the 

longest. Ovigerous pouch of the 
female, when seen from below, flask- 
shaped, the neck extending back- 
ward and downward, short, thick, 
subcylindrical toward the end, the 
body of the "flask" short, thick, 
swollen laterally, broader than long, 
the sides terminating ontwardly in a 
small, triangular, sharp tooth, some- 
times showing a minute spine. This 
poudi is generally filled with numer- 
ous large, brownish e^s. 

Color generally reddish, flesh- 
color, or light greenish, translucent ; the males asoally lighter, 
greenish white, the intestines generally showing through fts a 
dark reddish or greenish median line ; eyes very dark brown, 
or black; ovaries often whitish, along each side of the ab- 
domen. 

An adult male gives the following measurements : — distance 
between eyes 1.81""; breadth of head ,76; length of eye- 
etalks .62 ; length of first joint of the claspers .91 ; its breadth 
.72; breadth of its appendage .18; length of second and 
third Joints fiY>m outer edge of first articulation to the tip 
2.i$ ; greatest breadth .87 ; In^adth at last articulation .72 ; 
length of last Joint 1.05; length of last joint of abdomen, ex- 
clusive of appendages, 1.00 ; its breadth .81 ; length of prece- 

•ngora >.— a, bead at A. gn^it, male, Ttewed (Tom below, ibowing put of 
ths month orgaitB, the ejea lud the elanpan; b, abdomen of the same, wltb mala 
IB e^, (Dteimai and daapcn ; il, Mndal IH>- 
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ding Joint .42 ; its breadth .87 ; length of terminal appendages 
.21 ; breadth .096 ; length of longest set® .70. 

New Haven, Conn. Charlestown, Mass., on railroad bridge 
across Charles Biver in tabs of concentrated sea-water.* 

Abtemia. Monioa VerriU, op. dt., p. S49. 
Figure 2, e. d. 

Form similar to that of the preceding species, but a little 
larger and stouter. The largest female is 18™" (.52 of an inch) 
long, the abdomen being 6™° ; and 5™" across the branchial feet 
in their natural, partly extended, position. The Ingest male 
is 11.6™° (.46 of an inch) long, the abdomen being 6™". The 
daspers of the male are relatively stoater, the hook or outer 
two joints being much broader, more triangular, and less elon- 
gated. The inner edge of the first joint, as seen from below, is 
regularly convex, bearing the appendage on its most convex 
part, and not so near the base as in ^. gracUis^ the distance be- 
ing about twice the breadth of the organ, which is about as 
broad as long and regularly rounded. At the articulation the 
outer edge of the joint projects as a distinct angle. The second 
and third joint together have a nearly triangular fonui the 
breadth being about half the length ; the outer edge is regularly 
rounded, shorter than in the preceding; it forms little more 
than a right angle with the front edge, which is nearly straight 
or a little concave, sometimes slightly convex at the last articu- 
lation, but not forming a distinct angle there ; the inner edge of 
the hook is a little concave on the first jouit, becoming convex 
at the last articulation, where there is a distinct but very obtuse 
angle. The last joint is almost regularly triangular, about as 
broad as long, tapering to an obtuse point, the inner edge be- 
ing a little convex. The antennas are very slender and do not 
reach the first articulation of the claspers. The caudal append- 
ages are smaller than in A, gracUUj and scarcely longer than 
broad, rounded at the end, terminated by nine or ten very slen- 
der pulmose setae. The egg-pouch of the female is broad flask- 
shaped, strongly convex in the middle below, the sides not 
forming such sharp angles as in A gracilis. 

*J)uiing the progress of the meeting Br. G. H. Perkins discovered this species 
in great abundance in tnbs of water taken fh>m the Charles Biyer and kept on the 
Eastern Bailroad bridge. FroHsssor Agassia also stated that he had formerly ob- 
served this or a similar species in the salt vats at Cape Cod. 
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The English specimens of A. aalina, as figured by Babd, 
differ from both the preceding species in having longer, more 
corred, and sharper clasping hooks, and the basal appendage 
more elongated ; Uie ^^-poach, though badly figured, is of a 
very difibrent form. The French specimens, as figured by Joly, 
appear like a distinct species, the egg^waoh being of a very 
difi'erent form, and the caudal appendages very much longer and 
larger than in either of our species, while Baird's figure repre- 
sents them as very small ; bat his specimens appear to have 
been smaller, and may have been immature, for these species 
begin to breed before they are half-grown. Whether the French 
species be distinct ftom Ute English can only be determined by 
additional examinations, especially of the male, for the male of 
the former appears not to have been figured hitherto. 

AximMU nmnjaTerriU. 
American Jonmal at Science, ToL xlrlll, p. 480, Not., 1869. 
This species grows to a laiger size than I hare observed in 
either of the others, some of the specimens being fall .75 of an 
^ ^, inch Itmg. The claapers 

of the male (fig. 3, a) are 
stout, with the second Joint 
broader and more triangu- 
lar than in either ot the 
preceding species. The 
outer angle of the second 
Joint of the claspers is very 
prominent, and the outline 
from thence to the tip is decidedly concave, in this respect 
resembling those of A, gradlU more than those of A, Monica. 
The caadd appendages (fig. 3,6) appear to be shorter than in 
either of the others, but this character varies conuderably 
with age in all the species of this geau8.t Great Salt Lake, 
Utah,— Sereno Watson ; D. C. Eaton ; S. A. Briggs. 

iDoldB dnwlngi by the author from alcohollo specIniAiii, enlused mtbd dlameUra. 

t For thia rauon Mveral Qomiii&l European spsdea, eaUbUibed mainly on dlf< 
ftoTcaoe* in tha caQdal lobes and letn, ere prabably only the ronnsofoflia«,OT all 
pailiapB ot A. nUna, eapeciall7 since tboH with sniall cwidal lobe* and AnroTno 
aetn, areduorlbedaaunaU; aefbr example,^, am* an null, A. arlMm and A. 
Xoppentana (TlBuher apaolM). 

Another apeclu haj reoanUr been made known from Maw Sontb Walw, A. 
prwttma King, Entom. Soe., K. S, Walea, Vol. I, pi, zi. 



This speciea occurs in vast numbers in the .very dense waters 
of Great Salt Labe, together with the larvie of EjAj/dra. 



BraiteJt^piu Shceflfar, Blementa entomologlca, ?I. 99, figs. 6, 7, 1766, 
(type, S. piKifoTTais = B. itagnalU Lltm. sp.). 

Srattch^us (jxiTt) Lamarck, LatrelUe, Leach, Edwards. 

ChiroeepJialui {part) Dana (non BSnedlct Pr^Toet, 1808; Jnrlne, 
ThompsOQ, Balrd). 

Under the name, Bratickipua, at least five or six g^ierio 
groups have been confounded by various authors. 

Branchipus shonld be restricted to the original species de- 
scribed by Shoeffer and the allied species, of which B. atagTtalU 
(Linn, sp.) is one, if not identicid with B, piadformia, as is 
generally supposed. 

_ As thos restricted the genus is characterized by the stout 
two-Jointed claepers of the male, with or without a tooth near 
the base of the hook, the basal n^. t* 

joint being swollen; by having a 
pair of simple appendages resemb- 
ling antennffi between the bases 
of the claspers in front (fig. 4, c) ; 
by &e large, thick, oval e^- 
ponches of the female, and, ap- 
parently, by the stmcture of the 
branchial oi^ans. The typical spe- 
des have, in addition to the pair 

of slender antenniform organs, a short bilobed organ (d) be- 
tween the bases of the claspers in ftx>nt. 

The type of this genus is 3. atagnaiis of Europe (flg. 4, 
head of male). It is doubtful whether any other described 
species can be properly referred to the genus. « 

Stkbptocefsilub Balrd. 

Honograpb of the Famllj BrancUpodldn, etc, In Annals and Hag. 

Hat. History, vol 14, p. ElB, 1S61. 

BeteroftrancA^ua Verrill, American Joor. Science, xlvUl, p. 260, 1869. 

Body and caudal appendages as in Branchipus; natatory o^ 

*Tlgiua4. — £niiKJI4nuMiviuUiL«belIle.beidofinale. enlarged; a,BDteiuin; 
i,ejn; e, onleniillbimocfaiui d, bllobod orsan M baae of olMpenj ■,elMpen. 
Trtaa Latrellla aAer BhoBlRir'i flgan of B, plte^f^nHt. 
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gans in eleven pairs. The daspers of the male are long, ttu^e- 
jointed, tortuoas or twisted; the terminal joint sabdivided 
more or less, into two or more branches, or bearing slend^ 
appendages. Near base of claspers are two antenniform 
organs. Front of head with a bilobed organ, between bases 
of claspers. Male organs long, slender, oomplez. Egg-poadi 
elongated or conical. 

This genus includes S. cafer (Loven sp.) Baird, fix>m the 
marshes of South Africa ; S. aimUis Baird, from St. Domingo, 
West Indies; S. torvicomis (Waga sp.) Baird, from near 
Warsaw, in the latter the claspers are said to be as long as 
all the rest of the body ; S. rfibncaudahia (SInnzinger sp.) 
from Eosseir, near the Bed Sea. * The last species has very 
long'slender claspers in the male ; the first joint bearing a len- 
der antenniform organ at its outer end ; the second with three 
slender teeth-Uke processes on the outer side; the third is 
crooked, subdivided at the end into two long crooked branches, 
of which the inner is much the longest, sickle-shaped, and ser- 
rated on the inner edge. The external male organs are com- 
paratively small and simple. The egg-pouch is long, slender, 
and beaked atHhe end. This and S, torvicomis are closely 
allied and should be considered typical species of Strepto- 
cepTicUuSj while S. cafer and S. simUis might well be separated, 
as a subgenus, at least, under the name of Heterolmmch^pus. 

CmBOCKFHALUB Pl«T08t, 1806. 

This genus, established for C. diaphanus^ is evidently very 
distinct from both the preceding. The typical species is large, 
stout, and remarkable for the singular appendages between the 
claspers of the male, on the front of the head. These consist 
of t^ro long, ligttlate, fleshy processes, serrated on each side, 
which coil in a spiral beneath the head, but when extended, as 
in copulation, reaching beyond the claspers ; attached to the 
outer side of each of these are four long processes, strongly 
serrate on the inner edge, and near the base another laige, 
broad, thin, subtriangular appendage^ its edges strongly ser- 
rate, especially in front, capable of folding up like a fan when 
not in use. The claspers have a much swollen basal joint, a 

* Zeitoohrift fttr Wissensoh. Zoologie, zvil p. SS, Taf. iy. flgs. 1-9, 1887. 
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strongly serrate tooth on the inside of the base of the second . 
joint, which beyond this is slender and regularly curved. Egg- 
poach long-oval, large and thick; caudal appendages large; 
male organs and branchiae peculiar. 

O. dktphanua Frev., inhabits firesh-water pools in France, 
Switzerland and England. It is well described and figured in 
Baird's British Entomostraca, p. 39, tab. m and iv. 

Dr. Baird, in his monograph, refers to this genus the follow- • 
ing species:-^ 

O. davigw (Fischer, sp.), firom Siberia; C Mrostraiua 
(Fischer, sp.), near Charkow, Russia ; C. lacunoe (Gu6rin, sp.), 
near Fontainebleau ; C. Middendorfflanus (Fischer, sp.), from 
Siberia and Lapland. 

The last appears, however, to belong rather to our Branchi- 
neeta^ and (7. lacunm ought, perhaps, to form the type of a dis- 
tinct genus, since it lacks the complicated appendages of 0. 
diaphanua. This refere9ce of C. birostratiis is also scarcely 
satisfactory ; it may be iiearer to our EtLbranchipiM. 

BUBBAKcmpus, gen. noy. 

Body robust, with.eleven pair of natatory appendages. Male 
with large head and very stout daspers ; first joint of clasper 
much swollen, capable of retracting the basal portion of* the 
second joint into their cavity ; second joint stout at base ; in 
the typical species with a large tooth on the inside, the outer 
portion tapering, rather obtuse. 

Front of head, between the bases of fhe claspers, bears two 
thin, flat, tapering appendages, serrated on the edges and 
transversely striated or jointed. Caudal appendages long 
lanceolate, with numerous plumose setae. Egg-pouch short 
and thick, swollen and broad-oval. 

Besides the following species this genuJB appears to include 
Branchipus gpinosus Edw., from a salt lake near Odessa, but 
the latter appears to have no tooth at the base of the second 
joint of the claspers. 

EuBRANomFUS VKBNAiJS Venill. 
J5ranchipu8 vemalis Yerrill, op. cit., p. 251. 
Form rather stout, large ; the f\ill grown females are 23"™ 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVm. 31 
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. (.90 of an inoh) long, the abdomen being 14™* ; and 6.5™ 
iride aoroaa the branchial <»^;aiiB in their natural position ; 
j^ g^, breadth of head across 
the eyes 4"". A large 
mole ia 22™ (.86 of an 
i inch) long, the body 
12™; the breadth of 
• head across eyes 6*~ ; 
Qie entire length of ' 
claspers 8™. The 
clas^ers are very large 
and strong, the basal 
Joint mnoh swollen 
with a soft int^nment, 
capable of retracting 
the basal portion of 
the second joint into 
itself by involntion of 
iUi outer edge ; the sec- 
ond Joinfr is elongated, broad and stout at base, with an angle 
on the outside, trom which it rapidly nar: rat ■ t 
rows by strongly concave outlines on each 
edge, bnt most so on the outside ; at the 
constricted portion, not far fk'om the base, 
it bean a large, strong, very prominent, 
crooked, bluntly pointed tooth, which is 
directed inward and backward, not serrate 
on its outer side; beyond the tooth the 
rest of the J<^t Is loi^ and rather slen- 
der, curved outward and forward at base, 
having Just beyond the tooth on the inside 
A distinot bnt very obtuse rounded angle, 
bom which the outline slightly curves in- 
ward to near the tip, which is a little dila- ■ 

ted snd recurved. The basal portion, in- 
cluding the tooth, is retracted into the first joint in some 

•nsnreG,— Heftdof EfbrmteUput vernnUt, male; a, Mmted orguu bctweta 
tha bua* or (he eU«p«rs ; b, aeoond Joint of otupvn ; c, flnt Jotnt, wlOi tbe baul 
poitloii ol tl>e HKund Jolot aomeirtiat retr*oe«d bito Iti esTttr. 

t rifftiTa S, — Oaadil appendage* of the sune ■peolman. Both Bsnnu an Ihm 
cameraTlnclda llgnrM by Ide author, enlaigad lix diunetor*. 
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Bpedmens. On the front of the head between the basal Joints 
of the claspers are two flat, lanceolate, short, ligolate, fleshy 
processes, with finely serrate eclges, usually coiled down, but 
when extended scarcely more than half as long as the basal 
joint of the claspers. Antennae small and very slender, taper- 
ing, reaching a little beyond the eyes. Caudal appendages 
long, rather narrow, slightly swollen at base, gradually taper- 
ing to the acute tips, and bearing along the sides, except 
at base, very numerous, long plumose set». Egg-pouches 
short, broad-oval, nearly as wide as long^ slightly three-lobed 
posteriorly, the central lobe largest, sides extended and 
largely adherent to the sides of the abdomen, length 4™" ; 
breadth 8.5. Body flesh-color or pale red, the intestine darker 
red or greenish. 

A large male gives the following measurements : length of 
first joint of claspers 4.62™" ; diameter 2.40 ; length of second 
joint 4.14 ; breadth at base 1.90 ; at tooth .72 ; in nuddle .52 ; 
length of tooth .90 ; its diameter .88 ; length of caudal ap- 
pendages 4; breadth at base .88; in middle .20; length of 
setffi 2 ; length of antenn® 8. 

New Haven, in stagnant pools, — J* D. Dana, D. C. Eatoiu 
A. £. VerriU; Salem, Mass., April 19, 1859,— B. H. Wheat- 
land, C* Cooke (from Essex Institute) ; Cambridge, Mass., — 
A. E. Verrill. 

This differs widely from all the described species of Europe, 
in the character of the claspers of the male aAd their appen- 
dages. E, spinoaa resembles our species somewhat in tiie 
frontal appendages between the claspers, but lacks the con- 
spicuous tooth at the base of their second joint. The shape 
of the egg-pouch in our species is also characteristic. 

This is doubtless the species referred to by Dr. Gould under 
the name of BrcMt^ipua Magnolia. * Dekay f copied the diag- 
nosis of B, stagnalis ( 9) from a foreign work, and gave a fig- 
ure of Chiroc^haiua diapJiant^y copied apparently from Des- 
marets, pi. 56, which is itself a copy. 

This species appears very early in spring, often in great num- 
bers, in quiet pools. I have never seen it later than the middle 

^Inverlebnta of Hassachasetts, p. 389. 

rNotuml History of New York, Zoology, Part I, OnistaoeA, p. 68, pi. ix, Kg. 86. 
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of May, yet aince the indiTiduala seen in early spring are ftili- 
grown, it might, doabtleaa, be found aim in aatninn. 

BSAHCKINBOTA iferrlll, op. olt, p. UO. 

Form rather slender, wi& the median appendages longest, 
HO as to somewhat resemble Artemia in ontline, bat lai^v.' 
Male with rather slender, pointed, rounded, two-Jointed clas- 
pers ; the basal joint somewhat enlaiged, with an oblique row 
of small teeth on the inner side ; the second Joint curved, 
tapering, the inner edge usually finely serrulate. Front of head 
and base of claspers without other ^pendages of any kind. 
Caudal appendages slender, or narrow lanceolate, fringed with 
plumose setee. Egg-pouch much elongated, and in some, if 
not all species, with lateral lobes at base. 

Bramchikkjt* ABcnc* VerrilL 
Sranchiput (Braaditnerta) arcticvg Verrill, op. clt., p. 25S, 1869. 
Sranchiput paludo$ue Packsrd, Invertebrate Fauna of Iiabrabor, In 

Hem. Boston Soc. Katnral History, 1, p. 295 (nott HIiller). 

Pig. 7.. Form slender; body short; abdo- 

men elongated. A fhll sized male is 
20™ (.80 of an inch) long, excln- 
sive of the claspers, the abdomen 
being 13*" ; the breadth between the 
eyes 8™. A female 20™ long, with 
the abdomen 12™', has an egg-poach 
6.2 long. Branchial "feet" slender, 

' elongated, the middle ones longest, 4 ' 

to 5~" long when extended. Clas- 
pers of the male (fig. 7 a) rather long 
and slender ; the basal Joint is bnt 
little swollen, elongated, regularly 
curved, with a small tooth or prom- 
inent angle at the articulation on. the 
inside, and on the inner aide a row 
of numerous small, distinct, sharp 

teeth, extending from the articulation about half way to the 

base, and arranged somewhat obliquely ; second Joint slender. 
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r^ularly corred, tapering to a blunt point, the inner edge 

iDiunt«ly Bermlate. Front simply curved with no appeDdages. 

Antennfe slender, Bcarcely more than half the length of the 
j^ g , basal joint of the claapera. Labrum long and nar- 
row, mandibles stout, strongly curved, bluntly 
pointed. Oandal append^es (fig. 8) slender lan- 
ceolate, rather small, with long slender setse. 
Egg-pouch (fig. 9) much elongated, slender, sub- 
cylindrical, beaked or sli^tly bilobed at the end, 
the upper or dorsal lobe longest; basal portion 
with two small rounded lateral lobes. 

A large male gives the following measurements 
breadth between outer extremity of eyes 3.46°™ 

diameter of eyes .66 ; length of basal Joint of claspers 1.66 

breadth .71 ; length of second joint 

1.29 ; breadth at its base .46 ; width of *"«- »l 

mandibles at middle .66 ; length of cau- 
dal appendages .96 ; breadth at base 

.16 ; length of longest sette .84 to 1"". 
Color of preserved specimens pale 

reddish, with dark green intestine. I^b- 

rador, at "Indian Tickle" on the north 

shore of Invuctoke Inlet, abundant in a 

pool of firesh-water. — Dr. A. S. Packard. ■ 
Dr. W. Baird in Ann. and Mag. Nat. 

Hist., vol. 14, 1854, p. 228, mentions 

imperfect specimens of a species brought 

from Cape Kruseustern by Sir John Bichardson, which were 

probably of the present specie^. It was found with Apua 

Bbahcbhhcta aB(EHi.Aia>icA Tflrrlll. 

BrantA^rtu (Brattehinecta) Qranlandicut TerrlU, op. clt., p. 2GS. 

A little stouter than the last ; the largest male is 17™* long 
exclusfre of claspers, tbe abdomen being lO*™, including cau- 
dal appendages. Claspers similar to those of B. arctica but 

• Ftgnre 8. — Cradal AppendsgeB of B. arcUca, male. • 

t Flsnre 9. — Egg'tHiDCb of C. orcliaa, contalulDg eggn. All Uieee flgnres ,kra 
from eamira-laoldn drawlDgi b; Ui« anUior, eulmrged aereD dluaetarB. 
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more elongated, the basal joint less curved, and the second 

, joint longer, leas i^^nlarly cnrred, t^>ering mor* 

quickly at base and oonaeqaently mora attenuated 

I beyond the middle and with more slender tips, 
which are nearly straight. The tooth on the 
inside of the first Joint 1b rather more promi- 
nent, bat tiie TOW of teeth along the inside ia 
similar. Caodal appendages stonter, tapering 
more r^idly. External male oigans , slender, 
onrred ontward, sw<dlen at base. The lai^est 
female is not matnre and the egg-pouch cootuns 
no e^s ; it is small, slender, elongated, snbcyHndrio^, beaked 
at the end. 

The largest male gives the following measorement : breadth 
between eyes 3.20°°" ; length of baaal joint of claspers 2.81 ; 
breadth .95 ; length of second joint 3.24 ; its breadtti at base 
.76 ; length of caodal appendages .66 ; width at base .24 ; 
Length of setee .76. 

Greenland. — Dr. Chr. Lutken (from the DniTersily Zoologi- 
cal Mosenm, Copenhagen). 

Of tUs species I have seen but fonr specimens, which were 
sent to Dr. A. S. Packard by Dr. Liitken, nnder the name of 
B. paludosus Miiller. The latter appears to be quite distinct, 
Judging &om the figures; it is represented as havliig very 
slender, linear, caudal appendages. In the form of the egg- 
pouch, and the seiration of the first joint of the claspers it is 
similar. 

This species is very closely allied to B- arctioa, and when a 
larger series of specimens can be examined it may prove to be 
only a local variety, but the specimens studied show diSbrenoes 
that seems to warrant their separation. 

Branchinecta paiudosa {Branchipus paiudomia Mull.) is also 
a northern species of this genus, allied to the two preceding, 
but differing from both, according to the figures and descrip- 
tions, as mentioned under the last. B. ferox (Branchipits ferox 
Edw., Crust., iii, p. 369) is from f^esb-water near Odessa. 
The description is so brief and imperfect that it« generic afllni- 
fFlgnra 10.— Csodil ■ppmdaBM ot BranMitteta OnnlaniUaa V., nude, ea- 
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ties cannot be made oat with perfect certainty, but it agrees 
better with this genus tlian with any other. B. Middendorff- 
ana (Eischer sp.) from Siberia and Lapland, may also be- 
long here. 



2. On thb Trekd op the Rockt Mouvtaik Range Nobth' 

OF LaT. 60^ AKD ITS INFLUENCE ON FaTTNAL DISTRIBU- 
TION. By W. H. Dall of Washington, D. C. 

About latitude 6^0^ north, this great range nearly approaches 
the coast range, and about latitude 64^ bends, in a confrised 
mass of mountains, trending with the coast to the south and 
westward, and gradually coalescing and becoming merged with 
the Alaskan Bange, which forms the backbone of the penin- 
sula of Aliaska. 

To the north of this there are no considerable elevations 
worthy of the name of mountains, except a few peaks of the 
Bomanzoff Mountains. All the ranges of hills and mountains 
have the same ffen^nd trend. 

Bering Strait is only thirty fathoms deep, and although 
there is a deep ocean valley culminating in the mouth of Plover 
Bay to the westward of the strait, yet an elevation of one 
hundred and eighty feet would unite Asia and America with a 
* dry plateau offering no obstacles to the migrations of animals 
and plants. 

The old maps all represent the Rocky Mountains as extend- 
ing to the shores of the Arctic Ocean, but this is incorrect. 

The effect of this bend of that chain is to have a high broken 
plateau to the northward, by which the eastern birds, &c., pass 
to the shores of Bering Sea, while the characteristic west 
coast fauna is almost entirely excluded, though we have birds 
hitherto known from Europe, Siberia and Polynesia, breeding 
at the Yukon mouth with Ampdis gamduSj Colaptes aurgtua 
and other eastern birds, while the eastern pike {Esox estor) 
reaches to tide water in the Yukon. In fact the whole fauna 
has strongly marked Canadian characteristics, which are lost 
when we pass south of the Alaskan Range. 
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III. BOTANY. 

1. The Bockt Mountain Alfins Beoion. By C. C. Pabbt, 
of Washington, D. C. 

• The wooded belt of coniferous trees that, with irregular local 
interruptions, clothes the Bocky Mountain slopes, commences 
by a somewhat scattering growth near their base, at an average 
elevation of six thousand feet above the sea. This belt ac- 
quires its densest growth, and exhibits the greatest number of 
distinct species, between seven thousand and nine thousand 
feet elevation, and terminates by an abrupt well marked line 
at ^* average height of eleven thousand three hundred feet. 

These plainly recognized features are readily explained by 
reference to the corresponding cliinatic conditions here exhibi- 
ted. Thus the growth is most dense and varied where the ex- 
posures present a suitable condensing surface, and where there 
is the greatest and most regular amount of aqueous precipita- 
tion, caused by a mingling of the cool descencjing currents of 
air from the higher elevations meeting the warm ascending 
currents charged with moisture from the heated plains below ; 
at this irregular point of junction summer rains and dews are 
frequent, and the conditions for arborescent growth are most 
favorable. At still higher elevations the actual limit of tree ' 
growth is determined by conditions of temperature, which sat- 
isfactorily explain the peculiar features of v^etation here met 
with. 

Most noticable of these is the singular abruptness, by which 
this limit of upright tree growth is here marked. You are 
struggling through a tangled maze of fallen timber and dense 
underbrush, overshadowed by tall trees, with spreading roots 
bedded in a saturated spongy soil, when suddenly, without any 
sensible dwarfing of intermediate forms, you come upon open 
spaces, where stunted trees fantastically gnarled and twisted, 
with depressed flattened summits, offer little obstruction to the 
open view above. Through these obstructions, stepping on 
the very tops of matted trees which a few rods below rear 
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their pointed spires to a height of thirty to forty feet, you 
come upon the bare alpine slopes, which continue with vari- 
ously interrupted rocky exposures to the dividing ridge two 
thousand to twenty-five hundred feet higher. 

In the absence of any continuous meteorological observa- 
tions at or above the timber line, the most satisfactory expla- 
nation of the peculiar features here presented is this: The 
so-called timber line marks the extreme point of minimum 
winter temperature below which no exposed phenogamous 
vegetation can exist. All that survives above this point does 
so by submitting to a winter burial of snow, beneath which 
protecting cover it is enabled to maintain its torpid existence. 
The early autumnal fall of snow commences in the latter part 
of September and receives constant additions through the fall 
and winter months, during which it retains its light feathery 
texture, and is not sensibly wasted by melting till the clear 
lengthening days of early summer dissolve them rapidly, giv- 
ing origin to the dashing streams that pour down the upper 
valleys. 

It is the pressure of this accumulating weight of snow that 
gives the fantastic shape to the tree vegetation, that struggles 
for existence above the well marked timber line, and we can 
readily note instances, here and there, where from some pecu- 
liar condition of wind, or a limited amount of winter-snow in 
particular seasons, points and patches of dwarfed tree growth 
being lefb unprotected, have been blasted and destroyed. 
Otherwise we can observe still more frequently where ambi- 
tious upper branches projecting into the sunlight of this Arctic 
winter, have been nipped and killed. In these unmistakable 
signs of the struggle for vegetable existence are also exhibited 
some of the most peculiar and marked features of the Alpine 
scenery. This dwarfed tree growth, persisting above the tim- 
ber line, is as we might naturally suppose confined to sheltered, 
valleys, or on the lea-side of abrupt rocks, where the drifted 
snow lies heaviest. The point of greatest snow accumulation 
is mainly determined by the shelter afforded along the upper 
line of the timber growth, at which locations the snow drifting 
from the bare spaces above is lodged, hence early in the thaw- 
ing season, these locations offer the principle obstructions to 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVm. 38 
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travel, presenting treacherous fields of snow, often overarching 
rushing torrents ; here also the vegetation is longest delayed, 
and is comparatively meagre. It is on the more open expo- 
sures above that the alpine flora offers its greatest variety, and 
most attractive features, and through a brief flowering period, 
extending from June to September, presents a succession of 
forms and colors, attractive to the eye of a naturalist, and such 
as is nowhere else so comprehensively exhibited. As these 
alpine plants owe their existence to the protection afforded by 
winter snow, they naturally include a number of species that 
also flourish at lower elevations. Thus in the accompanying 
list of alpine plants, out of one hundred and forty-two species, 
I note fifty-six as exclusively confined to the alpine exposures. 
The usual characters of alpine plants here, as elsewhere ex- 
hibited, consist in a dwarfed habit of growth, late period of 
flowering and early seeding, the forms being almost exclusively 
perennial. 

Of Fhenogamous plants persisting to the highest elevations, 
reaching to fourteen thousand feet and upwards, we may enu- 
merate the following: Thkutpi cochleariformej Claytonia meg- 
arrhiza^ Trifolium nanum^ Oxytropis arctica^ Saxifraga serpyUir 
folia, Androsace chamcejasme, Chionophila Jamesiiy Eritnchium 
aretioides, Polemonium confertum, Oentiana frigida, Salix reH- 
culata, lAoydia serotina, LuzuUl spicata, Carex tnourva, Poa 
arctica. 

Of the thirty-four natural orders represented in the alpine 
flora, thirty-one belong to Phenogamoua plants, the remaining 
three include the higher orders of Cryptogams, of the latter, 
Ferns are represented by a single species, not exclusively al- 
pine {Cryptogramme acrostichoides R. Br.). Mosses are more 
numerously represented, but are still comparatively rare, while 
Lichens are most abundant and aflbrd the greatest number of . 
species. 

Of the Fhenogamous orders twenty-seven belong to Dicoty- 
ledons, four to Monocotyledons, Of these the natural order, 
Compositor, comprises the largest number of species, viz. : 
twenty-four included in thirteen genera; RanuncuLaceo& has 
five genera, seven species ; Cruciferce, five genera, six species ; 
CaryophyUaceoB, five genera, six species; LeguminoseoBj two 
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genera, four species ; Bosacece, four genera, five species ; Saxi- 
fragacece^ two genera, nine species ; PrimulacecBj two genera, 
four species ; Scrofulariacece, six genera, ten species ; Oentian- 
oceoB, two genera, six species; SaMcacecey one genus, four 
species ; ConiferecBy three genera, five species ; Juncacece^ two 
genera, seven species; CyperacecBj one genus, four species; 
OraminecBj five genera, nine species. Of large families en- 
tirely unrepresented, we may note SolanacecBy Ldbiatece, 

The superficial extent of these bare alpine exposures can 
only be approximately estimated in the absence of any exact 
topographical measurements. Taking the main mountain mass 
extending through Colorado Territory, or between 37°, and 
41°, north latitude, including the high offsets and detached 
peaks, rising above eleven thousand feet, it would be safe to 
allow an average width of five miles, for the entire distance, in 
a straight line, representing in round numbers an area of from 
twelve hundred to fifteen hundred square miles. Throughout 
this extent there is great uniformity in the vegetation pre- 
sented, though agreeably varied by the different exposures or 
conditions of soil and moisture. Wherever the peculiar tex- 
ture of the underlying rock has favored disintegration, and the 
accumulation of soil, a rich alpine sward is presented, made up 
of densely matted grasses, carices, and plants adapted to pas- 
turage. Here the mountain sheep, the elk, and the Rocky 
Mountain goat, graze during the summer months, and the 
mountain ptermigan, and dusky grouse feed and rear their 
young. When once made accessible it will, no doubt, afford a 
favorite resort for summer pasturage, and may eventually yield 
choice dairy products equalling those of the Swiss Alps, or 
produce delicate fibrous tissues, rivalling those of the looms of 
Cashmere. 

As a sanitary retreat during the summer months it is unex- 
celled in the purity and coolness of its atmosphere, the clear- 
ness of its flowing streams, and its picturesque extended views. 
There are no elevated points that cannot be safely ascended, 
and dangers from snow avalanches, or land slips, are so rare 
as not to be taken into consideration. Of the high culmi- 
nating points met with in the district under review, including 
Long's peak on the north, and the Sierra Blanca on the south, 
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there is a remarkable uniformity in the average elevation ; all 
as far as accurately measured rising above fourteen thousand 
feet. Gray's peak in the dividing ridge, which is now a point 
of common summer resort, so far carries the palm in an eleva- 
tion of fourteen thousand two hundred and fifty-one feet. Its 
associate peak (which it is most earnestly hoped may bear the 
appropriate name first proposed, of Torrey'speak^ in commem- 

« 

oration of the early botanical labors of our veteran American 
botanist) is thought to be somewhat higher, an interesting 
point which will no doubt be determined by Professor WMtney 
in his present summer's exploration of that region. 

In the accompanying list of alpine plants, published some 
years since in the Transactions of the St. Louis Academy of 
Science, I confine the term ^^ alpine" to such plants as are met 
with on the bald exposures above the timber line ; by a (♦) 
prefixed I would indicate those species which are exclusively 
confined to such localities, while others not thus marked, are 
also met with at lower elevations. 

The subjoined localities, whenever given, denote that the spe- 
cies referred to, is not peculiar to the Rocky Mountains, but is 
also met with in the different regions there named. Eu. indi- 
cating Europe, and As. Asia. 

The concluding summary embodies the general results of my 
observations in the Rocky Mountain alpine district. 

ROGKT MOUKTAIK AlPINE PlANTS. 

RanuncuLace<B, — Anemone narcissiflora, L. Eu» As.; A. 
Nuttalliana, D.C. ; Ranunculus Eschscholtzii, Schlecht, Green- 
land ; *R. adoneus. Gray ; Trollius laxus, Salisb. Eu.; Caltha 
leptosepala, D.C. ; Aquilegia brevistyla, Hook. 

CrudfercB. — Cardamine cordifolia. Gray; Erysimum pumi- 
lum, Nutt; *Draba crassifolia, Graham; D. alpina, L. Eu.; 
♦Smelowskia calycina, C. A. Meyer, As.; Thlaspi cochleari- 
forme, D.C. As. 

Fapaveracce. — *Papaver alpinum, L. Eu. As. 

ViolaceoB. — Viola biflora, L. Eu. As. 

Caryophyllacece. — Lychnis apetala, L. Eu. As.; *Silene 
acaulis, L. Eu. As.; * Paronychia pulvinata, Gray; *Arena- 
ria arctica, Stev. ; A. Fendleri, Gray ; Cerastium vulgatom, 
var. Behringianum, Gray. 
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PartiUacaceas. — *Claytoma megarrhiza, Parry; C. Virgin- 
ica, L. var. ; ♦ TaJinam pjgmaeum, Gray. 

LeguminosecB. — Trifolium dasyphyllum, Torr. & Gr. ; *T. 
nanum, Torr. ; *T. Parryi, Gray ; ♦Oxytropis arctlca, R. Br. 

Bosacece. — Sibbaldia procumbens, L. Eu. As.; *Dryas oc- 
topetala, L. Eu. As.; * Geum Rossii, Ser. As. ; Fotentilla fas- 
tigiata, Nutt. ; *P. nivea, L. As. 

Onagracece. — Epilobium alpinam, L. Eu. 

OrostUariacece. — Kibes lacustre, Poir. var. (R. setosum, 
Dongl.). 

Crasulacem. — Sedum rhodanthum, Gray; S. Bhodiola, L. 
Eu. As. 

Saxifragacece. — Saxif^aga nivalis, L. Eu.; *S. cemua, L. 
Eu. As; S. controversa, Stemb. Eu.; *S. debilis, Engel. ; 

♦ S. serpyllifolia, Ph. ; * S. flagellaris, Willd. As. ; S. punc- 
tata, li. Eu. As.; Pamassia fimbriata. Banks; P. parviflora, 
D.C. 

UmbeUiferce. — *Cymopterus alpinus, Gray; Archangelica - 
Gmelini, DC. As. 

ArcUiaceoe. — Adoxa moschatellina, L. Eu. As. 

CompositcB. — * Erigeron uniflorum, L. Eu. As.; E. grandi- 
florum, Hook ; Aster glacialis, Nutt. ; A. salsuginosus, Rich- 
ards. As.; Solidago virgaurea, L. Eu. As.; *Aplopappus 
pygmseus, Gray ; * A. Lyallii, Gray ; * Actinella grandiflora, 
Torr. & Gr. ; A. acaulis, Nutt. var. ; Chsenactis achilleaefolia, 
Hook & Am. ; Artemesia arctica. Less. As. ; * A. scopulo- 
rum. Gray; Antennaria alpina, Gaertn. Eu.; Senecio amplec- 
tens, Gray ; S. triangularis, Hook ; * S. Soldanella, Gray ; S. 
Fremontii, Torr. & Gr. ; S. integerrimus, Nutt. ; Arnica an- 
gustifolia, Yohl. As. ; A. mollis. Hook ; A. latifolia, Bongard ; 

* Cirsium eriocephalum, Gray ; Troximon glaucum, var. dasy- 
cephalum, Torr. & Gr. ; Macrorhynchus troximoides, Torr. 
&Gr. 

Campanvku^ecB. — * Campanula uniflora, L. Eu. As.; C. ro- / 
tundifolia, L. Eu. As. 

Ericacece. — Vaccinium myrtillus, L.^var. As.; V. c^espito- 
sum, Micbx. As. 

Plantaginacece. — Plantago eriopoda, Torr. 

Jhrimtddcece. — * Androsace chamaejasme, L. Eu. As.; A. sep- 
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tentrionaUs, L. Eu.; ♦Primula augustifolia, Torr; P. Panyi, 
Gray. 

Scrophidariaceoe. — Pentstemon glaacus, Graham ; * P. Har- 
bourii, Gray ; * Chionophila Jamesii, Benth. ; Mimulus luteus, 
L. var. alpinus ; ♦ Synthyris alpina, Gray ; ♦ Castilleia brevi- 
flora, Gray; C. pallida, Kunth. var.; *Pedicularis Parryi, 
Gray; *P. Sudetica, Willd. Eu, As.; P. Groendlandica, Betz. 

BoraginacecR, — *Eritrichium aretioldes, D.C. As.; Merten- 
sia alpina, Don. ; M. Sibirica, Don. As. 

Hydrophyllaceoe. — Phacelia sericea, Jacq. 

Folemonicuxce. — Polemonium pulchellam, Bunge. As.; 'P. 
confertum, Gray ; * Phlox Hoodii, Richardson ; Gilia congesta, 
Hook. 

GentianacecB. — Gentiana acuta, Michx. ; *G. barbellata, 
Engel ; G. prostrata, Haenk. Eu. As. ; * G. frigida, Haenk. ; 
Eu. As. ; G. Parryi, Engel. ; Swertia perennis, L. Eu. As. 

Polygonacece. — Polygonum bistorta, L. Eu. As.; P. vivipa- 
rum, L. Eu. As.; Oxyria digyna, R. Br. Eu. As.; Eriogo- 
num flavum, Nutt. 

Salicacece. — *Salix reticulata, L. Eu. As.; *S. glauca, L. 
Eu. As.; S. arctica, R. Br. Eu. As.; S. discolor, Willd. Eu. 
As. 

Coniferoe. — Abies Engelmanni, Parry; A. grandis, Lindl. ; 
Pinus aristata, Engl. ; P. flexilis, James ; Juniperus commu- 
nis, L. Eu. As. 

lAUaceoe. — Zygadenus glaucus, Nutt. As.; 'Lloydia sero- 
tina, Reich. Eu. As. 

JuTicaceoR — *Luzula spicata, D.C. Eu. As.; L. parviflora, 
DC. Eu. As.; Juncus Drumondii, Meyer; *Juncus Hallii, 
Engel.; * J. Parryi, Engel; * Juncus triglumis, L. Eu. As.; 
* J. castaneus, Sm. Eu. As. 

Cyperacece. — Carex atrata, L. Eu. As.; C. rigida, Good.; 
*C. incurva, Lightf. Eu.; 'C. filifolia, Nutt. 

Ghramineos. — Phleum alplnum, L. Eu. As.; *PoaAndina, 
Nutt. ; P. alpina, L. Eu. As. ; * P. arctica, R. Br. ; P. nemoralis, 
L. Eu. As.; Aira cse^pitosa, L., var. arctica, Thurb. Eu.; 
Festuca rubra, L. Eu. As.; F. ovina, L. Eu. As.; Triticum 
strigosum. Less. As. 

Filices. — Cryptogramme acrostichoides, R. Br. 
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SUMMABT. 

1. The persistent bodies of snow which, in variable amoant 
at different seasons, are ordinarily met with on the higher ele- 
vations of the Rocky Mountains, do not indicate a region above 
the true snow line, but result from the accumulation of drifted 
snow, filling up recesses and sheltered depressions to such an 
extent that the summer sun is not sufficient to melt the deeper 
I)ortions, which thus remain from year to year, varying in 
amount according to the quantity of fallen snow, or the char- 
acter of the succeeding summer season as to its snow-melting 
power. 

2. Hence, we have no constant accumulation of snow form- 
ing what is known in the European Alps as Neve, the pressure 
of which from the higher elevations gives origin to glaciers. 

3. In the absence of glaciers and heavy snow accumulations 
on mountain slopes, we do not encounter the usual glacier 
phenomena so often referred to in the European Alps, and 
only meet occasionally with avalanches due to accidental local 
causes. 

4. The winter snows being of the light character pertaining 
to the higher regions of the atmosphere, and not subject to 
condensation by alternate thawing and freezing during the 
season of their occurrence, are thus peculiarly liable to the 
transporting movements of the prevaUing winds. Hence re- 
sults an accumulation of snow in the upper valleys, by which 
these frozen treasures of winter are safely stored away, to be 
dispensed in fertilizing streams to the lower valleys during the 
diy warm season, when most required for agricultural or min- 
ing purposes. 

5. The peculiar alpine vegetation, attaining to elevations of 
fourteen thousand feet above the sea level, is enabled to main- 
tain its existence by the protection afforded by the ordinary 
winter snows, and, in the more sheltered and deeply covered 
valleys, includes plants which flourish also at much lower ele- 
vations. 

6. The true timber line, everywhere exhibited as a well 
masked horizontal plane, varying in elevation, according to 
the degree of latitude or character of exposure, from ten 
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thoasand seven hundred feet to twelve thousand feet above the 
sea, indicates a limit beyond which the TniniTnum winter temp- 
erature is destructive of all exposed phsenogamous vegetation, 
and whatever in the form of tree growth persists above this 
point, can only do so by being deeply buried in the accumula- 
tion of winter snow, which weighing down their branches, 
gives that distorted growth pecular to such localities. 

7. In the accompanying list, comprising one hundred and 
forty-two species of alpine plants, fifty-six are noted as exclu- 
sively alpine, or confined to the bald alpine exposures ; eighty- 
four species, as far as at present known, are peculiar to the 
Rocky Mountain range, or to Northern America, while the re- 
maining fifby-eight species are conunon to the European or 
Asiatic Alps, or to high northern latitudes of both continents. 



V 



2. On the Sexes of the Plants. By Thomas Meehan of 
Grermantown, Penn, 

In my paper on " Adnation in Coniferee," read before you 
last year, I believe I established the fact that the stronger and 
more vigorous the axial or stem growth, the greater was the 
cohesion of the leaves with the stem. By following the same 
line of observation, I have discovered some facts which seem 
to me to afibrd strong probability that similar laws of vigor or 
vitality, govern the production of sexes in plants. 

If. we examine Norway spruces when they are in blossom in 
the spring, we find the male fiowers are only borne on the 
weakest shoots. The female fiowers, which ultimately become 
cones, appear only on the most vigorous branches. As the 
trees grow, these strong shoots become weaker by the growth 
of others above shading them, or by the diversion of food to 
other channels, and gradually as these shoots become weaker, 
we find them regularly losing the power of producing female 
flowers. The law in this instance seems very clear, that with a 
weakened vitality comes an increased power to bear male flowers^ 
and that ordy under the highest conditions of vegetative vigor 
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are femcde flowers produced. The arbor-vitsB, the juniper, the 
pine, in fact all the different genera of coniferae that I have 
been able to examine, exhibit the same phenomena, bat the 
larch will afford a particcQarly interesting illustration. When 
the shoots of the larch have a vigorous elongating power, the 
leaves^ cohere with the stem, only foliaceous awns give the 
appearance of leaves. But when they lack vigor — lose the 
power of axial elongation — true leaves, without awns, appear 
in verticils, at the base of what with more vigor, might have 
been a shoot. Every one is familiar with these clusters of 
true leaves on the larch, tn the matter of sex an examina- 
tion of the tree will show the following grades of vigor. 
First a very vigorous growth on towards maturity, or the age 
necessary to commence the reproductive processes. The re- 
productive age is less vigorous. Taking a branch about to 
bear flowers we find somewhat vigorous side branches, with 
the usual foliaceous awns. The next year we find some of 
the buds along these side branches again branch, but the evi- 
dently weaker buds, make only spurs with leaf verticils. As 
these processes go on year after year, the verticils become 
shaded by the new growths, and get weaker in consequence, 
and thus in the third year some of the strongest of these verti* 
cils commence to bear female flowers, or a few of the weaker 
male ones. But only in the fourth or fifth year, when vitality 
in the spur is nearly exhausted do male flowers abundantly ap- 
pear. The production of male flowers is the expiring effbrt of 
life in these larch spiurs. They bear male flowers and die. 

What is true of Coniferse seems also to exist in all MonoB- 
cious plants. In the A'mevUace(B the male flowers appear with 
the flrst expansion of the leaf buds in spring, as if they 
were partly formed during the last flickerings of vegetative 
force the fall before — but a vigorous growth is necessary before 
the female flowers appear. In Corylus^ Carpinus^ Qaercus^ 
Juglans^ ALnu8y and I believe all the common forms of this 
tribe, we And the female flowers only on the strongest young 
growths, and only at or near the apex of the flrst great wave 
of spring growth, as if it were the culmination of a great veg- 
etative effbrt which produced them instead of the decline as in 
the male. Some of these plants have several distinct waves of 

A.A.A.S.VOL.XVm. 83 
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growth a year, each successively decreasing in vigor. In snch 
cases the female flowers appear at the apex of the first and 
strongest wave, and not on the apex of the shoot. This bean- 
tifal illustration of the connection of vigor and the sexes can 
be seen particularly in some oaks, and in Pinus pungens^ P. 
mitis^ P. Hgida and P. inops. In the larch and white spruce 
a second wave will often cause a spur to elongate, late in the 
growing season, and even cause a shoot to push from the apex 
of the young cone. It is' essential to note these varying waves 
of vigor, in one season's growth, and that the apex is not 
always the strongest point. In Cyperacece^ particularly, these 
waves vary, and thus we find sometimes the male, sometimes 
the female fiowers at the apex of the culm, but always the fe- 
male in the line of greatest vigor. I do not know of any case 
where the sexes are separate on the same plant, that extra 
vigor does not accompany the female, and an evidently weak- 
ened vitality the male parts. 

Mere vigor, however, though it often indicates healthy vital- 
ity, does not always, or alone do so. Pinv^ MvgJio seldom 
attains ten feet high, and its shoots are not near as vigorous as 
its near relative Pinus sylvestris^ yet it commences its bearing 
age by a free and vigorous production of female fiowers. But 
power of endurance is a test of strong vitality, and an alpine 
form should possess this in a high degree. In its relation to 
sex this form of vitality — endurance — will also have an in- 
terest. The vitality of a tree is always more or less injured 
by transplanting. Sometimes it is so injured that leaves never 
push again, and it always pushes out later than if it had not 
been moved, and just in proportion to the injury to vitality is 
the lateness of pushing. Clearly, then, comparative earliness 
of leafing, is a test of vigorous vitality. Now some Norway 
spruces push forth earlier than others. There is as much as 
two weeks difierence between them, and it is remarkable that 
those which push out the earliest — may we not say those 
which have been most favored by the vital force — are the most 
productive of female blossoms. Arboriculturists may make 
good use of this fact. Norway spruces which have a drooping 
habit, are the heaviest cone bearing forms. No way has hith- 
erto been discovered to detect them until they get to a bearing 
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age. Now it will be seen that the earliest leafers will be the 
chief cone bearers or weeping trees. 

It is not so easy to see the inflaence of vigor or other forms 
of high vitality, as affecting the sexes in hermaphrodite as in 
Monoecious plants, yet here also are some remarkable facts of 
a similar character. In some flowers the forces which govern 
the male and female portions respectively, seem nearly equally 
balanced. Then we have a perfect hermaphrodite — one with 
the stamens and pistils perfect, each part communicating its 
influence to the other — a self-fertilizing flower. In many spe- 
cies, however, we notice a tendency to break up this balance. 
It becomes pistillate or staminate, by the greater development 
of one force or the other. If the force is in the female direc- 
tion, it begins by requiring the pollen from some other flower 
to fertilize itself — if in the male direction, the number of sta- 
mens or petals is increased, or the one metamorphosed into the 
other. The interest for us in this sexual question is to note 
that Just in proportion as the sexes diverge in this manner, in 
just the same proportion does vigor or some other form of 
strong vitality accompany the female in the one case, and 
weakness the male in the other. For instance in the male 
direction, when the stamens have been turned into petals, or 
the number of petals increased, growth is never so strong, and 
life is more endangered. Double camellias, roses, peaches, 
and other things, have to be grafted on single ones in order to 
get them to be more vigorous growing plants, and every florist 
knows how difficult it is to get roots from a double flowered 
cutting than a single one. Sometimes the male principle, 
which loves to exhibit itself in the gay coloring of the petals, 
seems to influence the leaves, and they become colored or vari- 
egated, and then also a weakened vitality follows. Variegated 
box, variegated Euonymus — no variegated plant will grow 
as freely, endure summer's heat or winter's cold so well, as 
its regular green leaved form. On the other hand, when the 
balance goes over in the female direction, we see it character- 
ized by greater vigor than before. It has long been noted that 
pistillate varieties of strawberries are more proliflc than the 
hermaphrodites, though this is modified according to the dispo- 
sition of the variety to produce runners, which are really but a 
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form of viviparous flower branches, and thus a legitimate part 
of the female system. So in Viola^ where we have many forms 
of female influence, from the underground stolon, or the creep- 
ing runner which propagates without impregnation, to the apet- 
elous flower which mature seeds on the smallest possible 
quantity of pollen, up to the perfectly formed hermaphrodite 
flower of spring — all regular and gradual grades of one iden- 
tical female principle ; in contrast with species, which through- 
out maintain a near connection with the male principle by 
retaining pure hemaphrodite flowers through their whole stage, 
we find those possessed of the highest types of vitality which 
are evidently the most under the laws of female influence. 

In a brief paper like this it is not my purpose to introduce 
more of the facts I have observed than will sustain the proba- 
bility of the theory I have advanced. I do not wish to urge it 
for adoption — my object is to excite investigation on the part 
of other observers, who will, I think, flnd everywhere about 
them, that wherever the reproductive forces are at all in opera- 
tion, it is tJie highest types of vitality only which take on the fe- 
male form. 

I have confined myself to sex in plants, botany being my 
special study. Do the same laws prevail in the Animal World? 
I think they do, but this being out of my favorite province, 
I dare not discuss it, but content myself with the bare sug- 
gestion. 



3. Ok the Glands of Cassia and Acacia. By Thoicas 
Meehan, of Grermantown, Penn. 

Db. Asa 6bat, in his Manual of Botany^ describes the 
glands of Cassia maritandica^ as being towards the base of the 
petiole. This is true only of the upper leaves. The lower 
ones have the glands varying in position from near the base 
up to the lowest pair of Pinme. It is clear, from this varying 
position of the gland, that it is not a normal part of the in- 
dividual leaf structure. If it were, it would be always in the 
same position relatively with other parts. It is fair to assume 
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that it is locally an accident. An examination of two allies, 
Gleditachia and Gymnodadus, will afford the clue to its real 
nature. 

Of comse all know that the spine in Gleditschia ie an abor- 
tive or stunted shoot, and that the true shoot springs when it 
grows at all, tVom the bad below. There are therefore two 
axial buds in this plant, the one above the other. I have dis- 
covered that a similar ejetem of buds exist in Clyvmocladus, 
only that there are often three in one line, one above another, 
instead of only two as in Gleditschia. These buds rarely push 
forth into shoots, and hence as you know its name Oymno- 




dadus has been given to it from its naked main branches. It 
is now worthy of note that the upper bud, the one farthest 
removed firom the axil, is the largest and best developed ; and 
that when a shoot does come it proceeds from it. Also that 
one or two of the lowest buds are very often below tiie centre 
of the axis of the petiole. Turning now to Gleditsckia, we 
find that in its two buds, it is the lowest, or what in the other 
case would be the weakest, which in this instance makes the 
shoot. It is the upper bud which makes the spine, and I sup- 
pose has the least developed vitality. Thus we see in these 
two allied plants there is no fixed system in the order of axial 
development; sometimes it is the upper bud, sometimes tiie 
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lower, which first pushes into growth. We also see by the 
failure of the upper bud in Qleditachia to elongate — by its deg- 
radation, to a mere spine — that there is a tendency in all these 
axial parts to become assimilated into each other. 

Turning now to Cassia Marilandica and Acacia jtUibrissin, 
we find that their normal system is to have two buds, one above 
another, as in the other two ; and that the lower bud is nearly 
opposite the centre of the leaf petiole as before mentioned in 
Oymnodadus ; and further that in its early attempts at devel- 
opment it has been absorbed into the tissue of the petiole and 
borne along with it to a certain extent, and finally become an 
unwilling part of the leaf stalk. 

Trifling as this observation of successive series of buds, one 
above another, in Oymnodadus may seem to be, it may have a 
very important bearing on our knowledge of the formation of 
buds. We have been taught that the leaf is the parent of the 
bud, and an axial bud and leaf are always associated. True, 
physiologists have noted other buds proceeding from stems and 
roots ; but they have made short work of this mystery by at 
once deciding that there are two distinct species of buds, and 
they have termed these leafless affairs adventitious buds ; but 
in the case of Gfymnodadus we see that of the three buds, one 
above another, — and the upper one in strong shoots, often an 
inch away from the lower one, — it is this one the farthest away 
from the leaf axis which is the strongest. If the leaf exerted 
any influence, the bud nearest to the leaf axis should derive the 
most benefit ; and flu-ther we see in Cassia that instead of the 
leaf aiding in the development of the bud, it is the direct 
agent in arresting its growth, and is no doubt also the agent in 
causing the lower buds of OymnocHadus to be weaker than the 
upper ones. 

These series of buds have been singularly overlooked by 
botanical observers, and therefore the unmistakable voice in 
which they speak to us has remained unheard. We find them 
in other plants of very different families. Particularly do they 
exist in the most vigorous forms of Carya, and Juglans, 
amongst the Corylacece; and in Ericaceous plants we find them 
in Ilea virginica^ in which the upper bud the farthest away from 
the leaf axis is very fully developed. 
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I hesitate about ofTering theories so revolutionary as those 
to which my observations seem occasionally to tend. I hope 
the reader will not dwell so much on my explanations of the 
facts as on the facts themselves. Examine them and possibly 
a much better theory than my own may be evolved. I chiefly 
desire to call attention to facts which seem to have been over- 
looked. 

Note— since tills paper was read Br. Geo. Engelmann has i>oiiited out to the au- 
thor another remarkable instance in Comua paniculata L'Her . There are two buds 
here; the upper one pushes into growth the same season, and continues the axil- 
lary growth of the plants; the lower one, next to the axil of the leaf, remains alive 
for many years, but rarely grows more than enough to always keep it Just 
aboye the level of the bark. Also Dr. £. points out that there are three buds, one 
above another, in Lonicera Xylosteum Juss. (I And there are/Ive, but two do not get 
through the bark) but the order of vigor is inversed, the strongest being near the 
base of the leaf. This observation does not affect the deduction that the leaf has 
no influence in the production of the buds, — that the leaf is a coincidence with, and 
not a cause of the bud or &ttd«,— but this remarkable exception shows that the 
whole subject is worth deeper research than bestowed by the author in his brief 
paper. 



IV. ETHNOLOGY. 
1. On the Distribution of the Native Tbibes of Alaska 

AND THE ADJACENT TERRITORY. By W. H. DaLL, of 

Washington, D. C. 

The principal authorities on the Ethnology and Philology 
of Eussian America, are the works of Coant Admiral von 
Wrangell, and H. J. Holmberg. The former, republished 
from the Memoirs of the Imperial Academy of Science^ edited 
by Baer, and with additions and an appendix by Baer and 
Helmersen, was issued at St. Petersburg in 1839. Holmberg's 
work first appeared in the Acts of the Finrdand Scientific 
Society, and was published at Helsingfors, under the title of 
an Ethnographic sketch of the People of Rtissian America, in 
1855. This embodied all the additions that had been made by 
the few explorers since Wrangell's time, and fairly represents 
the knowledge possessed by ethnologists, in regard to the in- 
habitants of Alaska, up to a very recent date. From personal 
observation, during several years exploration in that country. 
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I am enabled to correct many errors, and add to the stock of 
knowledge of the subject, much new information in regard to 
their distribution ; the more important part of which is em- 
bodied in this paper. Hobnberg* divided the native inhabi- 
tants of Alaska into four groups: — 1. Thlinkets (Thlinkil- 
then) ; 2. Koniags (Eonjagen) ; S. Tnaina (Thnaina), or Een- 
aians ; 4. Aleutians (Aleuten) ; and these groups again into 
others equivalent to their tribal organizations, as follows : — 

Group first into: — 1. True TJUiriketSj extending from the 
Nasse River to Mt. St. Elias ; and the 2. Ugcdentze^ whom he 
describes as visiting Kayak island in the winter, and spending 
their summers on the banks of the Copper River. 

Group second: — 1. True Koniags^ or inhabitants of the 
island of Koniag, or Kadiak; 2. Tchugatches^ from Prince 
William Sound, along the south shore of the peninsula of 
Aliaska, except the east shore of Cook's inlet ; 3. Aglegmutes^ 
inhabiting the north side of Aliaska, part of Bristol Bay, and 
the mouth of the river Nushergak ; 4. KicLtaigmutes, between 
the last, on the coast; and 5. Kuakokwigmutes^ on the Eus- 
koquin River, from Fort Kolmakoff to the sea, and also on the 
island of Nunivak ; followed on the coast by the 6. Ag%dmvteB; 
7. Magemutes; 8. Kwikhliudgmutes ; and 9. Kwichpagmutes^ 
which occupy the delta of the Yukon River, followed by the 10. 
Tschnagmutes^ in Norton Sound, and 11. Pastolikmvtes^ at the 
mouth of the Pastolik River ; the 12. Anlygmutes, on Golofhin 
Bay, north of Norton Sound, and lastly the 13. MauegmtUes^ 
between Norton Sound and Eotzebue Sound. 

Group third: — 1. Yunnakakotana^ on the Nulato and Koy- 
oukuk Rivers; 2. Tipnndchotana^ on the Yukon River; 3. 
InkUikSj on the Yukon, south of Nulato; 4. YugelnuteSj on 
the lower Yukon, in the Shageluk slough and mouth of the 
"Innoko" River; 5. InkcdiklucUen^ beyond the " Innoko ;'* 6. 
Tlegonkotana^ on the river " Tlegon ;" 7. The true Kenaians or 
Tnainaj on the peninsula of Kenai ; 8. Kolshina^ on the upper 
Kuskoquim and Atna Rivers. 

Group fourth: — 1. UncUashkanSy or Fox Island Aleutians; 
2. AtkanSj or Andreanoff islanders. 

*The difficulty of obtaining access to both the above mentioned works is mj 
excuse for quotation. 
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This classification needs very extensive revision. Holmberg 
was misled, partly by the exaggerated and unreliable reports 
of Zagoskin, the first Russian explorer of the Yukon Valley. 
It must also be remembered that all his information was de- 
rived at second hand, and much of it from publications by un- 
scientific persons and ignorant traders. 

The inhabitants of Alaska and the adjacent territories may 
be divided into two great groups; those who belong to the 
aboriginal American stock, whom we are accustomed to desig- 
nate as Indians; and those scattered along our northern 
coasts from Greenland to Berings Strait, and for whom we 
have as yet no general term, but who have been called Eskimo, 
Aleutians ; and on the Asiatic side of the straits, TusM and 
sedentary Chukchees. This last great group I propose to 
designate as Orarians ; * a single term being needed in gen- 
eralization, and none of those in use being sufiSciently compre- 
hensive for the purpose. The Orarians are distinguished by 

(1) their language of which the dialects in construction and 
etymology bear a strong resemblance to one another, through- 
out the group, and difTer from the Indian dialects, as strongly ; 

(2) by their distribution ; always on islands, or confined to the 
sea coasts ; sometimes entering the mouths of large rivers, as 
the Yukon, but only ascending them for a short distance, and 
as a rule, avoiding the wooded country; (3) by their habits, 
more maritime and adventurous than the Indians ; following, 
hunting and killing, not only the small seal, but also the sea 
lion, and walrus. Even the great Arctic bowhead whale, fre- 
quently succumbs to their preserving eflbrts ; and the harpoon 
now universally used by whalers, havii^ superseded the old 
fashioned article, is a copy in steel of the bone and slate 
weapon which the Eskimo have used for centuries; (4) by 
their physical characteristics, a light fresh yellow complexion, 
fine color, broad build ; and especially the largely developed 
coronal ridge, and an obliquity of the arch of the zygoma. I 
am informed by that eminent craniologist. Dr. Otis of the U. 
S. Army Medical Museum, in Washington, who has handled 
perhaps as many aboriginal American crania as any living 
ethnologist, that the cranial peculiarities, referred to above, 

*From ora, a coast, in allusion to their inyariable coastwise distribution. 
A. A. A. S. VOL. XVni. 84 
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are common to all Orarian skulls, and form a ready meana of 
distinguishing them, being only shared by the northern mound- 
builders, who were, perhaps their ancestors. 

They are confined to the coasts and islands of northern 
America, Greenland and the extreme north-eastern portion of 
eastern Siberia, near Bering- Strait. 

They are known to the northern Tinneh or Ghippewyan In- 
dians as '' Uskeem6," or sorcerers, and a belief exists among 
all the Indian tribes acquainted with them, that they are pos- 
sessed of supernatural powers. This belief is not unnatural, 
when we compare the stupid and indolent Indian, gorging or 
starving by turns, with the agile Eskimo in his kyak, seldom, 
at least in the more favored regions of Alaska, without a 
reserve supply of food in his storehouse ; and as much at home 
on the waves as a seabird. 

The tribes of this group in north-west America and north- 
east Siberia, may be divided into three lesser groups. 

1. Eskimo. 

2. Aleutians. 

3. Tuski. 

The Eskimo tribes are scattered along the Arctic coast 
very sparingly. They call themselves Innuit and take for a 
more specific designation the name of the locality where they 
live, as UnalaMik^ changing the termination so as to make an 
adjective UndUxIdigmute^ applicable to a single man or woman, 
and of which the plural is Uncddkligmunea. They have also 
tribal names, indicating the inhabitants of a certain tract of 
country. The tribal lines are very faint and they intermarry 
without scruple ; although there does not seem to be any sys- 
tem like that of the totems, among the whole of this group. 
South of Ft. Barrow the following tribes may be distinguished : 

1. Kaviagmvles. — They inhabit the peninsula between Kot- 
zebue and Norton Sounds, which is called by them Eaviiak. 

2. Okeeogmutes. — ^These inhabit the islands of Bering Strait, 
and perhaps St. Lawrence. 

3. MahlemvJtes. — Inhabiting the neck of land between Eot- 
zebue Sound and Norton Bay ; their chief village is AUenmuie 
on the divide. 

4. UncUigmvJtea, — Comprises those living on the shores of 



ETHKOLoar. 267 

Norton Sound, and south on the coast to the Yukon-mouth ; 
comprising beside others, Holmbei^s Nos. 10 and 11 of his 
second group. The names which he uses are mere local desig- 
nations, hardly subtribal in value. 

5. EwikhpagmtUeSj or Ekogmvies. — Inhabit the delta pf the 
Yukon and are found some fifty miles into the interior where 
the delta begins. They are called Premorska by the Russians, 
meaning "people by the sea," and take their name from one 
of the mouths of the Yukon, which is called the Ewikhp4k. 
Those living on the Kusilvak mouth are known as Eusilv&g- 
mutes. 

6. MagemtOes. — Or " mink people," live south-west of the 
Yukon mouth between it and Cape Bomanzoff. The previ- 
ously mentioned tribe's all use the labrets, one on each side, 
just below the comer of the mouth. The men only wear 
them. In this tribe, however, they have a different fashion. 
The women wear two " C" shaped ivory hooks, with the points 
projecting in front, under the middle of the lower lip. They 
get their name from the abundance of mink in the region they 
inhabit, almost to the exclusion of other fhr animals. 

7. AgvimtUes, — Occupying the region between the Kusko- 
quim and Gape Bomanzoff, and the island of Nunivak. They 
are a very shameless and filthy race ; nor so ingenious as those 
on either side of them, except in the matter of carving ivory, 
in which they excel. 

8. Euskwogmutes. — Inhabit the mouth and lower banks of 
the Euskoquim River. 

9. Nuskergagmutes. — Inhabit the shores of Bristol Bay, near 
the mouth of the Nushergak Biver. 

10. Oglemvtea, — Are found on the east shore of Bristol Bay, 
south of the last and on the north coast of Aliaska peninsula. 

11. Koniagmvies. — Occupy the south coast of Aliaska east- 
ward to the sixtieth degree of latitude, the island of Kadiak 
(originally Koniag) and the adjacent small islands of the 
Koniag or Kadidk archipelago. 

12. Chtigdchigmutes. — Are found on the south and east 
shore of the Eenai peninsula and the shores of Chugach Bay, 
better known as Prince William Sound. 

18. UgdlakmiUes. — The existence of an Eskimo tribe in 
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the vicinity of Mount St. Elias, is demonfitrated by a vocab- 
ulary fhrnished Mr. Gibbs, by the officers of the Russian 
American Company. Kayak, the name of a small island, said 
to be occupied by an Indian tribe during the winter, is evi- 
dently of £skimo extraction. This is the last £skimo tribe, 
going south on the north-west coast. 

The Aleutians may be divided into two groups, which, how- 
ever, from the deportation of Aleuts by the R. A. Co., and 
their arbitrary establishment of villages at one time, and as 
arbitrary destruction of them at another,' — have lost much of 
their distinctness. They. are the 

1. VhakLsKkana. — ^Who inhabit the Fox Islands ; principally 
on Unimak, Unal&shka, Umnak and Akhun, and 

2. Atkans. — Or Andreanoff islanders, who inhabit the islands 
of Atka, Amlia, Ad4k and Attd. 

Finally the last group of this race, which has been graphi- 
cally described by Lieut. Hooper, R. N., and who have been 
described as sedentary or fishing Chukchees (which name has a 
numerous variety of spelling) Chukluk, or Namollo, and Tuski. 
Their language at once distinguishes them from the true Chuk- 
chee, or '^ deer-men," as they call themselves, and their physi- 
ognomy is different. They differ from Eskimo (with whom 
they have been at war since 1630, and perhaps for as many 
more centuries) in not wearing labrets, and in many respects 
relating to their mode of life. Their generic name is TtUy evi- 
dently derived from Innuit "people." Those on Seniavine 
strait call themselves ChuJdukmuteSy but they are so few in 
number and occupy such a small extent of territory, that it is 
hardly worth while to do more than adopt the general name of 

1. Tuski. — Proposed by Lieut. Hooper. They extend along 
the shores of the country between Anadyr Gulf and Eulu- 
chinskaia Bay and Bering Strait. 

The Indians are not so easy to group, without more division 
than perhaps is justified, by our present state of knowledge of 
some of the tribes. So far as Alaska and the adjacent Ameri- 
can territories are concerned, the Thlinkets from one very dis- 
tinct group, and many points of resemblance seem to suggest 
that the Ingaliks and Koyukuns, as well as the Atna or Cop- 
per River tribes, and the Indians of Eenai should form, with a 
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subdiyision for the Kntchin tribes, another ; while the Haidahs 
of the extreme southern part of the Alexander Archipelago, 
belong with those of Qaeen Charlotte's Islands to still another 
group. There are several extra-limital groups requiring notice. 
Conunencing at the south on the coast, we have south of our 
boundary on the mainland, the Chimsyans; and on Queen Char- 
lotte's Islands the Haidahs, who extend across Dixon's en- 
trance, and have several villages on our islands. They are 
more properly 

1. KygdnL — And are only found at this point in our territory. 

We next find the Thlinkets inhabiting the Alexander Archi- 
pelago and adjacent shores of the mainland* Kwan with 
them signifies ''people," and is affixed to the local designa- 
tion. Of some of the tribes in this and the next group, we 
only know the Russian names which may or may not, be those 
by which they call themselves. The Thlinkets may be divided 
as follows : 

1. SUkorkwan, — Occupying BaranofT, and the adjacent 
islands of the archipelago and having their principal village 
near Sitka. 

2. StaJehin-kwan^ — Or Indians inhabiting the mouth of the 
Stikine River and the adjacent coast. 

3. " TakiUats" — Or residents in the vicinity of Bering or 
Yakutat Bay. They are allied by their language to the two 
previously mentioned tribes, but little is known of them. 

We now reach the southernmost point of appearance on the 
coast of the western Tinn6h tribes, which may be separated 
into three general groups; those calling themselves KiU<^in 
(people), and those who designate themselves Tinneh or Tahna^ 
with the same significance. The first of the Tinneh tribes be- 
longs to the latter group, using the word tahna^ as do most 
of those near the coast, while those on the upper Yukon 
and interior are ''Kutchin," while those still farther east on 
the Mackenzie are Tinneh. In this general list I shall regard 
them as a whole. 

1. ^^ UgcUense." -^ThiQ is the name used by Russian and 
Grerman authorities to designate a tribe that has its winter 
quarters on Kayak Island, and resides on the lower banks of 
the Atna or Copper River in summer. These are referred to 
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the Thlinket family by Holmberg, but perhaps belong rather 
with the Tinneh. 

2. " Ah4end," — Living on the upper Copper Kiver, not to be 
confounded with the Kutchin tribes of the upper Yukon who 
Tisit the head-waters of the Copper River to trade, and are 
called Kolchina or Kolshina by the Russians ; who apply that 
term to many tribes of whom they know very little. 

3. ^^ Kenai-tend." — Thnaina on Tenahna of Holmberg, in- 
habit the shores of Cook's inlet and the country, to the Alas- 
kan Mountains. 

4. Kaiyvhrkhotand. — (Lowlanders) or Ingaliks. This great 
tribe speaks essentially one dialect and includes Nos. 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7 and 8 of Holmberg's third group of Thnaina. *The '^In- 
noko" River is really the Shageluk, and the "Tlegon" "Tat- 
sheg-no,'' etc., are mythical streams, running through a country 
which has never been penetrated by white men or Russian 
Creoles, and reported by the Indians to be nearly destitute of 
fish and game, and hence uninhabited. 

5. Koyukokhjotdnd. — Or Eoyukun Indians, inhabit the re- 
gion north of the great bend of the Yukon on the Koyukuk 
River. The Nulato Indians, whose language bore more resem- 
blance to the Eoyukun dialect than any other Ingalik branch, 
were exterminated by the Koyukuns in 1851, with the excep- 
tion of a few children. 

6. Unakhotdna, — (Far off people) inhabit the banks of the 
Yukon above Eoyou^uk Mountain, to the mouth of the Tana- 
nah River. There are very few villages, and these, as well as 
all the Eutchin and Ingalik tribes, living on the river, call 
themselves TtJconikhotana or "men of the Yukon." 

7. KvJtchd Jcutchin (Loucheux). — Inhabit the country near 
the junction of the Rat River and the Yukon. These and the 
following tribes are migratory, following the deer and pitching 
their lodges anywhere ; while the Ingaliks and Eoyukuns have 
well built permanent houses, which they occupy at least for a 
part of the year. 

8. Tenan kutchin. — (Mountain men) are found on the banks 
of the Tananah River, which has never been explored by white 
men. They come, however, to trade with both Russians and 
Hudson Bay traders at NvkktkahyU. 
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9. Natcke kutchin. — (Wanderers) north of the Yukon and 
Bat Rivers about longitude 144° W. 

10. Vuntakutdiin. — (Loucheiix) on the Bat River farther 
up, in the H. B. Territory. 

11. Tuh-kiUh kittckin, — (Rat people) occupy the headwaters 
of the Rat River ; on the other hand going up the Yukon. 

12. Han kutchin. — (Wood people) or Gens de Bois, about 
two hundred miles above Fort Yukon on the Yukon and be- 
yond them. 

13. Tutchon KiOchin. — (Crow people) or Grens des Foux on 
the Yukon, nearly to the site of Fort Selkirk, at the junction 
of the Lewis River and the Pelly, and finally we find at the 
headwaters of the Yukon the 

14. Abborip^enaJi. — Or Neliaunee Indians, who are found 
along the coast range, and parallel with it ; and by crossing 
the same we reach our starting point again among the StiMne 
Tblinkets. 

The limits of this paper will not admit of an elaborate de- 
scription of the several tribes, but a few remarks of a general 
nature may not be entirely out of place. The accompanying 
vocabularies will show more clearly than pages of argument 
or explanation, the relations which exist between the several 
dialects. These are only given as specimens for comparison, 
the bulk of material being in preparation for publication. 

It is to be hoped that measures will be taken at once to pre- 
vent the utter loss of the traditions and ancient religious rites 
of the Aleuts and Koniagemutes. These rites were put down 
eighty years ago, by the Russian missionaries, almost literally 
with fire and sword. At the same moment that the traders 
deprived them of their liberty, in order that they might be 
forced to hunt flir aninials for the benefit of the Russians, the 
priests fired with ardor, and the hopes of promotion in the 
church, burned their idols, and destroyed, wherever possible, 
the gorgeous paraphernalia in which the .mysterious rites of 
their ancient religion were performed. These rites were 
secretly kept up for forty years, but were at last totally sup- 
pressed, and the only relics remaining are a few decayed, yet 
still curious masks, which were placed with the dead, whom the 
priests did not attempt to disturb. Had they preserved an ac- 
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count of the religion they destroyed we might foi^ve them 
their iconoclasm, bat their records only contained lying reports 
of immense numbers of converts to Christianity; which re- 
ports were so astounding in their exaggeration that, says the 
Russian historian, Tikhmenief, ^Hhey were received with 
doubt," at St. Petersburg. 

The only means by which any part of these traditions can 
be preserved, is by obtaining them from a few old men who 
witnessed in their youth the ceremonies referred to, smd have 
not to this day become emancipated from the attendant super- 
stitions. These old men will soon pass away, and if no steps 
are taken to prevent it, all knowledge of the ancient Aleutian 
customs with them. My own opportunities did not allow of 
my obtaining the desired information. 

The Eskimo of Norton Sound, the Yukon-mouth and Kot- 
zebue Sound are fine athletic men, many of them six feet 
in height, and averaging, I should say, as tall as any civilized 
race. They are as ingenious, as honest and industrious as the 
minority of white men, and very far superior to any Indian tribe 
in the territory. They are great eaters, but no more so than 
the Indians, and they are by far the cleaner of the two. They 
fall victims to the use of liquor whenever they can obtain it, 
which is the only obstacle between them and the hope of ulti- 
mate civilization. At no point does there seem to be any in- 
tercourse between the Eskimo and Indians except in the way 
of trade. They never intermarry, and in trading, use a sort 
of jargon, neither Indian nor Eskimo. Few words, as far as 
I have been able to find out, are conmion to the two languages, 
except A»<;eenyuA: (pipe), which the Indians borrowed from the 
Eskimo, who were the first to obtain and use tobacco, and 
tenekuh (moose), an Indian word which is used by the Eskimo, 
as they have no moose and hence no word for it in their 
coun4;«xd a few evidently sinular cases. 

The Indians who live in the more mountainous regions, and 
hunt the deer, are active, courageous and prone to war. Those 
on the other hand who live on the moose, which frequents the 
lowlands, are comparatively peacefhl ; while those on the lower 
Yukon whose diet is almost exclusively fish, are the lowest, 
most degraded and filthy of all. 
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f.n ftll K/^f,^ TriflJoTi oTi/^ 



Race. 




Family. 


Aleutians. 


Tribe. 


Unalaskan. 


Atkan. 


Man. 


Taiggiach. 


Toiooli. 


Woman. 


Angaginak. 


Aiyagar. 


Wife. 


Agegai. 
Anektok. 


Aiyagai. 


Boy. 


An^thok. 


Girl. 


Achadok. 


OgegUikin. 


Chief. 


Taiaghu. 
To gon.** 


Toigon.** 


Water. 


Tanach. 


Taangak. 


Snow. 


Kanich. 


Kaneek. 


Ice. 


Kelach. 


K'thak. 


Rain. 


Chichtach. 


Chiiitakik. 


Land. 


Tchikitch. 


Chegak. 


Island. 


Chananak. 


Taangik. 


Fire. 


Niguach. 


Kfgnach. 
It knyech. 
KoacJi. 


Reindeer. 


Ithayok. 
Kach. 


Fish. 


Knife. 


Kamlich. 


Ungazchiship. 


, Good. 


Macheeselik. 


Chizchelik. 


Bad. 


Macheedolikan. 


Malcheeshelika 


Biflf. 
Little. 


Anianach. 


Tangocllik. 


Angnunudakalak. 


Angunolokn. 


Hot. 


Akivakselik. 


Akrachelik. 


Cold. 


Kinanach. 


Kinganalik. 


I. 


Tirm. 


Keen. 


You. 


Thinn. 


Ingaan. 


He, she or it. 


Inan. 


Ikoon. 


Yes. 


Ang. 


Aang. 


No. 


Kogcho. 


Maeelikan. 


1. 


Atakan. 


Attokan. 


2. 


Alach. 


AUuk. 


3. 


Kankjannoon. 


Kankoon. 


4. 


Sitchm. 


Shitcbin. 


5. 


Tchann. 


Chang. 


6. 


Atyoon. 
Talann. 


Attoon. 


7. 


Olung. 


8. 


Kanitchin. 


Kamtschini?. 


9. 


Sitchinin. 


Siiching. 


10. 


Atik. 


Nasuk. 


AUTHORITY. 


Saur. 


Saur. 



*Same in both dialects. Substantive and adjective f 



ally wear in t&e perforated ears and lips pieces of wood, shaped 

A. A. A. ft. VOL. XVm. 85 
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like a bottle cork. The custom is not kept up at present, few 
of the children haying the perforations. The pressure of this 
ping generally causes the loss of the front teeth, which are 
pushed out of place. Mr. Hartt gave a graphic description of 
the appearance of the deformity thus caused. 

These Indians sometimes paint not only the face bnt the 
body with annatto and a black vegetable dye, but they usually 
go naked and unpainted. They carry long bows, often exceed- 
ingly hard to bend, using arrows of different kinds for hunting 
and in war. Before the settlement of America by the whites 
they used cutting instruments of stone. The several tribes 
are governed by chiefs chosen for their strength and stature. 
Professor Hartt described their food as consisting of wild ani- 
mals, including monkeys, lizards, and snakes ; they are very 
fond of the larvae of beetles found in decayed wood. Bananas, 
honey, ants, etc., are also used for food. They obtain fire 
by twirling a diy stick in a small hollow in another. They 
have only one wife, who is treated very brutally. The women 
are almost slaves, carrying the burdens and doing all the hard 
work. Children are generally treated kindly. Their religious 
ideas are very dubious, they believe in bad spirits, great and 
small ; but they appear to have no idea of a good Grod. The 
dead are buried in the wigwam or near it, and the camp is gen- 
eralfy deserted. The corpse is buried horizontally without 
anything in the grave with it, and a fire is sometimes built 
over the grave to keep off bad spirits. They are strongly 
suspected of cannibalism. They have very monotonous dances 
of which they are very fond. The Brazilians have in past 
years hunted them like dogs and this destruction, with the ef- 
fects of mm, has almost exterminated the race. The Botocudos 
are now confined to the forest between the Rio Doce and the 
Rio Pardo. They resist civilization and Christianity, and are 
sunk in the lowest barbarism. 

The speaker gave a minute description of their language, 
which is simple and almost without inflections. 
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THE SALEM MEETING, 1869. 



mSTOKT OF THE MEETING. 

The Eighteenth Meeting of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science was held at Salem, Mass., com- 
mencing on Wednesday, August 18, and continuing to Tues- 
day Evening, August 24. 

Two hundred and forty-four names are registered in the 
book by members who attended this meeting. One hundred 
and fifty new members were chosen, of whom one hundred and 
eleven have already signified their acceptance by paying the 
annual assessment, and, when practicable, signing the consti- 
tution. One hundred and sixty-two papers were presented, 
many of which were read, and some of them discussed at 
length. 

The sessions of the Association were held in the County 
Court Houses, and in the Vestry and Church of the Tabernacle 
Society. At about 10 o'clock a.m. on Wednesday the members 
were called to order by Dr. B. A. Gk)uld, the retiring Presi- 
dent, who, in a few appropriate words, introduced the President 
elect, Col. J. W. Foster. At the request of the Standing 
Committee, prayer was offered by Rev. E. S. Atwood. 

The chairman of the Local Committee, Dr. Henry Wheat- 
land, then introduced the Association to His Honor Mayor 

Cogswell, of Salem, speaking as follows : — 
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Mr. Mayor : — Allow me to introdace to you the President 
and members of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. 

This Association dates its origin to 1840, when, on the 2d of 
April of that year, some eighteen gentlemen, principally con- 
nected with the several State Geological Surveys then in pro- 
gress, met in the hall of the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, 
at the request of the members of the New York Survey, and 
organized an association under the name of '^The Association 
of American Geologists." At the meeting in Boston, in 1842, 
it was decided to enlarge the objects so as to embrace the collat- 
eral branches of natural science, the name being changed so as 
to read '' The Association of American Geologists and Natural- 
ists." At the meeting in 1847, the objects were still farther 
enlarged so as to include all departments of science. ' A new 
organization was effected under the present name. Thus, in 
the spirit of this enlarged constitution, the Association opened 
its doors wide for the admission of students in every department 
of positive science, convinced that the time had come for thus 
extending its operations. This Association is republican in its 
organization and migratory in its visits ; meetings have been 
held in various cities of the Union annually, except during the 
years 1861-65, when they were suspended in consequence of 
the great crisis through which the country has recently passed, 
the meeting for 1861 having been appointed for Nashville. 

Twenty years since, the day following the adjournment of 
the Cambridge meeting, the Association visited Salem in the 
steamer B. B. Forbes, which was placed at its disposal by the 
kindness of the proprietors, and spent several hours in in- 
specting the Museum, the rooms of the Institute and other ob- 
jects of interest. This meeting was long remembered j&om its 
many interesting associations. 

It is always pleasant at these meetings to witness the assem- 
blage of so many zealous and enthusiastic workers in science, 
scattered necessarily over a large extent of territory, and kept 
asunder by distance and the claims of professional duties ; 
laboring amid all the inconveniences of solitude, and isolated 
from the sympathy and counsel of those engaged in the same 
glorious enterprise, thus coming together, becoming acquainted 
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with each other's social and scientific worth, comparing notes, 
and contributing largely to scientific knowledge. May this 
meeting leave many pleasant associations, and be long remem- 
bered as productive of good results, and a lasting friendship 
between all the members. 

Mayor Cogswell responded in the following terms : — 

Mb. Pbesident akd Gentlemen of the Amebican Associa- 
tion FOB THE Advancement op Science: — 

In the name of the people of the city of Salem I have 
the honor to bid you a hearty and most cordial welcome, 
and to express to you our hope that this visit may be so pleas- 
ant and instructive that you may be induced to repeat it at no 
distant ,day. I am charged also with the agreeable duty of 
tendering to you the hospitalities of the city and the courtesies 
of her citizens. Coming as you do from all parts of the Con- 
tinent, bringing with you as you do the results of years of 
scientific study, meeting as you do to discuss the important 
questions embraced within the objects of your Association, we 
feel that your presence in our midst is an honor to our city, and 
that we shall be benefited by your coining. We hope that 
along our shores you may find objects of interest and instruc- 
tion, and that the great study of nature and of nature's God 
in which you are engaged may be promoted thereby. We de- 
light somewhat in our rocky coast, for we believe it has borne 
hardy sons. We shall delight to show you everything of in- 
terest which we have, while from you we shall ei^pect much of 
knowledge and information. Here, and in this vicinity, as you 
know, was first planted that deep-seated, earnest, anxious sys- 
tem of religion which developed or was developed by the Puri- 
tans, and which has left its impress wherever the son of the 
Furitan has trod. Beligious as our fathers were, however, 
material considerations were not neglected, and the port of 
Salem had the honor of first opening up to the new continent 
the wealth of the Indies and the fruits which have flowed 
therefrom. Some of this trade has now gone out from us to 
build up other places, but the city of Salem, with an energy 
increasing every day, is now devoting herself to industrial 
pursuits on her own soil, taking her place, as all eastern cities 



288 HI8T0BT OF THE MEETINa. 

must, as the manufacturer of what the South and West pro- 
duce. We have also here some old traditions, I believe, of 
what took place among our people in those earlier days, of 
which you probably may have heard. The accomplished gen- 
tlemen in charge of our County Court records will be pleased 
to show you, if you will, some of the original documents rela- 
ting to those mysterious times, which it may interest you to 
examine. Whatever would have befallen a convention of pro- 
gressive scientific men in that day it might perhaps be hard to 
tell ; but I can assure you, gentlemen, that this day your con- 
vention will be safe and undisturbed. It is not for me, how- 
ever, to speak the praises of Salem, but rather to extend to 
you again its welcome. Welcome to our midst ; welcome to 
the duties of the session ; welcome to all the pleasure and 
entertainment and kindness in our power to grant you ! From 
the West I greet you as the representatives of a mighty power 
in this country, in whose hands almost alone remains the weal 
or woe of the still great problem of our form of government ! 
From the South I ^eet you as the representatives of a section 
which it is my prayer may soon blossom as the rose, and to 
whose sunny clime and fertUe soU it is my heartfelt wish may 
soon return a wealth, a happiness, and a peace which shall last 
for ever and ever. From the North and East I welcome you as 
neighbors ; and from the realms of the illustrious Queen I bid 
you welcome to the vicinity of the birth-place and the home 
of that distinguished citizen whose world-wide benefaction, 
your Queen has delighted to honor and acknowledge. 

At the close of Wr. Cogswell's remarks, President Foster 
responded, addressing the Mayor and the Association, in the 
following words : — 

Mr. Mayor : — As the official organ of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science, I express to you my 
profound thanks for the cordial welcome extended to us on 
this occasion. It gives us pleasure once more to meet within 
the limits of this ancient Commonwealth, illustrious in its his- 
torical associations, and in those institutions designed for the 
cultivation of the intellect, and the alleviation of the ills inci- 
dent to our common humanity. 

It is proper, too, that we meet within the limits of this good 
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old town of Salem ; for, years ago, as the Mayor has informed 
you, its merchants, when they sent forth their ships to the 
East, which returned freighted with 

" the wealth of Ormas and of Ind," 



were wont to dedicate whatever was rare or curious to the 
cause of science. This was the origin of the East India Mu- 
seum, the first institution of the kind, I believe, in the United 
States. The Essex Institute is another expression of the zeal 
of your people in the cultivation of those arts which dignify 
and adorn life. The Peabody Academy of Science is a noble 
monument to the comprehensive beneficence of its founder, 
and one among the many of those benefactions which have 
made his name illustrious in both hemispheres. 

The American Association, then, take pride in meeting here. 
It is an organization, catholic in all its aims and objects. In 
its ranks are enrolled men representing nearly every profession 
and every portion of the Union. We here meet on common 
ground — to compare views, to discuss problems, to eliminate 
truth, to announce results ; and, Mr. Mayor, when we shall 
have closed our deliberations, I doubt not that each one of us 
will carry to his home kindly remembrances of the courtesy 
and hospitality of the good people of Salem. 

GeNTLEHEN of THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE AD- 
VANCEMENT OF Science: — I desire to tender to you my pro- 
found thanks for this manifestation of your regard in calling 
me to preside over your deliberations. It is a position worthy 
of all aspiration. But the possessor must approach its duties 
with fear and distrust. It is with these feelings that I present 
myself before you on this occasion, but I trust that by the 
exercise of a spirit of strict impartially in the discharge of my 
duties, I shall win your approbation and support. 

The eighteenth annual session 9f this Association com- 
mences under favorable auspices. At its last meeting the at- 
tendance was never greater ; its treasury never better supplied ; 
and the memoirs, in number, variety, and interest, were never 
surpassed. There was a spirit of harmony and good fellow- 
ship among ourselves, and of zeal and devotion to the cause 
of science, from which we can draw the happiest auguries. 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVin. 37 
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We have now enrolled in our ranks a class of yoxmg men 
who are better educated, and have had far greater facilities for 
investigation than were enjoyed by us, their seniors, at their 
age, and to them we may safely confide the interests of this 
Association when we shall have rendered up our trust. What 
to us, at their time of life, was but a glimmering of light, to 
them is meridian splendor. What to us were but reasonable 
conjectures, to them are matured results. What we saw as 
through a glass darkly, they are permitted to see face to face. 
The verge to which we have attained, after long toil, is to them 
but the starting point for new explorations into the domain of 
nature. The fhture historian in treating of these times will 
regard this as an age, compared with past ages, when the hu- 
man mind put forth its most vigorous manifestations, not only 
in reference to pure science, but also in reference to the practi- 
cal arts of life. This has been accomplished by a faithful 
study of the laws of nature, and by acquiring a mastery over 
physical forces, — thus showing that nature is not like the 
Delphic Oracle of old which gave forth mysterious utterances 
and capable of two-fold interpretation, but rather like a benefi- 
cent deity, ready to reward each votary who, with all-rever- 
ent spirit and all-sentient ear, enters her sanctuary and listens 
to her teachings. 

Many of the Natural Sciences have developed into that 
beauty and harmony which now characterize them within the 
lifetime of many of us. Yet what we have accomplished is 
but the prelude to what shall be accomplished. The Chairman 
of the Local Conunittee has referred to the origin of this Asso- 
ciation, and has very properly told you that that origin dates 
back to the year 1840, when less than twenty ardent and de- 
voted men, for the most part engaged in the State Geological 
Surveys, assembled in the rooms of the Franklin Institute, at 
Philadelphia, and there oi^anized as the Association of Ameri- 
can Geologists. He has traced that organization until it has 
assumed its present form. I take pleasure in recurring to that 
early history, because it was an event in American science. 
The necessity for such an organization was apparent. Geology 
at that time had hardly assumed the shape of a science. For- 
mations of the same age, and having a wide geographical 
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range, bore different local names ; and the entombed organic 
remains, which have proved the hieroglyphics by which we have 
been enabled to interpret the physical history of our planet, 
were then but little known. To compare views, to receive and 
impart instruction, and fix upon a common nomenclature, was 
the business of these observers. Each one brought forward 
the fruits of his observation to contribute to the general fhnd, 
— as of old among the Greeks, when a hero died, each warrior 
brought forward a shield frill of earth, and cast upon his 
remains, until there was erected a mausoleum which rose up a 
conspicuous landmark against the sky and destined to endure 
for all time. 

The modem student of geology may smile at some of 'the 
speculations contained in the earlier . proceedings, founded on 
the supposed persistency of lithological characters in the sev- 
eral formations, — as. though the streams the world over were 
charged with the same sediments ; as though the ocean floor 
everywhere contained the same forms of organic life ; and as 
though volcanoes were simultaneously excited and poured forth 
the same igneous products ; but to their honor be it said that 
that little band of men, who, unheralded and without parade, 
thus assembled at Philadelphia, in 1840, were emphatically the 
fathers of American geology. 

Of the original founders time has more than decimated their 
ranks. Of the survivors some are in this presence and will 
participate in these proceedings. But I must not speak of the 
living, however meritorious; my reminiscences are of the 
dead. And in this connection I would recall the name of 
Bailey, who, armed with the microscope, brought out results 
in the organic world almost as wonderfril as 'those of Ehren- 
berg ; of Mather and Yanuxem, and Ducatel, and Locke, who, 
to patient industry united keen powers of observation, and 
who have left . behind enduring memorials ; of Henry D. 
Bogers, who made some of the grandest generalizations in 
American geology and whose merits were recognized in both 
hemispheres ; of Houghton, who devised an admirable system 
of geological survey in connection with the lineal survey of the 
public domain, and from whom I parted a few hours before he 
became engulphed in the remorseless waves of Lake Superior ; 
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of Niccolet, a foreigner by birth, impoverished in means, and 
in feeble health, who, after five years* toil brought out his astro- 
nomical survey of the valley of the Upper Mississippi ; of Red- 

• 

field, among the foremost of our observers in meteorology ; of 
A. A. Gould, eminent as a conehologist, and an ardent promoter 
of all science, who was stricken down by the cholera when re- 
turning, after the war, from a meeting of this Association, at 
which he helped to revive its drooping fortunes ; of Johnson, 
whose report on the comparative evaporative power of our 
coals may yet be consulted with advantage ; of R. C. Taylor, 
whose worjk on "The Statistics of Coal" contains avast range 
of information which has served as the basis of our subsequent 
investigation ; of Harlan, who, at that time, was our only com- 
parative anatomist ; of Morton, among the most brilliant of 
our scientific men, who died prematurely for his own fame, pre- 
maturely for the cause of science ; and last but not least, of 
Hitchcock, the veteran observer, and Silliman, who in his 
Journal, combined and crystallized American science. Hitch- 
cock and Silliman went down to the grave ripe in years and 
crowned with honors; and when I see before me the sons 
engaged in the same pursuits which the fathers illustrated and 
adorned, I am reminded that 
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E'en in their ashes liye their wonted Arcs." 

I have deemed it proper on this occasion to pay this passing 
tribute to the memory of these early cultivators of American 
science. I fear, gentlemen, that I have detained you too 
long. Again thanking you for your courtesy, I close with 
the expression of the hope that our deliberations may be 
harmonious, and* that they may tend, in the language which 
we have incorporated into our title, to "the Advancement 
of Science." 

At the close of the address the Association proceeded to 
business, and elected Mr. F. W. Putnam, Permanent Secretary 
pro tern, in the absence, in Europe, of Prof. Lovering. Six ad- 
ditional members of the Standing Conmiittee were elected by 
ballot, according to the requirement of Rule 4 of the Consti- 
tion. The names of those chosen are printed elsewhere with 
the names of the other members of that committee. 
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Later in the Bession the Association voted to hold its next 
meeting at Troy, N. Y., beginning on "Wednesday, August 3, 
1870. The officers elected for the next meeting are : — 

Prof. William Chauvenet, of St. Louis, President; T. S. 
HuMT, Esq., of Montreal, Vice-President; Prof. C. F. Hartt, 
of Ithaca, General Secretary; Dr. A. L. Elwyn, of Philadel- 
phia, Treasurer, Prof. Joseph Lovering was elected Penna- 
nent Secretary for another term of two years commencing with 
the Troy Meeting. 

On the afternoon of "Wednesday, August 18, the members of 
the Association were present, by invitation, at the dedication 
of the Peabody Academy of Science. On Friday evening, 
August 20, the address of Dr. B. A. Gould, the retiring Presi- 
dent, was given in the Tabernacle Church. There was a gen- 
eral session at Lyceum Hall on Thursday evening, to witness 
some physiological experiments by Dr. J. B. Upham and 
others. 

Many of the members in attendance upon this meeting ac- 
cepted the private hospitality, generously offered by families 
in the city of Salem. On Saturday, August 21, by invitation 
of the City Council of Salem, the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science enjoyed an excursion in the bay 
on board the steamer Escort, which was gaily decorated for the 
occasion. The boat, with a company of between four and five 
hundred ladies and gentlemen on board, proceeded to Minot's 
Light and afterwards to Fort Warren. Major McConnell, the 
officer of the day, received the excursionists, who, headed by 
Mayors Cogswell of Salem and Shurtleff of Boston, entered 
the fortress gate, marching to the music of the accompanying 
band. After spending a short time in viewing the various 
objects of interest in and about the fort, they reembarked and 
proceeded to Nahant; where a dinner, provided by the city 
authorities of Salem, was eaten in the Maolis Garden. At 
four o'clock the steamer was again taken and, after a very 
pleasant sail along the Gloucester, Manchester, and Beverly 
shores, the party returned to Salem. 

On different evenings of the session, receptions were given 
by W. C. Endicott, Esq., Mrs. "Walcott, Dr. G. B. Loring, and 
the Salem Board of Trade. 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

Besolved^ That a committee be appointed to act as the 
correspondents of the various local committees, and assist 
them in making arrangements with the different railroads 
throughout the country for the transportation of the members 
of the Association to and from the meeting. 

Resolved^ That a request be addressed by the President of 
the Association to the Secretary of State of the United States, 
asking for the influence of the State Department, with the civil 
authorities of Paraguay, to procure the restoration of the 
manuscripts' of Mr. Porter C. Bliss, relating to the Indian 
languages of South American, of which he was deprived by 
order of President Lopez, and which are now supposed to be 
in his custody. 

The following resolution from the Subsection of Archseology 
and Ethnology was approved by the Association. 

Eeaolved. 1. As the sense of the Subsection of Archaeology 
and Ethnology that explorations for the collection of remains 
of Aboriginal Art are essential to progress, and that the Sec- 
tion takes this method and occasion to express their interest in, 
and commendation of, the proposed expedition of Mr, McNiel 
to Nicaragua. 2. That a copy of this resolution be presented 
to Mr. McNiel. 

Besolutions relating to an International Statistical Ck>n- 
gress. 

Whereas This Association has been informed that a sug- 
gestion has been made on the part of some of the foreign 
members of the International Statistical Congress in favor of 
holding one of its sessions in the United States : — 

Resolved^ That the members of this Association hereby ex- 
press their cordial approvail of this suggestion, and their de- 
sire that the International Statistical Congress may decide to 
make the United States its place of meeting at an early day. 

Resolvedy That an attested copy of these resolutions be for 
warded to thb presiding officer of the International Statistical 
Congress, soon to be held at the Hague, in the Netherlands, 
and to the delegate representing the United States in said 
Congress. 
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Besolution in regard to the sale of Proceedings. 

Besolved^ That the proceeds of all future sales of Proceed- 
ings of the Association be reserved and invested by the 
Treasurer, to form, together with any donations for the pur- 
pose, the nucleus of a special ftind, the interest of which may, 
at some fiiture time, be devoted to scientific researches under 
the direction of the Association. 
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Besolved^ That the thanks of this Association be tendered 
to the Commissioners of Essex County for the use of their 
admirably arranged rooms in the Old and New Court Houses 
in Salem. 

Besolved^ That the thanks of this Association are due to 
the Local Committee, who, by their assiduity in providing for 
our reception and accommodation, have rendered this session 
one of unusual ei^joyment and long to be remembered. 

Resolved^ That the hearty thanks of this Association be 
presented to the citizens of Salem, who have so kindly and 
hospitably entertained the members, during the present Ses- 
sion. 

Reaolvedy That the thanks of the Association are especially 
due to the Essex Institute, to the Trustees of the Peabody 
Academy of Sciences, and to the Board of Trade of the City 
of Salem, for their untiring exertions in providing for the ac- 
commodation of the meetings of the Association and facilita- 
ing the transaction of its busiiiess. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Association are due, and are 
most respectfully offered, to the ladies of Salem, who have so 
kindly and hospitably taken charge of the refreshment tables, 
which have been daily spread for our welfare. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Association be tendered to 
the Proprietors of the Tabernacle Church, for the use of their 
church and vestry during the present session. 

Resolved^ That the sincere thanks of the Association are 
hel*eby tendered to the. Athenseum of Salem, to the Museum of 
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Comparative Anatomy at Cambridge, to the Authorities of 
Boston, to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, to the 
Boston Natural History Society, to the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, to the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 
and to the Boston Music Hall Association, for courtesies shown 
to this Association, and at the same time the Association begs 
to express its regret that, by reason of the press of business, 
it was unable, in all instances, to avail itself of these cour- 
tesies. 

Resolved^ That the Association acknowledges its obligation 
to the Directors of the following railroads, and especially of 
the Eastern railroad, for their liberality in granting a reduc^ 
tion of fare to the members attending the present session. 

Eastern. Virginia and Tennessee Soath- 

Boston and Albany. side. 

Boston and Providence. Norfolk and Petersburg. 

New York, Providence, & Boston. South Carolina. 

Boston and Maine. Memphis and Charleston. 

Portland, Saco and Portsmouth. North Eastern. 

Fitchburg. Illinois Central. 

Vermont and Massachusetts. Great Western. 

Vermont Central and Sullivan. Wilmington and Manchester. 

Connecticut and Passumpsic. Nashville and Chattanooga. 

Boston, Lowell and Nashua. Hartford and New Haven. 

Portland and Kennebec. Terre Haute and Indianapolis. 

Richmond, Fredericksburg and Marietta and Cincinnati. 

Potomac. Indianapolis, Cincinnati & Lafay- 
Kichmond and Petersburg. ette. 

A resolution was also passed expressing thanks to the 
Horse Railroad Companies of Salem for courtesies extended to 
the members of the Association. 

A resolution was also passed expressing high appreciation 
and commendation by the Association of the Peabody Acad- 
emy of Science in Salem. 

Also a resolution, giving a vote of thanks to the Mayor and 
City Council of Salem, for the Excursion on Saturday, the 21st 
of August. 
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BEFORT OF THE FEBMAJNSNT SECBETABY. 

This report relates to those transactions of business which 
belong to the interval between the first day of the Chicago 
meeting [August 5, 1868] and the first day of the Salem meet- 
ing [August 18, 1869]. 

During my absence in Europe, the details of my office have 
received prompt attention, as heretofore. The Chicago vol- 
ume has been printed under the direction of Mr. F. W. Putnam, 
the Director of the Feabody Academy of Science, and dis- 
tributed by my assistant, Mr. J. W, Harris. Circulars were 
sent to thosQ members of the Association who were indebted 
to it for assessments, and the collection of money, in response 
to these circfdars, has been considerable, although many are 
still largely in arrears. 

The financial condition of the Association is as follows : — 

Between August 5, 1868, and August 18, 1869, the income 
of the Association was three thousand and eleven dollars and 
thirty cents ($8 011.80). 

Of this amount, one hundred and eleven dollars accrued 
fh)m the sale of the printed Proceedings, and the remainder 
from the admission fee and the annual assessments. 

The expenses of the Association, during the same interval, 
amounted to nineteen hundred and fifty-one dollars and 
seventy-seven cents ($1951.77), which may be apportioned 
thus: — 

Cost of paper, printing, and binding, for the 
volume of Chicago l^oceedings, and expense 
of its distribution, . . . • • . $1 248.04 

Charges connected with the Chicago meeting, • $144.85 

Salary of the Permanent Secretary, five hun- 
dred dollars, . . . . . . . $500.00 

Circulars, postage, stationery, express, • • . $64.88 

The particular items may be found in the cash account of 
the Secretary, which is herewith submitted as a part of his 
report. The balance in the Treasury of the Association on 
August 18, 1869, is twelve hundred and twenty-five dollars and 
nine cents (|1 225.09). j^^^^^ Lotebiko, 

Permanent Secretary. 
Salex, August 18, 1869. 

A. A. A. S. VOL. XVJil. 88 
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CASH ACCOUNT OF THJE 

Dr. Amebican Association in 

J. W. Harris's bill as clerk, $60.85 

Stowell's bill for copying, 2.00 

Janitor at Chicago, 1.50 

Postage Stamps, 9.00 

Freight to the Smithsonian Institution, .... 3.60 

Binding Cash Book, 1.00 

Printing Circulars, 5.00 

Box to and from Chicago, 10.79 

Envelopes, 1.38 

F. W. Putnam, for.postage, 12.21 

Guests' bill for reporting, 5.00 

Adams' bill for binding Proceedings, . . . .84.78 

Postage stamps, 16.00 

Carter, for paper and envelopes, .... 3.00 

Ripley, for printing circulars, 6.00 

Salary of the Permanent Secretary, .... 500.09 
Paper and printing for the Chicago Proceedings, . 1,153.21 
Box of Proceedings to Washington, . . . .1.45 
Attendance at the Chicago meeting, . . . 75.00 

1,951.77 
Balance to next account, .... 1,225.09 

3,176.86 
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PERMANENT SECRETARY. Cr. 

Account with Joseph Loyebino. 

Balance from last account,* $165.56 

Assessments (from No. 1 to No. 451 of Cash Books) 

including the sale of Proceedings, . • ; 3,011.80 



3,176.86 



*Tfaifi was erroneously printed, in the laat TOlnme, as $160^. 
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List of European Institutions to which Copies of Volume XVIL 
of the Proceedings of the American AssocialUm were distrib- 
uted by the Permanent Secretary in 1869. 

Stockholm^ — Kongliga Svenska Vetenskaps Akademien. 
Gopenhagenj — Kongel. danske Vidensk. Selskab. 
Moscow^ — Soci6t6 Imp6riale des Naturalistes. 
JSt. Petersburg^ — Acad^mie Imp6riale des Sciences. 
" " Kais. Russ. Mineralogische Gesellschaft. 

" " Observatoire Physique Centrale de Russie. 

Pulkowa, — Observatoire Imperiale. 
Amsterdam, — Acad6mie Royale des Sciences.' 

^^ Genootschap Natura Artis Magistra. 

'^ Zoological Garden. 

Haarlem J — Hollandsche MaatschappiJ der Wettenschappen. 
Leyden, — Mus6e d'Histoire Naturelle. 
AUenburg, — Naturforschende Gesellschaft. 
Berlin, — K. P. Akademie der Wissenschaften. 

" Gesellschaft fiir Erdkunde. 
Bonn, — Natorhist. Yerein der Preussisch. Rheinlandes, &c. 
Breslau, — K. L. C. Akademie der Naturforscher. 
Dresden, — K. L. C. Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher. 
Franckfurt, — Senckenbergische Naturforschende Gesellschaft. 
Freiburg, — Koniglich-Sachsische Bergakademie. 
Oottingen, — Eonigl. Gresellschaft der Wissenschaften. 
Hamburg, — Naturwissenschaftlicher Verein. 
Hannover, — Die Naturhistorische Gesellschaft. [en. 

Leipsic, — Eioniglich Sachsische Gesellschaft der Wissenschaft- 
Munich, — K. B. Akademie der Wissenschaften. 
Prog, — K. Bohm. Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften. 
Stuttgart, — Verein fiir Yaterlandische Naturkunde. 
Vienna, — K. Akademie der Wissenschaften. 
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Bern, — Allgemeine Schweizerische Gesellschaft. 
^' Naturforschende Gesellschaft. 
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Geneve^ — Soci^te de Physique et d'Histoire Natorelle. 
Nevjcfixxtd^ — Soci6t^ des Sciences Naturelles. 
BruxeUea^ — Acad6mie Royale des Sciences, &c. 
Cherbourg^ — Soci6t6 Acad6mique. 
Dijon^ — Academic des Sciences, &c. 

Liege^ — Soci6t6 Boyale des Science's. [Arts. 

lAUey—Soci^tk Nationale des Sciences, de rAgncjolture, et des 
Montpellier^ — Academic des Sciences et Lettres.* 
Paris y — Institut de France. 
^> Soci6t6 Philomatiqne. 
^^ Soci^t^ Met^orologique de France. 

Turin^ — Accademia Reale delle Scienzie. 
Madrid^ — Real Academia de Ciencias. 
Cambridge^ — Cambridge Philosophical Society. 
Dublin f — Royal Irish Academy. 
Edinburgh^ — Royal Society. 
London J — Board of Admiralty. 

^^ East India Company. 

" Museum of Practical Geology. 

" Royal Society. 

^^ Royal Astronomical Society. 

" Royal Geographical Society. 

Manchester^ — Literary and Philosophical Society. 
Batavia, — Societ6 des Arts et des Sciences. 

• AlBo Yoliunes XV . and XTI, 
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Professor John Torrey, from the committee on Weights and 
Measures, reported and recommended the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

JResolvedy That this Association cordially approves the pro- 
posed adaptation of American coinage to the metric system, by 
making the value of the dollar precisely that of one and a half 
grains of fine gold : — seeing in this a new step toward the 
promotion of fraternity among nations, by the unification of 
weights, measures, and coinage, inasmuch as all monetary 
units which have simple relations to the grains must have sim- 
ple relations to each other. 

• 

Prof. L. Agassiz, from the committee on the Jubikeum of 
Ehrenberg, reported that the duties assigned to the committee 
were completed. The report was accepted and the committee 
discharged. 

Dr. B. A. Gould, from the committee on the star Eta Argtts, 
reported that the duties assigned to this committee were com- 
pleted, and the committee was discharged. 



Rkport on thb Microscopes and Microscopical Apparatus, ex- 
hibitbd at the meeting of the american association for 
THE Advancement of Science, at Salem, Mass., August, 1869. 

The local committee having determined to provide suitable 
rooms for an exhibition of Microscopes at the Salem meeting 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
a sub-committee was appointed to take charge of the exhibi- 
tion. The committee having organized by the choice of Mr. 
James Kimball for chairman, ana Mr. Edwin Bicknell as secre- 
tary, it was voted, "That the secretary prepare a suitable 
circular to be sent to all microscopists and others interested 
in the use of the microscope ;" and in obedience to the vote 
of the sub-committee, the following circular was prepared. 
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Special Circular to Persons Interested in the Use of the Mi- 
croscope. — In making arrangements for the meeting of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, to be 
held at Salem, commencing at 10 A. M., August 18th, 1869, 
the Local Committee, in order to give encouragement to the 
general and increasing interest in the use of the Microscope, 
have decided to fUrnish rooms for the display and comparison 
of Microscopes, Objectives, Accessory Apparatus of all kinds, 
Test Objects, and Objects of Scientific and Popular interest. 

It is intended to have as complete a collection as possible 
of instruments of both American and Foreign Manufacture. 
Those who are possessed of Microscope stands, Objectives, or 
Accessory Apparatus in any way remarkable for excellence 
of performance or design, are requested to bring them to the 
meeting. 

The objects of this exhibition will be to assist the progress 
of scientific research, by social*intercourse and a fbll compar- 
ison and discussion of whatever is new and important in micro- 
scopical investigation, and to encourage the manufacture and 
use of this valuable instrument. 

Arrangements have been made to give ample opportunity 
for the use of the Microscopes both day and evening. A safe 
place has been secured for the deposit of instruments s^nt 
beforehand to the care of Mr. Bicknell, or brought by visitors 
who do not wish to keep them in their own possession. 

A sub-committee has been appointed by the local committee 
to make the necessary arrangements. Farther information 
relating to the subject can be had by addressing 

BDWIN BICKNELL, 

iS'ec'y qf the SvXheommUUit^ 

.PSABODT AOADBMT OF SOUEKCB. 

SALSic, May 28, 1808. 

This circular was sent, with the circular of the local commit- 
tee, to the members of the Association, and to all others inter- 
ested in the use of the microscope, as far as we were able to 
ascertain their addresses. 

The distribution of this circular resulted in a gathering of 
twenty-five or more microscopes of different classes, including 
four quite* old, and interesting on that account, and two not 
quite as old, the rest being of modem construction. Before 
giving a description of the modem microscopes, I shall briefly 
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deacribe the old ones, and would here state that the old micro- 
scopes were shown in comparison with the modem ones in 
order to giye the beholder a nearly correct idea of the im- 
provements which have heen made from time to time in the 
constraction of microscopes, and to show the wonderM pro- 
gress which has been made, particularly in objectiTes. 

The oldest microscope is after the pattern described in 1694, 
by Hartsoeker, a Dutchman, hut there is no certainty that 
this one was made fy him. It is about two and a half inches 
long, and is held up to the eye to view the object, and has 
a condensing lens in the end opposite the eye. The object 
is placed between the eye lens and the condensing lens, by 
which it is adapted only for transparent objects. It is pro- 
vided with six eye-glasses. 

The next is a microscope made by 6. F. Brander, in Augs- 
bm*g, Germany, and is described in 1769. It is on a stand, by 
which it can be used either vertically, inclined, or in a horizon- 
tal position ; it can be used as a simple or compound micro- 
scope, and with transparent or opaque objects. It has eight 
object-glasses, two of them provided with Lieberkuhns, and 
has a compound body, which, being removed, converts it into a 
simple microscope, similar to the one first described. It has 
a Bamsden's eye-piece mounted in wood. 

The above mentioned microscopes belong to Dr. William 
Wood of Portland, Maine. 

The next is a Lieuwenhoek microscope made by G. Adams 
of London, about 1750, bought by D. Van der Weyde, A. M., 
in Amsterdam, in 1763. It is now owned hy P. H. Van der 
Weyde of New York. In this microscope there are six eye- 
glasses set in a revolving plate, so that each.eye-glass can be 
brought in succession over the object, thus saving the trouble 
of unscrewing. * 

The next is a compound microscope, made by Charles Lin- 
coln, 62 Leadenhall street, London, in 1770, and is owned by 
Dr. 6. A. Perkins, of Salem. This is vertical, and stands 
on three scrolls and has eight object glasses with one eye-piece 
of the Ramsden pattern. 

This concludes the notice of the old instruments. 

The remaining instruments were of modern construction. 

A. A. 1. S. VOL. XVm. . 39 
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The next is by Clarke of London, is owned by the Essex 
Institute, Salem, was made aboat 1880, and was a Complete 
instrument in its day. 

The next is Andrew Pritchard's large microscope, made 
about 1840, also owned by the Essex Institute, and was the 
best of its period, having a fhll set of objectives and acces- 
series. . 

Prof. Edward W. Morley of the Western Reserve College, 
exhibited a large and beautiful stand made by Thomas Boss. 
This has three eye-pieces, a Troughton & Sims' cobweb mi- 
crometer and goniometer, and other accessories. 

Dr. D. H. Briggs of Norton, Mass., exhibited a first class 
Smith & Beck binocular with a complete series of objectives . 
and accessory apparatus. 

Benjamin Webb, Jr., of Salem, Mass., exhibited a first .class 
Smith & Beck binocular with a complete outfit of objectives 
from three inch to one-fifteenth, by Smith & Beck, Spencer, 
and Wales ; also a complete set of accessory apparatus. 

Prof. J. Baker Edwards of Montreal, Canada, exhibited a first 
class binocular made by Pillischer of London, with a complete 
outfit of accessory apparatus and objectives by Smith & Beck 
and Andrew Boss. Prof. Edwards also exhibited a Sorby & 
Browning micro-spectroscope. 

Dr. B. H. Ward of Troy, New York, exhibited a first class 
binocular by Crouch of London, with ^'Collins' graduating 
diaphragm," and " Cr6uch's universal parabolic illuminator." 

Prof. B. Silliman of New Haven, exhibited a first class mi- 
croscope by J. Grunow of New York, with goniometer eye- 
piece and objectives by Grunow, Wales, and Tolles. ( 

Dr. P. H. Van der Weyde of New York city, exhibited a . 
microscope made by Andrew Boss, which had a very ingenious 
arrangement of his own for converting it into an inverted 
microscope fbr chemical use. 

Mr. Charles Stodder of Boston, Mass., exhibited a first class 
microscope made by the Boston Optical Works, which was a 
very fine instrument. It had a very thin stage which revolved 
on the optical centre of the instrument, making it very useful 
for certain purposes. 

Mr. Alpheus Hyatt of Salem, Mass., exhibited a first class 
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microscope made by Joseph Zentfhayer of Philadelphia. With 
this was exhibited a ftill assortment of accessory apparatus of 
Mr. Zentmayer's make. 

Mr. Edwin Bicknell also exhibited a first class microscope 
by Zentmayer, objectives by ToUes and Wales. Tolles' solid 
D. and E. eye-pieces, Tolles' amplifier, and one-fonrth inch ob- 
jective with ToUes' new illuminator for opaque objects. 

A very large, and in its time complete microscope, made by 
Chevalier of Paris, was exhibitedby Mr. Chamberlain of Bos- 
ton, Mass. In addition to the objectives flurnished by Chev- 
alier, it had objectives by Andrew Boss, and Andrew Pritchard. 

Mr. E. Bicknell exhibited a Zentmayer's ''Army Hospital 
Microscope." This is admirably adapted to the use of the 
physician and student. 

Mr. Charles Stodder exhibited four student's microscopes 
from the Boston Optical Works, the stands of the same pat- 
tern, but with different kinds of adjustment for focus, and 
different stage arrangements. Mr. Stodder also exhibited the 
new "Clinical" and "Seaside" microscope, of the pattern 
recommended by Dr. Cutter of Boston. This can be trans- 
formed into a fine pocket telescope by having a suitable object- 
glass adapted to it. 

Prof. A. M. Edwards of New York, exhibited a student's 
microscope made by F. Miller & Brother of New York. This 
has one eye-piece and a dividing objective, thus giving two 
powers, and is furnished at a low cost. 

Mr. F. G. Sanborn of Boston, exhibited a Murrajr & Heath 
sea-side microscope, which was a very neat instrument. 

Mr. C. 6. Bush of Boston, exhibited a Smith. <& Beck stu- 
dents microscope, with Smith <& Beck's and Tolles' objectives. 

Mr. A. H. Tuttle of Platteville, Wisconsin, exhibited a neat 
stand for a " dissecting microscope," in which the stand and 
arm-rests are made to fold into a very small compass. 

Several immerson objectives were exhibited, including a 
1^5 tV? h it ^y Tolles, two -^^ by Wales, and No. 10 and No. 
12 by Hartnack of Paris. Mr. Tolles has recently constructed 
some immersion objectives for the use of the physician, for the 
examination of blood, pus, sputum, urinary deposits, &c. In 
these objectives the substance to be examined is placed upon 
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the front lens of the objectlT^ and coTered with a piece of thin 
glass, which is kept in place by capillary attraction. The 
focus is obtained by the use of the '^ cover adjustment." This 
objective applied to the *' clinical microscope," before desmbed, 
is a very useM instrument for the medical practitioner. 

Mr. Tolles has also recently made several objectives of long 
focal distance on the immersion principle, which are admirably 
adapted to viewing objects in aquaria, or for dissecting under 
water. One shown by Mr. Bicknell had a power equal to an 
ordinary objective of f inch focal distance, and with a working 
distance of an inch. This objective showed well the circula- 
tion of cell contents in the Nitella. 

Two objectives made by Mr. Tolles of ^ and ^ inch respect- 
ively, were provided with his " illuminator for opaque objects," 
which is a glass prism set in the mounting of the objective 
between the front and middle combinations, so that the light is 
thrown down through the front lens upon the object, and so far 
as tested they have worked very well indeed, showing the 
object without glare or fog and with plenty of illumination ; the 
I being constructed upon the immersion principle, could be 
used upon a covered object with perfect results. 

Mr. E. Bicknell exbihited a very neat apparatus for cutting 
sections of wood, &c. ; also a new graduating diaphragm, both 
made by Mr. Zentmayer of Philadelphia. 

EDWIN BICKNELL, 
Secretary of iSub-aection of Mieroacopy. 
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